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Vorwort 

Liebe Leserin, lieber Leser,

Willkommen zu "The Barcelona Switch"! Sie halten nicht nur einen spannenden Roman in den Händen, sondern auch ein sorgfältig entwickeltes Werkzeug, das Ihnen helfen soll, Ihre Englischkenntnisse auf die nächste Stufe zu heben.

Dieses Buch ist ein "Graded Reader" (eine Lektüre mit angepasstem Sprachniveau) und wurde speziell für Lernende auf dem  Niveau B1-B2  des Gemeinsamen Europäischen Referenzrahmens (GER) konzipiert.

Was Sie erwartet:


    	Genre und Handlung:  Dies ist kein trockenes Lehrbuch. "The Barcelona Switch" ist ein fesselnder  Action-Thriller . Wir folgen Alex, einem gewöhnlichen Touristen, dessen Urlaub in Barcelona eine dramatische Wendung nimmt, als er versehentlich eine falsche Tasche an sich nimmt. Diese einfache Verwechslung stürzt ihn in ein rasantes Abenteuer voller Geheimnisse, Gefahren und Verfolgungsjagden durch die Gassen einer wunderschönen Stadt.


    	Sprache und Vokabular:  Die Geschichte ist in einer klaren, modernen und zugänglichen Sprache geschrieben. Wir haben uns bewusst auf die  1000 am häufigsten verwendeten Wörter  der englischen Sprache konzentriert. Komplexe Sätze wurden vereinfacht, damit Sie die Handlung genießen und dem roten Faden folgen können, ohne ständig ein Wörterbuch zurate ziehen zu müssen.


    	Lernziel:  Unser Ziel ist es, Ihnen ein "flüssiges" Leseerlebnis (Flow) zu ermöglichen. Indem Sie in eine spannende Geschichte eintauchen, erweitern Sie Ihren Wortschatz auf natürliche Weise und festigen Ihr Verständnis für gängige Satzstrukturen.

  

Wir sind überzeugt, dass das Erlernen einer Sprache Spaß machen muss. Wir hoffen, dass die Abenteuer von Alex Sie fesseln und Sie am Ende dieser Lektüre nicht nur gut unterhalten wurden, sondern sich auch sicherer im Umgang mit der englischen Sprache fühlen.

Viel Spaß beim Lesen und Lernen!








Chapter 1: The Wrong Black Bag

The plane landed with a soft bump. Alex felt tired. The flight from London was only two hours, but he did not sleep well the night before. He was excited about his holiday. Three weeks in Barcelona. No work. No rain. Just sun, beaches, and interesting buildings. He grabbed his small suitcase from the overhead compartment and walked out of the plane.

The airport was busy. People were moving in all directions. Alex followed the signs for the "Sortida" (Exit) and then for the train. The airport train was the cheapest way to get to the city center.

He bought a ticket and waited on the platform. It was hot. Much hotter than London. Alex wiped his face with his hand. He was wearing a t-shirt, but he still felt warm.

The train arrived. It was crowded. Alex found a seat and put his small suitcase between his legs. He put his backpack on the floor next to his feet. It was a simple black backpack. He always used it for traveling. It held his book, his water bottle, his passport, and his phone charger.

Opposite him, a man sat down. The man was reading a newspaper. He also had a black backpack. It looked exactly like Alex’s bag. Simple, black, maybe a little old. Alex did not notice. He was too busy looking out of the window. The train started to move.

Alex pulled out his phone. He looked at the email from his hotel. It gave him directions. "Get off at Sants Estació. Then, walk for ten minutes." It seemed easy.

He watched the suburbs of Barcelona pass by the window. The buildings were different from London. They were more colorful. The sun was bright in the blue sky. Alex started to feel good. He was finally on holiday.

The train stopped at Sants Estació. This was the main train station. "This is my stop," Alex thought. The doors opened. A lot of people tried to get off the train at the same time. "Excuse me," Alex said. He stood up. He grabbed his suitcase handle in one hand. With his other hand, he grabbed the black backpack from the floor. The man opposite him was still reading his newspaper. Alex pushed his way through the crowd and stepped onto the platform. He did not look back.

The station was huge and noisy. Alex found the correct exit and walked out onto the street. The air felt warm and smelled like city, food, and the sea. He checked the map on his phone. The hotel was close.

The walk was nice. The streets were wide, with big trees. People sat at cafes, drinking coffee and talking. Alex smiled. This was good.

His hotel was on a small side street. It was called "Hotel Sol." The woman at the reception desk smiled. "Welcome to Hotel Sol," she said. "Can I have your passport, please?" Alex put his backpack on the floor. He opened the front pocket to get his passport.  Wait.  His passport was not there. He always put his passport in the front pocket. "One moment," he said to the woman. He felt a little stupid. He opened the  main  zipper of the bag. He stopped. His hand touched something cold and hard. It felt like metal. Alex looked inside the bag. This was not his bag. His bag had a book, a blue water bottle, and clothes. This bag had a heavy, strange metal device. It was covered in wires. Next to it was a thick brown envelope. Alex’s heart started to beat very fast. "Is there a problem, sir?" the woman asked. "No. No problem," Alex said quickly. He closed the zipper. "I... I think I left my passport in my other bag. In my suitcase." He quickly opened his suitcase on the floor. He knew his passport was not there. He was just thinking. What should he do? "Ah, here it is!" he lied. He pulled his wallet from his pocket. He had his passport in his  trousers  pocket the whole time. He forgot. He felt so stupid. But he also felt... scared. He gave the passport to the woman. She checked him in. "You are in room 304. Here is your key card. Enjoy your stay in Barcelona." "Thank you," Alex said. His voice sounded strange.

He took the elevator to the third floor. His hands were shaking a little. He found room 304 and opened the door. The room was small, but it was clean. It had a bed, a desk, and a window. Alex locked the door. He threw his suitcase on the floor. He put the wrong backpack on the bed. He looked at it for a long time. "This is a mistake," he whispered. "A simple mistake." He opened the bag again. He took out the metal device. It was heavy. He did not know what it was. It looked like something from a spy movie. Then, he took out the thick brown envelope. He opened it. It was full of money. Euros. Fifty-euro notes. There must be thousands of Euros here. "Okay. Okay. Calm down, Alex," he said to himself. What should he do? He should take the bag to the police. But what would he say? "I found this bag. It has a strange machine and a lot of money." Would they believe him? He thought about the man on the train. The man with the newspaper. The man must have  his  bag. His bag with his book and his water bottle. The man was probably very angry. The man was probably looking for  this  bag.

Alex sat on the bed. His holiday was only one hour old, and it was already a disaster. He felt sick. He looked at the device. He looked at the money. He should just call the reception. No, call the police. That was the right thing to do. He reached for his phone.

KNOCK. KNOCK. KNOCK.

Alex froze. His blood felt cold. The knock was not a soft knock from hotel staff. It was a loud, hard knock. He did not move. He did not breathe.

KNOCK. KNOCK. KNOCK.

This time, the knock was stronger. Then, a voice. A low voice, speaking English with a strong accent. "We know you are in there. Open the door. We just want the bag."


















Chapter 2: The Third Floor Window

Alex’s heart stopped. The voice was low and cold. It was not Spanish. It was an accent he did not know. "Open the door. We just want the bag."

Alex did not move. He did not make a sound. He held his breath. His mind was empty. He could not think.  What is happening? This is a mistake. It is
























Chapter 3: Locker 237









    	Go to the police. He thought about this. What would he say? "I took the wrong bag. Men chased me. The bag has a strange machine and a lot of money." The police would ask many questions. They might think  he  stole the money. They might think the strange device was  his . And he had no identification. This was a bad option.


    	Go to the British Embassy. This was a good idea. He could get an emergency passport. But... he would need to prove who he was. He had no passport. No driver's license (it was in his hotel room). It would take days. And the men were looking for him  now . He did not have days.

  










Chapter 4: The Man from the Train






























Chapter 5: The Magic Fountain






Chapter 6: The View from the Arena
































Chapter 7: The Alley Behind the Arena

























Chapter 8: The Second Text




































Chapter 9: Level Minus Three





























Chapter 10: The Man from the Train

































Chapter 11: The Sound of the Gun



























Chapter 12: The Long Walk to Sants

















Chapter 13: The Man in the Mirror






    	His passport. (Safe).


    	Six Euros in coins. (Safe).


    	The burner phone. (Dangerous).


    	The locker key, 237. (Dangerous).

  















Chapter 14: The Final Lock





































Chapter 15: Airside




















Chapter 16: The Man in Seat 17B




















Chapter 17: The View from Above


















Chapter 18: The Red Phone Box
































Chapter 19: The Man Who Was Cold












Chapter 20: The Man Who Was Home











