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	MUHNOCHWA… (The face scratcher)

	 

	Surajpur village… neither big nor modern. Except a few houses not TV but radio is their family member. A village of farmers and laborers, out of main stream. Their disputes are solved by village head Kamta Prasad. They get their daily needs and loan on interest from village’s moneylender & shop owner Dukhiram. Their religious needs are fulfilled by village’s Pandit-cum-astrologer Sahiram. Dukhiram’s name is according to his character as he gives only pain to villagers. But Sahiram’s name is against his character because whatever he does in the name of religion that is always wrong… Village’s Tantrik Bhola is official exorcist of village. Mad old woman Shugna and drinker Sadanand’s funny activities make villagers to laugh. They use to tease both for fun. When they meet in village’s choupal (village meeting place), center of their talking is rumors related to area’s police station in-charge Sherkhan and his constable Madhaw. Sherkhan is a gutless person who always tells false stories about his bravery, but in fact he makes his brave constable to work. Beside this; stories related to local thug Gulathi and Lukathi give excitement to villagers. Gulathi and Lukathi are too comical. They find strange ways to befool and plunder peoples.

	Here; I would like to introduce two more characters; Science teacher Mahapatro and his servant Dillu. Mahapatro is an ambitious scientist. He has a small lab in his house. He is trying to invent a super medicine which would all alone cure each and every disease from human body. He is reserve in nature. His servant Dillu is very jovial, talkative and coward lad. Mahapatro is always angry with him because Mahapatro pays him while he works more for villagers. Dillu can never deny a beautiful girl’s request.

	Group of four mischievous teens is headache for villagers. They are Chandan, Mangla, Shiva and Sanjana. Chandan is group leader. They for joy troubles peoples. Sometimes they tie crackers in ass’ tail and fire it; sometimes they make some animal to enter someone’s field etc. But to villagers’ relief there is a group of four good teens too, who use to save them from bad teens’ pranks. Good teens are Birju, Gullan, Radha and Pintu. Birju is group leader. All teens are of age group 15 to 17. Only Gullan is a 23 years old guy who is a mental retarded kid. Villagers like and praise Birju and group. This makes Chandan and group jealous and angry. Chandan and group always try to endanger and defame Birju and group. But Birju and group always win because they have power of truth and goodness, while Chandan and group have power of badness and money. After all Chandan is son of moneylender Dukhiram. Birju and group prevent Dukhiram too to take benefit from illiterate villagers. So Dukhiram hates them. Also Pandit Sahiram hates Birju and group because they expose his tricks.

	Nowadays terror of Muhnochwa is spread in the village and area around. Muhnochwa – a strange horrible entity! Who in night appears out of nowhere and attacks on someone, scratches their face, kills them and disappear to nowhere.

	Many rumors are spread in the area about Muhnochwa. Someone says Muhnochwa is a human-eater animal. Someone says Muhnochwa is a ghost or monster. Someone says he has seen Muhnochwa. Someone says he has fought with Muhnochwa. But none knows the truth that who the hell is Muhnochwa? From where does he come? And where does he go? Due to Muhnochwa, air of fear and suspiciousness is there in the village. Villagers avoid going out after Sunset. They doubt on each other whether he is Muhnochwa? Police is helpless because they still couldn’t catch Muhnochwa. Day by day villagers’ fear is increasing.

	In such an environment we begin the story from teens’ school where sports competitions are going on. Various sports like long run, short run, long jump, high jump, Kabaddi, wrestling etc. Also villagers have come as viewers. At first running competition takes place, in which boys participate. Birju and Chandan group are also participating. But mental retarded boy Gullan is not participating. He is seated among viewers and taking pictures from camera mobile. Birju is about to win but Chandan and group do cheating and using rope they make Birju to fall down and thus Chandan wins the race. Next sport is girls’ Kabaddi, in which Birju group’s Radha and Chandan group’s Sanjna are in opponent teams. Radha is about to win. But Chandan and group again do cheating and spray itching powder on Radha and thus Sanjna wins the game. Thus in all games Chandan group wins using tricks and cheating. Finally wrestling takes place between Birju and Chandan. Here Chandan bribes the referee and wins. Hence Chandan and group have won all games and they insult Birju and group. Chandan and group go to stage to take prize. Then only Birju comes on stage with Gullan and shows the Principal the video clippings which expose Chandan and group’s cheatings. Principal and others get angry on Chandan and group. Chandan and group infuriate because Gullan stole Chandan’s camera mobile and used against them only! Principal orders Chandan and group to clean school ground as punishment. Chandan and group begin to clean school ground. But Chandan slips away and then only Muhnochwa comes there. All except Birju and group get scared and run off. Then Chandan throws Muhnochwa’s cover and says laughing, ‘to get rid of punishment, he did so’. Then Chandan runs to beat Gullan. Birju comes to save him. Hot talks take place. Then only Principal and others come and Chandan and group is punished more severely.

	Later on villagers prepare for Holi festival. But Muhnochwa’s terror has lessened villagers’ joy this year. Chandan group was still competing with Birju group. Chandan group decide to make higher HOLIKA than of Birju’s group. Birju and group are doing hard labor and collecting dry woods while Chandan group is doing fun in place of collecting woods. In the evening Chandan and group spread false rumor in the village that police has caught Muhnochwa in the Jungle. Villagers enter the jungle holding flambeau. But Chandan and group slip away in the middle and return to village. In the village they start to take cots, chairs etc. from villagers’ houses and put for Holika dahan. In the jungle villagers don’t find Muhnochwa or police. They are searching in the jungle. Then only we see an entity that seems disturbed due to burning flambeau. Entity runs towards village. None sees this. Birju has sensed something. But he doesn’t tell anyone thinking that villagers would get scared. Then only not to find Chandan and group, Birju feels that sure they have befooled villagers. Birju gets tensed that Chandan and group is alone in village and they may fall in danger because Birju has seen some entity running towards village. May be that entity is Muhnochwa and he may harm Chandan and group. Birju along with his group return fast towards village.

	Other side Chandan and group have made higher Holika than of Birju. Now they move towards Tantrik Bhola’s house for last furniture. Then only an entity comes fast and enters Bhola’s house. Chandan and group get scared whether Muhnochwa entered Bhola’s house…? But Chandan encourages them and they pick cot from Bhola’s house and move. Then only they sense that some entity is chasing them. They turn but find none. Again and again they feel that someone is chasing them. They hear footsteps too… They get badly scared. Chandan’s friends curse Chandan for sending villagers to jungle. Now Muhnochwa would kill us… Then only the entity comes in front of them. It was Muhnochwa! Chandan and group scream to see death before eyes. They plead for life. Muhnochwa stares at them and by gestures tells them to keep all the furniture back to places. Chandan and group do so. Then Birju puts off Muhnochwa’s cover. His friends come in front and they all burst into laughter. Now Chandan and group get relaxed. But the next moment they get pissed off and attack on Birju’s group. Then only villagers return and they scold Chandan and group for befooling them. Villagers praise Birju and group for saving their furniture. They have brought woods from jungle. Also those woods are kept on Birju’s Holika. And Holika dahan takes place. Flames go high. Villagers pray for end of Muhnochwa. Then only awful scream from Bhola’s house is heard. All run to Bhola’s house but none is there in the house. Villagers get doubtful whether Bhola is Muhnochwa… Birju thinks that if the entity he saw in jungle was Muhnochwa, and if the same entity had entered bhola’s house, then it is clear that Muhnochwa is afraid of fire that’s why he escaped from jungle due to burning Flambeau and escaped from Bhola’s house due to burning Holika. Then only Bhola comes. Villagers tell him everything. Bhola gets surprised and tells that he had gone to temple for worship. Villagers are confused and they return to their homes.

	Next day villagers play Holi. They were trying to hide their fear under colors. Chandan and group were playing dirty holi with shit, mud and cow dung etc. while Birju and group were playing decent holi. Some kids were teasing mad old woman Shugna. Old woman was running after them shouting dreadfully ‘I will scratch your face!!!’ This was creating doubt in villagers’ mind that whether this old mad woman is Muhnochwa? Birju asks Chandan and group to play clean holi. Chandan and group using tricks, break soil pot over Birju’s head that was filled with shit. Birju somehow controls his anger. Villagers and friends help him to bath. Chandan and group play dirtier holi. Then Birju and group plan to teach them a lesson. They entrap Chandan and group using ropes and make them dangling from a tree. In such a manner that when someone slips down, he falls in mud. When he jumps up, other one slips down and falls in mud. Birju and group and villagers burst into laughter on seeing the four mischievous teens dipping in mud two by two. When Chandan and group plead a lot, then only they are forgiven and freed by Birju and group.

	That night a young guy’s dead body is found in the village. He was victim of Muhnochwa. Villagers feel that sure that old mad woman is Muhnochwa. Villagers catch her and tie her with a tree. They threaten her to tell whether she is Muhnochwa? She throws pebbles and shouts ‘Yes I am Muhnochwa! I will scratch your face!’ Before villagers would harm her, Birju and group come forth and prove that she in not Muhnochwa. Villagers free her. But all are scared that who is Muhnochwa. They begin to doubt on each other. Whenever they see someone’s suspicious activity, they catch him and try to find out that whether he is Muhnochwa or not… This creates chain of comic and sadistic situations. But remains the terror of Muhnochwa…

	In the village a lover used to meet his beloved in fields in night. Once, a villager sees him going towards fields. He gets doubtful that sure the guy is Muhnochwa and is going to hunt someone. Next night villagers chase that guy. Coincidentally that night beloved got some injury in her leg. To stop bleeding lover sucked her injury. Then only villagers come there. Scared beloved escapes in darkness. Lover is caught by villagers. On seeing blood stain on his mouth and clothe, villagers believed that he is Muhnochwa. Lover was in worst situation. How could he say that he was with some villager’s daughter! He kept pleading that he is not Muhnochwa. But none believes on him. Villagers bring him in Village

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
