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				INTRODUCTION

				Though his life was relatively short, Christian Ernest Dior’s seismic influence on the fashion world ensures his name lives on as one of the most successful and celebrated designers of all time. 

				Using the rationing restrictions of wartime, he created designs that extenuated the female figure and released the women of the world from the restrictive, dull clothing that restricted rather than enhanced femininity.

				After the Second World, it was Dior’s sudden prominence on the world stage that restored Paris’ reputation as the epicentre of the fashion world. To wear a Dior item of clothing was to wear the best of the best.

				His post-war collection was described as a completely “new look” by the influential editor-in-chief of Harper’s Bazaar, one of the world’s most powerful style magazines. 

				The description was adopted and quickly became a fashion movement, with Dior’s “New Look” leading the way 
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				and even stealing the limelight from compatriot Gabrielle “Coco” Chanel.

				Yet his work was not without controversy, and his early collections earned him an equally powerful adversary in Chanel, who voiced publicly her dislike of Dior’s fashion. 

				Despite Chanel’s outspoken views on his work, each season, Dior’s collection became the highlight of the fashion calendar as his global empire grew exponentially, making him a household name in a relatively short time.

				Just two years before he died, Dior personally selected teenage assistant Yves Saint-Laurent to be his successor.

				Though his untimely death at the age of 52 initially threw the fashion house into disarray, Dior – now driven by the precocious talents of protégé Saint-Laurent – recovered to maintain its status as one of the world’s most luxurious and profitable brands. 

				Coming from a wealthy background with powerful allies, Christian Dior may not have had to scrap his way to the top as Coco Chanel did, but his talent is no less worthy and his legacy as one of the world’s greatest designers is no less deserving.
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				THE ULTIMATE FEMINIST

				Christian Dior adored women and everything they represented. His sole purpose in life was to accentuate a woman’s beauty with clothing, jewellery, perfume and accessories…
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				The Ultimate Feminist

			

		

		
			
				My dream? To make women happier and more beautiful.

				Christian Dior’s love of women was evident in everything he did, as seen on livinginfiftiesfashion.com, “Salute Mr Dior”
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				christian dior: STYLE TO LIVE BY

			

		

		
			
				The world is wonderfully full of beautiful women whose shapes and tastes offer an inexhaustible diversity. My collection must cater individually for each one of them.

				Dior’s aim was to be as inclusive as possible, as cited in the New York Post, Raquel Laneri (2021)
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				The Ultimate Feminist

			

		

		
			
				Accept, accept! You must create the house of Christian Dior. Whatever the conditions, anything that they could offer you could not compare to the chance of today!

				Madame Delahaye, 

				a trusted clairvoyant and confidante of Dior, responds to his news of an investor’s offer and the question of what he should do
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				christian dior: STYLE TO LIVE BY

			

		

		
			
				Women, with their sure instincts, realized that my intention was to make them not just more beautiful but also happier.

				As cited on Kidadl’s “70 Best Christian Dior Quotes from the Famous Fashion Powerhouse”
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				Dior was born on 21 January 1905, in the northern French seaside town of Granville. 

				Christian was the second of five children born to Alexandre Louis Maurice Dior, the owner of a highly successful fertilizer manufacturer, and his wife, Madeleine. 
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				christian dior: STYLE TO LIVE BY

			

		

		
			
				Women are most fascinating between the ages of 35 and 40 after they have won a few races and know how to pace themselves.

				Dior believed life was a marathon, not a sprint – as tweeted by @BritishVogue, 19 March 2014
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				The Ultimate Feminist

			

		

		
			
				My dream is to save women from nature. 

				As seen on thecut.com, Veronique Hyland, July 2014
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				christian dior: STYLE TO LIVE BY

			

		

		
			
				Individuality will always be one of the conditions of real elegance.

				Dior’s unique outlook was to fight conformity, as seen on theglassmagazine.com, winter 2016

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				18

			

		

		
			
				The Ultimate Feminist

			

		

		
			
				A woman’s perfume tells more about her than her handwriting.

				Another pleasant truism from the great man – as tweeted by @BritishVogue, 9 December 2013
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				Much of Christian Dior’s very happy childhood was spent at the seaside residence Villa Les Rhumbs, near Granville in Normandy. 

				His mother Madeleine tended and created the home’s spectacular garden, sparking her son’s vivid imagination that would later inspire many of his future designs.
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