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Welcome to the SOUND MINISTRY AND REFORMATION TRAINING, also known as the SMART LEADERS spiritual and leadership resource center. This is a kingdom platform where we empower 21st century believers and leaders for them to finish the race in this last generation. 

There is an urgency in the Spirit and therefore, there’s a need for the church to build accurately and excellently. Our building of the work must be both Biblical and spiritual. This means that the builder must know both the scriptures and the realm of the spirit. 

I have notice in the body of Christ that those who know the scriptures usually do not know the spirit realm and those who do know the spirit realm usually lack proper Biblical training. Our knowledge of scripture deals with our eternal questions, but our knowledge of the realm of the spirit and how it works deals with our current situations.

Problems are not all Biblical. This means, you cannot always pull out a Bible verse to address a demonic problem, unfortunately. Sometimes you need a spiritual diagnosis of that situation in order to see results. We shouldn’t neglect the teaching of scripture or sound doctrine, and we also shouldn’t ignore the prophetic keys that the Holy Spirit reveals for our benefit.

In this study manual I have outlined five Biblical concepts for building the church and ministry within the New Testament. This concepts are both Biblical and practical. They will give the leader a practical map to guide him into a fruitful end.  

I have divided this lesson into two parts. Part one will deal with only five concepts and part two will come in the near future which will deal with another five. I did this so that the book does not become too lengthy. 

THE POWER OF BUILDING

This manual is strictly for builders, especially local church planters and pastors. It deals with both the leader and the ministry he is leading.

The enemy is afraid of builders. You can be a blessing to many people by just being a helper without being a builder. Helpers are not builders. As a helper you are not a threat to the kingdom of darkness. You begin to be a threat the moment you become a builder.

I remember when I used to move around a lot, staying in different places “helping” other men of God. I was such a blessing to them. I played keyboards for some, sang for others, preached for others, helped others to start churches, and trained their choirs. I was a blessing, but I wasn’t a threat.

My finances were flowing and everything was good. I remember even when I would pastor a church I would go broke until I go out to preach, funds would come. I have eaten a lot of mobile ministry money when I used to be featured in tent revival meetings and conferences. Ministry was good, but whenever I would become stationary I would suffer.

I then surmised that being domestic was not my calling. I needed to move around to enjoy my calling. However, I wondered, if God had not called me to plant a church then why was the vision He gave me about churches I was supposed to overseer? Something was not adding up.

I only learned later in my life that the enemy fights you when you add structure to your life and ministry. It wasn’t that I wasn’t called to plant churches because clearly I am, but it was that whenever I decided to do it the enemy arose and fought me. He knew that I am more dangerous when I focus on one locality than when I move around blessing and helping everyone.

Satan’s greatest fear was that if I built a church I would then raise sons and daughters and cause more chaos to his kingdom than if I just go around randomly preaching without purpose.

There are many builders who opted for becoming helpers just because building was hard. Building a ministry will make you to doubt yourself. It will make you to wonder if you are called or if you are even gifted. I have cried many a tear due to the hardships of becoming a church planter and pastor.

It is even worse when you have an apostolic calling, because you do not just plant a church but you establish a vision. You are doing more than just being a shepherd of a congregation but you are called to start a movement. The burden of being an apostle is weightier than that of being a local pastor. Sometimes being a pastor, you lead a congregation, but the vision is not yours.

TO BUILD, ONE MUST HAVE A CLEAR MESSAGE

All preachers of the gospel must know the gospel message, which is, Christ was born of a virgin, lived, was crucified on the cross, rose on the third day, ascended to heaven, was witnessed by over 500 Jews, and is coming back on earth to judge the nations.

The gospel message is the central focus of every fivefold ministry preacher. However, an apostle carries a specific assignment or message. Apostles are unique preachers of the gospel in that they are called to address something specific. E.g., when you look at the apostles of the Lamb; James, the brother of the Lord preached more of a morality message; Peter preached the resurrection and proved it through signs and wonders; Paul preached grace and how we are no longer under the Law.

James’ ministry was good for Jerusalem at the temple. Even though he was the younger brother of Jesus and was a Christian, he was loved by the Jewish crowd to a point that when Ananus the high priest had him stoned there was a revolt from the citizens. 

Peter on the other hand was responsible for spreading the Christian message of the resurrection of Jesus. His job was not to establish Christian dogma or creed
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