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The ICC
Many European countries require the skipper of a pleasure craft to be able to provide evidence of their competence. Experiences differ greatly. Inconsistency from province to province and port to port means many boaters are never asked to provide evidence of their competence abroad. However, those that are asked and do not have a suitable document can find themselves in an uncomfortable situation. This is where an ICC can prove to be useful.
The ICC (or, to give it its full title, International Certificate for Operators of Pleasure Craft) is a certificate which is intended to provide evidence of competence when requested by officials in foreign countries. It is sometimes known as the International Certificate of Competence.
It is issued under the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Inland Transport Committee Working Party on Inland Water Transport Resolution 40. It is this resolution which details how and to whom the ICC may be issued, the syllabus requirements, the layout of the certificate, and the countries which have notified the UNECE Secretariat that they have accepted the resolution. The UK is one of these. Resolution 40 requires that applicants for the ICC prove that they have sufficient knowledge and ability to safely operate a pleasure craft. This can be done by presenting a recognised national certificate issued by the country which is issuing the ICC. Alternatively, the resolution makes provision for boaters to pass an examination.
The UK ICC issued by the RYA has five categories: inland waters, coastal waters, power, sail (including auxiliary engine), and personal watercraft. When an ICC is issued, only the categories for which competence has been demonstrated will be validated. Your ICC will need to be valid for both the type of boat and the type of waters in which you intend boating.

CEVNI
Resolution 40 requires that candidates for coastal waters have knowledge of the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGS), and candidates applying for an ICC with the inland category validated have sufficient knowledge of the traffic regulations applicable on inland waters, in particular Code Européen des Voies de Navigation Intérieure (CEVNI). Every candidate wishing to have the inland category validated on their ICC must therefore first pass the ICC CEVNI test. 
CEVNI is the code governing navigation on many of the interconnected European inland waterways. Signs, rules, and procedures for navigating the waterways are all included within the CEVNI and, in the same way as pleasure craft on coastal waters are expected to abide by the COLREGS, pleasure craft on many of the inland waterways of Europe (which in places are heavily utilised by commercial traffic) are expected to know the CEVNI.
Various countries’ own regulations, such as the Règlement Général de Police in France and Belgium and the Binnenvaart Politie Reglement in the Netherlands actually apply in practice, though, and CEVNI is closely harmonised with (but not identical to) the Police Regulations for the Navigation of the Rhine. National, local, and River Commission regulations may differ from the published CEVNI ones. However, knowledge and understanding of CEVNI is an essential prerequisite for anyone cruising on the European inland waters.
CEVNI is not covered in any of the RYA’s courses, even those specific to inland waterways, as these regulations are not in use in the UK. It is therefore necessary to have a separate theory test on the CEVNI regulations.
There is no standalone CEVNI certificate or CEVNI endorsement. The document you receive when passing the RYA ICC CEVNI test simply allows the inland category on a UK ICC issued by the RYA to be validated, thereby indicating that the holder has demonstrated knowledge of the CEVNI regulations as required by the resolution.
All candidates requiring the inland category validated must pass the RYA ICC CEVNI test irrespective of whether the regulations are in force in the country or on the river, lake, or canal where they intend to go boating.
For more information on CEVNI and to gain a greater understanding of its wider context, please visit unece.org/transport/publications/cevni-european-code-inland-waterways-rev6. This defines terms and procedures in greater detail.

The ICC CEVNI Test
The RYA ICC CEVNI test is a multiple-choice paper. Costs for the CEVNI test will vary between organisations (RYA recognised training centres and RYA affiliated clubs). There are two options:
	Take the test in person at an RYA recognised training centre or an affiliated club authorised to carry out the test; or 

	Many RYA recognised training centres or affiliated clubs authorised to carry out the test can provide you with access to take the test online remotely from home or anywhere in the world.

In addition to passing the CEVNI test, for an ICC to be issued you must be eligible to be issued with an ICC and present a qualifying RYA practical course completion certificate or pass an ICC assessment at an RYA ICC test centre to validate one of the List A categories (see ICC-3 Notes: Evidencing Boating Competence available at www.rya.org.uk/knowledge/abroad/icc/icc-apply).
To find out more about the ICC CEVNI test, please visit: www.rya.org.uk/training/courses/cevni-test-online-cevniol
For further information on the ICC, please visit: www.rya.org.uk/knowledge/abroad/icc

How the Rules Apply
The Code Européen des Voies de Navigation Intérieure is a resolution of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe Inland Transport Committee. The resolution is under constant review by the Working Party on Inland Water Transport. The sixth revision of CEVNI was published in November 2021. In order to bring them into force, the rules are adopted by implementing governments and River Commissions into the regulations that apply for their area of authority. 
The main European international rivers are managed by specially established inter-Governmental River Commissions entrusted with setting technical and legal standards for their respective river networks. In each country, as in the UK, there may be one or more navigation authorities responsible for implementing the rules within their jurisdiction.
It takes time for the changes to be made to the national, local, and River Commission regulations which bring CEVNI into force. While this book is based on the sixth revision of CEVNI, the rules in force may be based on a previous version. However, the rules in force may not exactly match the relevant revision of CEVNI, as some elements of CEVNI may not be appropriate for the local conditions and there is scope for the implementing navigation authority to alter the rules to suit.
The Central Commission for Navigation on the Rhine has its own regulations. Although CEVNI is closely harmonised with them, they are developed independently.
It is the rules in force which will indicate the area in which the rules apply, and which, if you are coming from the sea, will indicate where you change over from adhering to the COLREGs. However, if you are seeing CEVNI signage it will be a good indicator that you are on an inland waterway. 
The rules in force may include a requirement to carry a copy of those rules on board. In most cases the rules are not published in English, but that neither negates the requirement to carry them nor provides an excuse for not being aware of your obligations. 
There may also be inland waters where the local rules are not based on the CEVNI resolution, and a completely different set of rules may be in force.

Orientation
Within waterways with current, the right bank is on the right of you as you look downstream. In areas where there is no current, such as lakes, broad waterways or canals, the right- and left-hand sides are determined by the competent authority.
Red channel markers relate to the right bank, and green channel markers relate to the left bank, meaning that, should you enter the waterway from the sea, the buoyage would remain constant.
[image: A waterway leading into the sea with green banks on either side. Looking downstream, there are red cylindrical channel markers relating to the right bank and green triangular channel markers relating to the left bank. The end of the waterway splits into two directions, separated by a narrow embankment. Looking downstream, on the left hand side there is a dam flowing into the sea with two yellow buoys before it. On the right hand side looking downstream, there is a controlled lock leading to the sea.]
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