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			To my friends in the UPC

		

	
		
			IN THESE MODERN TIMES, the word virgin has become a dirty word. Christian boys and girls are not taught that Jesus expects them to be virgins when they marry. A multitude of preachers are making a lot of noise about the subject of abortion––but they are strangely silent on the subject of virginity. The virginally quiet pulpiteers are all the more puzzling––when one considers the fact that the Gospel of Jesus Christ began with a young woman who was a virgin. Many Bible sermonizers have abandoned Jesus for a cheapened, socially popular religion.
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			Preface

			Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

			Ephesians 5:16

			YOUR TIME ON EARTH IS a precious gift to you from God. He created you, and He continually creates for you––every second, minute, hour, day, week, month, and year that you breathe on this planet. Time, as God created it, is a holy thing. Time is spiritual silver and gold. Time is spiritual money. Time is precious.

			Time is the spiritual foundation and the physical support of your life. Anything that you accomplish for God you do it utilizing the time that He gives you. Using God’s time, you can become a pastor, preacher, evangelist, seminary professor, or world traveling missionary. With God’s time in your hands, you can become an exceptional husband or wife, father or mother, or an excellent mentor or spiritual parent to someone. 

			Within God’s framework of time, you can become a butcher, a baker, a candlestick maker, a doctor, a lawyer, a liar, or a thief. 

			Many people in these modern times are spiritual thieves. Instead of giving God a true tithe of their time, they squander away His precious moments on things that are not sanctioned by His Spirit. Foremost among the things that Christians misspend time on are politics, social media, and run-of-the-mill worldly-mindedness (vain TV shows, ungodly movies, music, games, entertainment, etc.) 

			Politics and worldly-minded politicians would be valuable for ten thousand times ten thousand years, if they taught people to live these ten words of Jesus on the cross:

			Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. (Luke 23:34) 

			As it is, politics and politicians will not teach these ten words. It is what it is.

			There are social media platforms that increase their profits by allowing Scripture to be taught. But the words of the preachers and their Bible teachings are drowned out by an ungodly flood of babble––and the attractive lies of the Serpent. Young people who use social media for their daily Bible bread usually wade through a cesspool of devil-dung, before and after the Scriptural lessons. Their minds become a house divided.

			And he called them unto him, and said unto them in parables, How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand. (Mark 3:23–25) 

			There are more cell phones than print Bibles in many congregations these days. Church people say they are reading Bible apps on the phone, but the reality is they are a divided house that is sharing a platform with friends of the devil while attending a Sunday assembly that is dedicated to Jesus.

			Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light live with darkness? 15 What harmony can there be between Christ and the devil? How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever? 16 And what union can there be between God’s temple and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God said: “I will live in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 17 Therefore, come out from among unbelievers, and separate yourselves from them, says the Lord. Don’t touch their filthy things, and I will welcome you. 18 And I will be your Father, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” (2 Corinthians 6:14–18 NLT)

			Amish Christians deliberately repudiate many modern time saving conveniences and spend more time working with their hands for the basic necessities of life. They say it pushes them closer to heaven. The vast majority of their time is spent on things approved by God.

			God’s purpose for your life time is for you to demonstrate His everlasting holiness to the temporal world. But you must invest a considerable amount of time learning about the God of the Holy Bible in order to fulfil His plan for your life.

			The New Testament is composed of 260 chapters, 7,959 verses, and 184,000 words. If a person read one chapter a day, he or she could finish the entire book in less than a year. The Scriptures prescribe self-study:

			Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15) 

			The Bible also directs the king of the nation to study the Holy Scriptures:

			And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a book out of that which is before the priests, the Levites: 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them: 20 That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left: to the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the midst of Israel. (Deuteronomy 17:18–20) 

			God has instructed everyone from kings to presidents, politicians, peasants and paupers to bow their heads in the reverent study of His Word. 

			I will study your commandments and reflect on your ways. 16 I will delight in your decrees and not forget your word. (Psalm 119:15–16 NLT)

			Unfortunately, among church people and worldly people alike more heads are bowed over cell phone posts on Facebook, Snapchat, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram, TikTok, and Spotify in one day than those who seriously study the Bible in one year. The price that is being paid for the substitution of the Words of the Bible for the words of social media is the desertion of Jesus Christ. 

			Their land is full of idols; the people worship things they have made with their own hands. (Isaiah 2:8 NLT)

			The Super-Politician, the Antichrist, will rise to power and influence within the dark social setting of Facebook religion. Social media pulpits will be the main method of the communication of his messages. Evangelists and Evangelical groups will swallow the lies of the Antichrist hook, line and sinker. He will cause the Evangelicals to believe that he is the Champion of Israel. He will claim that his political brilliance––not God’s Providence––has established Jerusalem as the spiritual capital of the world. He will be trusted. Jesus Christ will be abandoned for political expediency and Barabbas the murderer (a foretoken of the Antichrist).

			Barabbas’ full name was Jesus Barabbas. Just as the religious authorities rejected the holy Jesus Christ for the unholy thief Jesus Barabbas, the Evangelical authorities will reject the true Spirit of Christ for the time-stealing spirit of the Antichrist (see John 18:39–40, Matthew 27:20–26, and Mark 15:6–13).

			Just as it was the mission of Jesus of Nazareth to reveal the attributes of God His Father to the visible world (see John 14:7–11), it is the mission of the Church of Jesus to shine forth the character of Christ in a darkening social environment. 

			The Bible tells us––as members of the Kingdom of God––we are the servants of Christ. And that it is our privilege to serve people the righteousness, peace, and the joy of the Holy Spirit (see Romans 14:17–18). We are also taught by Scripture to first give God our bodies by making them holy, and then let Him transform our minds:

			And so
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