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INTRODUCTION

By Patton Oswalt

X0

JUSTICE STAINED with darkness. Evil
refined by twisted versions of honor and
nobility. For years (and through countless
issues and iterations) Matt Wagner’s master
criminal Grendel navigated those lines.
While Grendel was an elegant psychopath
with impeccable taste, his archenemy
was Argent, a bestial outcast with an
unshakable heart of goodness. It was an
instantly addictive, fertile territory in which
to base a crime epic. Numerous rereadings
only reveal more and more of the full-
spectrum gray areas that Wagner wanted
to explore.

Which is why it's so exciting to see Wagner
pit his greatest creation against the
ur-avenger in crime pulp, the Shadow. Was
there ever a simpler, more evocative name
for the kind of noir hero that could go up
against privileged, smiling evil? A reformed
crime lord himself, the Shadow (and his
alter ego, Lamont Cranston/Kent Allard) is
adept at tracking and foiling criminals
because he’s already trodden the steps
they're tentatively taking. Grendel (and
his alter ego, the genius novelist Hunter
Rose) is the insatiable crime lord who is
just as contemptuous of the shortsighted

greed of his criminal brethren as he is
of the plodding forces of law and order
pursuing him.

A lesser writer and artist would make a
hash of these two foes, who constantly
test, vex, and secretly fascinate one
another. But Matt Wagner is like a ballet
choreographer on three hours’ sleep and
three days of amphetamines. The panels
inside these pages sting and swoop,
horrify and exhilarate, amuse and disturb.

Notice how I'm not giving away any plot
details? That's because the twists and
turns are too much fun to even hint at.
And not only between the Shadow and
the time-displaced Grendel, but also
among the major and minor crime and
police figures caught in the smoky tendrils
of their war.

The weed of crime bears bitter fruit. The
Shadow knows—but Grendel's got a
pretty strong rebuttal.

Patton Oswalt is a standup comedian, writer, and
actor. He's also a lover of comic books.
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