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Dedicated to Ian A. Janosko, a former Jungle Cruise skipper, whose passion and knowledge of the Adventurers Club exceeds my own.

He first visited the club when he was six years old in 1989 and ended up proposing to his wife Kristin, another former Jungle Cruise skipper, at the Adventurers Club Hoopla on August 21, 2008. He continues to keep the magic of the club alive through Adventurers in Charity.
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Introduction

Jambo! It’s a jungle out there in Walt Disney World or, more accurately, several different jungles providing magical, memorable adventures.

The word “jungle” can refer to the lush vegetation of Africa, India, Asia, South America, the South Pacific or even an imaginary planet. All those different exotic locations appear in Disney live action and animated movies as well as at Walt Disney World.

To help pay my way through college, I worked as a tram driver at the Los Angeles Zoo for over two years. During summers, holidays, weekends and more, I maneuvered a tram full of passengers through twisting, narrow paths surrounded by overgrown foliage to several tram stops inside the zoo.

During my first week of training, I almost (accidentally) killed Mayor Tom Bradley who was riding in the back of his limousine for a special event because my route was unexpectedly switched to a different pattern from the one I had practiced. However, I eventually became so proficient that I was responsible for training other drivers and developing a spiel that contained not only facts but bad jokes.

“The Cheetah is the fastest land animal,” I would say with authority into the microphone as we passed the appropriate animal enclosure. “But he was caught by man and that proves that cheetahs never prosper.”

Even then I was a huge Disneyland fan and obviously my attitude about the jungle was strongly influenced by my experiences on the Jungle Cruise attraction. Despite the crackling of my microphone, my passengers could hear me clearly because my spiel was never obscured by any laughter.

There was already another tram driver named “Jim” who had been working there for years before I was hired so my supervisor thought that in an effort to distinguish between us that I would be named “Jungle Jim”.

He thought it was a clever reference to the Alex Raymond comic strip character who later appeared in radio, comic books, as well as sixteen “B” movies and twenty-six television episodes with great white hunter Jim Bradley all portrayed by actor Johnny “Tarzan” Weismuller who foiled evil witch doctors, wild animals like gorillas and villains who were somehow threatening the jungle.

I still have that name tag along with the khaki pants, safari jacket and pith helmet that I wore and they served as my Halloween costume for several years. The clothes no longer fit but I still can’t bear getting rid of them because they are filled with so many pleasant memories.

When I relocated to Orlando, I fell in love like so many others with the Adventurers Club on Pleasure Island. I came to know some of the performers and had the opportunity to interview many of the people involved in creating the beloved venue.

I was also able to spend hours researching material at the Walt Disney World Entertainment Library at Maingate that no longer exists with its holdings now either dispersed or destroyed.  It had file folders overflowing with information, photos, video documentation tapes and more and I took volumes of notes.

The Adventurers Club appealed to my love of improvisational comedy, the mythology and romance of adventure from the 1930s and 1940s and the feeling of being immersed in an entirely different world where even the oddest person was warmly embraced.  

I became so well versed in the history of the entertainment venue that I wrote several articles about it over the years as well as doing a lengthy presentation for the Disneyana Fan Club convention in 2008 and ones for the fan created “ConGaloosh Convention” in 2009 and 2010 as well as other venues. Disney put a stop to a third convention stating that it was a violation of their intellectual property.

Over the years as I continued to learn more and more, I debated about compiling all the information I had and writing an entire book about the Adventurers Club.  I wanted to honor the many talented men and women, cast and guests, who over the years made the Adventurers Club such a beloved unique experience. 

I was dissuaded by the fact that the book would have only a limited audience that was growing smaller and smaller each year since the venue closed permanently over a decade ago.  A small but passionate group of fans still exist including one that held a one night evening event at Shipwreck Beach at Disney’s Yacht and Beach Club Resort in 2019 introducing some newbies to the wonders of the club.

However, it occurred to me that if I could fill the rest of the book with the stories of the other jungle adventures at Walt Disney World I might be able to share some of the mystique of the Adventurers Club with a wider audience and keep its memory alive.

To get in the proper mood, I sat in front of my computer wearing my pith helmet and my unbuttoned and snug safari jacket with appropriate Hawaiian shirt underneath and cargo shorts. Somehow it made the always challenging task of writing about the jungle somewhat easier. Mahalo!

Jungle Jim Korkis
Disney Historian
January 2021


PART ONE:
Walt Disney World

Jungle Cruise

“Welcome aboard! I’ll be your skipper, guide, social director and dance instructor for the next three months. If we sink, I’ll also be your swimming instructor. Everyone turn around and wave good-bye to the folks back on the dock… You may never see them again!”

The Jungle Cruise is one of the most loved and iconic attractions in Adventureland at four Disney theme parks worldwide although each version has its distinctive differences. The original version debuted at Disneyland in California on opening day July 17, 1955.

Inspired by the success of the Disney True Life Adventures documentary series (and in particular The African Lion installment that would appear in theaters that same year), the attraction was meant to share the delights, dangers and wonders found along the world’s most exotic tropical rivers.

“At first (for Adventureland), we just talked about doing an outdoor garden attraction with exotic live plants and real birds perched in the branches, but when Walt would get an idea like that, he’d go pour right into it, full steam ahead,” stated Dick Irvine, the former President of WED (Disney Imagineering).

Originally, the Disneyland version with narration written by Winston Hibler, who had co-written and narrated many of the documentaries, was intended to be a serious-minded trek into the jungles as a three-dimensional realization of the movie series for armchair adventurers who would never visit these locations.

However, this ride evolved over the years to feature more humor and create memorable phrases like “the backside of water” as well as include more sophisticated mechanical representations of wildlife. It became less of a nature travelogue and more of an amusing entertainment.

The 1955 Disneyland Guide Map described it as “(This) adventurous cruise in an explorer’s boat, over the tropical rivers of the world is a highlight of Adventureland.

“On this exciting trip, you’ll thrill to the life-like wild animals, reptiles, birds, monkeys and even native savages. Your boat ventures under a real waterfall as you admire the tropical plants and foliage gathered from all over the world. Truly an adventure to remember.”

The Jungle Cruise Explorer Launches were designed by Imagineer Harper Goff to be reminiscent of the one used by actor Humphrey Bogart in the film The African Queen (1951). In addition, the movie also inspired the fact that the animals would never be fully seen by the guests but their presence just briefly glimpsed and heard.

The boats were among the first, and the biggest, to be built out of recently perfected fiberglass. The boats were constructed by the Wizard Boat Company in Costa Mesa, California.

Their striped canopies (red and white, blue and white, green and white) were not just to look pretty but served the purpose of narrowing the guests’ vision so they could not fully see the tops of the still growing foliage or the buildings that the landscaping would eventually hide.

The river only averages a depth of about four to five feet and is dyed with color to hide that fact as well as the submerged track. The water is indeed clear as can be seen from the water flowing over the waterfall.

Since the boats are on a track, the captain’s only real control of the craft is its speed so that it would not intrude on the boat in front of it. Basically, the Skippers are in charge of the forward, rear and holding motions of the boat although for dramatic effect they may spin the ‘steering wheel’ quite liberally even though it has no effect on the course of the boat.

“In the very early days,” recalled Imagineer Herb Ryman,” we thought the Jungle River ride was going to have live animals until they told Walt that every guest would see something different each time.”

“Walt wanted every person who came through there to get a full show,” Imagineer John Hench explained. “The only answer was mechanical animals. Walt’s idea for the animals was really a form of his basic honesty — he wanted the audience to get a full performance every time.”

In fact, a 1955 Disneyland postcard talks about animals lurking in the Adventureland bushes but the word “animals” is surrounded by quotation marks to hint that they are not real.

“Walt and I had both seen the film The African Queen and the animals were never completely visible,” remembered Goff. “They were partially hidden in the underbrush on shore or just under the water. So we began to think of hippos and other animals whose mechanics and tracks could be hidden and still have animated elements.

“We brought in Bob Mattey who later created the shark for (the feature film) Jaws (1975) and had built the squid for 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea (1954) to engineer the original animals.”

Animal experts had also convinced Walt that using real animals was impractical since most of them would be sleeping or hiding during the daylight operating hours of the park as well as the added expenses for caring, feeding and offstage housing.

Harper Goff was in charge of developing the layout for the attraction including the impressive waterfall. As mentioned, Bob Mattey was in charge of what were then called “the electro-mechanical animals” (because of limited repetitive mechanical movements generated by electricity) that could be seen along the banks and in the water. Blaine Gibson did the sculpting of the figures. Bill Evans was in charge of the landscaping.

Evans told me in an interview in 1985: “I’ve traveled a great deal to tropic regions around the world and jungles can be endlessly monotonous. So I created a ‘Hollywood’ jungle’, the type an armchair traveler who has never been to the tropics might visualize.

“What we were attempting in this jungle was to try to bring forth the illusion of a jungle. Turns out when you really plod through an authentic jungle you are apt to travel for a day or two and the scenery doesn’t change much…maybe one or two species without interruption.

“In the Adventureland jungle, a lot of those trees are native to tropical Africa, India, South America but they are interspersed with things not truly tropical but they have a tropical aspect like that bamboo we use from China that grows forty feet high. You are not aware it isn’t tropical but it fills a role conveniently.

“We picked material from Brazil, material from Africa, material from India and Asia and Malaysia. We pushed it all together. It’s all quite compatible in the sense that it all has that lush, vigorous growth. Really strong growth. What we attempted to do in planting the jungle was to make it look as though we had nothing to do with it. We were working on a pretty tight budget.”

Guests of all ages, sizes and health issues are welcomed onto the cruise without restriction. Even guests using a wheelchair or an ECV may remain in their seats.

Sign language and assistive listening devices are available upon request. Ears to the World, Disney’s Show Translator, is capable of translating this experience into French, German, Japanese, Portuguese, or Spanish. The service is complimentary and devices can be picked up at the Guest Relations service counter at the Disney Parks.

Unlike the original in Disneyland, Walt Disney World’s Jungle Cruise has remained fairly consistent with few changes except for some queue upgrades, new boats and changes in the skipper spiel.

It was an original opening day attraction at the Magic Kingdom in October 1971 and was once again instantly popular especially being the only E-Ticket attraction in Adventureland.

While there were intentions to make changes to the Magic Kingdom so it would not just be a duplicate of Disneyland, plans for including the Jungle Cruise were always part of the Phase One Master Plan. However, the ride would be enhanced because of additional space and because of what the Imagineers had learned during the last decade or so operating the Disneyland version.

Changes would be made to handle a larger number of guests including an additional two more boats as well as to increase the overall experience by an additional minute. The Jungle Cruise boats are twenty-seven feet long, and reach a top speed of 3.2 feet per second using a four-cylinder Chevrolet engine. .

Bill Evans would once again create the jungle landscaping, but had to make sure the plants could endure Florida’s unique climate as well as having the appearance of tropical plants in an equatorial jungle.

The designer of the new storyline would be Marc Daviswho had been instrumental in transforming Disneyland’s Jungle Cruise.

He told me in an interview in September 1998: “In the early 1960s Walt wanted me to add some more humor to the park. When I did the sketch of the trapped safari and the rhino, he saw that and he laughed like hell. So he put it inside as a major part of the attraction. With the Jungle ride we were trying to make it a little more interesting than just a boring travelogue.

“I also put in the elephant pool and I had done idea sketches of what the elephants would look like and what they would be doing. I made the headhunter at the end of the ride South American because that is the only place they shrink heads.

“We got marvelous sculpture done on the elephants. You can’t compliment Blaine Gibson enough for supervising the sculpting of these audio-animatronics.”

The Walt Disney World Jungle Cruise is themed to a Depression-era British outpost on the Amazon River that is operated by the fictional company, The Jungle Navigation Company.

The counter-clockwise voyage is familiar but still distinctly different from the Southern California inspiration.

After the boat leaves the dock, the guests find themselves on the Amazon River in South America with butterflies that have one-foot wingspans. Originally, the Amazon section was covered with an overhead canopy that was unique to this version of the attraction with both live and artificial plants.

Guests experienced a gentle mist from the overgrowth and heard some background music but it was removed in 2000. The boat then passes by the many cascades of the twelve foot high Inspiration Falls with the sound of all that constantly running water inspiring the guests to go…..further into the jungle. It then transitions into the Congo River of Africa.

Empty native canoes are a mystery until a giant twenty-five foot long python is revealed nearby. The skin color of the snake has changed over the decades so that it has become more realistic.

The three beached canoes have been re-designed so that the bows have impressionistic animal heads that resemble Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, and Goofy. Donald is in the middle with the duck bill, Mickey is on the right end with the curved horns to resemble his round ears, and Goofy is on the left with the pointy horns to indicate his floppy dog ears.

Shortly afterwards, the boat comes upon an explorer’s camp that has been overrun by gorillas who are enjoying themselves with the things they have found. Unlike at Disneyland, the gorillas are all grouped under the roof of the tent to provide some protection from the Florida weather like rain.

The cruise then transitions into the Nile River. The guests see two elephants and then pass by the African Veldt where a pride of lions are feasting on their kill of a zebra although the skippers may point out if there are young children aboard that the lions are just guarding the sleeping zebra because he is dead…tired.

After passing two enormous crocodiles, the fifteen foot long Old Smiley and his girlfriend Ginger who snaps, the boat encounters the wonders of Schweitzer Falls named after that famous explorer, Dr. Albert…Falls.

The waterfall doubles as a huge pump to keep the river’s 1,750,000 gallons of water circulating. The dying agent in the water is distributed through Schweitzer Falls as a way to mix the dye throughout the entire attraction. When it is periodically injected it makes the waterfall look like Willy Wonka’s chocolate waterfall.

Next, a lost safari finds itself trapped on a pole with an angry rhinoceros underneath threatening them with his horn. The lowest man on the pole has the same face as the grave digger in the Haunted Mansion and fabric from his shorts is wrapped around the tip of the horn of the rhino.

Not far away the boat passes under the rock overhang of the impressive Schweitzer Falls giving guests a view of the “back side of water” and discovers the remains of a plane crash that was added in 1994. Only the back half of the Lockheed Model 23 Electra Junior is visible. The front half was used in the Casablanca scene in The Great Movie Ride.

The boat is threatened by a pool of hippos who are preparing to charge until they are scared off by the sound of the skipper’s warning gunfire.

Ominous drums alert the passengers that there are in savage Zulu native territory where the inhabitants are having a frantic celebratory dance while the remainder of the tribe is lurking in the nearby foliage for an ambush on unwary travelers.

The craft proceeds into the Mekong River (until the 1990s it was called the Irrawaddy River) and enters a flooded temple from the Khmer empire of Cambodia that has been destroyed by an earthquake.

Unique to this version of the attraction when it opened in 1971, this fiberglass and concrete recreation of carved stone features the vine-wrapped face of the Hindu God Vishnu with the interior filled with bas reliefs of Hindu mythology including a reproduction of the Hindu monkey god Hanuman.

Inside, it has become home to monkeys, cobras, huge spiders (similar to the ones that were in the Haunted Mansion attraction for over three decades) and a menacing tiger with reflective green eyes. Tree roots and vines seep down through the walls and ceiling, hanging into the river to indicate that nature is reclaiming the abandoned structure.

Safely maneuvering back outside, the passengers encounter an elephant bathing pool with many of the large pachyderms relaxing. It is okay to take photos because they are all wearing their trunks.

One elephant narrowly misses spraying the boat with its water-filled trunk. A final encounter with the shrunken head salesman of the jungle, Trader Sam, signals a return to the Amazon and eventually to civilization.

The fleet includes fifteen boats with usually nine in operation at any one time and after a long time nautical tradition, they are all named after females: Amazon Annie, Bomokandi Bertha (wheelchair lift equipped), Congo Connie, Ganges Gertie, Irrawaddy Irma, Mongala Millie, Nile Nellie, Orinoco Ida, Rutshuru Ruby, Sankuru Sadie, Senegal Sal, Ucyali Lolly, Volta Val, Wamba Wanda (wheelchair lift equipped), and Zambezi Zelda. At one time Kwango Kate was part of the fleet but retired in 2000.

Generally the boats are well maintained and were specifically designed to handle the rigors of the attraction. However, in 2004, Sankuru Sadie sank into the river but was repaired and put back in service.

On February 27, 2020 around 12:30pm, Bomokandi Bertha about mid-ride began to take on water, stranding guests in ankle-deep water. Everyone was evacuated safely out of the craft to the river bank and escorted back into the park after various guest recovery efforts.

Thanks to social media the incident went viral. The ride was shut down for roughly 105 minutes while the boat was towed away and Reedy Creek investigated. The boat was repaired and returned to service.

In Spring 1969, construction work began on the Florida version of the Jungle Cruise. The majority of the over one hundred animals were built by WED in Glendale, California while others were finished at a warehouse under the supervision of Bud Washo in the Dr. Phillips area in Orlando, Florida.

In 1971, Florida’s version of the Jungle Cruise opened as an E-ticket attraction with a different geographic order and the addition of a finale to the ride inside a dark and foreboding flooded Cambodian temple. The ride lasted a minute longer than the adventure in Disneyland and there were two additional boats.

The original description to the press about the WDW version included descriptions that “around the last bend painted warriors continue the ritual of their ceremonial dances near burning skulls”, “as the boat passes through the center of a huge elephant pool, passengers will be entertained by the ‘shower singing’ of an Indian elephant as he sits and soaks in the waterfalls of his jungle spa” and “in an exotic rain forest, guests will be treated to the croaking antics of giant frogs, as big as Boston bulldogs.”

While the burning skulls did appear for the first few years but were removed no singing elephant was in the final attraction, but these items reveal how Walt Disney Imagineers wanted the WDW ride to be significantly different from Disneyland.

Actually, almost a dozen frogs did appear briefly for the first few months (until sometime at the very beginning of 1972), but were removed by WDW leader Dick Nunis who declared them too “hokey.” They were located just past Inspiration Falls and before the abandoned canoes.

There were approximately a dozen frogs, both adults and juveniles. They opened their mouths and rocked back and forth while the adults distended their vocal sacs. They were actually a replacement for an earlier Marc Davis concept that would have featured man-eating plants. The sound of these audio-animatronics figures can still be heard.

Davis also proposed a scene just beyond the gorillas trashing an explorer’s tent that would have shown a gorilla repeatedly smashing the head of a snapping crocodile.

Davis also proposed just after the elephant bathing pool a scene of angry crocodiles who have cornered a flightless parrot on top of a twiggy tree. One of the reasons for their aggression is that the parrot is supposedly taunting them with insults.

Later that scene was adapted for a segment seen from the train ride where alligators cornered a frog (one of the removed bullfrogs) on a stump.

The 1970 press material stated, “The ‘Jungle Cruise’ in Walt Disney World’s Magic Kingdom theme park, like its namesake at Disneyland in California, is expected to be one of the most popular in the Magic Kingdom. The cruise will feature many new and different scenes and situations, however, including the ruins.”

Imagineer Marc Davis was completely in charge of the Florida version of the ride, unlike his role in the Anaheim attraction, where he had merely added significant elements to an already existing template.

In Florida, most of the classic elements from the Disneyland attraction remained but a number of Florida exclusive (at that time) items were included — Inspiration Falls, giant butterflies, pygmy war canoes, gorillas ransacking a safari camp, a huge python, a Bengal tiger, cobras guarding ancient treasure and a family of prankster monkeys fooling around with it to the delight of guests. Some of these things were later added to the Disneyland version.

At Magic Kingdom, Trader Sam looked different than his Disneyland counterpart. He held an umbrella like a parasol, wore a black bowler hat, had a beer belly and wore a red and white striped skirt similar to the canopies on the boats. It is suspected he obtained the attire from a boat crash and unfortunate victims.

During part of the 1980s and 1990s, the Trader Sam figure wore a colorful tribal mask, though this was removed in 2005. For nearly two decades starting in 1991, he even had a different name: Chief Name (pronounced Nah-Me).

There are at least two versions of how that name originated. One story is that a revised script was incomplete. A Jungle Cruise skipper jokingly read “Chief (name)” in the script as “Chief Nah-Me” not realizing that the word in parenthesis was simply left temporarily blank so that skippers could improvise their own name and it proved to be a big hit.

Another version is that there was a contest to come up with a new name for the character and a skipper wrote “Name” in the blank, and “Name” won the vote as the best name since the skippers had an unusual sense of humor.

In 1991, there was a huge rehab to the attraction, especially in the queue area, with the addition of music and radio commentary provided by Albert Awol, a fictional Jungle Cruise boat captain and current disc jockey for the DBC (Disney Broadcasting Company) as part of the Global Brodcasting Service, serving remote outposts since 1928. Awol is a military acronym for “absent without leave”.

He mentions being sponsored by Aero-Casablanca, an airline which apparently offers exotic vacations and tours and might be responsible for that crashed plane in the jungle. He is considered the “Voice of the Jungle” and broadcasts everything from news, quizzes, reminders, weather and more while he fills the queue area with authentic music from the 1930s. His empty office is in the center of the queue and open for guests to view.

His forty-seven minute background “loop” is specific to WDW. His spiel includes references to Imagineers connected with the attraction including Ted Sears, Winston Hibler and Harper Goff.

In addition, visual enhancements were made to the queue from wall murals to artifacts as well as crates addressed to “Dr. Winston HIbler, Special Arachnid Unit, Outpost #71755 (referencing the opening date of Disneyland’s Jungle Cruise)” and “Goff’s Crocodile Resistant Chest High Rubber Overpants.”

Amusing permanent chalkboards hang in the queue. One announces that the Employee of the Month is E.L. O’Fevre (Yellow Fever).

Another has the following information: “Crew Mess Lunch Menu: Monday Fricasse of Giant Stag Beetle (taste a bit like chicken); Tuesday Barbecued Three-toed Skink (has a chicken flavor); Wednesday Consomme of River Basin Slug (poultry like); Thursday Filet of Rock Python (chickenesque); Friday Chicken (Really!)”

In addition another chalkboard documents “Missing Persons: Al Belaite, B.N. Eaton, Emma Boylen, C. M. Cooken, Ilene Dover, Ann Fellen, Seacum Yett, Albert Knot, Betty Dont.

“Missing Boats: Hapless Hortense, Lost Lucia, Unknown Usha, Sunken Sonya, Run Aground Sue, Burning Bianca, Missing Mele, Blown-Up Bonita, Nabbed Naoko, Fateless Fiona, Troubled Titania.

“Anyone with information concerning the above or anyone having made contact with survivors -- Please make your report to the Governor General’s office immediately.”

In 1993 during another rehab, the famous candy-cane-striped canopies disappeared from the boats and the hulls were “aged” to give the impression that these boats had voyaged through the jungle and had suffered as a result. The reason for this is that the boats at Disneyland had been re-themed to better match with the new Indiana Jones attraction so the WDW versions soon followed. A variety of props were added to each boat to give each an individual personality.

In 1995, the first women were trained as Jungle Cruise Skippers that had been a traditionally male only staffed role since 1971. The concept was that in literature and films a Great White Hunter or fearless jungle explorer like Jungle Jim were always men.

For a brief period between 1975 and1976 because of staffing issues, female cast members briefly filled the role of hostesses helping load and unload the boats. By 1996 as many women as men piloted the crafts.

One of the original gags, often unnoticed by WDW guests, in the Florida version was that actress Katherine Hepburn’s shrunken head was dangling from the right hand of Trader Sam, the shrunken head dealer who will trade you two of his for one of yours, near the end of the ride. Hepburn was the star of The African Queen movie that had been an inspiration for the original attraction.

In 2013, both Disneyland and Walt Disney World introduced a limited time Christmas overlay called the Jingle Cruise.

The premise, according to the Walt Disney Company announcement, was that “the Skippers have grown homesick for the holidays, so they’ve added holiday cheer to the Jungle Cruise queue and boathouse with decorations that have been mailed to them from home (plus a few they’ve created themselves).

“The Skippers have also added a slew of new jokes to their tours that are the perfect way to get guests in the holiday spirit. Additionally, Jungle Cruise boats have been renamed with the holidays in mind, and if guests listen carefully, they may hear a holiday-themed radio broadcast playing in the background.”

The addition of a few decorations in the queue, the temporary renaming of the ride vehicle boats with names like Garland Gertie, Icicle Irma, Poinsettia Sal, Yulelog Lolly, Candy Cane Connie, and Mistletoe Millie, some minor signage and Skippers wearing Santa hats and equipped with quips filled with holiday cheer did not necessitate the closing of the attraction for any significant period of time. It is one of the reasons Walt Disney World leadership decided to incorporate the changes since there was a minimal investment of time and money and no real downtime for the attraction.

Over the years, the overlay has become more elaborate with wrapped presents scattered throughout areas because of the crashed plane that was supposedly in a rush trying to deliver them.

Signs stating “Santa Stop Here” are scattered around as well as Santa’s workshop elements and an actual North Pole where the lost safari group climbs out of the way of danger.

There are also costume additions including Trader Sam who is now attired as Trader “Sam-Ta” who might bring a shrunken head to stuff in a Christmas stocking.

Disney’s Jungle Cruise movie inspired by the attraction was filmed in Hawaii and Atlanta, Georgia in the summer and fall of 2018. Due to the pandemic, its release was delayed until 2021. The film features Dwyane Johnson as Skipper Frank Wolff who pilots his riverboat through the jungle to help female scientist Emily Blunt and her brother on a mission to find the fabled Tree of Life.

Disney has announced that the classic park attraction will be re-imagined much like the Pirates of the Caribbean attraction was to include elements from the film franchise.

While there have been many changes to the attraction over the years, like changing the four black porters wearing red fez hats on the pole in the “Lost Safari” segment into frightened Caucasians around 1996 who are now a film crew rather than a hunting expedition explaining the camera platform at the top of the pole, it remains one of the most popular and iconic experiences at the Magic Kingdom.

“And now, probably the most dangerous part of our journey—the return to civilization! I certainly hope you’ve enjoyed our cruise. However, if your in-laws are still with you, you’ve missed a golden opportunity. However, bring them back later tonight for our ‘in-law special’… halfway for half fare, no questions asked.”

On January 25, 2021, Disney announced plans to update the classic Jungle Cruise both in California and Florida so that the experience would be more consistent in the two parks.

Concept art showed a re-imagined version of the Trapped Safari scene and an entirely new scene of chimpanzees who have taken over a wrecked Jungle Cruise boat.

Imagineer Kevin Lively explained, “As part of this story update, we’ll get to follow a skipper and his passengers as their journey goes awry. For the first time ever, the skipper role will not only be that of a live experienced and witty guide, but also represented by a show figure within the attraction itself.

“In fact, the expedition will be up a tree literally after their sunken boat splits apart and chimps board the wreckage with monkey business ensuing.

“Fans of the Jungle Cruise attraction may recall some boats that used to make their way around the river but haven’t been seen for a while—specifically the Mekong Maiden and the Kwango Kate. Ever wonder what happened to them? Well, you might go ape when you find out! Ultimately, the jungle gets the last laugh.”

The Trapped Safari will feature five explorers — including two women and people of color representing a birdwatcher, an entomologist, a wildlife painter, a photographer, and the skipper, who will each have “their own story and cultural heritage” — escaping the horn of a rhino by climbing an aging tree. The figures are hauling equipment such as a camera, telescopes, painting supplies and butterfly nets.

A Disney publicity release stated “new adventures that stay true to the experience we know and love—more humor, wildlife and skipper heart—and also reflect and value the diversity of the world around us.”

Chris Beatty, Creative Portfolio Executive at Walt Disney Imagineering, explained, “This is not a re-envisioning of the entire attraction. It’s the Jungle Cruise you know and love, with the skippers still leading the way, and at the same time, we’re addressing the negative depictions of ‘natives’.

“Did you ever wonder who those explorers were or where they came from? What’s their back story? As part of the enhanced storyline, each one of them will have their own story and cultural heritage. There’s a birdwatcher, an entomologist, a wildlife painter, and a photographer, and each one will have a different reason for being on the expedition.”

Beatty said in his interview “It’s done in a way that celebrates diverse backgrounds and interests —that’s part of the rich storytelling, not something you poke fun at it.” They’ve been working with Carmen Smith, the executive for Creative Development and Inclusive Strategies, as well as Dr. Mark Penning at Disney’s Animal Kingdom, to make sure that these additions are as accurate as possible.

Beatty shared that they want the plot to be cohesive on both coasts, “It’s been fun to look at the nuances between the two attractions and what makes them slightly different, but the scenes that we’re adjusting are the same.

“When we consider making changes to a classic attraction, we focus on ways to ‘plus’ the experience. The skippers of the Jungle Cruise bring humor to guests of all ages, and we’re excited to be adding to that legacy along with a new animated skipper figure by celebrating their adventures and influence.”

From Adventureland Veranda To Skipper Canteen

When guests cross over the bridge into Adventureland, on the right hand side is a large building with many different facades. It was meant to suggest the incursion of Western civilization on the edges of the jungle.

In 1971, this area was the home to shops like Tropic Toppers (Hats & Bags), Oriental Imports Ltd., The Magic Carpet, Tiki Tropic Shop and Traders of Timbuktu.

However the very first business that guests encountered on the right hand side was the Adventureland Veranda Restaurant.

It opened on October 1, 1971 as a counter service dining restaurant. It served mainly chicken and hot sandwiches. In 1976, the park’s guide book described the location as offering “Polynesian entrees, hot sandwiches and soft drinks in a South Seas setting.”

In 1977 the restaurant received sponsorship from Kikkoman known for its Japanese soy sauce and the menu changed to include Teriyaki hamburgers topped with a slice of pineapple, stir fry beef, and sweet and sour hot dogs.

The menu evolved over the years to include shrimp fried rice and egg roll, sweet and sour chicken, Lo Mein salad (Lo mein noodles with garden vegetables and pineapple in an Oriental dressing) and a “South Seas” fruit salad.

The tropical earth-colored floor tile patterns, hardwood latticework, dark wooden paneling, high ceiling with ornate rafters, French-colonial flowery brass lighting fixtures, and lazily turning fans made the restaurant a popular dining location.

In addition, inside there was an hour long background music loop of Hawaiian and Asian Pacific instrumental music (sometimes with the distinctive steel guitar sound) put together by Jack Wagner, who also arranged the other background music for the park, that was both soothing and romantic. Unlike other Magic Kingdom restaurants, there was an entirely different one hour music loop for guests who dined outside.

The restaurant had the hint of offering somewhat exotic entrees without straying too far from traditional American food tastes in what guests perceived as a relaxing and authentic tropical setting.

Imagineer Dorothea Redmond, who was responsible for some of the design of other Magic Kingdom buildings like the Columbia Harbor House as well as designing the Cinderella tile mural in the castle breezeway, tried to capture with the building the influence of British and French colonization that touched their holdings in the Caribbean, Polynesia, India, Africa and the Far East.

Redmond’s initial designs directly referenced the architecture shown in photographs in the following two books: The West Indies by Life World Library (1967) and Shadows From India by Roderick Cameron (1958).

The Preview Edition Guide for Walt Disney World describes the Adventureland Veranda as an “old Caribbean village setting” while a 1971 mention in the Orlando Sentinel newspaper describes it as “South Seas food in a Tahitian setting”.

Studying the architecture closely it seems most to represent a South Pacific French Colonial plantation house from the Victorian era that helps ease the transition from the Victorian architecture found on Main Street USA. It seems to be very similar in style to a house that was once in Port-au-Prince.

The restaurant went into a reduced operating schedule in 1993 before being closed in 1994. One of the restaurant’s enclosed verandas is currently the home of The Aloha Isle and its famous Dole Whip.

It occasionally reopened as a restaurant when it needed to provide an option while other restaurants were going through remodeling or handle increased attendance in the park but when it did briefly re-open it did not offer its previous menu but just a generic offering of hamburgers and French fries and the like.

For years, the location mainly served as a character meet-and-greet location or a venue for internal meetings or special events like children’s birthday parties or convention groups.

Over the decades, sections of the original layout have been truncated, altered, and removed.

Originally to the east of the restaurant was an outdoor dining area that was largely built up on piers that adjoined the canal offering a pleasant view of the waterway and the Swan boats.

To the west of the restaurant was another open-air circular dining area in the alcoves opposite the Swiss Family Treehouse called the South Seas Terrace. That area disappeared in late 2010 with the expansion of the restroom area.

In addition, there was another patio, a high, glass-ceilinged decagonal space with a brick floor. Much of this became the Mess Hall area of the Skipper Canteen.

However, for the majority of WDW guests it was a closed, abandoned location taking up a large piece of exterior real estate for nearly twenty years.

Over the years, there were rumors that the Adventureland Veranda was going to become Tortuga, a restaurant that was to be the pirate equivalent of the Royal Table complete with audio-animatronics pirates.

This rehab would have been just part of a total planned transformation of much of Adventureland to theme in with a Pirates of the Caribbean film franchise with the Swiss Family Robinson Treehouse becoming the Black Pearl pirate ship for guests to explore and the Enchanted Tiki Room having a pirate themed show.

In addition, a roller coaster attraction that tied in with the fourth movie in the movie franchise was being developed. Like many such proposals cost and changes in leadership and shifts in brand focus resulted in it never advancing beyond the general concept.

The restaurant was finally reformatted into the Skipper Canteen that opened in December 2015. The choice was made to be able to utilize the already existing restaurant infrastructure as well as offering a dining opportunity.

The new restaurant is named the Jungle Navigation Company Ltd. Skipper Canteen. The area was being used from 2011 to 2014 as a Pixie Hollow meet-and-greet area for Tinker Bell and her fairy friend characters. When the characters moved out, Imagineers considered several options for a themed Adventureland eatery including using Tarzan, Aladdin or pirates as possible themes.

Ever since the Jungle Cruise attraction debuted in Adventureland at Disneyland in July 1955, it was one of the most popular rides at the park and developed a special mystique and encouraged the creation of legends.

One of the oldest gags in the Jungle Cruise attraction at Disneyland for decades (besides the infamous “back side of water”) was guides pointing out that the name of the dramatic waterfall that the boat narrowly misses is called Schweitzer Falls named after Dr. Albert… Falls rather than the expected Dr. Albert Schweitzer, noted for his humanitarian work in Africa.

Skipper Canteen is operated by Alberta Falls, the granddaughter of the fictitious Dr. Albert Falls. This 222-seat restaurant is home to “World Famous Jungle Cuisine”. It opened December 16, 2015.

According to the Imagineering back story, the Jungle Navigation Co. Ltd. which operates the Jungle Cruise boats was started by Dr. Falls on April 8, 1911. His granddaughter Alberta who is the third generation owner has repurposed the company’s tropical headquarters into a restaurant in order to generate additional revenue from the hungry cruise passengers.

Dr. Falls had a son who married a woman from India and they had a daughter who they named Alberta in honor of her grandfather. When she was eight years old, she was sent to live with him and learn the business.

The company was originally a tropical river cargo shipping venture (“and logistics services”) but as business declined Alberta opened up sight-seeing cruises for passengers. A banner states that the inaugural cruise was October 1, 1931. That date is to
























		In Search of the Yeti by Harrison Hightower III. Hightower is not only a member of S.E.A. but was based on Imagineer Joe Rohde who was responsible for DAK’s Expedition Everest and Aulani, Disney’s Hawaiian resort hotel. Hightower has several different books on the shelves including Treasures of the Animal Kingdom.

		A Manor of Fact by Mystic is a reference to Henry Mystic and Mystic Manor in Hong Kong Disneyland. He is also represented by other books including Treasures from the Manor and Primates as Shipmates referring to his pet mischievous monkey Albert who causes trouble in the attraction.

		Captain Mary Oceaneer wrote Parrots as Pets referring to her diving companion parrot Salty. She also wrote Charting Course since she is an ocean traveler.

		Leaders Throughout History by Professor G. Kalogridis is George Kalogridis, the President of WDW when the restaurant opened.

		Songs of the Tiki Bird by Professor Boag honors performer Wally Boag who helped write the show and voiced the parrot Jose in The Enchanted Tiki Room.

		Universus Arboribus by B.M. Evans is tribute to Imagineer Morgan “Bill” Evans, who loved putting Latin names on the Disney park horticulture.

		A Journey to the Stars by Kimball references Imagineer Ward Kimball who wrote and directed the three Disneyland television Tomorrowland episodes about outer space.

		Hamlet: A Lion’s Tale by Shakes Speare acknowledges that the Disney’s animated feature film The Lion King was inspired by the Shakespeare classic play.

		Native Orange Birds of the Southeastern United States by Dr. Sidd Truss (pronounced “Citrus”) is a nod to the Florida Orange Bird of the Florida Citrus Commission that was prominent for the first decade of Walt Disney World in Adventureland.

		Banjos and Baboons by Goff is a reference to Imagineer Harper Goff who was a banjo player but also the designer of the Jungle Cruise attraction.

		Primates of the Caribbean by Coats is Imagineer Claude Coats, who did set design for the Pirates of the Caribbean attraction.

		Mission to the Stars by Tom Morrow (the audio-animatronics operations director in the Flight to the Moon attraction who is still referenced by name in the audio track of the PeopleMover).

		A Small Village With A Large Heart and Rockefeller, Hippo, Pet, Family by Doctor Albert Falls

		Married Into the Jungle is written by Dr. Falls’s wife Victoria Marie Falls, Born Into the Jungle is written by Albert Falls Jr., and Married to Someone Born in the Jungle is written by Sneh Falls, the wife of Falls Jr. and mother of Alberta.

		Another New Year and Global Night Celebrations by Merriweather Adam Pleasure the founder of the Adventurers Club on Pleasure Island where New Year’s Eve was celebrated every night.

		Illustrated Guide to Radio Broadcasting by Albert Awol who broadcasts in the Jungle Cruise queue.

		Friends for Dinner, Top Hats and Umbrellas, and The Missing Mask by Trader Sam. In the original WDW Jungle Cruise Trader Sam was a cannibal called Chief Nah-Mee and wore a top hat and carried an umbrella. At one point the Trader Sam figure wore a witch doctor mask but it was removed.

		Temple Tours, a series by Paco from the Indiana Jones Adventure: Temple of the Crystal Skull attraction.

		The Harambe Chronicles by Wilson is a reference to a former fictional character on DAK’s Kilimanjaro Safaris, reserve warden Wilson Matua, who warned guests about poaching and flew over the Harambe reserve to try to stop that illegal activity.

		Birds of Song by Tiki Kiki Serbano, a character from Disneyland’s Adventure Trading Company event.

		The Polar Voyage by Captain Nemo referencing the moment in the 20,000 Leagues attraction when Nemo’s submarine navigated under the North Pole.

		A Flight Through Dreams and If You Had Wings You Could Fly by B.L. references Buzz Lightyear’s Space Ranger Spin and the two previous attractions in that location, DreamFlight and If You Had Wings.

		Keel Boat of the Mississippi by Fink refers to King of the River Mike Fink whose keel boat attraction was once in Frontierland.

		The Mystery Castle by Cindy Ella is a reference to Cinderella and the Cinderella Castle Mystery Tour that was once at Tokyo Disneyland.

		The Wildest Ride by J. T. Toad is a reference to the character J. Thaddeus Toad and Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride attraction that was once in Fantasyland.

		A View from Above by S.W. Buckets refers the Skyway Buckets that once journeyed from Fantasyland to Tomorrowland.

		Tiki, Tiki, Tikis of the South Pacific by B. Baker refers to Disney composer Buddy Baker who supplied the waiting area music for the Disneyland Enchanted Tiki Room that was filled with Rolly Crump’s clever Tiki statues.

		Creatures From Space by Clench refers to Chairman Clench of X.S. Tech whose teleportation technology brought an alien creature into the Alien Encounter attraction.

		Keeping Time by Williams refers to Robin Williams who was the Timekeeper in the Tomorrowland attraction of the same name.

		A New Way to Manage Birds from I & Z Management Publications is Iago and Zazu and their Under New Management approach to the Enchanted Tiki Room.

		The Grace of a Swan by Plaza refers to the Plaza Swan Boats that once journeyed into Adventureland.

		Great Characters of World Literature by J. Lasseter refers to John Lasseter, a former Jungle Cruise skipper as well as former chief creative officer of Walt Disney Animation Studios, Pixar and Disneytoon Studios as well as the Principal Creative Advisor for Walt Disney Imagineering.

		Meeting Royalty by Sklar refers to Imagineering legend Marty Sklar.

		True Life Adventures by W.E.D. refers to the True Life Adventures documentary series with W.E.D. being Walt Disney’s intials as well as the former name for Imagineering.

		A Small World of Traditional Wardrobe by A. Davis refers to Imagineer Alice Davis, the wife of Marc, who costumed the figures in It’s A Small World.

		Profiles of Legendary Pirates of the Caribbean by Gibson refers to Imagineer Blaine Gibson who sculpted the pirates in the attraction.

		Treehouse Construction by Mills refers to John Mills who played the role of the father in the 1960 Disney film Swiss Family Robinson who built a treehouse for his family.

		The Stars Above Us by Quill refers to the character of the space traveler Peter Quill in the Guardians of the Galaxy movies.




Trader Sam:
Brandon Kleyla Interview
































































































Extinct Adventureland Adventures



The Enchanted Tiki Room Under New Management








































Safari Club Arcade
















































The Secret of S.E.A.



























































Indiana Jones






























































The Creation of
Disney’s Animal Kingdom




























































































































The Tree of Life



















































DAK: The First Year



























Discovery River Boats










Camp Minnie-Mickey














The March of The ARTanimals Parade








Journey into Jungle Book








Joe Rohde: The DAK Philosophy









































































































The Forbidden Mountain























































Joe Rohde: The Yeti and Expedition Everest





















































































The Pandora Jungle













































		Spiny Whip: The cup-shaped top of this plant collects raindrops and many species of birds use the plant as a source of water.

		Panopyra: This plant captures water and minerals from dew and fog. The Na’vi collect the liquid and use it as a healing drink.

		Vein Pod: The pods produced by these trees help to detoxify the atmosphere on Pandora, maintaining stability in the environment.

		Flaska Reclinata: This plant absorbs, condenses and purifies atmospheric toxins on Pandora.

		Dapophet: The leaves at the top of this plant have healing properties used by the Na’vi, while the leaves along the stem store water and are used as portable hydration.

		Puffball Tree: This tree is an important plant on Pandora for purifying the atmosphere. The Na’vi also harvest its leaves for salt.

		Grinch Tree: This tree grows in a hunched shape with a twisted trunk and bluish bioluminescent leaves.
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