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Pancho was a little brown dog who did not have a home. One day, he came to a small village. It was full of busy people going and coming from the market in the village square.

Pancho stopped to ask a burro, “Why is it so busy in this village today?” 

“It is a feast day, St. Anthony Abbott’s Day,” said the burro.”Everyone is busy making good things to eat. Later, there will be a blessing of the animals. I like the blessing. But, oh, how I wish I could have a piece of corn grown from the field that I helped to plow.”

Pancho smelled the good smells coming from the houses. He had found nothing for breakfast on his travels. His stomach was empty and he had no one to feed him. “Where can I find this corn?” he asked.

“In the kitchen of the people,” answered the burro.

“I will look. If I find this corn, I will bring some to you,” said Pancho. The burro brayed his “thank you” and Pancho went on his way.
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Dodging the bustling people, Pancho turned down a dusty alley. He sniffed the smell of fresh bread coming from an open doorway. Pancho crept into the yard. A hen stopped pecking in the dirt to say, “If you’re looking for grain, I’ve just eaten the last piece.”

“I’m looking for something much better than grain. I’m hoping for roasted corn,” said Pancho.

“Better than that would be a fresh baked bread. I laid the eggs to make the bread. How I would like a small piece. If you wait until siesta, maybe you could sneak in and get us each a cake.”

Pancho wagged hi tail. “I’ll try. At siesta I’ll look in the kitchens for corn for the burro and a cake of bread for you.”

“Thank you,” said the hen as she went back to her scratching.

[image: D:\books\New folder (38)\New folder\book-fix_files\image007.gif]In the next yard, a goat stood chewing on a piece of rope. “No one’s asked me what I would like,” said the goat.

Pancho’s ears stuck up. “What other good things are there to be found?” 

“Creamy white cheese made from my milk,” said the goat.

Where can I find this cheese?” asked Pancho.

“In the kitchen when my master is taking a siesta.”

“I’ll come back,” promised Pancho. “I’ll look for roasted corn for the burro, wheat cakes for the hen and creamy cheese for you.”
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Pancho turned the corner into the crowded market square. He saw a woman in
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