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Part I

	Foundations of DJing

	Introduction

	My DJ Journey

	When I began this journey, I had little to no equipment, much less credibility and knowledge about DJing. I wanted to write this book to help folks that are on a similar journey and help them avoid the pitfalls of the DJ industry. I want to give information that lets my positive and negative experiences give you some valuable lessons before you begin. Should you finish this book before your first gig, you will have years of valuable business information that will help kickstart your career.

	A little bit about me: My name is DJ Rocco. Born and raised in Chicago, I have lived in places like Florida and the UK which have really influenced my DJ journey. I started DJing in 2018 with just a laptop and a playlist in mind. From there I slowly got my first mixing board, my first gig, and so on. Since then, I have had the opportunity to do various events like: weddings, birthday parties, school events, holidays, hotels and more. I have entertained thousands of people both online and in person and would like to help other DJs do the same.
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	DJ Rocco

	Social Media Info: Feel free to contact me for any inquiries, or if you want to chat.

	
		Facebook: DJRocco92

		Instagram: dj___rocco

		TikTok: djroccox

		Website: djrocco.us

		YouTube: dj_rocco



	Why This Book Matters

	Whether you’re a professional or a beginner, it’s always good to research tips on the business aspect of DJing. This book will help you turn your passion into a profitable business and help you think beyond the music. If you’re pursuing full time or part time, these tips and information will help you gain credibility to become a successful DJ.

	This book covers:

	
		Music selection and resources

		Setup and equipment advice

		Basics of a controller

		Financial and tax advice

		Setting up contracts

		People skills as a DJ

		Worst-case scenarios

		And more!



	What You Will Gain

	After reading this book, you’ll have the knowledge of a professional DJ before you start your first gig. In this book, you’ll learn all aspects of the DJ business, including people and marketing skills. If you are already a professional DJ, this book may be handy as a refresher on how to run a DJ business. My hope is you have at least a takeaway or two to help you grow as a successful DJ.

	A Quick Disclaimer

	There is no “one” right way to be a DJ. Everybody has their own method of how they mix music and manage their business. It’s important that you view this book from a business standpoint and what to do beyond the music. If I am “missing” something or you would like to suggest additional content, I would be happy to incorporate the feedback in future editions. I’m confident once you finish this book, you will at least have a few takeaways to help you become successful in a competitive industry.

	Mixing disclaimer: This book focuses on the business side of being a DJ and the essentials of handling a gig before, during and after. We will go over the basics of the equipment and tips on how to use them. If you are looking for a more technical aspect of mixing, there are other resources available like YouTube, Udemy and more.

	Why Become a DJ?

	If you want to become a DJ, it’s important to have some sort of passion for the art. Do you spend a lot of time honing your skills? Is this something you love doing to the point where you lose track of time? If so, you won half the battle. Willingness to learn and hard work will help you become better in no time.

	DJing is investing time and money up front. From a financial standpoint, it’s best you come with the right intentions. This involves buying materials, investing in advertising, free/low price gigs for exposure, etc. There are also maintenance and monthly costs if you’re looking to do this long term. Keep in mind there are periods throughout the year where the demand for DJs is low.

	The most talented DJs are so entrenched in the music, they forget the business aspects and etiquette to truly help them grow their career. A DJ that knows both the business as well as the music is on track to have a successful career. There are also many positive benefits to DJing. You will be the life of the party, attending beautiful events, and most of all make memories for people.

	While DJing is a positive role and experience, there is also room to have negative experiences. DJs deal with bad events, tough clients and technical mishaps, sometimes out of their control. It’s important to have the attitude to anticipate these occurrences and to be resilient when resolving them. Not every show will be perfect, and not everyone will respond the way you hope. But as long as you hold yourself accountable, your DJ career will go a long way.

	DJing Is More Than Music

	If you are looking to DJ full time or on the side, it is essential to look beyond the music. This will help you with your reputation as a DJ, which will in turn earn you a steady and growing income. This involves having business etiquette that will help you navigate with your clients. Items like contracts, being on time, accommodating clients, your setup and more will affect your DJing business in a positive way.

	Having etiquette not only involves these items, but it also requires people skills. In the DJ profession, your main job is to entertain groups of people. This involves being social and speaking clearly with energy. If you don’t have the people skills, then running a DJ business can be quite difficult. No matter if you’re the best DJ in the world or in your profession, how you handle your business and clients will speak for you in many ways.

	The Different Types of DJs

	There are a number of avenues you can pursue when starting a business. You can work on your own or for a company that hires DJs. You can be a poolside DJ during the day, or a raving club DJ at night. You can also become a DJ with multiple specialties. Let’s go over the different kinds of DJs you can be:

	Corporate DJs: Corporate DJs handle events that are professional, clean and/or during the day. This involves doing gigs for:

	
		Community Events

		Company Parties

		Hotels

		Restaurants and Bars



	Private Event DJs: Private DJs usually handle events that are not public. This involves doing gigs for:

	
		Weddings

		Birthday Parties

		House Parties

		Family Events

		Other Private Events



	Club DJs: Club DJs specialize in venues like bars and nightclubs. This involves being a DJ in:

	
		Nightclubs

		Bars

		LGBT venues

		EDM clubs

		Urban clubs

		Strip clubs

		Adult venues



	DJs also work with residencies, which involve a schedule of events at the same venue. DJs can also tour on the road for shows headlining for artists and music festivals. There are also DJs that are popular online and on radio. Some DJs have their own radio station and use different online platforms to showcase their work and earn a living.

	Whatever DJ you may want to be, there are many opportunities for you to gain exposure as well as income. The most important thing is to have fun and if you do take it professionally, be sure to take the time to learn the aspects of the business. Whatever route you choose, you will do great!

	Common Events DJs Handle

	As a professional DJ, you will come across all kinds of events. This includes weddings, restaurants, hotels, bars and more. You will be offered events with different sizes, different cultures, and other aspects that require you to be flexible. This means making sure your services like setup, equipment, and music selection can accommodate clients with different needs. There are also niche DJs like wedding or club DJs, who specialize particularly for those events.

	Here’s a list of what events DJs come across:

	
		Weddings

		Nightclub Events

		School Dances

		Holiday Parties

		Birthday Parties

		Restaurants + Bars

		Hotel Events

		Children’s Parties

		Community Events

		Online Events

		Adult Events



	Finding Your Lane

	If you want to specialize in a certain type of DJing, it’s important to know the distinction that comes along with choosing what kind of DJ you want to make yourself. A wedding DJ’s equipment requires lights, microphones, PA speakers, as well as additional non-DJ equipment like photo booths or fog machines. Weddings typically play slow music aside from the dance hour, and also have many intermissions like food and family dances. A club DJ would be required to keep the crowd engaged the whole time with high-paced music. Club DJs depend on the venue’s equipment and their own USBs. Whatever DJ you may decide to be, remember to prepare and accommodate your sets and equipment to the circumstance. If you’re a club DJ, are you ready to handle a wedding if asked? Always think about equipment, your song catalog, and your overall capability to accommodate different events if you want to be multi-faceted.

	Building Your Musical Foundation

	One of the most common perceptions of DJing is being a “human playlist”. Overall, our job is to entertain based on our skills and expertise and that includes knowing about what music to play.

	DJing is based on the music we
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