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HOW TO USE THIS EBOOK

Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.



Look out for linked text (which is blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.



You can double tap images and tables to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.
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Love makes the world go round. It can work wonders, putting smiles on people’s faces and keeping our relationships together even when times get tough. However, love is not always easy.

Whether you are wooing a new love or nurturing an old one, you can find the answer to any romantic dilemma in the skies, forests and seas. Follow the example of wild sweethearts who know with their deepest instincts that they’ve found a partner for life.

Some animals sing and dance together to build a relationship, while others give gifts. For certain creatures, shared feeding and grooming strengthens their bonds, and for many, building a home together is a project that creates a lasting emotional connection.

The natural world is full of creatures whose wisdom we can learn from. So let’s meet the couples of the animal kingdom that really understand the magic of love.
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When you fall for someone, your first challenge is to attract their attention and show them you’re worth a second look. The courtship of barn owls begins with swoops and romantic screeches, and later on the male will provide gifts of food to his mate, while she sits and preens. In this way, they start a relationship that will last a lifetime.
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Entering the dating world can be daunting on your own – so why not go out with a squad of friends instead? When flamingos are in the mood for love, they put on a synchronised dancing display in groups of fifteen or more, all in an attempt to attract the perfect mate.
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Love is transformational, turning even the gruffest of us into true romantics. When the mating season arrives, male magpies swap their harsh barking chatter for soft seductive calls, accompanied by flight displays and feather-fanning. By revealing their gentler side, these tough guys of the bird world show they’re ready to settle down.
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Life doesn’t always provide a whirlwind romance: sometimes love is a waiting game. When coyotes are courting, a female will often keep her distance and appear to be uninterested. But if the male gives her space and shows respect, the pair can form a lifelong bond.
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What’s the best way to show you’re an ideal partner? If you’re a male guinea fowl, the answer is to take part in a race with all the other young males in your flock. Through this athletic display, these birds attract partners by demonstrating an ability to protect their families effectively.
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However hectic our lives are, it’s our simple shared rituals that bring us together. These clown-faced birds express their feelings by wagging their heads from side to side and rattling their beaks together, both during courtship and throughout their lives.
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We often try to look our best when we’re feeling romantic, with a smart jacket or an elegant dress. When these tiny seahorses court, they put on their own display of finery by changing their body colour and swimming in synchrony over several days.
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Dancing adds joy to any romance. At mating time, one crane will invite another to dance by tossing its head and stamping its feet. Birds display their mutual attraction and build trust by copying each other’s movements in a stunning ballet of leaping and head-bobbing.
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It’s important to think carefully about what you want from a relationship before committing. These colourful parrots take great care when choosing a mate, knowing that they’ll be doing almost everything together for the rest of their lives. Occasionally a scarlet macaw will play house with two partners before settling down with ‘the one’.
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Showing that you trust one another in risky situations is one way to deepen a relationship. While courting, bald eagles will swoop and dive together in the air, even locking talons and skydiving, releasing each other just before they reach they ground.
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Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, and to these monkeys there’s no sight more enticing than a bright red face, signifying health and vigour. Females release an attractive scent to draw males towards them, in just the same way that we splash on our favourite perfume before a date.
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Why be plain when you can be extraordinary? That’s the rule these giant and extravagant pigeons live by, with their matching frilly crests and stunning blue plumage. When you find someone who shares your quirky style, it could be a sign that you are meant to be together.
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These vibrantly coloured birds express their love by feeding and grooming each other. Through small acts of intimacy, their relationship bonds grow stronger, as each partner shows their commitment and trust.
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When you’re in love, you want the whole world to know about it. Great hornbills sing loud duets during courtship, showing everyone around them that they’re together. This bond will serve them well when the female is raising their chicks inside a hollow tree, relying on her mate to provide food.
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We all have our own idea of romance. Black vultures can’t sing, so they express their feelings through grunts and hisses. Instead of building a nest, they decorate the area where they’ll lay their eggs with bottle tops and pieces of plastic.
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You need patience and a positive attitude if you’re going to succeed in love, as these Eurasian beavers prove. The female beaver is only ready to conceive a new litter on one day of each year, so she and her mate have to be ready to seize the moment when it comes!
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When we each play to our strengths, we can celebrate our differences and achieve our shared goals. In sunny lagoons, these gobies divide their work in just this way: the female builds a burrow, and the male watches over it and tends to their eggs.
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These tree-dwelling monkeys know how to share the work of parenthood. After the first week, the father takes over all the responsibility of carrying their little one for the next four to five months. This helps the mother maintain her energy levels for feeding, and keeps the whole family safe.
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Spending half the year swooping over the oceans and the other half nesting with their partners, Antarctic prions have found the perfect balance of freedom and home-making. We all need to stretch our wings sometimes, but there’s no place like home.
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Teamwork is the bedrock of every good relationship. Each pair of macaroni penguins begins by looking after their new egg together. After twelve days, the male leaves to forage for food, returning twelve days later so that the female can go and eat.
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Love’s magic is waiting to happen to all of us, and isn’t determined by our age, gender or any other factor. Although Laysan albatrosses usually form male-female pairs, in some colonies pairs of two females are found successfully
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