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            Praise for Vamps in the Vineyard

          

        

      

    

    
      Here To Slay

      I really enjoyed meeting sassy Charlie aka older Buffy. I loved all the twists and turns and getting to know new characters and a whole new world. This is my first book from this author and I really enjoyed their style and interesting characters. I will certainly be reading more of their books!
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        * * *

      

      I absolutely fell in love with this book! It is one of the most addicting books I have read in a long time! Loved it!
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      As a subscriber to Cissell's Epistles - my amazing weekly-ish newsletter - you can pick any of these books to get you started on your journey! Sign up for my newsletter, then watch your inbox for the confirmation & download links!

      

      The series: An Eleanor Morgan Fantasy Adventure

      The Eleanor Morgan Fantasy Adventures are a 7-book series (complete) of contemporary fantasy books. Eleanor is in her mid-30s and is living a perfectly ordinary life. And then... (there's always a "and then") She finds out she was a changeling child - one left on the doorstep of a human couple by the Fae. And her quest is to reopen the gates between Earth & the Fae plane which will help bring balance back to both worlds, but maybe at the cost of destroying herself and everything she's ever known.  

      

      The freebie: The Cardinal Gate is the first in this series. Eleanor definitely has a lot more swearing, violence, and explicitly naked sexy times. There are witches and vampires and zombies and dragons and werewolves. Lots of snark. Lots of adventure. And a few broken hearts along the way. Romance isn't the main theme, but there is definitely some of that going on.  

      

      The series: Psychics of Oracle Bay

      The Psychics of Oracle Bay is a series of paranormal romance/psychic mystery stories set in a small coastal town in Washington State with unusually high per capita population of psychics - and these psychics are always, always right. That much knowledge and foresight does't always make things easy, though!  

      Not in the Cards is book 1, and it's your intro into the tight-knit group of psychics. Sandy is looking for a new life and a new home, and stumbles onto a tarot shop for rent with a living space above the shop. She pulls out the cards she hasn't looked at since college and hangs out her shingle. It doesn't take long for her almost-ex-asshat to find her... And it takes even less time for the fate of the town to rest in her (and the rest of the oracles') hands.  

      The freebie: Wing and a Prayer is the third in the series (and shorter than the rest) but can be read as a stand alone. If you like grumpy fallen angel/risen demons/stuck on earth bartenders, feisty psychics, and a totally irreverent and highly attended apocalypse, you'll want to grab this one!   There are currently 5 novels published. Books six and seven will be released in Spring 2023.
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        The series: Vamps in the Vineyard

      

      

      
        
        The Vamps in the Vineyard series centers around a group of middle-aged vampire slayers who are fighting the good fight against the vampires who are moving into their small, eastern Washington State and trying to take over the vineyard Charlie has put her blood, sweat, and tears into. There’s no romance in this series - it’s all slaying, no laying - and the vampires are never the sexy, misunderstood, morally ambiguous  characters they sometimes are in popular media (including my Eleanor Morgan series). They’re all evil, all the time. 

      

        

      
        Here to Slay is book 1, and it's your intro to Estaca Corazón, Charlie’s vineyard & winery, her journey into accepting her slayer powers at the same time she’s hitting menopause, and how her friendships are what saves her.  

      

        

      
        The freebies: Stakes and Stems is a prequel novella and Charlie’s first major event at her winery. The Valentine’s dinner doesn’t quite go as expected. There’s a rash of vandalism, vampires at dinner, and Charlie’s first (and accidental) slaying.

      

        

      
        Slay Bells Ring is a holiday novella set after Here To Slay. It’s a bit of a crossover with Eden Valley (as in, it takes place in Eden Valley), but you don’t need to read that series to follow this. You may want to have already read Here to Slay, though!
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      It was almost one o’clock in the morning, and Charlie was still awake. She hated it when insomnia crept over her. She’d seldom suffered from it when she was younger; she wasn’t positive it was a side effect of the menopause that was trying to drag her into the hottest bowels of hell, but the timing fit. Yet another question to ask her doctor should she ever make the time to go in.

      She poured a glass of wine, knowing it was a terrible idea, and settled into her favorite recliner. She put on a playlist designed to ease the tension and leaned back into the chair. Tomorrow night, tonight now, would be good. Great, even. She’d completely sold out both seatings of her first ever winemaker’s dinner at Estaca Corazón. She was never going to make enough on dinners like this to cover the loss of owning a vineyard and winery that wouldn’t have wines on the market for another year, but it was enough to give her hope that maybe she hadn’t just flushed her entire life down the toilet.

      She stood and took her red blend—one of the last reds she’d made at Cairdeas—to the window to stare out into the darkness. Her home was close enough to the winery to always be a part of the land she loved—and within running distance of a wine disaster—but far enough away that she wouldn’t be tempted to always be at work. In theory.

      Something moved at the edge of the trees hiding her home from the gravel road that ran by her place. She blinked, but the shadows stayed put. She glared suspiciously at the glass of wine she was holding. She’d had more wine than she usually drank, especially in the middle of the night. She might taste a lot of wine for her job, but she seldom had more than a glass—she was a spitter, not a swallower—unless she was doing a customer tasting instead of an industry tasting. It was completely probable that her second two a.m. glass was enough to make the shadows scarier than they really were.

      She drained her glass and pivoted away from the window. She was too hyped up, both about the shadows and her impeding Very Big Day where she’d have to smile at humans and be nice and speak knowledgably to an audience. Another glass of wine sounded like a good idea.

      Charlie turned the kettle on and made herself a cup of chamomile tea. She needed to go to bed; as much as she wanted to believe she could get through a busy, stressful day on a couple hours of sleep, she couldn’t, and hadn’t been able to for a long time.

      She took her cup of tea, went back to her recliner, started a documentary about H. H. Holmes, and let the soothing sounds of
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