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This is another book of a series that takes a
day to day look at the “Politics of Sports Business” in 2019, 365
commentaries and all of them are derived from one central thought.
How sports operates with three absolute needs to be successful.
Government backing. Money from television. Corporate support. It
really does not matter if a sport is headquartered in the United
States or in Switzerland. The 365 essays reflect that thinking. The
book’s cover photo is the abandoned dock in King’s Wharf, Bermuda
where the 2017 America’s Cup was held. Bermuda spent tens of
millions of dollars to attract the event and all it has to show is
am empty space.


Evan Weiner, January 2020.


January, 2019: As always the Politics of
Sports Business in the United States, January is filled with
National Football League along with National Basketball Association
and National Hockey League arena news. But college sports business
and international politics also created headlines.


>>>New Year’s Day
Is Not The End All College Football Party

January 1, 2019

January 1st used to be the end of the college football season. There
would be a champion crowned after the completion of the traditional
bowl games. But money has changed everything and January
1st is just another
day. In 2019, the five corporate named bowls, the Rose, the Sugar,
the Fiesta, the Citrus and the Outback Bowls will feature ten also
ran teams in what is little more than TV programming and a money
grab for schools and conferences. There are more than three dozen
college bowl games with title sponsors paying college football
bills. Television and other partners both naming rights and lesser
sponsors put up money.  All of this does not include the three
college football playoff games.  Money comes in but no
payments go to student-athletes who are the show.

The term "student-athletes"
has been used to deny players benefits such as salaries and long
term health care from injuries suffered on the field whether in
practice or in a game. Courts have pretty much routinely upheld the
college side of things in lawsuits filed by severely injured
players or survivors of players killed on the field. Schools should
not have to pay workman's compensation or long term health care
costs because the athlete is a student not an employee of the
school. The
athletic scholarship is very one sided, in favor of the schools,
although there is some justification that the schools are offering
scholarships to players and that players ought to be grateful for
that.  Teams playing in the bowl games pay no taxes on bowl
payoffs thanks to an antitrust exemption. The players, the stars of
the show, are not paid while everyone else is making money. They
have stories to tell later on in life about appearing in a big
game. The coaches get millions, athletic director bonuses. The
players may get a ring.

 


>>>A’s Want To Stay In
Oakland

January 2, 2019


You have to go back to 1957 to find a city
that lost two major league sports franchises in one year. New York
City watched as Walter O’Malley took his Brooklyn Dodgers franchise
to Los Angeles and New York Giants owner Horace Stoneham fled to
San Francisco. O’Malley and New York City power broker Robert Moses
could not agree on the location for O’Malley’s Dodgers franchise.
Stoneham left without any haggling. In 2019, Oakland is losing the
National Basketball Association’s Golden State Warriors business to
a plot of land across the bay in San Francisco although the
franchise name will live on and more than likely has said goodbye
to Mark Davis along with his Oakland Raiders partners unless
something unexpected happens such as Oakland dropping its antitrust
lawsuit against Davis and the National Football League for what
Oakland officials believe was bad faith bargaining, among other
issues, in the Davis Raiders move to Las Vegas. Davis had been
intending to play one more year in Oakland and then ankle to Las
Vegas in 2020. Davis’s Raiders do not have a home office in
2019.

Oakland officials are scrambling to keep
Major League Baseball’s A’s franchise in town. A’s ownership has
picked out a spot to build a stadium. A’s ownership has embarked on
a 120 day plan to win Oakland’s business sector’s approval for the
proposed stadium. Various A’s ownership groups have had stadium
plans, ranging from building a ballpark village on the land
surrounding the Oakland Coliseum, to land near Laney College to a
spot south of Oakland in Fremont and San Jose. A’s ownership struck
out in San Jose because the San Francisco Giants have territorial
rights in that city and a court backed up the claim. A’s owners
seemingly want to remain in Oakland but politics not a want to stay
will determine the franchise future.


>>>Phoenix Is On The Clock
Deciding Whether To Fund An Arena Renovation

January 3, 2019

The clock is ticking in Phoenix as the
National Basketball Association’s local franchise owner Robert
Sarver attempts to get major subsidies from the mayor and city
council to renovate the city owned arena where his Suns basketball
franchise operates. There is a deadline because Phoenix will have a
new mayor in March as Thelda Williams who supports the renovations
and the subsidies is leaving office. The planned expenditure, when
debt payments are included could add up to a quarter of a billion
dollars.  There are public hearings that will take place
before a January 23 city council vote which will either approve or
kill the proposal. The city council punted on a decision in
December. Phoenix residents may like an NBA team in town but a
December poll results claimed that two thirds of Phoenix dwellers
are opposed to using public money to bring the 1990s building to a
2020s state of the art NBA standards arena. Phoenix residents may
also have to deal with Major League Baseball’s Phoenix-based
Diamondbacks owners who may want a taxpayers funded new stadium
which would replace a building that opened in 1998.

NBA Commissioner Adam Silver
wants to see Phoenix use municipal dollars to help out Sarver and
his business. “I’ve made clear as
well, as commissioner, it’d be a failure on my part if a team ended
up moving out of a market. I will say, in Phoenix, it’s the oldest
arena now in the NBA that hasn’t been either completely rebuilt or
renovated. There’s no question the arena needs a substantial
investment.” Silver, of course, is first and foremost a
lobbyist in this situation and although Sarver claimed he would not
move if the Phoenix city council said no to spending a quarter of a
billion dollars on the renovation, other cities may want his
business. It’s the way of sports today.


>>>
Ottawa May Be The NHL’s Top Problem To
Solve

January 4, 2019

It appears that the National Hockey League’s
Ottawa Senators franchise has become Commissioner Gary Bettman’s
biggest problem, surpassing the Glendale-based Arizona franchise as
the league’s biggest headache.  Ottawa Senators owner Eugene
Melnyk, who lives in Barbados half a year, seemingly wants a new
arena but it is unclear just want Melnyk really desires for his
business. He may want to leave suburban Kanata for a place near
Parliament, Ottawa is the Canadian capital. Or he may not want a
place near Parliament. Right now, Melnyk is in a court battle
because a business deal went bad. Melnyk was going to partner with
developer John Ruddy to develop a piece of land known as the
LeBreton Flats which would have included an arena-village. That
happened in early 2018, by November 2018, Melnyk was suing Ruddy
for $700 million Canadian claiming that Ruddy had a conflict of
interest because he is involved in another Ottawa development near
the LeBreton Flats area. Ruddy decided to sue Melnyk for a billion
dollars Canadian accusing Melnyk and the Senators business of
skipping out on financial responsibilities and wanting not to pay
rent in the planned building. The court action will play out.

Melnyk’s team plays in a
soon-to-be 23 year old arena about 12 miles southwest of Ottawa.
Bettman found Melnyk in 2003 to buy the bankrupt franchise and
prevent the team from moving to the United States. Ottawa is a
very small market that doesn’t have the corporate market that is
thought to be needed to be successful. The National Hockey
League would prefer a market to have
companies with at least $5 million in sales and 25 employees as it
thinks those companies can afford NHL season tickets. Ottawa has
the smallest corporate community in the NHL with about 900 suitable
businesses. Melnyk likes owning the team but does he like
Ottawa?


>>>State Lawmakers Across
The Country Are Tackling Sports Issues

January 5, 2019

State lawmakers around the country are back
to work and for a number of them, sports gambling is a major issue.
Lawmakers in New York will immediately tackle the question of
whether the state should get sports gambling up and running with
the knowledge that downstate New Yorkers can just cross a bridge or
go through a tunnel and find a sportsbook at the New Jersey
Meadowlands just across the way from the New York Giants and Jets
stadium. Connecticut, which has some residents in Fairfield County
that live close enough to the Meadowlands sportsbook, is also in
the same boat as New York and state lawmakers could craft a bill
legalizing a sportsbook in the state. Connecticut’s eastern
neighbor Rhode Island has a sportsbook up and going. Michigan
representatives could also take up legislation. Nevada has had
legalized sports gambling since 1949. In 2018, New Jersey,
Delaware, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Mississippi, West Virginia
and New Mexico allowed sportsbooks to open in casinos in their
states. Washington, DC has no casinos but sports betting may start
in the District in 2019.

Sports betting policy is not limited just to
state governments. Congress may want to put all sports gambling
under a federal umbrella and impose laws limiting state powers on
sports gambling. Of course that is what uncorked sports gambling in
the first place. In 1992, Congress allowed sports gambling in
Nevada with some limited form of sports gambling in Delaware,
Montana and Oregon. The Supreme Court overruled the federal law in
a case involving New Jersey. One other state needs to be watched.
Utah lawmakers are considering legislation that could shield Salt
Lake City from financial debt if the local Olympic bid committee
lands the 2030 Winter Olympics. The International Olympic Committee
requires host groups to pick up the debt that the event brings.
Someone in Utah will pay.


>>>Maryland And Washington,
DC Want Daniel Snyder’s NFL Team

January 6, 2019

Daniel Snyder’s Virginia-based National
Football League business which operates from a storefront in
Landover, Maryland but calls itself Washington is not on the field
during the NFL playoffs. But that does not mean Snyder’s business
is closed for the season. Snyder is apparently looking to move the
store from its present home and may have two suitors. Washington,
DC and Maryland. The Maryland Governor Larry Hogan has proposed
swapping state land in western Maryland in exchange for federal
land across from Washington, DC and then build an NFL style stadium
on that land near Washington, DC. The deal would hand over 2,481
acres of the South Mountain State Battlefield to the federal
government in exchange for 512 acres in Oxen Cove Park. The
proposed swap would need Congressional approval. Snyder is also
interested in hearing what District of Columbia city council
members can do for his business by building a stadium somewhere in
Washington. The District has been in the stadium building business
helping out Major League Baseball’s Washington Nationals, Major
League Soccer’s DC United and a practice facility for the National
Basketball Association’s Washington Wizards which doubles as the
home of the Women’s National Basketball Association’s Washington
Mystics.

It should be noted that the dance between
Snyder and the Maryland Governor Hogan or Snyder and the Washington
DC City Council is still very early in the game. Snyder has a
stadium lease in Maryland that ends in 2026. One of the big
problems facing the Maryland plan is infrastructure and getting
people in and out of the stadium area. The Oxen Cove location sits
on the Potomac River and offers views of Washington but there is no
public transit to the site, the local community could lose a public
park and there is a cost factor. The District has no transit
issues. The stadium game has just started.


>>>College Football
Championship Game: Everyone Makes A Buck Except The
Players

January 7, 2019

It is time for the college football
championship game in Santa Clara, California. So let’s take a look.
The pilot and co-pilot of the planes that took the University of
Alabama and Clemson University teams to San Jose got paid. The bus
drivers taking the teams from the airport to the hotel and practice
and the stadium were paid. Housing, paid. The head of security and
that team at the corporate named stadium, paid. The corporate named
stadium officials gave money to the people who allow the name on
the building. The TV and radio people paid to broadcast the game.
Their checks are good. The announcers and production crew paid.
Marketing partners who want to be associated with the game have
paid for that right. People who are attending the game, someone
paid for those tickets. The players? Nothing. This is game 14
for both teams, 14 weeks of practice, a couple weeks of training
camp and those so-called voluntary practices. It has been a full
time job since last summer or maybe last spring. They get a
scholarship.

Alabama coach Nick Saban is by far the
highest paid public employee in the state making millions. Clemson
coach Dabo Swinney makes millions off his players' collective
backs but doesn’t think his players need to get paid. In 2014,
Swinney said, "We try to teach our guys, use football to
create the opportunities. Take advantage of the platform and the
brand and the marketing you have available to you. But as far as
paying players, professionalizing college athletics, that's where
you lose me. I'll go do something else, because there's enough
entitlement in this world as it is." Swinney gets paid millions
which makes it a profession. Swinney is the poster boy for what is
exactly wrong with college sports, coaches making big salaries off
of unpaid workers.


>>>Will Athletes Found
Guilty Of Doping Really Go To Jail?

January 8, 2019

It appears China is ready
to join Germany and Italy and prosecute athletes who have been
tested positive for doping. The guilty athletes would be locked up
as a deterrent.  Despite having the law on the books since
December 2015, Germany has not found an athlete who was suspected
of doping. The United States Senate and House might also come up
with similar legislation this year. The House of
Representatives did nothing in 2018 except putting out some vague
statement that its legislation “will
establish criminal penalties for participating in "a scheme in
commerce to influence a major international sport competition
through prohibited substances or methods". The 2018 House gambit would have also penalized event
organizers. Would the law apply to North American sports leagues
owners? Unknown. Why is there this push for
new criminalize when there are substantial drug laws?  The
sports watchdog and publicly financed World Anti-Doping Agency
would rather punish athletes getting caught doping with a
suspension from international competition than seeing jail terms
handed out. WADA is neither a nation nor a law enforcement entity
it is just a sports organization.

 

China would like to make doping a criminal
offense sometime in 2019. In 2006, the International Olympic
Committee President Dr. Jacques Rogge begged Italian officials not
to enforce drug laws at the Torino Olympic village claiming that
the IOC could take care of things. Sports is afraid of
criminalizing athletes who are caught doping and breaking the law.
Very few American athletes have gone to jail because of doping. An
exception was Marion Jones who lied to federal investigators in
connection with the BALCO case which also involved Barry Bonds.
Jones ended up in jail. Jones admitted she used steroids in the
2000 Sydney Summer Olympics. The United States Department of
Justice has not pushed very hard to arrest athletes accused of
doping.

 


>>>College Sports, It’s A Cut
Throat Business

 


January 9, 2019

 


The college football season is done and now
college sports’ other money making operation swings into view,
men’s basketball, leading up to the NCAA Men’s College Basketball
Tournament which starts in March. While sports fans and customers
look to the very near future, the people who run the industry,
television executives and school presidents and chancellors are
looking at making conferences stronger or putting more schools into
the college football playoff system and in the end, it is all about
maximizing revenues not competition. To that end, there is talk
going around that some conferences may want to add schools for
money making opportunities. Right now, the future of the American
Athletic Conference is at the center of the discussion. Will the
AAC remain intact and get a new deal from Disney’s ESPN or another
suitor or will the conference splinter with schools being poached
by other conferences? The AAC governing body is considering asking
its 13 member schools for a grant of the rights agreement for TV
negotiations which would keep the conference together. AAC schools
would get more TV money but not be able to leave the
conference.

Leaving the conference for another grouping
might be the only way that the Central Florida University football
program could get into the college football championship games
picture. There are other AAC schools that could be attractive to
the so-called power five college sports conferences. Schools in
larger and mid-sized TV markets. Memphis, Cincinnati, Houston and
Tampa’s South Florida. The United States Naval Academy is part of
the AAC football set up. Wichita State is part of the basketball
grouping. The AAC is about ready to have exclusive talks with
Disney about a new TV deal but needs a commitment from AAC members
which means the school presidents and chancellors who want to
remain in the conference. College sports is a professional
business.


>>>Is The Pac 12 Conference
Looking For A “Mooch”?

January 10, 2019

College sports is a professional endeavor in
every way except for one aspect. The players, who are responsible
for putting customers in luxury boxes, club seats, and those people
use in-arena and in-stadium eateries, along with attracting people
in front of TVs and perhaps betting on games, don’t get paid. They
get a scholarship that they might be able to use of they are not
working as student-athletes. They are really not working, they are
not employees, they are student-athletes with minimal workers’
rights. But the bosses in the ivy towers are always plotting to
maximize revenues and now there apparently is a new plan, hatched
by the Pac 12, to get more money into the system. The Pac 12
stakeholders, which really are the 12 college presidents and
chancellors of the Pac 12 member schools, might give Pac 12
Commissioner Larry Scott the go ahead and sell a 10 percent stake
in the conference for $500 million. Apparently the Pac 12 members
need a half billion dollars more money to split 12 ways to keep up
with other college sports conferences that are seeing television
pour more into the product.

How this scheme might work is anyone’s guess.
Are there people who might want a share of the Pac 12 with no
guarantee of eventual financial success? Maybe. In 2012, when Fred
Wilpon was financially ailing, he decided to sell off 12 pieces of
his Major League Baseball New York Mets franchise. For $20 million,
a buyer could own four percent of the Mets but had no say in the
day to day operations of the team. Wilpon got investors,
billionaire Steve Cohen, comedian Bill Maher, and an eventual White
House Communications Director Anthony Scaramucci who bought in
because he was “not buying more than love of the team. The Pac 12
is looking for a Mooch.


>>>Magic Beans And The Search
For Money For A New Calgary Arena

January 11, 2019

It is 2019 and in Calgary, city officials and
the owners of the National Hockey League Calgary Flames franchise
are trying to come up with an agreement that would see the city use
public money to help fund an arena that Flames ownership claims it
needs to keep up with other NHL teams. Flames owners have been
pushing the city to fund the building for two years. There is yet
another Calgary arena study taking place and the findings will be
released on January 28. The trick here is to convince Calgary
politicians that investing in the structure is a wise move. Mayor
Naheed Nanshi said of the study, “Don’t sell me magic beans.”
Nanshi knows most stadiums and arenas don’t produce the touted
economic benefits.

In September, 2017, the Flames ownership
threw in the towel and decided to walk away from Calgary elected
officials and said they were going back to the old arena and that
was it. Of course, in sports no owner ever walks away from the
table stomping his or her feet and says I am not talking to you
about you spending money for my factory ever again. In April, 2017,
Flames Chief Executive Officer Ken King expressed unhappiness with
local elected officials’ refusing to help fund the Calgary Next
project. Then Flames President of Hockey Operations Brian Burke
said that the team would be gone without a new building and even
suggested a possible landing spot, Quebec City. King immediately
contradicted Burke saying Burke was not the organization’s arena
negotiating mouthpiece. But King and Burke were reading off the
same script. “There would be no threat to move, we would just
move,” King said. “And it would be over. And I’m trying my level
best to make sure that day never comes, frankly.” No never means no
in the stadium game.

 


>>>It Was 50 Years Ago Today,
Joe Namath Came To Play

 


January 12, 2019

 


On the morning of January 12, 1969, there
was some question about the legitimacy of the newly named Super
Bowl. After all, the Green Bay Packers had won the first two
American Football League-National Football League World
Championship contests and the long established NFL had to be better
than the AFL which just finished its ninth season. The NFL’s
Baltimore Colts were thought to be a much more superior team than
the opponent, the AFL’s New York Jets. Baltimore would just
continue the NFL’s dominance and perhaps the whole Super Bowl idea
was becoming a folly. But Joe Namath, the Jets quarterback said
there were five AFL quarterbacks better than the Colts Earl Morrall
and guaranteed his team, the Jets, would win. It made for some
drama but Namath was dismissed by sportswriters who covered NFL
teams as a loud mouth with long hair who wore white shoes. The
actual Super Bowl wasn’t much of an event. There was a flimsy
pre-game show featuring a marching band. The Apollo 8 astronauts,
Frank Borman, William Anders and Jim Lovell who had just circled
the moon two weeks earlier led the crowd in the Pledge of
Allegiance. The national anthem was performed by a trumpet player.
The Florida A and M University marching band performed the halftime
show.

 

Namath and his teammates did back up the
guarantee and beat Baltimore and all of a sudden, the Super Bowl
had stature. More than likely Namath is in the Pro Football Hall of
Fame for one performance. His team won the Super Bowl in 1969 and
changed football history. Eventually there would be cities bidding
for the game, people would become interested in throwing Super Bowl
parties. Super Bowl commercials and the halftime show would be must
see TV and Super Bowl Sunday would become a quasi-American holiday
and America’s most watched TV show. The game would also influence
Arizona and national politics. Namath changed the course of
football.

 


>>>The NFL Is Heading Down
The Home Stretch To Super Bowl Sunday In Excellent Shape

 


January 13, 2019

 


The National Football League on the field
season is winding down. The Super Bowl is just weeks away. But the
business of the NFL never winds down and it appears the league,
despite all of the critics seeing an alleged erosion of the NFL’s
popularity, will go into the non-playing portion of the year in
great shape. TV ratings rebounded in 2018. Legalized sports
gambling more than likely played a role in that. The 31 NFL owners
along with the Green Bay Packers board of directors have embraced
legalized sports gambling, which is no surprise because they formed
partnerships with sports fantasy companies, which in itself is a
form of gambling, before the Supreme Court of the United States
gave the go ahead to states to set up sports gambling mechanisms.
The NFL now has an official casino partner. Sports gambling has
become a revenue source.

Not all of the leading indicators were good
for the NFL in 2018 however. Daniel Snyder’s Washington franchise
which is based in Landover, Maryland east of the District had a
major drop of attendance by 19 percent. If Snyder had a good team,
there probably would not be much of an issue. Tampa Bay also saw a
major decline by nine percent. A good team in Tampa would probably
have wiped out the fall off. The NFL had a better season in Los
Angeles with two winning teams. The NFL seems to have regained the
nothing can harm us edge. But warning signs are still out there.
Players are still getting arrested and people have forgotten
about the seriousness of the concussion issue. The national anthem
protests seem to have faded although head and brain injuries are
permanent. But the public has flocked back to watching football on
television. So all is well with the National Football League’s
public face, the Commissioner Roger Goodell and his owners.


>>>St. Louis To Get An XFL
Team Is An MLS Franchise Also Coming?

January 14, 2019

St. Louis sports consumers and fans know they
will be getting a professional football team in town in 2020 when
Vince McMahon’s XFL finally gets onto the field. McMahon will be
paying more in rent to use the city’s domed football facility than
the various St. Louis Rams ownerships did when the team played in
the stadium between 1995 and 2016. McMahon is renting the stadium
for $100,000 a game and at this point, it appears there will be a
10 game winter to spring schedule meaning five home games. St.
Louis sports customers and fans don’t know if the city will be
getting a Major League Soccer team in the near future. Initially
St. Louis was shut out of the MLS’s plan in 2017 to add four teams
because voters said no to putting up municipal funding for a St.
Louis soccer venue. The MLS wanted four ownership groups who could
rally the politicians and corporate powers in different cities and
have the right stuff to get an expansion franchise. The plan did
not go well. A number of cities including St. Louis could not get a
public funding plan for a stadium and the league scrambled to find
willing politicians to help willing owners.

Eventually the MLS did get two cities,
Nashville and Cincinnati. But a third expansion team emerged by
accident. The owner of the Columbus Crew franchise, Anthony
Precourt, decided Austin, Texas offered a much better business
opportunity for his franchise and decided to leave the Ohio capital
for the Texas capital. Eventually, Cleveland Browns owner Jimmy
Haslam bought Precourt’s Columbus team. That allowed Precourt to
take a deal he landed in Austin that included a new stadium. Haslam
apparently will get what Precourt could not, a new Columbus
stadium. St. Louis, Detroit and Phoenix investors want that fourth
expansion slot.


>>>The Best Laid Plans Of
Owners Often Go Awry

January 15, 2019

It is the middle of January and Major League
Baseball’s Oakland and Tampa Bay stadium problems were supposed to
have been solved and both franchise ownership groups were well on
their way to getting new homes. But the best laid plans of mice and
men often go awry. Neither Oakland A’s owner John Fisher nor Tampa
Bay Rays owner Stu Sternberg ever met the Scottish poet Robert
Burns who penned that line in 1786 as part of a poem To A Mouse.
But it applies to them. Sternberg wanted to get his Ybor City Tampa
baseball park plan done by December 31, 2018 so he could get out of
his St. Petersburg, Florida 30 year lease and begin a four or five
year march across the bay to Tampa. For a variety of reasons
including not being able to fund the project, Sternberg’s plan went
awry. A contingency plan was revealed after the start of 2019
calendar year and it includes closing the St. Petersburg domed
stadium’s upper deck to create a more intimate setting. What the
Rays ownership is doing is creating a ticket scarcity and playing
to a fan’s urgency to buy a ticket to a Rays game because if the
fan doesn’t act quickly, the seat may be gone. About 25 to 26
thousand tickets will be available for each of the 81 Tampa Bay
Rays home games.  There will be five thousand less seats
available per game in 2019.

Meanwhile, things are a bit better for
Fisher’s A’s. Fisher has a spot in mind for a ballpark. It will be
on the Oakland waterfront near the Howard Terminal. But there are a
myriad of questions that need answers from funding to environmental
impact, to traffic patterns and whether a gondola can be used to
get people to go to the park. But there is an Oakland plan.


>>>Will Enes Kanter’s
Absence Spoil The NBA’s London Party?

January 16, 2019

The National Basketball
Association is going to London, England and bringing with it a
game, the New York Knicks and the Washington Wizards players are
supposed to entertain a crowd in a festive atmosphere in the
league’s only London appearance this year. But real world politics
has gotten in the way of the fun. The New York Knicks Enes Kanter
is not going to London because he fears Turkish spies may want him
and there is nothing that NBA security can do to protect him.
Kanter is a critic of Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and is
afraid that he would be killed if he travelled to England. Kanter
claimed he received death threats in 2016 by publically
supporting Erdogan’s political rival.  Kanter was
detained in Romania in May 2017 and had his Turkish passport taken
away from him. In 2018, Kanter’s father, a college
professor, was indicted by Turkish authorities for being a
member of a terrorist organization.

The NBA, along with the National Football
League and Major League Baseball is testing London as a market. It
is all fun and games for the leagues. They send teams to perform
before people willing to spend big money on what really is
inconsequential entertainment. Neither the NBA nor Major League
Baseball will put a team in London but the NFL has stated its
intention of being a permanent presence in the city and having a
team in London eventually. Whether Kanter’s situation impacts the
NBA, NFL or Major League Baseball is unknown but more than likely
for league purposes, it is an isolated situation. But the Kanter
situation should remind the league’s commissioners, owners and
players that sports is just a brief escape from reality and that
the world goes on. Officially, at least in sports parlance, Kanter
is missing the London game because of visa issues. A nice way of
describing the problem.


>>>
If You Can’t Compete With Home TV Build A Big One
In Your Workplace

January 17, 2019

Have you heard the news? San Francisco
Giants team officials have decided to install a new scoreboard in
the team’s stadium because Giants personnel think the scoreboard
that comes complete with a large television will attract customers
to the ballpark. Giants’ management is of the belief that the
stadium experience cannot compete with the in home experience and a
big screen TV in a living room or a bedroom.  The Giants CEO
Larry Baer thinks it will be the best scoreboard in baseball
although it will only be the third largest TV/information center in
Major League Baseball. Cleveland and Seattle have bigger units. But
if it is any consolation to Baer and his Giants business, the
structure will be the largest scoreboard in California. Sports has
changed.  At one time, when the San Francisco Giants
organization was headquartered in New York, there was a serious
discussion among New York and possibly baseball fans across the
country about the best centerfielder in the game. Was it the
Giants’ Willie Mays, or the New York Yankees’ Mickey Mantle or the
Brooklyn Dodgers’ Duke Snider? In New York, Giants and Dodgers fans
fought over baseball matters.

People, at one time, went to baseball games
to watch baseball and were not interested in dining experiences or
the fan experience. The fan experience seems to be a euphemism for
getting a customer to spend money for valet parking, dining and
merchandise while loud music blares and commercials shown on the
in-venue TV screen. The Giants organization wants people in the
building even though TV thanks to federal legislation is able to
give the business millions upon millions of dollars annually. Here
is a suggestion for the Giants ownership in its battle with home
TV. Go back to 1958 and 1959 and show no games on local TV and give
up the TV money.


>>>FIFA Head Expanded 2022
Qatar World Cup Could Ease Persian Gulf Tensions

January 18, 2019

The president of global
soccer’s governing body, FIFA, Gianni Infantino is once again
trying to explain or maybe convince people that international
events such as the World Cup can bring governments together and
promote peace and understanding. This time Infantino is trying to
pitch the 2022 Qatar World Cup as a possible first step to solve
problems in the Persian Gulf region. Qatar and its neighbors are
not getting along and Infantino thinks the 2022 World Cup should
increase the number of nations participating in the event to 48, up
from 32 and that the 2022 World Cup’s additional matches should be
played in the neighboring Middle East countries that have
grievances with Qatar. The 2026 World Cup in North America will
have 48 nations competing. Infantino said, “If we can convince neighboring countries to host a few games
it could be beneficial for the region and for the world. I know
there are tensions and it is up to the leaders to deal with them.
But maybe it is easier to talk about a joint football project than
some other things.” Since
2017, Bahrain, Egypt, Saudi Arabia,
Yemen and the United Arab Emirates have been in a dispute with Qatar over what those
countries say is Qatar’s support of terrorism “aimed at destabilizing the region.” Bahrain officials went so fat to say Qatar is promoting
terrorism in its country.  

 

Infantino seems to have
overlooked an important aspect of the 2022 Qatar World
Cup. The 2022 World Cup facilities are
being built by what is best described as slave labor.  The
planned Qatar tourney also drew the attention of the United States
justice department, with 14 people arrested and charged with
bribery, money laundering and fraud in the bidding for the 2018
Russia and 2022 Qatar World Cups. FIFA has more on its plate
than being a peacemaker.


>>>The Politics Of Legalized
Sports Gambling: Next Stop May Be The Senate

January 19, 2019

The battle for control over sports gambling
in terms of who is in charge may end up playing out in the halls of
the capitol building in Washington, D.C. The Senate may want to
write federal rules and sports leagues lobbyists may be pushing
Senators, as the lobbyists always do, to include a provision that
sports leagues get a slice of the betting action. The sports
leagues, which fought New Jersey in the battle to legalize sports
gambling in the state even though New Jersey residents said yes in
a November 2011 vote to allowing sports gambling, now want an
integrity fee. All of the states that have sports gambling and
sports books and that includes Nevada, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, West Virginia, Mississippi, New Mexico, Rhode Island,
have said no to the leagues. If Washington, D. C. goes ahead with
its plan to allow sports books in the District, it will not share
money with the leagues. The states have an ally in former New
Jersey Governor Chris Christie who is telling them to just to say
no to the sports leagues’ demands.

While Christie was the New
Jersey governor, the NFL led the court fight against legalized
sports betting. Last spring, the Supreme Court of the United States
ruled in New Jersey’s favor and opened the sports betting
floodgates. Christie is now telling
states, “We’re going to reward the people who fought us for seven
years with fees that are going to diminish your margins. They don’t
need it, and given their conduct over the last seven years, they
don’t deserve it. We do not need a federal solution to this
problem. States have been regulating gambling for decades without
incident.” A number of state legislatures are reviewing sports
betting proposals and should understand that when gambling money suits a league, it is a good
thing.


>>>What Becomes Of An
Abandoned Spring Training Facility?

January 20, 2019

The 2019 Major League Baseball spring
training season is rapidly approaching. Teams will set up shop in
modern facilities that will include major revenue generating
opportunities as spring training has become a big money making
opportunity for teams thanks in part to generous local communities
who put upon millions upon millions of dollars thinking tourists
will flock down to cities in Florida and the Phoenix, Arizona
metropolitan area to watch the boys of summer get ready for the
season in late winter. The working theory is baseball fans are
tiring of cold and snowy weather and want to watch practice games
in the Florida and Arizona sun. But what becomes of a state of the
art facility that outlives its usefulness? That is a question that
is facing Florida’s Lee County and Fort Meyers.  What to do
with the City of Palms Park, a spring training facility that was
built at a cost of $51.5 million for the Boston Red Sox
organization that opened in 1993 and was abandoned by Red Sox
ownership after the 2011 spring training season.

When Fort Myers decided to invest in the
spring training complex, politicians envisioned the stadium as part
of a major development project. That never happened and by 2003,
Fort Myers could not afford the payments to maintain the complex
and turned to Lee County to bail it out. Since 2012, the complex
has been used by Florida Southwestern State College baseball team
but the college pays just $30,000 a year to rent the facility.
Amateur teams pay $2,000 a year to use the facility. Lee County has
to pay $500,000 a year to maintain the place. There is also a debt
service of $1.2 million annually that will continue through 2022.
Cities spend on spring training facilities even though it’s a loss
leader.


>>>Sports During King’s Civil
Rights’ Movement Days Were Different

January 21, 2019

It has been more than 50 years since the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was gunned down in Memphis,
Tennessee.  King became involved in the civil rights movement
in the mid-1950s. At that time, not every Major League Baseball
team had Negro players, there was an unofficial quota of four Negro
players on each National Football League team. No Negro could be a
quarterback, a center or a middle linebacker because it was
thought, Negroes lacked intelligence. George Preston Marshall did
not hire Negro players for his Washington NFL team. Marshall would
be the last holdout in the hiring Negro players. Marshall gave in
because of a threat by the Kennedy Administration to bar Marshall
from moving his football team into a federally funded DC Stadium in
1962 because of equal opportunity work requirements. When King got
involved with the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycotts, Negro players
could not enroll at a good number of colleges in the south. In
1947, the Cotton Bowl in Dallas wanted Penn State to play SMU in
the January 1, 1948 game but did not want Wally Triplett to play.
Penn State players said we are Penn State. Triplett played. The NFL
ended an informal color ban in 1946 as Los Angeles Coliseum
officials told Cleveland Rams owner Daniel Reeves he could move his
team and sign a stadium lease if he hired Negro players.

The Harlem Globetrotters basketball team was
bigger than the National Basketball Association but in the 1950s
while the team could entertain on the court in southern cities, the
players could not stay at certain hotels or eat at certain
restaurants because of Jim Crow laws. American Football League
players boycotted the league’s planned 1965 New Orleans All Star
game because of Jim Crow. Conditions for Negro athletes did change
by the end of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s. life in 1968 but work
remained.


>>>Sportswriters Should Never
Be Allowed To Vote On Sports Awards

January 22, 2019

It is Baseball Hall of Fame
election results day and for those who care about journalism, it is
a bleak day. The fact that baseball writers in 2019 are voting on what can
be considered an honor and possible income enhancer for subjects
they cover is a conflict of interest and is a black eye to the
journalism professional. It never should have happened in the first
place but back in the 1930s, the people behind the establishment of
the Hall of Fame and baseball museum concept decided that baseball
writers, since they in theory, saw every player at some point would
be the best judges of who was the cream of the crop. It also served
another purpose which sports organizers knew from the first day
newspapers began covering sports events. They would get free
publicity and it would continue as long as they allowed newspaper
employees who covered baseball to vote. There were a few nuances in
the voting, the voters would have to be members of the Baseball
Writers Association of America and had 10 years on the beat. The
Hall of Fame directors didn't want radio announcers to judge
because those announcers worked for a team or an advertiser and
might vote for their team’s player. The Hall of Fame lives as if it
is the 1930s when newspapers were king.

 

Newspapers allowed their employees to vote
despite the conflict of journalistic ethics. There are a handful of
newspapers that don't allow employees to vote on sports and
entertainment awards. The Hall of Fame likes its rules, the
baseball writers give them free publicity particularly in the
winter months and that helps the museum's annual attendance. The
museum never cared about journalistic integrity but then again
Cooperstown is merely a museum that needs publicity to sustain its
purpose.

 


>>>
Jim Crow, Boycotts, DC Deals Part Of Super Bowl
History

January 23, 2019

The Super Bowl is an American celebration, a
slice of Americana, where a football game becomes the focal point
of parties. None of this existed before 1967 and it took an act of
Congress to create the Super Bowl. The event's roots can be traced
back to a game that was never played, the January 1965 American
Football League All Star Game in New Orleans. African-American
players boycotted that game and it set off a series of events that
concluded in the first championship game between the AFL and the
NFL two years later.

 

Despite the passage of the Civil Rights Act
in 1964, African American players who were selected to play in New
Orleans encountered problems. The players were denied cab rides
into New Orleans and were called names. Cookie Gilchrest led the
boycott and the game was moved to Houston. New Orleans never got an
AFL team but when the two leagues merged in 1966, New Orleans
became a political football. The merger needed Congressional
approval first and there were two roadblocks, Louisiana Senator
Russell Long and Louisiana Congressman Hale Boggs, two powerful
players in both chambers. NFL Commissioner Pete Rozelle lobbied
both and both said they didn't see how a merger would benefit New
Orleans. Eventually Rozelle got a deal together, a 1967 NFL
expansion team for New Orleans in exchange for Long and Boggs's
support. It worked and there were some political maneuverings that
kept the 15 NFL teams and nine AFL teams in their cities. The
legislation passed and was sent to President Lyndon Johnson who
signed the measure on the back of an anti-inflation bill in October
1966. The first game did not sell out in Los Angeles. The Super
Bowl took a few years to become a national holiday but was a
product of Jim Crow and an Act of Congress.


>>>No Jacksonville Super
Bowl Without A Better Stadium

January 24, 2019

The Super Bowl is days away and while there
are just two teams preparing for the game, the business of National
Football League teams never ends. Apparently Shad Khan, the owner
of the Jacksonville Jaguars thinks his stadium will never host
another Super Bowl until the building is upgraded to whatever state
of the art standards that the NFL deems state of the art. The
team’s president Mark Lamping is already putting out the word that
the 24 year old building is getting old and “there’s going to have
to be a stadium solution.” The stadium has already been renovated
but in this day and age, a stadium could be outdated within the
first decade of use. Lamping is not ready to tell the world that
Khan will move without a new place. But Khan’s Jaguars play an
annual game in London and Khan did attempt to buy Wembley Stadium,
a place that has hosted a number of NFL games. Khan’s bid was
rejected.

What is wrong with the Jacksonville stadium?
The stadium’s suites and press box are not up to 2019 standards.
The city does not have enough hotel rooms for the Super Bowl. A new
stadium is always appreciated and the NFL rewards taxpayers who put
up money to help build an owner a new home office. There were
rumors that Khan was trying to figure out a way to move half of his
Jacksonville home schedule to London had he been able to buy
Wembley. Khan has a lease having his football team play in
Jacksonville’s municipal stadium through 2030. Khan seems to have
something of a commitment to Jacksonville. Khan would like to build
an entertainment zone next to the football stadium and build a
convention center and hotel in Jacksonville. But Khan is
saddled with a problem, an old stadium. A stadium that is 24 years
old.


>>>It’s Party Time For The
National Hockey League

January 25, 2019

The National Hockey League is throwing a
midseason party. It is called the All Star Game but it little more
than a major corporate party with a skills competition and a beer
league game thrown in. But it is a good time for a league wide
checkup and assessment. The NHL appears to be in relatively good
shape. Seattle is getting a team and 30 owners will split $650
million equally which is a $21.6 million windfall for doing nothing
but adding one team to the league. Las Vegas owners are not getting
a slice of the expansion fee. NHL owners have pocketed $38 million
each by allowing Las Vegas and Seattle into the lodge. The New York
Islanders arena plans seem to be progressing. The state of New
York’s Empire State Development agency held four public hearings
near the proposed site which is within the Belmont racetrack
grounds in Elmont on the Queens-Nassau border and is taking
comments about the project until February 11. New York Governor
Andrew Cuomo has thrown his support behind the project and Cuomo
has been successful in getting huge state projects done. Islanders’
owners anticipate putting a shovel in the ground this spring.

The league has a pair of trouble spots.
Calgary owners want a new building and have been rebuffed by city
elected officials. Flames ownership and city officials are back at
the negotiating table trying to work out their differences. In
Ottawa, more specifically Kanata, Senators owner Eugene Melnyk
hasn’t decided what he wants to do with his hockey business but it
appears he wants a new home office complete with all the money
generating gadgets other owners have. Glendale and the Arizona
owners have agreed to extend their arena lease for a year. The
league and its players have a collective bargaining agreement to
negotiate but it’s party time.


>>>Did California Politicians
Err In Putting Up A Half Billion Dollars For the 2028 LA
Olympics?

January 26, 2019

Sometimes you wonder why politicians ever
even think of spending public money on the Olympics. There are so
many Olympics sized problems such as a court in France indicting
the president of the Japan Olympic Committee on corruption charges
in conjunction with Tokyo getting the 2020 Summer Games. There were
arrests made in conjunction with the 2016 Rio Olympics for
corruption. The United States Olympic Committee and USA Gymnastics
looking the other way or just plain ignoring whispers of the
gymnastics team doctor Larry Nassar sexually assaulting
athletes. 

Now another problem. The
International Olympic Committee has accepted bids from Sweden and
Italy for the 2026 Winter Olympics, after many bidders dropped out,
without a guarantee of public funds behind the bids. Los Angeles
and California politicians have pledged a half a billion dollars to
help out the backers of the 2028 Los Angeles Summer Olympics. The
IOC is bending its funding rule for Sweden and Italy in those
countries bid for the 2026 Winter Games because the IOC is having
great difficulty finding cities and countries that want to put up
money for an event that saddles generations of people with public
debt. In Salt Lake City, proponents of a 2030 bid for the Winter
Olympics should take note, the IOC’s want for government backing
for the Olympics is not a requirement for the 2026 bidding.
The IOC’s action accepting the Swedish and
Italian bids gives Utah lawmakers leverage in bidding for the 2030
event. Utah politicians are considering
legislation that could shield Salt Lake City from financial debt if
the local Olympic bid committee lands the 2030 Winter
Olympics.  Salt Lake City has a past
that fits in with Olympics history of corruption. In the early
1990s, members of the Salt Lake City
committee gave IOC delegates gifts in exchange for votes in the
awarding of the 2002 Winter Games.


>>>The Pro Bowl: The Game
That Allegedly No One Cares About

January 27, 2019

It’s Pro Bowl Sunday, featuring the game that
seemingly nobody cares about, yet the Pro Bowl manages to get good
2019 TV ratings and cities want the show. Orlando went after the
game that had been anchored in Hawaii for years by promising the
National Football League money, which got the NFL’s attention. The
NFL has always preferred cash on the barrelhead as part of any
agreement. Orlando area officials got the word from Florida Citrus
Sports that it would be worth getting the 2017, 2018 and 2019
events because the game would bring in about $25 million in
economic impact annually in each of the three years Orlando hosted
the Pro Bowl. But more importantly, the games were worth $271
million in publicity. Orlando is one the top American tourist
destinations because of the theme parks in the area. Football is
not bringing international tourists to Orlando.

For all the economic impact that football
games bring to Orlando, Florida Citrus Sports wanted volunteers to
help keep down the cost of hosting the two recent college bowl
games. Florida Citrus Sports needed 90 volunteers to help with
tickets and hospitality and told the volunteers that the bowls were
massive and nationally known so it was a real cool opportunity to
be part of. Florida Citrus Sports gave the volunteers some bowl
game apparel promised the networking opportunities along with
community service hours. Volunteers are also needed for the Pro
Bowl. Sports organizations seem to want a lot of money for the
product but don’t necessarily want to pay people who help make the
event work. The NFL has not decided what to do with the game after
2019. The league may return to Orlando or might take it to Mexico
or Germany eventually. It will come down to what area wants to give
the NFL the most money.


>>>The Political Clout Of The
Super Bowl In Arizona and For TV And Radio

January 28, 2019

The Super Bowl is a political force. The
2004 game’s halftime show with Janet Jackson’s costume malfunction
changed TV indecency laws. Without the Super Bowl, it might
have taken a lot longer for Arizona to recognize the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. In 1990 the NFL awarded Super Bowl 27
to Tempe knowing Arizona was not on board with the celebration. NFL
owners got assurances that would change. The story of Arizona
and the King Holiday started in 1986 when President Ronald Reagan
signed the King celebration into law. Arizona joined in. But in
1987 new Governor Evan Meacham cancelled the holiday.

 

In 1989, the Arizona state legislature
passed legislation to create the holiday but opponents managed
to get enough signatures to get voters in the state to decide on
whether to honor King in a November 1990 referendum. Arizona voters
overturned the legislature's decision and the NFL moved Super Bowl
27 to Pasadena, California. NFL owners along with the National
Football League Players Association stepped up the pressure and
told Arizona politicians that the league would never consider
playing a Super Bowl in the Phoenix area unless the state
recognized the holiday. The January 1996 Super Bowl became
available, and the NFL was interested in going to Tempe if Arizona
said yes to establishing King Day as a state holiday. In 1992,
Arizona voters passed a referendum honoring the slain civil rights
leader. In 1993, NFL gave Super Bowl 30 to Tempe. Arizona
was on board with the holiday. The Phoenix metropolitan area
is now in the Super Bowl rotation. The NFL is powerful enough when
the situation is right for the owners to impact society. More
attention should be paid to the significance of the Super Bowl as a
political powerhouse because the Big Game is more than just a
quasi-national holiday.

 


 


>>>The Super Bowl Seems To Be
A Loss Leader For A Host City


January 29, 2019

Two years ago, Channel 13 news in Houston
raised a question about the 2017 Super Bowl in the city. How much
public funding was going into the week-long NFL party? The answer
according to Channel 13 news? About $26 million from Harris County
and Texas taxpayers. There is a familiar theme to the Super Bowl.
The host city doesn't see much of a return on the investment. Four
years ago, the mayor of Glendale, Arizona Jerry
Weiers said Glendale would lose money on the event. Mayor
Weiers told an interviewer from ESPN The Magazine that I totally
believe we will lose money on this. Weiers claimed Glendale lost $1
million on the 2008 game although Arizona Cardinals owner Michael
Bidwill countered that the city got $13 million of free
advertising. The problem with the claim. There was no $13 million
check that was sent to the Arizona city. Glendale’s numbers backed
up Weiers who was not the city's mayor in 2008. Glendale spent a
bit more than $3 million in city services on the game and got back
just slightly more than a million dollars in taxes from various
spending at places including hotels, motels, restaurants and car
rental agencies. 

 

Some Super Bowl goers do spend money at
hotels and motels and car rental agencies but if those places are
not locally owned, Super Bowl rate hikes at those places don't stay
in the host city rather the money goes back to a home office
elsewhere. Same with restaurants. Sure, some people, taxi drivers,
people who clean hotel/motel rooms, parking lot attendants, waiters
and waitresses might get more tip money but a good chunk of Super
Bowl spending doesn't go to non-hospitality businesses. The NFL
doesn't care about what a host city spends on the Big Game as long
as the NFL makes money which is always the case.

 


>>>The Los Angeles Angels Of
Anaheim Will Stay In Anaheim Through 2020

 


January 30, 2019

 


Major League Baseball’s Los Angeles Angels of
Anaheim owner Arte Moreno has some maneuverability in his stadium
negotiations with Anaheim or some other city in that he has a
baseball home for two years. The Anaheim city council decided to
extend Moreno’s lease by a year and Moreno will stay at his Anaheim
home base through 2020. More than likely Moreno needs a home
through 2022 if he decides to get out of the Anaheim stadium
because there is no other option if he decides to leave Orange
County and California for some other local. No stadium will be
available until 2023 if stadium timelines for building are proof of
past history. It is rather hard to believe Moreno would leave the
area, people flock out to the park to see his product and he gets
$150 million a year from local cable TV. He is not going to
replicate that TV deal in Montreal, Portland, Nashville, Charlotte
or San Antonio. He seems to have local corporate support.

Former Anaheim Mayor Tom
Tait was an obstacle in the Angels
ownership’s desire to upgrade the city stadium which is 53 years
old and has undergone major renovations over the decades. The
Angels’ management and Tait broke off renovation talks in 2013.
Moreno looked at Tustin, which is about eight miles from Anaheim,
as a possible landing spot for his team. But Tustin elected
officials said no to funding a 37,000-seat stadium and Moreno
returned to Anaheim hoping to strike a deal. In the past Moreno has
looked at sites in Los Angeles, Carson and Irvine. Moreno’s
business has a streak of 16 years of drawing three million or more
customers. Major League Baseball and its 30 franchises are
businesses first and foremost, fan loyalty means nothing, it’s the
owner’s team.


>>>How Charles K. McNeil
Helped Make Football More Popular

January 31, 2019

Let’s not pretend betting
on football is a relatively new exercise. Legalized sports betting
in a number of states is new but sports betting has been around
more than likely since the Gladiators days at the Coliseum in Rome,
Italy. The National Football League and college football probably
gained an awful lot of popularity because of a man who never played
the game. Both the Pro Football Hall of Fame
and the College Football Hall of Fame
should consider putting Charles K. McNeil, a compulsive gambler,
into their shrines as a builder. In the 1930s, Charles K. McNeil
may have invented the point spread which made the outcome of
football games more interesting than just a final score for
bettors. It is not known if McNeil came up with the idea or
borrowed it but McNeil refined it and opened up a new, albeit
illegal, industry. People bet on scores not which team
won.

McNeil was a smart guy. He had a master’s
degree from the University of Chicago and he was friends with
legendary college football coach Amos Alonzo Stagg but he never
told Stagg about his betting business. McNeil was a numbers guy and
taught a future President of the United States, John F. Kennedy at
a private school, Riverdale School, in the Bronx, New York. He had
his own booking making operation in Chicago during the 1940s. He
shut down his operation in the 1950s because he didn’t want any
partners in the endeavor. There will be an awful lot of talk about
the point spread, the Super Bowl’s most famous point spread was 17
½, in Super Bowl III on January 12, 1969 the Baltimore Colts NFL
team was a 17 ½ point favorite to beat Joe Namath and the New York
Jets AFL team. There are all sorts of bets that are placed on games
now. McNeil changed betting.


February 2019: Super Bowl Sunday fades
quickly into history and in the United States Baseball enters the
stage. Owners continue to look for better spring training
opportunities while some political allies try to suppress minor
league players’ salaries. A new football league starts. Sports
gambling remains an issue.


>>>How Do You Land A Super
Bowl? Start With Giving The NFL Cash

February 1, 2019

Suppose you are a politician and you have a
National Football League franchise within your district, city, or
state and you decide that you want to bring a Super Bowl to town.
How do you go about the task? No problem, if NFL management feels
that you have the goods to host a game, they will come to you with
a list of demands and you either say yes or no. National Football
League management no longer has a competition among cities and
states and potential host Super Bowl commitments and selects a
city. There probably are a number of reasons for that. Losing bid
backers might be upset. But the NFL and city officials probably
want as much secrecy as possible in doing a deal. In 2014, someone
leaked the NFL’s 153 page book of its demands of Minneapolis and
Minnesota for the 2018 Super Bowl. The NFL wanted all stadium
revenue. All the ATM machines in the mostly taxpayers funded
Vikings stadium would accept just the NFL marketing partner’s
credit and debit card. The NFL wanted local police, paid by the
municipality, to track down counterfeit items and provide security.
The NFL wanted 35,000 parking spots for free within a mile of the
stadium for fans and employees. If there was a major snow storm,
the NFL demanded first preference in snow removal.

The NFL wanted access to three local golf
courses and send people to the clubs to play golf for nothing in
the months prior to the Big Game. After all, it was unlikely you
could play golf in the Twin Cities area in February.  Also,
the use of bowling alleys for a celebrity event and usage of 20
billboards near the stadium, practice fields and host hotels
welcoming the NFL to town. For Minnesota, it is all about pleasing
the NFL and picking up the NFL’s costly Super Bowl bill.


>>>It’s The Super Bowl Of
Betting Weekend

February 2, 2019

For the politicians in states that have
legalized sports gambling, this is the weekend that the sports
gambling proponents have been anticipating for months. The Super
Bowl and the last chance for bettors to put up big money in an
effort to win big or recoup their 2018-19 gambling losses. For
years, New Jersey politicians have wanted a slice of the gambling
pie. Last year’s Philadelphia-New England Super Bowl matchup
resulted in Nevada breaking the state record for betting handle.
More than $158 million was bet at Nevada’s 198 sportsbooks on one
game. In 2017, Nevada’s sportsbooks took in $138.5 million in bets.
In 2016, Nevada’s sportsbooks saw $132.5 million in action. 
The amount of money bet in Nevada on the Super Bowl has escalated.
In 2013, just $98 million 900 thousand was wagered on the Baltimore
Ravens, San Francisco 49ers Super Bowl.

Other states noticed the money but it was New
Jersey that battled the National Football League after New Jersey
voters said yes to sports betting in 2011. Lower courts kept
blocking New Jersey from implementing sports betting but the
Supreme Court of the United States backed New Jersey and overturned
lower courts and gave New Jersey the go ahead to start sports
betting. Nevada has had legalized sports gambling since 1949.
In 2018, New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
Mississippi, West Virginia and New Mexico allowed sportsbooks to
open in state casinos. Washington, DC has no casinos but sports
betting may start in the District in 2019. This year’s Super Bowl
betting haul will be closely scrutinized by various state
legislatures that are presently debating the issue. It is
conceivable that by the time the 2020 Super Bowl is played more
states will offer sports betting.


>>>Is The Big Game Secondary
During The Entire Super Bowl Event?

February 3, 2019

Big Game time. The Los Angeles Rams versus
New England. But does the game matter to people? Sure the two teams
from the owner’s box down to the equipment people care. The local
radio announcers care. Local fans care. Maybe some of the Boston
and LA sports writers will care. But the Super Bowl is an
event.  It is the opening day of the new advertising campaigns
for certain companies who have paid CBS millions of dollars for
advertising time. It could be a significant day in the careers of
the various performers from the National Anthem to the Half Time
Show. Pizza places generally have their best financial day of the
year. It’s a good day for beer companies as it is one of the
biggest beer consumption days of the year. CBS will get the year’s
highest rated TV show and a leg up on the TV industry’s all
important February sweeps month. Local station’s advertising rates
are based on how many viewers watched that station’s programming
during the sweeps. CBS affiliates will get a huge bump in the
February 2019 race. There will be claims that Atlanta will get
hundreds of millions of dollars of economic impact.

The United States
Government considers the Super Bowl a SEAR 1 event. There are 40
agencies involved in making sure the event is secure. There is no
word on how much it costs taxpayers to provide
security. The FBI, the Secret
Service, FEMA, the George Bureau of Investigation, the Georgia
State Patrol, the Georgia World Congress Center Authority Police,
the Georgia Emergency Management Agency, the Fulton County
Sheriff's Office, the Atlanta Fire Rescue and the Grady EMS are
part of the security team. Atlanta officers have been working
12 hour shifts since January 26 and that will continue until
February 5. The game seems secondary.


>>>The AAF Starts Its Run As
A Winter-Spring Football League On Saturday

February 4, 2019

Are you ready for some football? The Alliance
of American Football is preparing for week one with two games
slated for Saturday and two on Sunday.  There will be eight
teams in the league in smaller markets. Arizona will be playing in
Tempe, Atlanta’s home games will be at the stadium that John
Malone’s Major League Braves abandoned a couple years ago.
Birmingham and Memphis have teams. Birmingham and Memphis were
pursuing NFL teams for years and never landed a franchise. Orlando,
Salt Lake City, San Antonio along with San Diego are the other
teams. The league has many NFL ties. It was founded by Bill Polian,
a long time National Football League executive, and Charles
Ebersol, who is the son of former NBC Sports President Dick
Ebersol. Polian has brought in a number of former NFL players and
coaches to run the eight teams. The league will operate as a single
owner for the eight teams.  Venture capitalist Peter Thiel is
putting up money for the league. Thiel was a co-founder of PayPal
and was involved with Facebook. The league has a TV deal with CBS
Sports Network.

The AAF has a leg up on Vince McMahon’s XFL.
The two leagues figure to be battling for NFL practice squad
players along with undrafted college players. But Polian is playing
by NFL rules, perhaps with an eye on becoming an NFL development
league, and is not going to go after gifted college players who
have been out of high school for less than three years. McMahon’s
XFL may go after gifted players who have been out of high school
for less than three years. The NFL and the NFL players association
collective agreed to the rule and players who challenged the rule
lost in court.  A number of former NFL players plan to start
another league, the Freedom Football League. The financial fittest
will survive.


>>>London, Paris, Berlin? NBA
May Put Future One Night Only Games In Those Towns

February 5, 2019

The National Basketball Association is trying
to figure out its international stops for the 2019-2020 season.
London has been part of an international rotation that has included
Mexico City during the regular season as a one night stand. But
London could be replaced by Paris. The NBA might also consider a
stop in Berlin but the league is not going to put any games
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