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Epigraph


“Wherever law ends, tyranny begins.”

— John Locke, Second Treatise of Government (1689)
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Abbreviations

COG — Commonwealth Observer Group

DG ISI — Director General, Inter-Services Intelligence

IHC — Islamabad High Court

ISI — Inter-Services Intelligence

NCA — National Crime Agency (United Kingdom)

PML-N — Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz)

PPP — Pakistan People’s Party

PTI — Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

WGAD — United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention




Editorial and Legal Note

This manuscript is an evidence-led editorial analysis, not legal advice and not a judicial finding. It distinguishes established facts from contested allegations and from the author’s interpretation. Case status is accurate to the stated revision date to the best of the cited record; appeals and related proceedings may change the legal position after publication. The phrase “lawfare” is used analytically to describe a possible pattern of political incapacitation through legal process. It does not determine the merits of any individual charge.




Note on the 2026 Revision

This edition removes duplicated closing paragraphs, raw URL lists, bracketed source-number debris, and references that could not be authenticated as reliable academic or institutional sources. Generic journal and report titles in the supplied material were not retained where a credible source could not be verified.

Major factual corrections include the status of the cipher conviction (acquittal, June 2024), the iddat conviction (acquittal, July 2024), and the central role of the Al-Qadir Trust and Toshakhana-II cases in the current detention record. Earlier convictions and allegations are not described as continuing grounds for detention when they were suspended or set aside.

Several claims remain contested. The record documents U.S. displeasure reflected in the cipher controversy, but does not establish that the United States directed Khan’s removal. Pakistan’s military and civilian institutions have substantial historical influence over politics, but the public record does not prove a single pre-agreed command behind the 2022 vote. This book treats those propositions as allegations and analytical inferences, not settled facts.

The book retains its critical editorial thesis: the sequencing, density, and political effect of proceedings against Khan warrant scrutiny as possible lawfare. That thesis does not determine guilt or innocence in any live case. It is strengthened—not weakened—by stating the strongest counterarguments: Khan’s own use of personalized and polarizing politics, genuine public-accountability interests, coalition grievances, and the constitutional basis for the April 2022 vote.




Part I: The Rise, Removal, and Prosecution of Imran Khan




Introduction: Why Imran Khan’s Fall Matters

Imran Khan’s imprisonment is not only the misfortune of a former prime minister. It is a test of what democratic procedure means where elected authority coexists with powerful unelected institutions, fragile coalitions, and intense external economic pressure. Khan has been held in Adiala Jail since August 2023, though the legal grounds for detention have changed repeatedly as convictions have been suspended, overturned, replaced, or supplemented by new proceedings. That shifting legal landscape is itself part of the subject of this book.

On 10 April 2022, after the Supreme Court had invalidated the deputy speaker’s refusal to permit a no-confidence vote and the subsequent dissolution of the National Assembly, the Assembly removed Khan by 174 votes. It was Pakistan’s first successful removal of a prime minister through a no-confidence vote (Al Jazeera, 2022b; Supreme Court of Pakistan, 2022). The procedural facts are clear. The political meaning is disputed. Khan and his party describe the episode as externally encouraged regime change, with domestic institutions acting in concert. The United States, Pakistan’s military, and Khan’s opponents have denied that account. A serious account must preserve that distinction: the existence of diplomatic pressure is not proof of a coordinated plan to remove a government.

This book’s argument is therefore deliberately narrower—and, in some ways, more demanding—than an allegation of a single master conspiracy. Pakistan is best understood as a hybrid political order: elections matter, parties win and lose, courts issue consequential rulings, yet the military retains exceptional influence over security policy, intelligence appointments, elite bargaining, and the boundaries of political contestation. In such systems, outcomes can emerge from converging incentives rather than a written command. Civilian rivals may seek office, courts may decide real constitutional questions, officials may pursue genuine allegations of wrongdoing, and the result may still be an uneven field on which a particular competitor is systematically disabled.

The legal record requires equal care. In June 2024 the Islamabad High Court set aside Khan’s ten-year cipher conviction. In July 2024 a district court acquitted Khan and Bushra Bibi in the iddat case. Those outcomes mean that neither judgment can responsibly be described as a continuing basis for imprisonment. They do not resolve other proceedings. Khan and Bushra Bibi were convicted in the Al-Qadir Trust case in January 2025, and in December 2025 a special court convicted them in Toshakhana-II proceedings involving a Bvlgari jewelry set. Appeals and related challenges were still active as of the revision date (Arab News, 2025; Associated Press, 2024; Dawn, 2025a; Le Monde, 2024). This is not a legal history of innocence or guilt; it is an account of how law, timing, publicity, and political legitimacy interact.

The book retains an editorial thesis. It argues that the scale, sequencing, and political utility of the campaign against Khan should be examined as possible lawfare: the use of legal processes to constrain a political adversary, whether or not each individual allegation is frivolous. “Lawfare” is not a substitute for proof, nor a license to dismiss corruption claims. It is a question about pattern



What the Case Asks of the Reader







EPUB/media/Cover_eBook_1600x2560.png
AN EVIDENCE-LED ACCOUNT OF LAW AND POWER IN PAKISTAN

THE

POLITICS

OF

REMOVAL

Imran Khan, Law, Sovereignty,
and Pakistan’s Hybrid Order

ZAHIR HASAN

MPPA - LLM - EdD





