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For He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man and are at their wits’ end. Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and He bringeth them out of their distresses. He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are they glad because they be quiet; so He bringeth them unto their desired haven.

—Psalm 107: 25-30
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​​Chapter 4
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THE NEXT DAY I HAVE a brainstorm, and head down to the Lancaster County Public Library. I haven’t been there in years, and the library reminds me of childhood school excursions, when we were always so quiet and careful of our manners. As soon as I can get back to Faith’s Landing, I find Zach working with Isaac, clearing the weeds from the fields.

I step up with a little basket filled with a few things I know will brighten their day. 

“You fellas ready for a break?”  They look up, sweating even in the chilly breeze of the encroaching storm. I open the basket and hold it out to them. 

Isaac reaches in and pulls out an apple, biting greedily into it. “Thanks, Katie. If I didn’t have Beth, I’d marry you in a minute!”

Zach shoots his kid brother an annoyed look, but Isaac just shrugs and bites into the apple again. Shaking his head, Zach pulls out an apple of his own, biting into it with a smile. 

I say, “That’s very sweet, Isaac. How are things with Beth?  You two planning anything ... significant in the near future?”

“Not yet. Soon.”  Isaac looks at Zach. “I thought this one might marry first, show me how it’s done.”

Another glare from Zach quiets Isaac.

Rolling my eyes as innocently as I can, I say, “Um, I’ve actually got something extra-special for you, Zach.”

Isaac looks at me, then back at his brother. “Oh, okay, I’ll, um, I’ll go check on the barn. I’m not sure it’ll hold through the winter. Excuse me?”

We nod, as Isaac strolls away, chewing on his apple. I turn as Zach faces me with an expectant expression, shoulders shrugging nearly imperceptibly. Unable to disguise my smile any longer, I pull my little gift out of my apron pocket, and hand it to him.

He looks at it, a bit confused. “A library card?”

“I went down there myself; they’ve got everything!  More books than you’ll be able to read in a lifetime, on every subject; magazines, youth books, even the internet!”

“Katie—”

“I thought about it, and I decided you were right.”

“Katie?”

“Why shouldn’t you learn everything you can about anything you want?”

“Katie—”

“And you can, starting right now!  I thought maybe we could go together; make a date out of it. We’ll go every Saturday, check out some books; they have live readings there, every first weekend of the month—”

“Was this Isaac’s idea?”

“Isaac?”

“He was saying something similar, not long ago.”  He turns, calling, “Isaac!”

“No, no, Zach, it wasn’t Isaac’s idea, silly; it was mine.”  I let myself lean a bit closer to him, and my gaze lowers demurely to the ground. “I just want to help you, give you what you want.”

He smiles. “And it’s very thoughtful, Katie. Really, I do appreciate it. Sure, we can go to the library together. That sounds great.”

I feel a little boost of energy to counter my disappointment. “Okay, great!”  I give him a little kiss on the cheek, unable to hide my smile. “I’ll let you boys get back to work.”  I walk back toward my buggy, parked in front of their house, as Isaac crosses me and arrives to meet Zach in the field. I look back, to notice that Zach seems to be glaring at Isaac, who has no idea why.
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LATER THAT DAY, I’M working on my new quilt in the living room. The weather is growing bleaker, the clouds gathering beyond the big scarlet oak tree that stands just outside the window. The crackling logs in the fireplace spit out bits of burning sap, to fill the room with that warm, cozy pine smell.

My kid sisters, Esther and Martha, sit on the floor, their faceless dolls on the floor between them. Esther is older, almost five, and Martha is just two. Mamm and I can barely keep our eyes on the quilt as we turn and gaze at the youngest Lapp girls, so sweet and loving to one another. They seem so much like children to me, and I feel so much like an adult when I’m around them.

But it’s a bittersweet moment, because to look upon them is to be reminded that we can no longer turn and see our beloved Jacob. To hear the girls chatter is to have to imagine what things our bright young man would be saying, if that terrible buggy accident hadn’t happened.

‘He would have been ten years old next month,’ I say to myself. I try to shake it off. ‘Life is for the living,’ I remind myself, recalling Luke 9:60. But He said to him, "Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God."

Where Jacob is now, he has no troubles, no worries. Where I am, there are troubles and worries enough, and then some.

Mamm and I normally work in a quilting bee, with Gramm and other ladies of the community. But tonight it’s just us two, which makes it a nice opportunity for us to share our thoughts on quilting, on life, and on boys.

On Zach.

He didn’t seem that excited about the library card, and I can’t help but wonder if knowledge of history and philosophy are what he’s really seeking, and not knowledge of less ... scholastic pursuits.

“Have you prayed on it?” Mamm asks me, dipping her needle into the cotton of our country bride applique, a white quilt with five square designs of pale violet flowers and little green leaves. “‘And Hannah prayed, and said, “My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, mine horn is exalted in the Lord—”’”

“‘My mouth is enlarged over mine enemies,’” I interrupt, without meaning any disrespect, “‘because I rejoice in thy salvation.’  Mamm, I’ve prayed on it, I’ve told Zach that he should pray on it; I’ve prayed that he’d pray!  Even Elijah knew that prayer could only go so far.”

“Elijah went past prayer and unto praise,” she gently reminds me, with an underlying sternness that warns me not to use Biblical examples if they’re not completely apropos. “Elijah praised God for the rain he knew would come, even during that terrible drought, with no end in sight to the naked eye. And he was right, rain did come. It had already been decreed by God. The seeds of rain had been planted unseen by Elijah, and he knew that. Have you praised God for helping Zach see the light, as you’re certain he will, as you’ve prayed that he would?”

“You really think that’s the case,” I ask, “that God has already chosen the time and place for Zach’s decision, and that whatever decision that will be, God has already decided?”

“Isaiah, 46:10,” she says. “Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.”

I give it some thought. Surely, God is all-seeing and all-powerful; of this I haven’t a doubt. And He would never allow one of his children to go astray. He didn’t allow Job, or Jonah, or King David to go far astray, without bringing them back
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