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    To those already walking in the spiritual/mystical realm…
To those who desire to know God intimately…
To those who seek authentic spiritual transformation and to transform others…
To those who desire to know the truth about who they are…
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Introduction
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Many people often argue whether man is tripartite (three in one) or bipartite (two in one). According to the Christian doctrine of immortality as well as the teachings of Jesus Christ, it is evident that man is a tripartite being. In most cases, man is perceived as a physical being only, which poses great danger. In his desire to satisfy his physical needs, man tends to lose sight of the fact that he is immortal. It is quite sad that most people still live in ignorance or willingly neglect the fact that there is life after death. On their death-bed, I presume they begin to think that, indeed, their bodies were more than just physical. 

Additionally, many people today believe that man is composed of only two major components: the body and the spirit. Although the soul and the body are closely related, it is sometimes confusing and challenging to determine the distinction between them. In that case, the conclusion we often make is that the soul and the spirit are not the same. The good thing is that the Bible does make a distinction between the two. 

Because man is created in the image of God, man is, therefore, considered a triune being. God said, “Let us make man in Our image.”​[1] From the Biblical point of view, God is a Trinity. This is also made clear by Apostle Paul in the benediction that closed 2 Corinthians. He simply said, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.” And Jesus said, “Go ye and teach all nations and baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”​[2]

The Keyword during creation is the term “Our Image.” This means that God was not alone. He was talking about the trinity. In the same manner, man is a trinity. This means man has a spiritual nature quite distinct from his physical body. Let us consider the following verses from the Bible that gives evidence of the tripartite (spirit, body, and soul) nature of man. Apostle Paul speaks of the spirit, soul, and body of God being preserved blameless until the coming of Jesus Christ. Secondly, we are told that the word of God is quick, powerful, and sharper than a two-edged sword that pierces through and divides the soul and the spirit and body asunder. This is because it can discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

One thing we should beware of is not all Christian denominations teach the Biblical perspectives of the tripartite nature of man. For instance, Jehovah’s witnesses erroneously teach that man has no soul. This is not the case, since the Bible specifically emphasizes that man was created a Trinity: soul, spirit, and body. In the same manner, our Eternal God is a Trinity: God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

We should remember that the tripartite nature of man is a fundamental part of the image relationship that exists between him and God. It is also important to bear in mind that life is not physical entirely and thus, man is not just a body! Additionally, neither the body, spirit, nor soul by themselves make up the whole man. Man is spirit, body, and soul. We must seriously consider and agree with this before we can understand with any degree of accuracy the subject of life and death. 

Part I of this book will confine its study/teachings to the tripartite nature of man, his mind, personality, emotions, thoughts, and will and how they function in relation to each other; vis-à-vis, his humanity. 

Part II will examine human divinity: what it really means for God to live within a human body and the possibilities that this reality opens up for us, and the world to come. 
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Part I

Our Humanity
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One cannot truly define humanity by what is already known, but to truly see and know what it means to be human is to stand outside time, space, and matter and look at one.

~ C. O. McLeish
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Chapter 1 

The Tripartite Nature of Man
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Paul writes, “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”​[3] Moses wrote, “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being (soul).”​[4] The living soul is used to describe man. This term simply came from the fact that God breathed life into a creation made of dust. This demonstrates that man is a critical entity who is a three-part being. This is why whatever happens in one part of man affects the other parts. King Solomon states that “...the spirit of man will sustain him in sicknesses.”​[5] Additionally, David says that a cheerful heart is like good medicine. God is very interested in all three parts of our being—the spirit, soul, and body. 

We are told by Luke that Jesus increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with both God and men. In other words, our mental and emotional growth is important in ensuring that our spiritual contact with God and communion with the Holy Ghost is sustained.

It is evident that God is interested in the sanctification of the body, soul, and spirit. For us to become like Jesus, or become the children of the Most High God, we have to allow God’s work of sanctification. Sanctification simply begins when the spirit of God is regenerated through new birth. Paul says that most people have their spirits “dead” to God.​[6] This is why many people today fail to have an intimate relationship with God to whom, by whom, and for whom are all things. God fills all things. He is the creator of the universe. This means that He dwells in and outside the universe. God is the ever-expanding principle of all creation.

God is both immanent and transcendent. He is here with us. God dwells within a believer. According to Paul, Jesus Christ lives within us.​[7] This truth is indeed marvelous. God dwells in those who have been reconciled to God through faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. Through sanctification, we desire the Holy Spirit and our soul seeks to fulfill these desires, needs, and wants. 

Apostle Paul said that the flesh lusts against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh. This is the case so that we do not do things that we so wish, but the things that the spirit of God requires us to do.​[8]

We must understand that the very first key to being successful Christians is to progressively give up our fleshly desires so that we allow the Holy Spirit to retrain our minds. In most cases, this can be a little painful and based on Biblical teachings, it can lead to an ongoing death. The funny thing is that dying to fleshly desires results in the fruit of peace, which we always crave. The Holy Spirit reveals the attributes of God through the gifts of the Holy Spirit. This is part of God’s plan for his children. However, most Christians deny the will of God and are robbed of the body of Christ, making it quite difficult to allow the spirit of man and that of God to be in communion with one another. Most of us claim that God dwells in us. But the most important question we should ask ourselves is, if this is the case, why is there so little taking place? The truth is that we must offer unto God our spirit, soul, and bodies. This does not mean our responsibility and will are taken away before God. Each new day is a chance for us to embrace the cross and the experience of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Through faith and love that we are led into this each day. 

According to Dr. Tyler, man is body, soul, and spirit. He explains that the role of the body is to sensor the external world while the soul and the spirit sensors the self and spirit world, respectively.​[9] 

This means that man is indeed a tripartite being. The spirit part of man represents the conscious of God, while the soul and the body represent self-conscious and sense-conscious, respectively. Therefore, it is right to say that man is a spirit who has a soul which dwells in the body. Adam and Eve, while in the Garden of Eden, were made whole and perfect through the spirit, soul, and body, but this was corrupted by their sin against God’s will. The entire human race is affected by Adam’s sin, as it inherited the Adamic sinful nature.​[10]

The Adamic nature is always in conflict with the will of God. You might be wondering, so what is this Adamic nature anyway? Well, this simply refers to the inclination and tendency of man to always deviate from the will of God, thus, making the wrong choices. But this was not the end because Jesus came to seek that which was lost and save us. 

When one is born again, salvation plays an important role in transforming their spirit from death to life in Christ Jesus. This is evident from the word of God, which states that if anyone is in Christ Jesus, they are made a new creation and behold, the old is passed and the new has come.​[11] Pastor, Dr. Creflo Dollar gives further insight, stating that as a born again Christian, we are imparted by the nature of God. This means that we take on the DNA of our Most High God.​[12]

Paul says we can stop being unregenerate and we wear the true nature of God in His image, righteousness, and holiness.​[13] Moreover, once we are born again, our spirit is sealed to preserve our righteousness, thus, creating a strong barrier meant to prevent sin from ever getting in.​[14] However, we are continually asked to renew our minds because our soul and mind still have the residue of sin from the Adamic nature. This is because our thought process was that of the former self and thus, upon salvation, we should first renew our minds. This is not something that you do once and is final. No, it is a process that is ongoing and we must do this daily through meditation of God’s word. This is also how we put on the new man. 

Apostle Peter says, “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul.”​[15] The main reason he said this was because there is a constant battle within the mind. Believers should know that once they are born again, they are made a new creation and are one with Christ, even though the temptation to sin is still there. 

It is important for us to understand that in the tripartite nature of man, it is the spirit man’s role to influence the soul so that the soul can in turn positively influence the body. Though born-again Christians are redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ, they are still prone to temptation. Even though temptation is real, it is not sin. It is only actualized as sin when we allow our thoughts, actions, or words to yield to the temptation. At this moment a body of flesh is created, which perpetually craves a repetition of the sin it once partook of. It is this flesh that needs to die. 

The Bible reminds us time and again that whenever sin confronts us, we have the power to overcome. This is through the authority, help, and grace of the Holy Ghost. This simply means that there is no way a Christian can live a Godly life without the help of God. We must remember that God gives us strength to get up and press forward in faith even when we stumble in our walk. King Solomon wrote that a righteous man may fall seven times but still rise up.​[16] In this case, the righteous man simply refers to a born-again believer in Christ Jesus. 

You might be wondering, how then does a believer rise up after falling? Well, our victory over sin is derived from the blood of the Son of God. The power and the presence of the Holy Ghost, as well as our ability to rely on the word of God, is the key to overcoming every situation. We have a guarantee that sin will no longer hold us back. John says, “Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.”​[17]

The above scripture does not say that the followers of Jesus will never sin. No, it simply means that through the blood of Jesus and the help of the Holy Spirit, we have spiritual confidence that our way of life is not characterized by sin. However, some people claim that they are born again but their character does not at all reflect the life and character of Jesus Christ. In such a case, the person may not be born again at all. This might be hard to understand, but it is crystal clear in the writings of Apostle John.​[18] 

Man as Spirit

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS the name of the third person of the Trinity. Whenever the Bible refers to Holy Spirit, it is always with a capital “S.” The instances where the spirit is referred to with a small letter could be referring to the spirit of man that is a part of his tripartite nature or an evil spirit. We are going to focus only on the spirit as it relates to one of the constituents of man. 

According to Dr. Clarence Larkin’s Rightly Dividing the Word (page 86), there are several ways in which the threefold nature of man can be illustrated, using three circles: the outer, middle, and inner circle.​[19] 

The outer circle represents the body of man, the middle represents the soul, and the inner represents the spirit. This is also how Moses designed the tabernacle, according to the model God gave him. Dr. Clarence continues to explain that the outer part of the circle is the part of man in contact with the material world through man’s common sense of touch, smell, taste, hearing, and sight. On the other hand, the middle part, which is the soul of man, is the part that represents his imaginations, memory, conscience, affection as well as reason. Finally, the inner part of the circle, which is the spirit, receives the impression of the body, which is in contact with the material world. This is the part that represents such faculties as faith, reverence, prayer, hope, worship, and praise. 

The spirit of man was illuminated from heaven in its unfallen state. However, once humanity fell in Adam, the sin of man shut the window of the spirit. It simply pulled the curtains down and the chamber of the spirit was then taken over by death. Therefore, the unregenerate heart can only come to life when the life and light of the Holy Spirit floods that chamber through acceptance of Jesus Christ. The spirit of man is the sphere in which the conscience of God lives and is the office in which regeneration takes place. 

According to Dr. Graham, the main theatre of the Holy Spirit and the part of man’s nature the Holy Spirit has affinity to is the spirit of man. Apostle Paul quoted the Prophet Isaiah saying it is written that no eye has seen, nor ear heard, neither in heart of man entered the things that God has prepared for those that love Him. Many people often stop at this point. However, Paul continues to say that God has revealed all these things to the Holy Spirit, because the spirit searches all things, including the deeper things of God. ​[20]

According to Paul, man only knows the things of man by the spirit of man within him. In the same way, no man knows the things of God, except the Spirit of God. But then Paul concludes that “...we have the mind of Christ.” We have access to God’s mind by His Spirit.​[21] 

In man’s unregenerate state, he knows the things of man simply through the “operator of man” that within him. Our human spirit is only limited to the things of man. Therefore, if we wish to know about the things of God, our unregenerated spirit does not permit us to. Paul explains that the natural man does not receive the things of the spirit of God because he perceives them as foolishness. Because of this, we cannot know the things of God since they are spiritually discerned.​[22] 

Essentially, the spirit of man needs regeneration before it can comprehend the things of God. This means that man’s spiritual nature requires renewal before he can understand Godliness. There is only one thing that stands between man’s spirit and Godliness—the will of man. When his will is truly and wholly surrendered to God, the Holy Ghost takes control of man’s abode in his spirit. Once this transaction occurs, Apostle Paul says we will know it. The Holy Spirit Himself will bear witness with our spirit that indeed we are the sons of God.​[23]

Unfortunately, many people today, even after knowing the truth, still confess that they get nothing from the Bible. This could be because they are unaware that they need to be regenerated and yield their will to the Holy Spirit of God. This is to ensure that they renew their spiritual man to God. If we are to understand the things of God, we first must accept Him through His son Jesus Christ. According to Apostle Matthew, we are not to give to the dogs the holy things nor cast our pearls to the pigs.​[24] 

We must understand that the spirit of unregenerate man does not have the power nor the capacity to appreciate God’s will and works. He is like a dog that fails to appreciate the holy things or a hog that fails to appreciate genuine pearl necklaces. Peter says that dogs often turn to feed on their own vomit and the washed pig returns to their wallowing in the mire.​[25] The dog is simply a dog and the pig just a pig. No amount of religion can cause a change in unregenerate man’s spirit. 

Dr. Campbell Morgan says that if we allow men of material possessions and the wisdom of the world to touch the things of God, out of pity and false charity, they will simply turn and rend us.

John writes that the things born of the flesh are flesh and the things born of the Spirit are Spirit.​[26] Therefore, the things of God and the ministry of Christ’s church cannot be entrusted to a man that is not born again. There is a spirit in
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