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    To every soul that has felt dry, weary, or forgotten—
may you discover that God still breathes life into what seems lost.
To the hearts waiting for restoration,
standing in valleys that feel silent and empty—
this story is for you.
And to the God who speaks life over dust
and raises hope from what appears lifeless—
may His breath awaken faith, restore purpose, and renew every heart.
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Chapter 1: Led into the Valley
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Focus Scripture: Ezekiel 37:1

“The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones.”

––––––––
[image: ]


When God Leads Where We Would Never Go

There are places we would choose.

And there are places we would avoid.

Places of comfort.

Places of familiarity.

Places where life feels stable, predictable, manageable.

And then—

There are valleys.

Low places.

Unsettling places.

Places where things feel exposed.

Empty.

Desolate.

And yet, Ezekiel’s journey does not begin with his own decision.

He is not wandering into this valley.

He is led.

Carried.

Positioned.

And this changes everything.

Because the valley he enters—

Is not accidental.

It is intentional.
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The Hand That Leads

“The hand of the LORD was upon me...”

This is the beginning.

Not the valley.

Not the bones.

But the hand.

The presence.

The involvement of God.

Before Ezekiel sees anything—

He is held.

Guided.

Directed.
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The Weight and Assurance of God’s Hand

The hand of the Lord represents more than guidance.

It represents authority.

Control.

Power.

But also assurance.

Because to be led by God’s hand—

Is to be secure.

Even when the destination is unknown.
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Carried, Not Walking

“...and carried me out...”

Ezekiel is not walking into this experience.

He is carried.

Moved.

Transported.

This removes personal control.

He is not choosing the direction.

He is not determining the destination.

He is being led.
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The Surrender of Control

To be carried is to surrender control.

To release the need to choose.

To trust the one who leads.

This is not always easy.

Because we prefer direction that we understand.

But God often leads beyond understanding.
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The Spirit That Directs

“...in the spirit of the LORD...”

This is not physical movement alone.

It is spiritual direction.

God is not merely relocating Ezekiel—

He is positioning him spiritually.

For what he is about to see.

––––––––
[image: ]


The Nature of Divine Positioning

Positioning matters.

Where we are placed.

What we are shown.

What we experience.

These are not random.

They are purposeful.

Intentional.
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Set Down in the Valley

“...and set me down in the midst of the valley...”

Ezekiel is not placed at the edge.

Not at a distance.

Not as an observer from afar.

He is set in the midst.

Surrounded.

Immersed.

Fully engaged.
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The Significance of the “Midst”

Being in the midst changes perspective.

It removes detachment.

It creates proximity.

Ezekiel cannot look from afar—

He must face what is before him.
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The Valley as a Place of Exposure

Valleys expose.

They are open.

Wide.

Nothing hidden.

Everything visible.

And what Ezekiel sees—

Is overwhelming.
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The Valley Full of Bones

“...which was full of bones.”

Not a few bones.

Not scattered lightly.

But full.

Covered.

Overwhelmed with evidence of death.
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The Reality of What Ezekiel Sees

This is not symbolic yet.

It is real to him.

A valley filled with remains.

With what once lived.

But is now gone.
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The Confrontation With Death

Bones represent death.

Finality.

The end of life.

There is no movement.

No breath.

No possibility—at least from a human perspective.
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The Overwhelming Nature of the Scene

Ezekiel is not shielded from this reality.

He is placed in it.

Surrounded by it.

Because sometimes God brings us face to face—

With what we would rather avoid.
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The Discomfort of Divine Encounters

This moment is not comfortable.

It is not peaceful.

It is not reassuring in appearance.

It is unsettling.

Disturbing.

Heavy.
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Why God Leads Into Uncomfortable Places

God does not always lead into comfort.

He leads into truth.

Into reality.

Into places where something needs to be revealed.
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The Illusion of Avoidance

We often avoid what is uncomfortable.

What is broken.

What is lifeless.

But avoidance does not bring transformation.

––––––––
[image: ]


The Necessity of Seeing Clearly

Before God restores—

He reveals.

Before He transforms—

He exposes.

Ezekiel must see the valley.

Fully.

Clearly.
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The Role of Awareness in Transformation

Awareness is the beginning.

To recognize what is broken.

What is lifeless.

What is beyond human ability.

This is where transformation begins.
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A Mirror for Our Own Lives

This valley is not only Ezekiel’s.

It reflects moments in our own lives.

Places where we encounter:

Loss.

Failure.

Brokenness.

Situations that seem beyond repair.
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The Valleys We Do Not Choose

We do not choose these valleys.

But sometimes—

We are led into them.

Not by accident.

But by purpose.
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The Question of Trust in the Valley

When we are led into such places—

The question becomes:

Do we trust the one who led us here?

Because if God leads—

There is purpose.
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The Presence of God in the Valley

The valley is not empty of God.

His hand led Ezekiel there.

Which means—

His presence is there.
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The Misinterpretation of Difficult Places

We often interpret difficulty as absence of God.

But this passage reveals the opposite.

God can lead us into difficult places—

For divine purpose.

––––––––
[image: ]


The Potential Hidden in the Valley

What appears lifeless—

May not be final.

What appears broken—

May not be beyond restoration.

Because God’s power is not limited—

By what we see.
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The Beginning of Revelation

This moment is the beginning.

Not the end.

The valley is not the conclusion—

It is the starting point.

––––––––
[image: ]


The Invitation to Look Differently

God invites Ezekiel to see.

Not just with human eyes—

But with spiritual understanding.

To recognize that what appears final—

May not be.
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The Role of God’s Perspective

God sees differently.

Where we see death—

He sees possibility.

Where we see finality—

He sees potential.
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The Preparation for What Is to Come

This valley prepares Ezekiel.

For what he will witness.

For what God will do.

Because understanding the depth of brokenness—

Reveals the magnitude of restoration.
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The Foundation of Faith

Faith begins here.

In the valley.

In the presence of what seems impossible.

Because faith is not formed in ease—

But in challenge.

––––––––
[image: ]


Conclusion: Led for a Purpose

Ezekiel is led.

Carried.

Positioned.

Into a valley full of bones.

Not by accident—

But by design.

Because God intends to reveal something.
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Final Reflection: Where Has God Led Us?

This chapter leaves us with a question:

Where has God led us—

That we did not choose?

What valleys have we found ourselves in—

That feel uncomfortable?

Because those places—

May not be places of abandonment.

But places of revelation.

Where God intends to show—

That what appears lifeless—

Is not beyond His power.
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Chapter 2: Surrounded by Dryness
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Focus Scripture: Ezekiel 37:2

“And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.”
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When God Makes Us Look Closely

There is a difference between seeing something at a distance—

And being made to walk through it.

Ezekiel is not only brought into the valley.

He is not merely shown the bones from afar.

He is caused to pass among them.

To move around them.

To observe them closely.

Carefully.

Intentionally.

God does not allow him to glance and move on.

He requires him to look.
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The Movement Within the Valley

“And caused me to pass by them round about...”

Ezekiel is led again.

Not randomly—

But deliberately.

He walks among the bones.

Around them.

Through them.

This is not passive observation.

It is immersive.

Engaging.
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The Intentionality of God’s Process

God is intentional.

He does not rush this moment.

He does not skip ahead to restoration.

He pauses—

In the valley.

In the dryness.

Because something must be understood first.
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The Necessity of Confronting Reality

Before anything changes—

Reality must be faced.

Not minimized.

Not ignored.

Not softened.

But seen clearly.

Fully.

Honestly.
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The Tendency to Avoid Brokenness

Human nature often avoids what is broken.

What is uncomfortable.

What is painful.

We prefer distance.

Detachment.

Distraction.

But God does not allow Ezekiel to avoid it.
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The Invitation to See Without Illusion

God invites Ezekiel to see without illusion.

Without denial.

Without reinterpretation.

To see things as they are—

Not as he wishes them to be.
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The Multiplicity of the Bones

“...and, behold, there were very many...”

The bones are not few.

Not isolated.

Not manageable.

They are many.

Overwhelming in number.

This is not a small problem.

It is vast.

Extensive.
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The Scale of Brokenness

The sheer number emphasizes the scale.

This is not a localized issue.

It is widespread.

Systemic.

Deeply rooted.
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The Reality That Cannot Be Ignored

Ezekiel cannot overlook this.

Cannot minimize it.

Cannot pretend it is less than it is.

Because the reality is too great.
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The Visibility of the Situation

“...in the open valley...”

Nothing is hidden.

Nothing concealed.

Everything is exposed.

Visible.

Clear.

The brokenness is not secret.

It is evident.
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The Exposure of What Is Lifeless

In the open valley—

There is no covering.

No disguise.

The bones are seen for what they are.

Lifeless.

Still.
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The Emphasis on Dryness

“...and, lo, they were very dry.”

This detail matters.

Very dry.

Not recently dead.

Not recently broken.

But long gone.

Time has passed.

Decay has settled.
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The Meaning of Dryness

Dryness suggests:

Absence of life.

Absence of moisture.

Absence of vitality.

It indicates that life has been gone—

For a long time.
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The Finality Implied by Dryness

From a human perspective—

Dry bones represent finality.

There is no pulse.

No breath.

No possibility.

At least, not naturally.
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The Depth of Hopelessness

The scene is not just broken—

It is hopeless.

Nothing suggests recovery.

Nothing indicates potential.

It is complete desolation.
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The Emotional Weight of Observation

Ezekiel does not only see—

He feels.

The weight.

The heaviness.

The reality of what lies before him.

––––––––
[image: ]


The Absence of Immediate Explanation

God does not explain yet.

He does not interpret.

He does not clarify.

He allows Ezekiel to observe.

To process.

To feel the reality.
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The Discipline of Sitting in Reality

This is a discipline.

To remain in reality without rushing to solution.

To allow the weight to settle.

To recognize the depth of the situation.
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A Mirror for Our Own Lives

This moment reflects our own experiences.
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The Areas We Avoid Looking At
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The Call to Honest Recognition
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The Difference Between Ignoring and Confronting
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The Role of God in Revealing Reality
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The Preparation for Restoration
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The Contrast Between Human Limitation and Divine Possibility
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The Beginning of Faith
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The Tension Between What Is Seen and What Is Possible
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The Importance of Not Rushing Past the Valley
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The Value of Observing Before Acting
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The Formation of Perspective
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The Role of God’s Timing
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The Reality That God Does Not Ignore Brokenness
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Conclusion: Seeing Before Transforming
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Final Reflection: What Are We Being Asked to See?
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