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[background music]

Jeff Heimbuch: Hello, I’m Jeff Heimbuch, co-author of It’s Kind of a Cute Story by Rolly Crump. When we sat down to record More Cute Stories, Volume Two, Rolly had a whole list of people he worked with during his time at Disney that he wanted to talk about. Unfortunately, due to time, we didn’t get through that entire list. In fact, we barely made it through half of it. When deciding what we should do for Volume Five, Rolly decided he wanted to go back and try to finish that list off. And so, what we wound up with is what you’re listening to right now: Animators and Imagineers, Part Two.

Rolly’s personal recollections of these folks always seems to be extremely popular with our listeners because they get to see a side of Disney they have never seen before. Even though the animators and Imagineers are known for doing amazing things, we often forget that they are people as well, and Rolly has plenty of stories to show they are just like you and me. Much like the first time around, many of these names are people you’ll recognize, others will be new to you. However, they were all important in Rolly’s life and therefore, to Disney history. So, sit back, relax, and enjoy More Cute Stories, Volume Five: Animators and Imagineers, Part Two.

Rolly Crump: It’s really interesting because after all these years and all the people that I worked with there were unbelievable little stories that kind of went along with each one of them. And so, I’m going to pass some of these little stories on. These are people that I knew while I was with the Disney organization and they were always part of it in one form or another. 

So, I’m going to start off with Jack Parr. He was an animator that I worked with way, way back in the fifties. And he was kind of an interesting guy because his wife was what they call a de la Torre. She belonged to the de la Torre family and her brother did a cartoon called “Little Pedro” for the L.A. Times and it was real popular because it was kind of based on little Hispanic stories. Anyway, her brother passed away, so Jack took up and carried on with the cartoon, the “Little Pedro” strip, which was really cute. It was extremely popular and so Jack did all the illustrations and all the stories and did that in his spare time. Needless to say, some of his spare time was during the hours that we worked together on animation. So that was kind of a fun one.

But the real cute story I want to talk about with Jack was that Jack ran around with a lot of the other guys in animation that liked to play cowboys and Indians. And they’d all get dressed up with their cowboy hats and their vests and they’d go out into the desert and camp out and spend the night there. And then the next morning they’d get up and shoot tin cans and they’d just have a good old time out there. Well, the bottom line is that the best part of the trip was that they all had their wives make an apple pie. And the whole reason for that was they would bring their Jack Daniels and their wives’ apple pie and they’d build a fire, and they’d sit around the fire and they’d eat the apple pie and sip on the Jack. And Jack was really cute, he told me exactly how to do it. He says, “You take a big bite of apple pie, but you don’t eat it, you just keep it in your mouth.” He said, “Then you take a big shot of Jack Daniels and you kind of roll both of them around in your mouth and then you eat it.” And it absolutely was delicious! So that little recipe I’ve carried all over the place, and everyone I ever worked for or worked with had to have apple pie and Jack Daniels with me at one time or another.

There was a little writer that I worked with in Phoenix. She and I were doing a little video together and so she wanted to take me out for dinner one night and there was a little Western town that she said she wanted to take me to because she thought it was kind of a theme park. It really wasn’t, it just a little Western town. Anyway, we had a big steak dinner and afterwards the waitress said, “Would you like a dessert?” And I said, “Do you have any apple pie?” And she said, “Yes.” So, I had the apple pie, and I wanted a couple of shots of Jack Daniels, which I did have. Needless to say, the little gal said, “God, that really sounds good.” She says, “Can I try that too?” And I said, “Sure!” So, I got her to have some apple pie and Jack Daniels. Well, I was introduced to her by one of the fellas I worked with in Phoenix and I told him about it the next day and he said, “She drank Jack Daniels?” And I said, “Yeah.” And he says, “She doesn’t drink at all.” And I said, “I don’t know I guess she thought it was kind of a neat idea at the time.” So anyway, that was one of the stories that I love about Jack Parr.
Okay now we’re going to talk about one of the first little weird paintings that I did. Fred Joerger who ran the model shop at WED was building his own little house. It was a beautiful house, a big house. And in one of the bathrooms, he had collected erotic art from all over Europe. And so, when we were all working together at the studio, he would ask different artists that we worked with if they would do something erotic for his bathroom. So, I did! I did a little painting of Adam and Eve and what I did was I was doing it kind of a cartoon because I had Eve looking down at the bottom where he was—actually it was only from the waist up that I did the Adam and Eve. And her hand obviously crossed his stomach, and you could tell that what she had a hold of down there, and she had kind of a little smile on her face and of course Adam had these eyes wide open. So, it was very obvious what was going on, it was Eve groping Adam. 
So anyway, we framed it, he took it home and hung it up, and then a few weeks later he says, “You know Rolly, you should have shown everything.” And I said, “No, no, no!” I said, “Fred, I want to keep it kind of humorous.” “No, no, you’ve got to show everything” I said, “Well, we can’t add anything to the painting because it’s already been cut and framed.” He says, “I’ll cut you another piece and make another frame and we’ll hang it below it.” So, I said, “Okay.” So, I got a wooden dowel, and I made a great big peep out of the wooden dowel, screwed it to the piece of Masonite that he gave me, and I drew her hand actually getting a hold of his little weenie there and we hung it up and put it in his bathroom. And he said, “You know, Rolly, it really wasn’t that erotic until I started putting a hand towel over it. So, I use it as a rack for a hand towel.” 

Anyway, as the story goes, every time his mother would come to visit him, he would take the painting down, the actual one with the weenie, and put it up in the closet. And then one day he came to me and said, “You know, my mom left a couple days ago, and I went to get the weenie down and hang it back up and it was gone!” He says, “I think my mom found it and threw it away.” So, I thought Oh God! Well Fred, that’s the way it goes. Now the follow up on that was that I had done some other Adam and Eves that I had around and so Dick Irvine, my boss that I worked with at WED, said, “You know Rolly, I’d like to have one of your Adam and Eves.” And I said, “Sure Dick, I’ll make you one.” So, I made a little, you know, pen and ink colored drawing, and framed it, and gave it to Dick. 

Now Dick Irvine was real straight arrow and he had ten kids. And at his home, he and his wife had built an apartment behind their house, and his wife and he lived in the apartment and the kids lived in the house. Well years later I found out that the kids started getting jobs at WED. Two or three of them were working there with us and when they started working with me, they said, “Well, we know who you are.” I said, “You know who I am?” They said, “Yeah, you did the Adam and Eve painting.” I said, “What do you know about that?” They said, “Well, my mom and dad have it hanging in their bathroom in their apartment, but we sneak over every now and then and take a look at your Adam and Eve.” So, I got a big kick out of the fact that the kids knew about me through Adam and Eve. As it turned out, years later there was an Adam and Eve painting in the film “The Zodiac” with Robert Downey Jr., and it was kind of off in the background there and golly knows how it got there or where it came from. I don’t think any of us will know.

Alright, now I’d like to tell you about Jack Olsen. Jack Olsen was a manager
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