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THE HIGHLY-ANTICIPATED sequel to the Chronicles of Kerrigan series, by international bestselling author, W.J. May
It's time. 
The past can't stay buried forever...
Rae Kerrigan and her friends thought all their problems were solved. The corruption in the Council has been exposed. The hybrids have been released from their unjust prisons. And Jonathon Cromfield—the evil puppet master pulling all the strings—has finally been put in the ground.
With the promise of an actual future with Devon, the love of her life, Rae slips the ring back onto her finger and turned her eyes towards the horizon. Her heart’s filled with hope.
Except, fate has other plans...
With the return of her father, the infamous Simon Kerrigan who started it all, Rae finds that her newly right world has turned upside down again. The new peace in the tatù realm has shattered once more. Turning friends against friends. Family against family.
Why was he imprisoned? What will he do now? More importantly, can Simon Kerrigan ever be trusted again?
Rae and her team intend to find out...
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‘Lost time is never found again.’

Benjamin Franklin

But sometimes, just sometimes, you can find the things time left behind in its shadow.

It can’t be.

It was as if the room itself had turned to stone, rendering everyone in it a frozen statue; eyes wide with fear and astonishment, unable to believe it could be true. The only movement that broke through the stillness was a quiet shuffling—the sounds of two unsteady feet slowly making their way towards the light.

“Beth?”

All the blue dilated out of Rae’s eyes as she took an automatic step back. Her shoulder blades pressed into Devon’s chest, standing just behind her, but she took no comfort in his presence. His pulse was as frantic and scattered as hers.

This...cannot be happening. This has to be a dream.

The man took another uncertain step forward—wincing at the light leaking in from the hallway, as if even its meager shine was enough to do him harm. He lifted his hand halfway in front of his face, shielding his eyes as he tried to speak again. “B-Beth...is that you?”

The sound of his voice attacked Rae from all sides. Swooping down on her like a thousand vicious spirits. A thousand terrible memories she thought had been forever laid to rest.

She didn’t answer. Couldn’t speak. The idea never even occurred to her. Her every thought was dominated by one single command, one single chance to leave this all behind her.

Run.

But her feet wouldn’t move. Neither would Devon’s. Neither would any of the twelve armed men they’d brought with them to clear the dungeons. It was as if they were all under the same ghastly spell. Watching, completely incapacitated, as the man of their nightmares came slowly forth.

“That’s...” An elderly guard standing with the rest of the contingent covered his mouth with a shaking hand. A weather-hardened soldier to be sure, but he had suddenly met his match. “That’s Simon Kerrigan.”

The name sent out a shockwave, rippling through the little cavern and echoing against its the walls.

Simon Kerrigan.

Although Rae had grown up trapped under the legacy of that name, although she had grown up fighting the weight of it with everything she had...it was like she was hearing it for the first time.

Her eyes flashed up and rested for a split second on his face. A face that had stared up at her from archived ‘wanted’ posters and open homicide investigations for the better part of her life. A face that should have been a stranger, but somehow was as familiar as her own.

Their eyes met in the darkness. Father and daughter, standing there for the first time. The entire world seemed to stop turning, and for a moment it was just the two of them.

Then the weight of reality came crashing down upon them, leaving a trail of unimaginable panic and years of devastation smoking in its wake.

“No...” Devon’s hands wrapped around  her upper arms, pulling her protectively against his chest. “No, that’s not...that couldn’t be...”

But Simon seemed to notice Devon at the same time. For a moment his bleary eyes went wide with wonder, then he took another halting step forward. “Tristan?”

Devon’s entire body locked down. Pressed up against him, Rae could feel it just as easily as if they’d been standing face to face. His lips parted, but not a whisper of sound came out. For a moment, he simply stood there—just as lost as she.

Then all at once, the entire cavern sprang to life.

At some unseen signal, a dozen hammers were cocked. A dozen guards lifted their guns in perfect unison—pointing each one at Simon Kerrigan’s chest.

Simon froze where he stood. His eyes flickered over Rae and Devon, stricken in the center of the room, before he took a faltering step back.

“I’m sorry...” His voice was hoarse from lack of use. “I wasn’t trying to...”

The room fell silent again. Twelve fingers poised on the trigger. Not a single breath among them. A man’s entire life coming down to a single moment in time.

“Just awaiting your orders, Madame President.”

While the title still felt strange to Rae’s ears, Simon looked up in surprise. Surprise that turned to genuine pride and affection as he recognized the face of his daughter for the first time.

“You’re the President of the Privy Council.” Despite the darkness around them, his eyes softened with a paternal glow. “Rae.”

If hearing Simon’s name had stopped her heart, hearing her own name brought Rae back to life. He might have set fire to her past, but she had risen from the ashes to give herself a new future.

She wasn’t about to let all that slip away now. Not for anything. Certainly not for this.

All her years of training and experience suddenly came rushing back, steadying her shaking hands and silencing that ominous ringing in her ears. The legendary fairy painted on her lower back hummed with anticipation, ready to bring any of a hundred active powers bursting forth.

And all the pain, and loss, and sacrifice...still fresh beneath the surface from a battle’s devastating cost, unlocked her frozen body. Propelling her forward into the cell.

“Rae...”

While Simon had said her name as an affirmation, Devon said it as a quiet plea. A warning for caution. There were no tatùs within these walls, but they had all grown up hearing enough stories of Simon Kerrigan to believe in the myth as well as the man.

He took a step with her, unwilling to let her go too far. On either side of them, the contingent of guards followed suit their guns still raised at the ready.

After ‘the battle to save the world’, as it had been quickly named by some of the younger members of the inked generation, the power dynamics within the society’s upper echelons had irrevocably shifted. Not only had Rae been unanimously asked to assume the presidency of the Privy Council, but she and her friends had been forcibly thrust into a position of near-royalty. A cult of fervent veneration had sprung up around the young friends. A respect bordering almost upon reverence that elevated their already-renowned story to the stuff of legends.

It was a strange and unwelcome position to find themselves in, seeing as the only thing the reluctant heroes wanted to do at the moment was shut themselves away from the world and cry. It also meant that, even though Rae and Devon were undoubtedly the most formidable warriors in the cell, their own guard felt absurdly protective of them.

The second Devon stepped forward, three hands shot out to pull him back. They would have done the same thing with Rae if she wasn’t already halfway across the floor, standing face to face with her father.

Would you look at that...

He was tall. She’d never known that before. With a beard that spoke to almost two decades kept in captivity. In all the pictures she’d seen, he’d always been clean-shaven.

She tilted her head and leaned in closer still.

It probably wasn’t wise to get so close. If she hadn’t figured that out herself, she could always pick up on it from the palpable tension coming from her people on the other side of the room. No, it probably wasn’t wise. But what part of this situation possibly made sense?

The man was dead. 

There was a death certificate to prove it. There were a dozen eye-witnesses to back it up. She had seen it herself, for Pete’s sake. She had seen the kitchen ceiling give way. Seen the waves of liquid fire crash down upon his head. He had been buried in rubble, only to emerge a broken corpse, not a flicker of life left in his body.

And yet...

Her blue eyes traced him up and down, taking in every little detail with spellbound attention, only to realize that he was doing the exact same thing to her. Their eyes met in the middle, and for a second she was almost tempted to reach out and touch him. If only to make sure that he was real.

Then Devon’s voice cracked out like a whip. “Kerrigan!”

Both Rae and Simon looked up at the same time.

She glanced over her shoulder, lingering a moment on her fiancé’s anxious face before returning to her father’s. That same paternal smile was still lighting him up, quickening his breath, before settling in his eyes as he beamed down at her.

“You look so much like your mother.”

Rae blinked once.

Then she pulled back her fist, and knocked him right to the floor.

*   *   *
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A DOZEN FRANTIC WHISPERS echoed nervously off the cell walls, creating a low buzz in Rae’s ears as she stared down at her father. For his part, Simon Kerrigan was sleeping peacefully on the stone floor, completely oblivious to the fact that his own flesh and blood had just punched him with enough force to dent a car.

“—can’t believe that’s actually him. They buried him, didn’t they? Had a funeral?”

“Cremated, I think. No funeral. Because who the hell would go?”

“But that’s Simon, alright. I was a few years above him in school. The beard threw me for a second, but I’d know him anywhere. There are some faces you just can’t hide...”

There are some faces you just can’t hide.

Rae stared down at Simon, ignoring the chaos going on around her as she pondered the wisdom in those words.

Was it true? Were there some things so terrible, that no matter how deep you buried them in the ground they would always come back up to haunt you? Could you only run so far before the past eventually caught up?

Several minutes passed, but Rae found that she couldn’t move a muscle. All she could do was stare. The buzzing in her ears grew louder and more impatient, but still she stayed right where she was, kneeling over Simon’s fallen body. Staring at his closed eyes, as if at any moment they could snap open and drop her where she stood.

As usual, Devon was just a step behind. He, too, had remained perfectly still. A far cry from his usual perpetual motion, but the boy was a perfect statue. The only time he moved was to reach out and grab someone’s cell phone, crumbling it in his hand before it could complete the call.

“Wait...please.”

The guards instantly complied with his soft-spoken request. But the buzzing remained.

An obvious question floated to the forefront of everyone’s mind, echoed back in a dozen different voices, phrased a dozen different ways. And the longer they stood there, the longer they talked, the more that question demanded an answer.

What the hell are we going to do?

“Rae,” Devon finally broke the unending stalemate. While she had been staring at Simon, he was only staring at her. “We need to make a move here.”

But Rae was lost, staring down at her father with a contemplative tilt to her head. “We have the same mouth, don’t you think?” Her hair spilled to the side as she examined him further. “I never noticed it before,” she murmured, “but look. It’s so obvious.”

A look of mild panic flitted across Devon’s face, but he was quick to keep it in check. He placed a gentle hand on her shoulder, but instead of pulling her up to her feet he sank down so that they were side by side—staring at the problem together.

“Honey,” he murmured, soft enough that only she could hear, “we can’t just stay.”

No. We can’t just stay.

Another obvious truth. Another layer to the problem.

But...what’s the alternative?

That, it turned out, was the real question.

Like a person coming out of a deep sleep Rae glanced behind her at the circle of guards, all of them still pointing their semi-automatics right at Simon’s chest. There was a distinct vigilance to the way they were standing—protective, because she was so close—but there was something else there as well. A deep hatred. One that knew no limits or bounds. They would shoot him right here as he slept. No qualms. No remorse.

...and would that be so wrong?

The man was supposed to be dead. He had killed countless people. Performed unspeakable torture. Ruined countless lives.

And yet...

“Devon,” her voice dropped to a shaking whisper, “I can’t—”

“President Kerrigan.”

The two of them fell instantly quiet as Mitchell Ford, the acting head of security for both the Council and the school, knelt respectfully by their side. A part of Rae was desperate for him to leave so they could talk in peace. Another part was grateful he’d brought his gun.

“I understand this is a shock, and an impossible situation you find yourself in.” His voice carried just the hint of a Southern drawl, but every part of him was solid. Compact. A moving mass of muscle paired with a rational mind that made him perfect for the job. “And after the ordeal you and Mr. Wardell have been through, no one could expect you to make this decision on your own...” he paused for a moment, and Rae looked up into his eyes, “...so let me.”

For a moment, the two of them just stared.

Is he saying what I think he’s saying?

Beside her, Devon’s lips parted in surprise. But he looked neither eager to accept the offer nor eager to turn it down. He was somewhere in the middle.

For her part Rae simply turned back to Simon, unable to formulate a single response.

Ford saw his opportunity and gently pressed forward.

“Simon Kerrigan is a murderer who deserves to die. There’s no other way of looking at it. Now, he is technically still your father, and I understand why that might impede your ability to make this sort of call.”

He straightened up slightly, looking like he was on the verge of a salute.

“Rest assured...it will not impede mine.”

Rae tore her eyes away from her sleeping father and gazed up at the man. A man who she had come to like very much the last few days, given the circumstances. He was logical, pragmatic, focused, and kind. An unlikely combination for any one person to have, and one that made him an invaluable asset to their protection force. An asset whose opinion she happened to value very much.

And here he was suggesting...

“Thanks, Mitch,” Devon cut in quickly, sensing she’d reached her limit. “Just give us a second to work it out.”

The man nodded, and swiftly got to his feet. But before he did so, he reached out and squeezed Rae’s arm with what he obviously thought to be words of comfort.

“It’ll be painless. I’ll make it quick. More than he deserves.”

Rae let out a quiet gasp as he returned to the ranks, wishing desperately—more than she had ever wished before—that she could simply sink into Devon’s arms. Close her eyes. Not have to think about this. Not be called upon to make this kind of decision.

As if on cue, a throat cleared softly and the guards turned discreetly to the side. They were still watching, of course, but also allowing their charges as much privacy as was possible.

Devon glanced back at them quickly before slipping his arm around Rae’s shoulders. One hand came up over the side of her face as he cradled her softly against his chest. “I’ll do whatever you want,” he murmured into her hair. “Whatever you think is best.”

Whatever I think is best?! Do I think it’s best to execute my father by firing squad?!

Well... maybe.

A wracking shudder shook Rae’s entire frame but, no matter what, she found herself unable to cry. Instead, she kept her eyes trained on Simon. Trying to imagine if the world would be a better place without him in it. Trying to imagine if it was a guilt she could possibly survive.

What would Carter do?

And just like that, as quickly as the question had arisen, it was forever laid to rest.

“I just lost one father,” she said in a low voice, “and now you’re asking me to shoot the other one in the head?”

Another shudder rippled through her, but she shook her head.

“I can’t do that.”

With a sudden flood of determination, she silently pushed to her feet... Devon right by her side. If her decision was badly received by the guards—and with Simon’s reputation, how could it not be—they were well-disciplined enough not to show it. And it was a good thing, too. Because she had made another decision, one that would put their loyalty to the test.

“I’m going to ask something of you now, each and every one of you.” She stared around the silent circle, looking each man in the eyes before moving on to the next. “I want you to keep this to yourselves, at least...for a little while. Until I make a more permanent decision as to what to do.”

This time, her request was met with restless shifting. Darting eyes. Discontent.

“I understand exactly what it means to ask this,” she continued carefully, forbidding herself to glance at Devon at the risk of what she might see. “I understand exactly the risk. But let me assure you, gentlemen, and this is a promise: no one here has more cause to hate Simon Kerrigan than me.”

The shifting stopped. The men were focused once more.

“I’m going to assume full responsibility for him. He’ll be under my constant supervision until such time as I see fit. I don’t have to tell you what that means...”

No, she didn’t. After the recent events that had taken place in this very factory, there wasn’t a single person of ink who wouldn’t trust her with their lives. To say that Simon would be under Rae’s supervision was almost better than to say that he’d be locked away in some cage.

“I don’t want to make it an order,” she said softly, locking eyes with Ford, “but I will if I have to. No one knows about this, understood?”

“Understood!”

The men echoed it back in a chorus, no one louder than their fearless leader. He met Rae’s eye with a solemn nod, and inclined his head.

“And no, Miss Kerrigan...you don’t need to make it an order.”

A ghost of a smile flitted across her face, and she nodded gratefully. “Thank you. All of you.”

Simon stirred on the ground beneath them, and time was suddenly of the essence.

“Now go,” she commanded, gesturing to the door. “Leave one of the cars for Devon and me to take back. The one with the containment hold in the
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