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ODE TO A BOD

      Lost a bod the other day. Bugged me. ‘bout two meters tall, fleshy, vision through two dark eyes, vestigial hair, also dark, long and braided and swinging down its back—“It’s just art, man,” Ay would say. Slipped off a cliff by the sea. But, “For want of a bod the planet was lost, for want of a planet,” etc. Using it to sculpt a monument for the trillionth anniversary party honoring our particle-bound ancestors. Who began incarcerated in bods—seemed only fitting to use a bod for it. A wheels-within-wheels thing; Ay did the universe, I did the planets, one like old earthhome, only a few billion bods. Centerpiece of just one bod at the edge of an abyss sculpting an earth. All very symbolic, wheels, etc. Wasn’t too sentient, no big deal; that ‘verse only filled with ancestral fauna, lions and tigers and bears. Why’d that bother me? Just one little bod. That I lost attention? So what. Least I’ve got it to lose. Lost many memories too; oh I’m sure they’re in here somewhere (I comfort myself), they’ll come to me. Maybe made me wonder, what am I? What is a human, anyway? Where’s the me? Wasn’t in the bod (yech!), that must have been awful. I’m still here. Just sloughed a bod, no prob. I’m fine in the flux, right? So what made grandpa homo sap human too? Couldn’t lose a bod, but pick another angle, we’re both human, yes? What’s there between a bod and a rock? Or a bat. Never saw a bat sculpting rock. Ancestors and I do. Yet: Termites. Pause. They got memories? Probably so. Lost ones too. Do they know it? Why can’t I know if they know it? I know what I am, what I’m not, but can’t find the blurry line between. Lying? That’s uniquely human. No? (Would you believe me if I said it was?) Possums lie. Joking, laughing, focusing all your attention on a joke so you don’t notice your planets splitting? Naw, them monkeys play tricks and guffaw. I’ve lost whole universes full of bods before; didn’t bother me. Why isn’t Ay right—“It’s just atoms, man.” Fuck ‘em, I say. Swearing? Don’t know, never seen an ant swear. Maybe that’s one. Christ, how pathetic—gotta be more’n that to being human. Social memory? Pht, lions teach cubs to kill. Curiousity? What’s outside the omniverse? The cat wants to know. Inventing, oh, the mighty tool? I like small massy things, galaxies, planets; Ay, he farts universes, all energy and forces and laws. But no, those damn winged dinosaurs again. What am I, a foul-mouthed monkey? But no mouth. Eating breathing sleeping excreting reproducing—glad to be rid of ‘em; and still human. God. Religion? God exists—we had brunch. Religion, art thou humanity? Laugh: Dogs worship bods. Communication? Bees. Story-telling! See “Lies.” I think therefore I am! I think—I think what? Think I am. Self-referential. Think what else? See above. Descartes is a cup—an empty one. Got to be something inside, some “me” that isn’t an amoeba mewling. Science? See Inventing: matter of degree, not kind. Yet if not of kind, at least of degree: There is an I, I do exist, apart from atoms, even if only an empty cup full of algorithms in the ether. A motley collection of second-best-of-breeds amalgamated in one empty self-aware cup: 

       

    

    
      


      rational,

      irrational,

      partial,

      whole,

      ordered,

      chaotic,

      aware,

      ignorant,

      impatient,

      transient,

      eternal,

      learning,

      obstinate,

      powerful,

      impotent,

      moderate,

      unbridled,

       

      boundless,

      bounded,

      growing,

      contracting,

      moving,

      stationary,

      quick,

      slow,

      impulsive,

      plodding,

      directed,

      drifting,

       

      material,

      incorporeal,

      hard,

      soft,

      elastic,

      brittle,

      tenacious,

      irresolute,

       

      creating,

      destroying,

      sensing,

      numb,

      hot!,

      cold,

      genteel,

      gauche,

      sweet,

      sour,

      loud,

      quiet,

      crying,

      singing,

       

      attentive,

      distracted,

      careful,

      negligent,

      curious,

      advising,

      certain,

      uncertain,

      judging,

      misjudging,

      believing,

      doubting,

      gullible,

      dissenting,

      absurd,

      wise,

      foolish,

      remembering,

      forgetting,

      imagining,

      revealing,

      concealing,

      deceiving,

       

      social,

      anti-social,

      helping,

      hurting,

      warring,

      conciliating,

      promising,

      equivocating,

      haggling,

      forcing,

      borrowing,

      lending,

      stealing,

       

      compassionate,

      inconsiderate,

      pleasing,

      paining,

      kind,

      mean,

      regretting,

      ridiculing,

      hoping,

      despairing,

      courageous,

      cowardly,

       

      rash,

      daring,

      cautious,

      desiring,

      ambitious,

      indifferent,

      giving,

      taking,

      forgiving,

      vengeful,

      jealous,

      approving,

      disapproving,

      flattering,

      defaming,

      accusing,

       

      vindicating,

      penitent,

      noble,

      vile,

      proud,

      humble,

      vain,

      arrogant,

      modest,

      pious,

      vulgar,

      joyous,

      sullen,

      hating, 

      loving,

      Human.



       

    

     

    Goddamnit I don’t need that bod—I’m Human,

    and get outta my way.

     

    It’s just man, man.

     

    

     

    


ABOUT THE AUTHOR

     

    Dr. Andrew Burt (www.aburt.com), former Vice President of the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers Association, has published dozens of short stories and several books, and founded & herds Critters (www.critique.org), the first writers workshop on the web. Critters is also home to other writers’ resources, such as the Black Holes response time tracker and other fun tools for writers (and readers). He’s CEO of ReAnimus Press and its newly acquired subsidiary, the Hugo-winning Advent Publishers, helping authors such as Ben Bova, Robert Silverberg, Ursula K. Le Guin, Ed Bryant, and many others breathe life back into their great books on author-friendly terms. Outside of science fiction, he’s been a computer science professor (research in networking, security, privacy, and free-speech/social issues), founder of Nyx.net, the world’s oldest Internet service provider, and a technology consultant/author/speaker. For a hobby, he constructs solutions to all the world’s problems. Fortunately - nobody listens.

More books from Andrew Burt are available at: http://aburt.com/writing


     

     

     

     

     

    
    	If you enjoyed this book, I hope you'll tell others or write a review! I also invite you to check out my other my other work, and that from my publishing company (ReAnimus Press).
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