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I am honored to write the Foreword for a book written on doctrinal issues that have a decisive impact on the Evangelical Church today.  This book was written by a pastor who had a most solid grasp on Scripture, and who then passed on to Glory in 1951.  “Harry” Ironside was a beloved Canadian-American Bible teacher and preacher who wrote numerous books and pastored the Moody Church in Chicago from 1929 to 1948.  It is estimated that he preached nearly 7,000 sermons to over 1.25 million listeners from 1916 to 1929, prior to accepting the call to pastor Moody Church, and he continued to be an itinerate preacher while also serving as a pastor.

I had been a student member of Moody Church while a student at Moody Bible Institute in the early 1970’s, and I’ve appreciated Pastor Ironside’s writings.  He often writes with passion (as you will notice in reading this book), and some people might fault him for his stern tone; however, consider the importance of “rightly dividing the Word of Truth” on such important topics as Christ’s atoning sacrifice, the gospel that the Apostles proclaimed, and the ordinances that Christ entrusted to His Church.  Yes, these are important issues and deserve our exacting attention.

I should also mention that I have edited this book in addition to editing Dr. Ironside’s book titled, Baptism: What Saith the Scripture?  My edits in both books were in matters of consistency and formatting for better readability and e-book preparation, as well as my inserting Scripture references and brief clarifications in brackets where those would be helpful to a reader.  I would note, however, that in the “Draft2Digital” conversion process of these books, some formatting (such as paragraph indentations and non-indentations) were not maintained, though this has no bearing on the excellent content by Dr. Ironside.

Dr. Ironside’s book Baptism: What Saith the Scripture? is on a subject related to my book titled, Is Water Baptism for Today?—which is more specifically written in regard to the mid-Acts and post-Acts dispensational positions.  There is also a sequel book, titled What Scriptural Evidence Is There for a Mid-Acts or Post-Acts Dispensation?  All of these books (including two by Dr. Ironside and two by myself) have been made available as complimentary e-books.  It is my prayer that each of these books will honor God and His Word in our lives. 

May God bless your reading and, ultimately, the understanding and application of His Word.

In His grace and for His glory,

Rev. Kenneth P. Lenz, Ph.D.

November 2023

www.KenLenz.com
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These papers were originally published in Serving and Waiting, a Philadelphia magazine, organ of The Philadelphia School of the Bible.  Many have testified to help received from their perusal and they are now reprinted in response to urgent requests of Christian workers in many places. 

— H. A. Ironside.
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Preface to the Third Edition

The fact that two large editions of this booklet have already been sold and that another is called for gives me a sense of real satisfaction, indicating, as I had believed, that there is great need for the setting forth of the truth it contains and that it is being used to deliver many from a specious, soul-withering system of teaching that has been spreading in many place where its true character was hitherto unrecognized.

Testimonies have come to me from all sides of help and enlightenment received, for which I am grateful to God.  On the other hand, my little book has brought me a full share of abuse and invective.  Personal attacks have been of such a character as to be beneath contempt.  I have refused to answer them.  “The king’s command was, ‘Answer him not.’ ”  But one attempt to discredit this testimony seems to call for some reply.

My attention has been called to a most dishonest effort to set my teaching for the past forty years in apparent opposition to what is herein set forth.  I disavow any such change of attitude.  The leaflet in question quotes from my books on “Colossians” and “Sailing with Paul,” in which I sought to show that the mystery of the one Body is never found in any other New Testament writer save Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, and nowhere in the Old Testament.  This I here re-affirm.  Paul was distinctively the one to whom this sacred secret was revealed.  In apparent contradiction to this, quotations are given from the present booklet to show that I now teach that the mystery of the blessing of Jew and Gentile on one common ground is set forth by others than Paul; as, for instance, John in the tenth chapter of his Gospel, when he gives us our Lord’s teaching as to the uniting of His Jewish sheep with “other sheep not of this fold”—Gentile believers—in one flock under one Shepherd.  The same mystery is opened up in Peter’s vision of the sheet let down from heaven.

Is there any contradiction here?  None whatever.  I affirm still that Paul alone speaks of the mystery of the Body, but the mystery of the blessing of Jew and Gentile on the common ground of free grace was revealed to others before it was made known to Paul.  To continue the circulation of the leaflet referred to will but manifest the dishonesty of the person, or persons, concerned.  It is an utter misrepresentation of my views.

I send forth this third edition praying that the Lord will use it to deliver many more from the unscriptural and positively harmful teachings of the ultra-dispensationalists who, under the guise of setting forth “high truth,” are deliberately attempting to rob Christians of the greater part of their Bible.  

April 1938 — H. A. Ironside.
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“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth.” (2 Tim. 2:15; KJV)

Paul’s exhortation to the younger preacher, Timothy, has come home to many with great power in recent years.  As a result, there has been a return to more ancient methods of Bible study, which had been largely neglected during the centuries of the Church’s drift from apostolic testimony.  Augustine’s words have had a re-affirmation: “Distinguish the ages, and the Scriptures are plain.”  And so there has been great emphasis put in many quarters, and rightly so, upon the study of what is commonly known as “dispensational” truth.  This line of teaching, if kept within Scriptural bounds, cannot but prove a great blessing to the humble student of the Word of God who desires to know His will or plan in His dealings with men from creation to the coming glory.  A careful examination of the volume of Revelation shows that God’s ways with men have differed in various ages.  This must be taken into account if one would properly apprehend His truth.

The word “dispensation” is found several times in the pages of our English Bible and is a translation of the Greek word “oikonomia.”  This word, strictly speaking, means “house order.”  It might be translated “administration,” “order,” or “stewardship.”  In each successive age, God gives to men of faith a certain stewardship, or makes known to them a certain order or administration, in accordance with which they are responsible to behave.  A dispensation then is a period of time in which God is dealing with men in some way in which He has not dealt with them before.  Only when a new revelation from God is given, does a dispensation change.  Moreover, there may be degrees of revelation in one dispensation; all, however, having to do with a fuller unfolding of the will of God for that particular age.  This was very definitely true in the dispensation of law, from Moses to Christ.  We have the various revelations: of Sinai, both the first and second giving of the law; then added instructions during the wilderness years; the covenant with David; and the revelations given to the prophets.  The circumstances in which God’s people were found changed frequently during this age of law, but the dispensation itself continued from Sinai until Jesus cried, “It is finished.”  It is important to have this in mind, otherwise the vast scope of an ever-unfolding dispensation may be lost sight of, and one might get the idea that every additional revelation of truth in a given age changes the dispensation, whereas it only enlarges it.

One may illustrate a dispensation in a very simple way, remembering that the word really means “house order,” and I might add, the Greek word has been Anglicized, and we know it as “economy.”  Let us suppose a young woman whom we will call Mary, is going out into service.  She obtains a position in a humble home belonging to a good family of the working class.  There are certain rules governing that home which she must learn to observe.  All perhaps is not plain to her at once, but as time goes on, she learns more and more fully the desires of her mistress.  We will say she is to rise at five every morning and begin to prepare the breakfast and put up the lunches for those who go out to work.  At six she is to ring the rising bell; at half-past six the family is supposed to be at the breakfast table; and at seven they leave for work.  Dinner of course is at a certain hour at night, and in the meantime she has her different duties to perform in keeping the house in order.  She learns quite thoroughly the domestic economy of this particular home and becomes a well-qualified household servant.  Now let us suppose that later on she finds that a cook and housekeeper is needed for the large mansion on the hill.  She applies for the position and is accepted.  Moving in, her mistress undertakes to instruct her in the economy of the new home, but Mary says, “You need not give me any instructions, Ma’am; I know exactly how a house should be run.  Just leave it to me and everything will be attended to properly.  I have had some years of experience in housekeeping and I would not have asked
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