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Death

Alice walked back into the tarot reading room after her last client. She stopped in front of the shelf and spread the cards of the special deck. She drew a card and straightened up the remaining cards. She left the room and walked upstairs into her room. She sat down at the desk and quickly found the corresponding cards in her deck.

She sighed when she laid the three different versions of the Death card side by side. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She jotted down her notes and lost track of time listening to the music Eliot played in the greenhouse.

She lost track of time while taking notes until her stomach rumbled and she set her pen down. She stood up and left her room. She walked down the stairs and into the kitchen. The music continued and got louder when he walked into the kitchen. She grabbed the leftovers and he grabbed drinks and utensils. They sat down and ate together.

Klio and Klia made their rounds throughout the house. They were quiet. They found the young elves eating alone in the kitchen. The cats jumped up on the table and laid down. No one said anything. There was no need for words.

Finally, Eliot sighed. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice blinked. “The Death card.”

“Oh!”

“No, it doesn’t always mean death. It’s usually more symbolic and can mean transformation.”

He sighed again. “But Madeline could die soon.”

“I know. I’m not ready for her to do so and there’s nothing we can do to stop it from happening.”

Eliot pulled out his tablet computer. “Well, our orders are done for the day and I don’t see any more tarot clients. I’d say we can go to the hospital.”

Alice nodded. They cleared the table and added the dishes to the soapy water. They said goodbye to the cats and left the house. Klio and Klia watched their elves walk away. They sighed and went on with their rounds.

Madeline was still as comfortable as she could be sitting up in bed. Alice and Eliot sat down near her.

“It was good for you two to come, but did you get all the work done?”

Eliot smiled. “Yes, we did. People sent their condolences and gave us another day. I don’t know how tomorrow will go.”

Madeline smiled. “Well, in that case, so much the better for you.”

Eliot said, “Alice drew the Death card today.”

Madeline raised an eyebrow. “She did? Well, what is the upright meaning?”

Alice sighed. “The upright meaning is change, transformation, completion of destiny, closure, inheritance, big changes, endings, time to move on, or rebirth.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is complete lack of change, standing still to the point of stagnation, possibility of slow or partial change, or a close call in an accident.”

Madeline nodded. “Does it ever mean death?”

Alice sighed. “It could, but usually it does not. It’s more symbolic than actual death of the body.”

Madeline smiled. “Just checking. Of course you may get another card tomorrow. You don’t need my permission for that. I know you’ll just do it so you can finish what you started.”

Alice smiled. “Of course. It’s just good to hear you say I’ve learned the card of the day and can move on to the next one.”

Madeline laughed. “Are you looking for my approval?”

Alice blinked. “I think I’m just used to you being the boss and instructing me in tarot.”

Madeline nodded. “That’s understandable. However, I don’t have much time left.”

Alice sighed. “I know that. I also know I can’t do anything to stop it.”

Madeline nodded. “I’m glad that you know. I will do my best to visit you as a ghost.”

Eliot smiled. “You’re welcome to live in the attic with your dad and Alice’s dad.”

Madeline laughed. “That sounds delightful. You two can come visit us with incense.”

Alice and Eliot laughed.

Madeline said, “Oh!”

Alice jumped up. “What is it?”

Madeline blinked and took a deep breath. She held out her hand to Alice. “Don’t panic. This is the tricky part and a bit painful.”

Eliot stood up and put his arms around Alice’s waist. “Oh, no.” His eyes widened.

Madeline said, “No, don’t make a fuss. My body is dying. I’ll be fine. I’ll see you in the house later.” She cringed in pain.

Eliot held on to Alice. She put her hands over his hands and frowned. Madeline focused on her breathing and just let things happen to her body. Several nurses came into the room.

“Oh, is there anything we can do for you, Ms. Austen?”

Madeline blinked. “No, no. You’ve all done enough for me. It’s just my time.”

The nurses looked at each other and at the young elves. “But—”

Madeline frowned. “No, buts. My body is dying and you can’t stop it. It’s time. Please no one panic.”

The nurse fretted, but did their best to honor Madeline’s last request. One kept writing notes to document the event. They kept track of the time and just waited with everyone else.

All eyes were on Madeline as her eyes widened and relaxed. The pain was intense, but nothing that she couldn’t handle at this point. She knew it wouldn’t be much longer. She just rode the waves of pain and then she was able to let go of her physical body. She relaxed completely.

For those in the room, they watched as Madeline’s head rolled forward and her body slumped. The nurses checked for breathing and a pulse. They couldn’t find any. They documented the time and then turned to Alice and Eliot. “What were her wishes?”

Alice answered, “She never told me. I was hoping she wrote something down about it.”

The nurse nodded. She blinked. “Oh, I see Ms. Austen did make arrangements. Alright, here they are.” She showed the young couple.

Alice nodded. “That’s fine. Whatever she wanted is fine with me.”

The nurse nodded and soon they were putting a sheet over the empty body’s head.

Later that night, Alice and Eliot were alone in their room. Klio and Klia were cuddling in bed with them. The elves had at least remembered to give more food and water to the cats and clean out the litter boxes.

“Alice, I can’t believe she just died like that.”

“I’m not entirely. She knew it was time and just went with it. I just hope she shows up soon in the house.”

“Meow?”

Alice blinked. “What? You think she’s already here?”

“Meow!”

Eliot blinked. “Madeline, are you in the house now?”

A ghost appeared at the foot of the bed. She did a little dance around the room. “Oh, this is nice! I can dance again.”

The young elves blinked and stared at the ghost and then laughed.

Madeline smiled at them. “My physical body is dead, but I live on. See, I just went through a transformation and now I’m here with you.”

Alice smiled. “It’s good to see you, Madeline. I was just so upset.”

Madeline stopped dancing and nodded. “I know. It still hurts because I don’t have a physical body as you do. It takes some time to get used to that fact. Sorry if I took too long to appear before you. I was chatting with the boys in the attic.”

Alice and Eliot laughed again.

Madeline continued, “They told me some interesting things about being a ghost. I’ve learned a lot already. Now, I have to get used to being a ghost.”

Alice smiled. “So, I can continue to tell you about the card of the day?”

Madeline smiled. “Of course, dear. We can finish what we started. I’m just not technically your boss anymore. I can still be your mentor.”

Eliot smiled. “Good. I’m glad you can still be a mentor. I may have some questions about plants from time to time.”

Madeline nodded. “That’s only natural. You already are quite good with plants. You’ve gotten some to grow that I couldn’t.”

Eliot blinked. “I have? How did I do that?”

Madeline laughed. “You have a green thumb. Perhaps it’s the music you keep playing all the time.”

Eliot shrugged. “Hard to say, but it’s good to know.”

Madeline asked, “You like to be better than me?”

Eliot shook his head. “No, it’s not that. It’s more that I have been able to move beyond your teaching and can do things you didn’t teach me. I’ve grown and expanded.”

Madeline nodded. “That is a good feeling of achievement. I’m not surprised after what your uncle told me before I offered you the position.”

Eliot smiled. “I’m glad he saw my potential.”

Madeline said, “It wasn’t just potential, but what you had already done at his place that he told me about.”

Eliot nodded. “I don’t entirely remember, but that sounds right to me.”

Alice said, “Well, I feel better now. You’re welcome to live in the attic with the boys.”

Madeline nodded. “I’m glad they don’t mind me saying that.”

James and Mr. Flowers appeared.

“My dear daughter, you called me a boy?”

Mr. Flowers laughed. “Way to go, Madeline.”

Madeline laughed. “I was only teasing.”

Alice and Eliot laughed.

Mr. Flowers said, “Perhaps we should leave the newlyweds alone. I’m sure they like their alone time these days.”

“Meow! Meow!”

Madeline said, “Yes, I know they do. I only came to comfort them.”

The ghosts disappeared and left the couple alone. Alice and Eliot got themselves comfortable in each other’s arms and went to sleep with two cats at their feet.
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