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Knight of Pentacles

Alice shuffled the special deck. She set it down and drew the top card. She smiled at the Knight of Pentacles. She turned and left the tarot reading room. She walked upstairs and entered her room. She sat down at her desk. She set the latest card down and found the corresponding cards from her decks.

She set the cards side by side and opened her notebook. She grabbed her pen and took notes. She could hear her aunt welcoming in clients for tarot readings. Alice smiled. She could hear the music coming from the greenhouse. So, Eliot was working out there.

Alice kept studying and jotting down her notes until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. The young elf set down her pen and stood up. She left her room and walked downstairs. She didn’t stop until she was in the kitchen. The music stopped moments later.

Without turning her head, Madeline asked, “What is the card of the day?”

Eliot stepped inside the kitchen and set the table. He stood by and waited for the answer.

Alice answered, “The Knight of Pentacles.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is someone who is mature, responsible, reliable, patient persistent, organized and dependable. They might be slow, but they will be worth the wait. Or it could just refer to hard work, interest, usefulness, benefit, protection, success and patience.”

Madeline nodded. “And what of the reverse meaning?”

Alice blinked. “The reverse meaning is complacency, stagnation, a refusal to move forward or getting pushed back. It can also be dogmatic or lazy and irresponsible. Definitely not a reliable person.”

Madeline nodded. “You of course may get a new card tomorrow.”

Alice smiled and got everyone drinks. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and enjoyed their meal together. They ate in silence to make it go faster. They were quiet because they knew they had to go to the fair today.

Yesterday, they had finished preparing and today they were ready to go back for another day. Eliot had everything packed. It was agreed that Madeline would go first and set up the booth while the younger elves cleaned up the kitchen.

Their meal was done and Madeline went to the greenhouse for their wagon of items. She walked to the fair as Alice and Eliot washed dishes and cleaned up the kitchen. Next, they went to the greenhouse and checked their orders. They had a couple of big orders to do and they just got right to it.

Eliot focused on the herbs and Alice focused on the toiletries. He moved on to the boxes, packaging and labels. He added his part to the orders and labeled the boxes. She was able to finish her part and he sealed up the boxes just as the delivery person arrived.

The delivery person accepted the boxes with a smile and left soon after. Alice and Eliot checked for any other orders and their stock. They finished everything and decided to go to the fair to see how Madeline was doing.

Madeline was tired, but quite happy at the same time. People came by and bought lots of items on the display at the booth.

“Madeline, it’s so good to see you. I wasn’t sure if you had retired.”

Madeline smiled. “I’m partially retired. I just do tarot readings now. I have two young elves under me who craft the herbs and toiletry items you see here.”

The customers were excited. They bought more items.

“Wow, I’m so glad you make the hypoallergenic items. They are so hard to find.”

Madeline nodded. “My niece Alice makes those and loves it. So, I’m sure she’ll keep at it.”

“I’m so glad I can get decent herbal medicines at a decent price.”

Madeline nodded. “Eliot crafts those now. He’s got a green thumb. I never have to worry about the plants now.”

Madeline waved to all those who had left and sighed at the pause in the crowd. She looked over the stock and wondered if they would have enough for the rest of the fair. She grabbed her tablet and sent a message to Eliot about it.

He sent her one back stating he and Alice would bring more when they stopped by. Madeline smiled. She had full confidence in both of the young elves. They hadn’t disappointed her in the least.

More customers came and Madeline greeted them. Some she didn’t recognize and knew they weren’t from around neighborhood. It was quite the fair. Even some of the store owners who ordered from them showed up.

“Wow, you have your own booth. Are you one of the crafters?”

Madeline shook her head. “Not anymore. I mostly do tarot readings now. I volunteered to help out with the fair so the two crafters could keep up with orders and the fair too.”

Alice and Eliot arrived carrying more items they had just crafted. They got into the booth and added the new items to the remaining ones.

“Oh, are these the crafters you were referring to?”

Madeline nodded. “Yes, they are. I never worry about the orders. I don’t even have to check up on them. They just take care of everything even when I’m napping.”

Alice and Eliot smiled and greeted people. The crowd was thick now and there were more transactions.

“Well, it’s good to see the people who craft the items people love to buy from my little shop in town.”

People came and went. There was another lull in the swarm of people who stopped by.

Madeline smiled. “It’s been busy. I do hope we have enough for the rest of the fair.”

Alice said, “This must be the price of popularity.”

Madeline laughed. “It’s a good thing my clients don’t want tarot readings right now. Or else I wouldn’t be able to help out with this fair.”

Eliot looked at the crowd and asked, “Has it been this busy since you’ve been here?”

Madeline nodded. “It’s been quite busy. That’s why I let you know we were running out of items.”

Alice said, “I’m glad you did. We’ll have to make more if this keeps up.”

Madeline said, “Don’t worry, I’ll cover here and we’ll get through it.”

Alice nodded. “I’m sure we will. We’re quite a team at this point.”

Madeline greeted more people and more items were quickly sold. Alice and Eliot made notes as to what people were buying so they could restock later on. All three lost track of time and before they knew it, it was time to go home.

They packed up their things. Alice and Eliot pulled the wagons behind them. Madeline walked to the house and went to her room to sleep. The younger elves went to the greenhouse and decided to stock up for tomorrow. The orders were looking good for now.

They were tired and they went to the kitchen to get some food. They knew Madeline was still asleep and they just cooked together without worry. Soon they had served themselves and got drinks. They sat down together and ate in silence.

Madeline came into the kitchen and blinked. She looked at the young elves and over at the stove. She helped herself to the rest of the food and sat down with them. She tried it. “Well, I didn’t realize you both knew how to cook so well.”

Alice and Eliot smiled.

Alice said, “We were hungry after we stocked up for the fair tomorrow. We knew you were still asleep. So, we cooked. I hope you don’t mind.”

Madeline smiled. “I understand. I guess I didn’t realize how tired I would be after the fair. This is actually good. Perhaps I should let you two cook more often.”

Eliot smiled. “Well, we’ll figure something out especially if you want to keep working the booth by yourself.”

Madeline nodded. “Yes, I think that’s for the best. That frees you two up for the crafting. But how will we deal with the food?”

Alice answered, “We can cook extra so we have leftovers. You can take some with you to the fair and then you don’t have to worry about it.”

Madeline blinked. “Okay, that’s a good idea.”

Eliot asked, “Madeline, were you praising us to people at the fair?”

Madeline smiled. “I was. I didn’t want people to think I made everything when you two are doing the crafting. Some people were surprised I wasn’t retired. I just let them know I’m only partially retired and that you two had taken over the crafting and the plants.” She paused to eat more. “Oh, and I did let everyone know I had nothing to worry about from you two. You just do your work and I can sleep when I need to.”

Alice smiled. “Thanks, Madeline. Your praise means a lot to.”

Eliot smiled. “Yes, thank you. I know it’s not easy to earn your respect and trust as we have. I know how picky you can be and I’m glad you don’t mind the changes we’ve made.”

Madeline scoffed. “Well, the changes you’ve both made aren’t that bad. We are doing better financially, which was the thing I worried about the most. You both surprised me in a good way. I know my faith in the two of you isn’t misplaced. Working at the fair today proved that to me without any doubt.”

Eliot said, “I’m glad to hear it. Now, don’t worry about cleaning up the kitchen, Alice and I will take care of it.” He stood up to clear the table.

Alice stood up too. “Yeah, just rest. I think it’s good that you’re running the booth. It is helping us to keep up with the crafting.”

Madeline said, “Very well. I am done eating. I’ll see you tomorrow perhaps during breakfast.” She went back to her room to sleep.

Alice and Eliot cooked more food so they didn’t have to worry about meals for the rest of the fair and then they cleaned up the kitchen and washed dishes.


Also By Ali Noel Vyain

For more information, please check out alinoelvyain.wordpress.com and books2read.com/alinoelvyain

The Strange & Unusual Universe of Silver Moon Unicorn

The Colonies of Earth Series

The Colonies of Earth (Eris): Different

The Colonies of Earth (Venus): In Men’s Shadows

The Colonies of Earth Series: Tales From Mars

The Colonies of Earth: The Colonies Will Be Independent

The Colonies of Earth: (Orcus): The Amazons Rise Up

The Colonies of Earth (Pluto): First Time

The Colonies of Earth (Saturn & Titan): Praying for Death

The Colonies of Earth (Mercury): This Strange, Wild Land

The Colonies of Earth (The Moon): The Crossroads

The Colonies of Earth (Triton): The Mistress

The Colonies of Earth (Neptune): The Plantation Owner

The Colonies of Earth (Ceres): The Vampire’s Girlfriend

The Colonies of Earth (Titania): Vampire Struggles

The Colonies of Earth (Haumea): Aftermath

The Colonies of Earth: Box Set

The Starlover Series

Book 1: Project Earth

Book 2: Uncle & Niece

Book 3: Traveling Teenager

Book 4: Cassandra the Red Tiger

The Starlover Series Box Set

The Violet Series

Book 1: A Water Nymph’s Tale

Book 2: The Search for Merlin

Book 3: Retribution

Book 4: Flames & Ghosts

Book 5: The Lunatics

Book 6: Witches & Weres

Book 7: Recovery

Book 8: To Love or Not to Love

Book 9: The Joys of Working with Others

Book 10: After the Affair is Over

Book 11: No More Quarantine

Book 12: The Amazons Are Still in Control

Book 13: Family History

The Violet Series Box Set

The Guardian Series

Book 1: Formation of the Guardians

Book 2: The Sorceress and the Prince

Book 3: The Escaped Courtier

Book 4: The War Must End

Book 5: Anjilina

Book 6: Maggie the Fairy Warrior

Book 7: Faedin









The White Lion Unicorn Series











The Titanium Mysteries















Cyborgs





Alice Flowers Tarot
















































































Background Informational Books





Cat Tale Books




Sir Socks Le Chat





Poetry



























Non-Fiction Books





knightpentaclescov.png
Aflice FElowers Tarot Story 35:
Knight of Pentacles

Ali Noel Vyain





