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    To all the kids who wish to be more than ordinary – you already are!
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IT WAS THE PERFECT day to be outside. Sunshine beamed down into the clearing, casting a warm glow over everything. Lily had spent the morning weaving a sun lounge for herself. She even decorated it with fragrant flowers woven into the soft fabric. 

It was beautiful and comfortable. Lily couldn’t wait to lie back, relax and soak up the sun.
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Lily fetched a cool drink of water then returned to her creation. She found her sister Ivy already lounging on it. Ivy’s eyes were closed and she had a contented smile on her face.

"Hey, that's mine," Lily protested.

Ivy simply waved her hand lazily in the air, using her magic to keep the sun bed suspended in mid-air.

"You can make another one. Pass me my wand," Ivy said impatiently, holding out her hand. 

Lily wanted to tell her to float down and fetch it herself, but didn’t dare. Ivy was best friends with the Fairy Princess. If Lily wanted any chance of being accepted into the magic circle when she turned thirteen, she needed to keep her sister happy. 

The polished willow wand lay on the grass by her feet. Lily picked it up. The cool, smooth wood was heavy in her hand. Squeezing it tight in her fist, Lily imagined warm energy flowing from her fingers into the wand. She pointed it at a dry leaf on the ground, willing it to move. Nothing.

Lily handed the wand to Ivy. A twinge of envy shot through her. She wished she had the same control over the elements that her sister did. To be able to shape the world around her with a flick of her wrist.

Ivy twirled the wand in her nimble fingers and pointed it to the sky. A shimmering energy surrounded Ivy. A dance of light and colour. A solitary cloud skidded across the blue expanse and disappeared. The bright sunlight shone down into the clearing again.
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Lily's shoulders slumped as a pang of jealousy shot through her. Her sister harnessed the air. Their mother had power over earth and their father could wield fire. Her best friend could control water. None of the elements followed Lily's command. A fairy without magic. 

She could fly, but that wasn’t anything special. Lily flapped her wings, just like a butterfly or a bird or a bat. She was ordinary.

She longed for the same kind of power over an element, but it seemed out of her reach.Lily thought about the stories her grandparents had told her of the other magical creatures that lived in the forest. The mermaids in the grotto had incredible powers. Lily had often daydreamed about visiting them and asking for an amulet to give her a special power. Power over water. Surely, the mermaids could do that? 

Maybe they would give her one as a birthday gift? Her thirteenth birthday was only a month away. There was only one way to find out. And even if they couldn’t, Lily could really do with a break from being bossed around by her sister.
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