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For my grandmother Helen Santanostaso Yaccarino

This is the story of my family.
Some parts have been condensed a bit, but it’s all true.
And all Italian.




THIS IS A BORZOI BOOK PUBLISHED BY ALFRED A. KNOPF   Copyright © 2011 by Dan Yaccarino
All rights reserved. Published in the United States by Alfred A. Knopf, an imprint of Random House Children’s Books, a division of Random House, Inc., New York.
Knopf, Borzoi Books, and the colophon are registered trademarks of Random House, Inc.
Visit us on the Web! randomhouse.com/kids   Educators and librarians, for a variety of teaching tools, visit us at randomhouse.com/teachers
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Yaccarino, Dan.
All the way to America : the story of a big Italian family and a little shovel / Dan Yaccarino. — 1st ed.
p.   cm.
ISBN 978-0-375-86642-5 (trade) — ISBN 978-0-375-96642-2 (lib. bdg.) 
ISBN 978-0-375-98723-6 (ebk.)
1. Yaccarino, Dan—Juvenile literature. 2. Authors, American—20th century—Biography—Juvenile literature. I. Title.
PS3575.A26Z46 2011 813'.54—dc22 [B] 2010017549
The illustrations in this book were created using gouache on Arches watercolor paper.







[image: ]




[image: ]

y great-grandfather Michele Iaccarino grew 
up on a farm in Sorrento, Italy. When he was a boy,
his father gave him a little shovel so he could help 
tend the zucchini, tomatoes, and strawberries that 
his family sold in the village. They worked very 
hard but were always very poor.
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And so when he was a young man, Michele left Italy and went
all the way to America in search of new opportunities.

“Work hard,” his father told him, handing him the little shovel.
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“But remember to enjoy life.”

“And never forget your family,” his mother said. She hugged him and gave 
him their few family photographs and her recipe for tomato sauce.
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It was a long journey.

And how different New York was from his 
tiny village in Italy!

Like many immigrants passing through 
Ellis Island at the turn of the last century,
he was given a new name. Michele Iaccarino 
was now Michael Yaccarino.

He was happy to be in America, but never 
forgot his family in Sorrento.
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