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Prologue

Police officers take risks and suffer
inconveniences to protect the lives, defend civil liberties, secure
the safety of fellow citizens, and they endure such risks and
tolerate such inconveniences on behalf of strangers. Consequently,
police work is one of the more noble and selfless occupations in
society. Making a difference in the quality of life is an
opportunity that policing provides, and few other professions can
offer.

A public affirmation of adhering to an Oath
of Honor is a powerful vehicle demonstrating ethical standards. To
be successful at enhancing integrity within an organization,
leaders must ensure the oath is recited frequently and displayed
throughout the organization as well as ensuring ethical mentoring
and role modeling are consistent, frequent and visible. The
following Law Enforcement Oath of Honor is recommended as by the
International Association of Chiefs of Police as symbolic statement
of commitment to ethical behavior:

On my honor,

I will never betray my badge,

my integrity, my character,

or the public trust.

I will always have

the courage to hold myself

and others accountable for our actions.

I will always uphold the constitution

my community and the agency I serve.

Before any officer takes the Law Enforcement
Oath of Honor, it is important that he/she understands what it
means. An oath is a solemn pledge someone makes when he/she
sincerely intends to do what he/she says.

Honor means that one's word
is given as a guarantee.

Betray is defined as breaking faith with the
public trust.

Badge is the symbol of your office.

Integrity is being the same person in both
private and public life.

Character means the qualities that distinguish an
individual.

Public trust is a charge of duty imposed in faith
toward those you serve.

Courage is having the strength to withstand
unethical pressure, fear or danger.

Accountability means that you are answerable and
responsible to your oath of office.

Community is the jurisdiction and citizens
served.

The Oath of Honor's brevity allows it to be
constantly referred to and reinforced during conversations and
ceremonies. In addition, it can also be

referred to by administrators while
communicating with others;

placed on the back of all academy students'
name cards, ensuring that they are looking at it all day;

strategically and visibly placed in all
police academies and law enforcement agencies;

signed by each academy student, framed and
hung on the wall;

given at all official police ceremonies and
gatherings;

printed on labels that are placed on
equipment; and

used as a backdrop in citizens' meetings and
news media events.

It is strongly recommended by the
International Association of Chiefs of Police, that all agencies
adopt the Law Enforcement Oath of Honor. Having officers take an
oath will reconfirm the significance of integrity within the agency
and help bring the entire profession together to show that the vast
majority of law enforcement officers not only are good, decent
individuals, but also will step forward to stop unethical acts by
any members of our profession.

The Law Enforcement Oath of Honor can be
adjusted as appropriate for nations, countries or governments by
inserting the appropriate terms. For example:

1 Insert appropriate term such as:
badge; profession; country

2 Insert appropriate term such as: constitution, laws;
monarch

3 Insert appropriate term such as: community; country;
land; nation

No place in the Oath does it mention murder….
I guess these 4 officers didn’t realize that.











Richard Crafts
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Connecticut map with Newtown marked

(AP)

On the night of November 18, 1986, an
unusually severe winter storm hit central Connecticut. Driving
conditions were difficult throughout the late evening and grew
worse as the storm lingered over the Newtown area. Snow and sleet
blanketed the countryside while gusty winds knocked down trees and
utility lines. Electricity went out in the area for several hours
during the night. In the nearby town of Southbury, public highway
employees were called in to plow snow and lay salt down on the icy
roads. For the next few days and nights, snowplows and sanders
worked continuously to keep the roads clean.
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U-Haul similar to one seen by Joseph

Hine

One of the town's utility men, Joseph Hine,
37, arrived at the municipal garage at 11:30 p.m. on November 20.
He took the sander out and began to drop sand on Route 172, one of
the major roads in the town. At about 12:30 a.m., he returned to
the garage and picked up a snowplow. He began his route along
Southbury's Main Street and continued for several hours plowing
snow and avoiding the many branches that blocked the roadways. At
about 3:30 a.m., Hine plowed along the length of River Road until
he came to the intersection of South Flat Hill Road.

The snow and sleet were still falling and
conditions were more like mid-winter than late November. As soon as
he passed the intersection, Hine saw a truck parked off the side of
the road. "I would describe the vehicle as a U-Haul van, box van, 1
to 1-1/2 ton with dual wheels," he later told detectives, "the box
of the van was an off-white or dirty white, square type the cab was
orange colored."
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Wood chipper similar to the one Joseph

Hine saw

Its lights were off and the roll up back was
closed. As he got closer, Hine saw that the truck had a large wood
chipper attached to its back. The chipper seemed old and well used.
Just as he passed the U-Haul, he saw a man standing near the
driver's door who suddenly began to walk to the rear of the truck.
The man motioned for Hine to pass him, which he did. Hine continued
to plow down River Road.

Two hours later, at 5:30 a.m., Hine plowed
River Road from the opposite direction. As he passed the Glen Road
area, he saw the same U Haul with the attached wood chipper once
again. "I didn't see anyone in or around the truck or chipper," he
told investigators. But as he passed it, Hine noticed something
different. "The back of the box was open," he said later, "and I
could see some wood chips inside." He also saw wood chips on the
shoulder of the road. Hine continued to plow as he watched the
U-Haul slowly disappear in his rear view mirror.

"That was strange," he thought to himself,
"that a person would be out so early in the morning, in the middle
of a storm, chipping wood."







Missing
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Keith Mayo, private investigator

On December 1, 1986, the Newtown Police
Department in central Connecticut received a phone call from Keith
Mayo, a local private investigator. He said that his client, Helle
Crafts, had recently disappeared and he feared that she may have
been murdered by her husband, Richard Crafts. Mayo was adamant and
insisted that the Newtown Police investigate the crime immediately.
Mayo said that, according to his information, Helle left her home
on November 19 to drive to Richard's sister's house in nearby
Westport. But Helle never showed up at the sister's home and hadn't
been heard from since that day. Her car was later found in an
employee parking lot of Pan Am airlines at Kennedy airport.

Newtown detectives knew Richard Crafts very
well. He was an auxiliary police officer in their department since
1982 and was a familiar figure around the police station. He had a
reputation as a somewhat rigid patrolman who took his limited
responsibilities very seriously. When investigators interviewed
Richard on December 2, he confirmed the story and said that on the
night before Helle disappeared, "she was happy and showed no signs
of being different or upset." He and his wife slept at home and
when they awoke that morning, Richard said, the plan was for Helle
"to go to my sister's house in Westport because we had no power due
to the storm...I have not seen or heard from my wife since
Wednesday November 19, 1986."
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Nancy Dodd, who was having

an affair with Richard Crafts

Initially, the police did not express too
much concern over Helle Crafts' disappearance since missing
person's reports are not rare. The overwhelming majority of the
missing usually turn up safe and sound after a period of time. A
wife who leaves her husband could be having marital problems and
need some time alone. As a result, the Newtown police department
did not prioritize the Helle Crafts case. But in the next few days,
the nature and complexion of the case began to change.

Investigators interviewed friends of the
Crafts family, which included neighbors and Helle's co-workers.
Virtually all of them agreed on one aspect of her disappearance:
Helle was a devoted mother who never would have left her small
children in the manner described. Friends also told police that
Richard Crafts had a series of extramarital affairs, which were
well known, and that Helle had recently discovered that Richard had
one girlfriend in New Jersey who he had been seeing for years.
Before Helle disappeared, she had told several people that she
wanted to divorce her husband as soon as possible.

[image: tmp_f2bb0822be41bd91087a1142f75ca372_mKmHC7_html_fb02cf8.jpg]

Richard Crafts

Police also learned that Richard had offered
several different versions of what happened to his wife. He told a
neighbor that Helle had made a trip to Germany and would be
returning home soon. He told others that he didn't know where she
went. On November 21, just two days after her disappearance, he
told Dawn Thomas, the family au pair, that Helle had to fly to
Denmark because her mother was ill. She would be back November 24,
he said. On November 29, another friend, Leena Johanson, obtained
Helle's mother's phone number in Denmark and called her. Her mother
was not in the hospital, was in good health and said she did not
expect to see Helle until the following April.

Upset by this new information, Leena Johanson
went to the police. She told them of a disturbing statement made by
Helle to her in early November. "If anything happens to me," Helle
had said, "don't assume it was an accident."







Helle
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Helle Crafts, victim

Helle Lorck Nielson was an only child, born
in Denmark on July 7, 1947. She spent her childhood in a small
village north of Denmark. Helle was a vibrant, outgoing child who
enjoyed school, one of the few students who actually liked
attending class. With her happy disposition, she made friends
easily and continued to be well liked into adulthood. Helle had an
inborn ability to understand and learn languages quickly. During
her teen years, she learned French and English and was also able to
understand German, Norwegian and Swedish.

Helle attended college in England and later
worked as an au pair in France. By the time she was 20, Helle was a
beautiful young woman. Her high cheekbones, long blonde hair, trim
figure and a warm, engaging smile turned the heads of men whenever
she entered a room. While Helle was living in France she got a job
as a stewardess with Capital Airways. She flew to Africa many times
out of Brussels or Frankfurt and enjoyed the thrill of discovering
new places.

When she heard that Pan Am Airways was
looking for stewardesses in the Copenhagen area, she applied for
the job. Helle was one of eight candidates selected out of a group
of 200 and was sent to Miami for her training courses. Since she
had prior experience in the field, it was easy for her to finish
first in her class. During the time she stayed in Miami she lived
in a small motel near the airport. It was neat and comfortable, and
usually populated by airline employees, stewardesses and pilots.
Living under the same roof with male co-workers, stewardesses often
had romantic liaisons. "She didn't tell you intimate things about
men she saw," said one friend, "She was far too cautious to have
been promiscuous, but she had a few lovers." Single stewardesses
liked the airline pilots both as future mates or just for a good
time while they were on a layover.

On May 24, 1969, while Helle was waiting at
the motel for a flight, she met Richard Crafts, who was 31 at the
time, and her life would never be the same.



Crafts

In the spring of 1969, Richard Crafts was a
young, somewhat scruffy-looking airline pilot who wore his dark
brown hair in an unkempt style that some women found appealing.
Being rough around the edges, he did not fit the stereotypical
image of a pilot. Standing just 5-foot-8 with a medium frame, he
seemed rather ordinary. But there was a certain attractiveness
about him, so Crafts, at 31, never seemed to be without a woman. He
dated stewardesses almost exclusively and sometimes told
extravagant stories about his past, which included an ill-defined
role in the CIA and alleged combat in Indochina.

Crafts was born in New York City on December
20, 1937, one of three children. He had two older sisters. His
father, John Crafts, was a very successful businessman in Manhattan
who dreamed of living in the suburbs. He later purchased a spacious
home in Darien, Connecticut, one of the most affluent communities
in the state. A former World War I pilot and college football
player, John must have been a formidable image to live up to for
young Richard. But his father tried to do the best for his son.
Although Richard attended private school, he did not excel. He
later graduated from Darien High School without distinction. He
tried college for a time but soon dropped out and suddenly joined
the Marines in 1956.

In the military, Richard gravitated toward
aviation and became proficient at flying helicopters. He trained on
fixed wing aircraft and quickly became certified as a pilot in the
late
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