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BREAKING NEWS – SEPTEMBER 8, 2195

Riots erupted on Labor Day weekend as protests continued over the crash of the Advanced Artificial Intelligence (AAI) System. There has been no resolution to the matter despite four months of efforts to restore the system to public use. Public services have slowed considerably, especially in the areas of health care and infrastructure, as systems have been forced to revert to previous methods of service which are not as speedy or accurate as the AAI system.

“Julissa Solomon is the most dangerous person in the world. It’s been four months, and we still don’t know why the system is down,” Kelby Liguori, founder of the “Free our AAI Movement,” stated at a protest outside of the Nation’s Capital on Monday afternoon. “All we know is they’re investigating a breach in the system. Who breached it? Why did the President disband the research team that developed the AAI? Who’s working on the AAI now? It doesn’t make sense to send home the people who are most qualified to solve a problem of this magnitude.”

“The AAI team is not disbanded,” the White House responded. “They are still working on the problem but it is complex, and requires time and research. They moved their lab to a secure location and are alternating with a remote work schedule so they can continue to research and stabilize the AAI system without being disturbed by the protests taking place at the State House and the University. The Board of Directors and AAI team members have been attacked online and threatened physically, and they cannot work to their best capacity with the distractions of an angry public right outside of their door.”

Project Director Arjun Callistan agrees with the White House. “We haven’t released an explanation for why the AAI system crashed, because we don’t understand it ourselves. There was a breach in the Jenesys matrix in May that caused a cascade failure to the system. We have not stabilized Jenesys or regained full function and control of her system at this time. It’s not safe to restore Jenesys until we have her fully operational and under our control. This is a big problem that requires intense investigation and research to resolve. Furthermore, the team found it impossible to perform the complex research and calculations necessary to resolve the issue under constant threat and protests from the general public. Moving them to a secure work environment took additional time, effort, and resources that could have been used to research the problem if the protestors would have remained peaceful. The protestors are partly to blame for the delay in a resolution, as they created more problems that the Board of Directors had to troubleshoot before the AAI staff could return to their core purpose, which is the design and function of the worldwide AAI system to assist all of mankind.”

“They’re hiding something,” Miss Liguori responded when presented with this statement from Mr. Callistan. “Why else would the White House get involved in protecting a team that lost control of their creation? The AAI staff and Board of Directors should be held accountable. You can’t give humanity a gift this great and then take it away without an explanation. How many lives have been lost? How many people are suffering from terminal diseases, illnesses, and injuries that were relieved by AAI-powered nanotechnology just a few months ago? How many of us have suffered from delays in processes, systems, and delivery of information and goods that were desperately needed because their mistakes have thrown us back to the early twenty-first century? It’s inexcusable. We deserve answers, and they can’t hide forever. I can’t believe the Government, the University, the Board of Directors, and the investors are protecting a team that’s done this level of harm. Isn’t this a democracy? Don’t we have a judicial system to deal with these issues? We believe the AAI team should be brought before a Senate Committee meeting to explain what they’re doing in their secret lab. It’s time they stopped hiding behind their computers and faced us with some answers.”

There have been rumors of an alien presence infiltrating the AAI system. Another rumor is that the Domino system, which was used as a basis for the programming and development of the AAI system, has been breached, and that caused the AAI system failure. Representatives for the Board of Directors refute this claim.

“Domino is defunct, and has been for two decades,” Mr. Callistan said in a recent press conference. “The University used coding from Domino to develop the Jenesys matrix and the AAI system, and nothing more. It’s paranoia to suggest that the people in Domino broke out and took over the AAI. Why would they when they reside in a virtual Heaven? Who would choose to leave Paradise?”

Who indeed? But the fact remains that while they are in Paradise, many in the outside world believe that we’re living in hell. Perhaps it’s one of our makings.

“We became too dependent on machines, and look where it got us.” Mindy Kellette, leader of the “Alienate the AAI” movement, stated. “Technology is fine, but we crossed a line when we implanted it in our heads with the neural chips. Man and machine should be separate, not intertwined. You can call it evolution, but I believe these protests prove that integrating with the AAI was a step backward for humanity. We should have left well enough alone and chosen the path of harmony with one another, not enslavement to technology. We’d be fine if we hadn’t let these machines get in our heads.”

The majority are in favor of resuming the connection to the AAI, stating that it is the next step in human evolution.

“This is merely a setback,” Mr. Callistan said on the Good Morning America podcast today. “Every new system has glitches, and we’re lucky that this is the first problem we’ve faced with this system. We are continuing to research this issue to find a solution and are on track with developing a resolution. Right now, we ask for your patience. We’re sorry for those who have suffered from this malfunction and are committed to restoring the excellent service you’re accustomed to as soon as possible.”

A timeline for restoration has not been released.
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“You’d think the team members got along from reading that,” Julissa said as she closed out the article on her phone.

Jeremy reached across the table and took his wife’s limp hand. “I know you’ve been the target of a lot of the blame from the protestors, but you can’t take it to heart. We’ve talked about this. You have to ignore it and focus on fixing the problem. Remember why you decided to see a therapist. You couldn’t focus on the problem and needed to clear your mind. Working with her to get back on track with this project is a process. You can help us resolve this if you keep your perspective clear. Don’t get lost in anxiety, anger, or depression.”

“I am focused on the problem,” Julissa said. “I’ve been called the most dangerous person in the world, and with good reason. I lost control of our creation and need to get it back.”

Jeremy stared at her and squeezed her hand. “We lost control of Jenesys, not you. Revenant used your connection between Domino and Jenesys to take the system from us, but it wasn’t personal. It was his strategy, merely a means to an end. Those reporters and news outlets are vultures. They’ve spewed venom at all of us. I was called the Doomsday Creator by that same outlet last week. You can’t take it personally.” He smiled weakly. “At least they didn’t give you a lame nickname.”

“It feels personal,” Julissa said, taking her hand back and picking up her coffee mug.

He picked up his mug and took a drink. “That’s part of being human. Revenant isn’t human, at least not like we are.” He leaned forward. “I know you’ve been singled out in ways that the rest of the team members haven’t, and I’m sorry. I keep telling them that you need to be back in the office with us. We need every member of the team together to solve this problem, but Arjun and the Board of Directors still feel that it’s too dangerous to bring you back or to have the entire team in the office at one time except for occasional meetings. Revenant is still out there, and you’re his primary focus.” He stood to clean up his breakfast dishes. “I’m sorry, but you’re so focused on your work and getting back what you lost that you aren’t concerned about your safety. I’m trying to look out for you. We all are.”

“That’s easy for you to say. They made you the head of the AAI team.”

Jeremy closed the dishwasher and wiped his hands on the hand towel beside the kitchen sink. “I’m not the head of the team. Arjun is and always has been. We were just the leaders of our respective areas.”

“That’s right, they gave medical to Anna,” Anna
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