

  CHAPTER 1


  MYSTIC SAN LUIS VALLEY


  Nearly flat as a polished granite slab, the San Luis Valley spans a hundred miles north and south, and sixty-five miles east to west. It is one of the largest sub-alpine valleys in the world. Though in a desert climate, with irrigation it became an agricultural center. The alluvial topsoil, left over from a lake that existed 500,000 years ago, sits atop a fill of gravel, sand, silt, and clay as deep as 30,000 feet. On its eastern edge, Great Sand Dunes National Park boasts the tallest dunes in North America. Framed by the Sangre de Cristo range to the east, the Sawatch to the northwest, and the San Juans to the west, the valley has been a continental crossroads for centuries, with its numerous mountain passes accessing other parts of the state. The north branch of the Old Spanish Trail, through Cochetopa Pass, was used from 1829 to 1848. The Rio Grande, originating in the San Juan Mountains, crosses the south end of the valley, flowing into New Mexico.


  The people who migrated from Mexico to northern New Mexico beginning in the late 1500s were of Spanish descent and known as Hispano. Isolated from the political and religious power centers in Spain and Mexico City, these settlers retained the culture and language of seventeenth-century Spain, up to the present day. Contact


  LOS PENITENTES


  The brotherhood of Los Penitentes de Nuestro Padre Jesus Nazareno, or Los Penitentes for short, like many fraternal organizations, has its secret rituals. Their sometimes-bloody penances, maligned and misunderstood, drove this group of devout Catholic men into hiding at times. Even a canyon on the west side of the San Luis Valley, near La Garita, is named Penitente Canyon, because they took refuge there.


  The self-flagellation custom in the Catholic religion has its origins in Europe during the Middle Ages, particularly within the Franciscan Order. The Franciscans brought these customs to the Americas. Along with farmers and herders, the Order moved into the northern frontier provinces of Old Mexico, what became northern New Mexico and southern Colorado. The Church lacked trained priests to offer services to the remote settlements. This gave rise to Los Penitentes in the late eighteenth century. They held sway until Santa Fe became a bishopric under Jesuit John B. Lamy shortly after the Mexican War. Official disapproval of their penance practices drove the movement underground. Los Penitentes reached the pinnacle of their influence in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, but they are still an active organization.


  Their most important observation period is Holy Week prior to Easter. Their customs embrace flagellation with wet yucca whips, cross-carrying, and sometimes the tying of a Brother to a cross. They have been known to wrap their bodies in cacti or wear crowns of thorns. One initiation rite is carving crosses on a novice’s back. These re-enactments of the Passions of Christ are considered a living embodiment of his suffering, relevant in the present, not just a dusty artefact.


  The Brothers’ devotion to Christ’s teachings manifests in their services to the community. They show mercy to the suffering, aid the poor, provide funeral services, and offer religious instruction when no other is available. They gather in refuges, known as moradas, for prayers and penances. Many have been vandalized over the years, but some are still in use. The early Hispano settlers in the San Luis Valley and beyond would have found life much less bearable without the religious leadership, community-building, and devotion of Los Penitentes.



  with Indians, French trappers, and Americans led to a dialect distinct from Latin American countries. The remoteness encouraged a Catholic offshoot, the secretive Brotherhood of Penitents, Los Penitentes. The valley’s physical characteristics, with its hundred-mile views and other-worldly dunes, combined with its Old World cultural elements, infuses its mystic atmosphere.


  Today, the valley retains its Hispano character, with many Catholic churches, Spanish place-names, and adobe construction. Colorado Territory’s establishment in 1861, with its artificial straight-line borders, created a political disconnection between the residents of southern Colorado and their relations in New Mexico. In a state dominated by Anglo culture, the Hispanos faced discrimination and hardship.


  Mineral wealth drove people to the mountains ringing the San Luis Valley but decades later than in other areas. Homesteaders arrived to supply miners with food and other goods. Many communities that sprung up are now ghost towns, though some, such as Crestone, live on as tourist centers or retreats.


  SAN LUIS


  The earliest cemeteries in San Luis, Costilla County, were in the center of town, so the burials were removed to other locations. One older cemetery is the San Luis Old Catholic Cemetery. It is reached by driving east of town on Sixth Street and is just beyond the San Luis Cemetery at the top of the mesa, with prominent Blanca Peak visible in the distance to the north. Some influential San Luis founders and citizens are buried here.


  Doña Genoveva Gallegos de Salazar (1860–1907) is one of nineteen women depicted on the Women’s Gold Tapestry that hangs in the Colorado Capitol, because of her role as a businesswoman in Colorado’s oldest settlement. Her parents, Jose Desiderio “Dario” Gallegos (1830–1883) and Maria Eulogia Valdes (1837–1912), helped found the town and established the general mercantile that remained in family hands for 165 years. Dario Gallegos sent a caravan as far as St. Louis to obtain merchandise for his store, an eleven-month round trip. On the second such trip, Indians stole the entire cargo, wagons, and oxen. Fire destroyed the retail building in 1895 and again in 1947, leaving only portions of the adobe walls. The last incarnation still stands and is now a co-op called The San Luis Peoples Market.


  When Dario Gallegos and other early residents settled here, no nearby supply points existed. The people had to be self-sufficient, growing their food, raising sheep and cattle, and weaving woolen cloth. Crop production required developing local water resources. They constructed the first acequia, a communal irrigation project, in 1851 with nearly every man, woman, and child digging the trenches, which are maintained to this day. Family and community cooperation distinguished the Hispano settlements in southern Colorado from the wild and violent early mining towns in other parts of the state.


  Genoveva Gallegos was born in San Luis and married Antonio Arcadio Salazar (1849–1926) when she was just fourteen. Salazar bought into his wife’s family business to form Salazar & Gallegos and expanded its size. He purchased the entire operation from the Gallegos family in 1894, eleven years after his father-in-law died. Genoveva learned the healing arts, traveled the region as a curandera, and sold medicines in the family store. She reared eight surviving children. Thus, the Salazar clan became a solid and enduring presence in the San Luis Valley. Genoveva’s daughter described her as “tiny in body, but great in spirit,” a trait that helped her through the difficult time after the store burned in 1895.
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  Doña Genoveva Gallegos de Salazar c. 1890, was an important businesswoman in the San Luis Valley. She is honored on the Women’s Gold Tapestry in the State Capitol.


  PUBLIC DOMAIN.


  Arcadio Salazar had a rough start in life. His father, Juan Manuel Salazar, who helped establish San Luis, was killed by Utes in 1854, when Arcadio was just three. He began supporting his mother at age eleven. At nineteen, Arcadio worked for retailer Ferdinand “Ferd” Meyer, who, along with the county recorder, taught him to read and write. Arcadio was a quick study. He went to work for Dario Gallegos at age twenty-six, leading to his future as Gallegos’s son-in-law and business partner. The Salazar-Gallegos wedding followed the traditions of Old Spain, as these families had immigrated from that country in the early 1800s. Salazar was a Republican state senator in the 1880s and 1890s. The Salazars sent all their children to Catholic boarding schools in the Denver area. Their daughter Maria Elisa Salazar (1885–1914) had an exceptional academic record and wrote her thesis in Latin. She died at twenty-nine, after a lifetime of poor health.


  Louis Cohn (1837–1899) owned another early mercantile in San Luis. Like Salazar, he represented the region in the state legislature but as a Democrat. The two men co-owned the San Luis Flouring Mills. Born in Breslau, Prussia (today Wroclaw, Poland), Cohn immigrated to America in the early 1860s. He followed the Santa Fe Trail to its terminus in New Mexico where he and another Prussian traveler took jobs as bookkeepers. His parents and siblings remained in Prussia, and amazingly, he answered the emperor’s call to participate in the Franco-Prussian War in 1869.


  When Cohn returned to America in 1872, he settled in San Luis and opened his store and other businesses. He accumulated two thousand acres, and owned the handsomest residence in town. He purchased other investments, including the Colorado Hotel in Denver, which the legislature used as temporary quarters before the construction of the State Capitol. He partnered with a widow, Juana Maria Ruperta Lucero, and they had seven children, four surviving to adulthood. He adopted the culture and religion of his community, Catholicism, though he did not reject his Jewish heritage. He never married Juana, perhaps eschewing outright religious conversion, but he named her and their children in his will.


  Dr. Joseph L. Kugler (1829–1889) and his New Mexican wife, Simonita Vigil (1855–1887), are found here too. Dr. Kugler was born in Württemberg, immigrated in 1851, and joined the US military in California the following year. He enlisted as a barber; in those days, barbers did minor surgical and dental procedures. It is likely that Kugler never had formal medical training. He mustered out at Fort Jones, California, in 1857, but soon re-enlisted, this time as a steward in the hospital unit. By 1866, he was a contract surgeon at Fort Garland, Colorado, under Gen. Christopher “Kit” Carson, a position he held until December 1867. He relocated sixteen miles south of the fort to San Luis, where he worked as a local physician.


  Kugler fathered two children, Joseph Jr. and Helen, by two women: Maria Candelaria Vigil and her younger sister Simonita. The women were born in Taos County (probably in San Luis) in the days when southern Colorado was still part of Taos County, New Mexico. The babies’ births were soon followed by their mothers’ deaths from complications. Dr. Kugler lived two years longer than Simonita, leaving his two children orphaned at ages nineteen and two.
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  Graves of Dr. Joseph Kugler (center) and Simonita Kugler (left) in the San Luis Old Catholic Cemetery. San Luis in the background.


  AUTHOR’S COLLECTION


  Maria and Simonita had another
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would no longer recognize tribal sovereignty. The Utes under-
stood at first that they would only be selling access to cur-
rent mines high in the southwestern mountains. They were
unwilling to allow permanent settlement or cede the valleys.
The government wanted full title to four million acres. Even
Tabeguache Chief Ouray, a man known for his friendliness
to whites, opposed the agreement at first. (Other Ute bands
did not necessarily agree with Ouray’s generous concessions
over the years.) Finally, Felix Brunot, commissioner for the
federal government, recruited Otto Mears to pressure the
Utes. The government stipulated just $500,000 for the land
(7.5 cents per acre), but would pay only the interest on this
sum annually, rather than making an outright purchase.

1879—Violence at the White River Agency (see chapter 8, Meeker
Incident sidebar) prompted outcries of “The Utes Must Go!”
from American settlers.

1880—This deceptive Ute Agreement removed most of the tribe to
reservations in Utah. The Mouache, Capote, and Weenuche
bands received a narrow strip of land in the southwestern
corner of the state.

1887 —The Dawes Allotment Act led to a split in the Colorado reser-
vation. The Ute Mountain Utes did not accept allotment, and
their land is still held collectively by the tribe. Members of the
Southern Ute Tribe received privately owned parcels (up to
160 acres) within the reservation boundary, and the remainder
reverted to the government to be sold to homesteaders.
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FROM SOVEREIGN TO SIDELINE: THE UTE TREATIES

The traditional Ute territory covered parts of what are now Utah,
Colorado, Kansas, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, and Oklahoma.
The Colorado bands were the Yamparika, Parianuche, Tabeguache,
Weenuche, Mouache, and Capote.

1670—Spain made their first treaty with the tribe (Mouache and
Capote bands) for peace purposes.

1680—The Utes sided with Puebloans against the Spanish.

1700s—Additional Spanish-Ute treaties.

1848—Col. Alexander Doniphan signed a treaty with the
Mouache and Capote bands in an effort to end raids. It was
never ratified by Congress. The following year, headmen from
these same two groups signed the Abiquiu Treaty, which did
get ratified. These Utes agreed to US jurisdiction and allowed
development of roads and forts in exchanged for gifts and
supplies.

1863—Territorial Governor John Evans met with the Tabeguache
to create a treaty that Congress ratified in 1864. It ceded
traditional Mouache and Capote lands, though they were not
parties in the treaty. The Tabeguache relinquished claims to
lands east of the Continental Divide and Middle Park (now
Grand County).

1868—All the Colorado bands signed a renegotiated version of the
1863 treaty creating the Consolidated Ute Reservation, which
left them with roughly the western third of the state in perpe-
tuity, cutting the tribe off from many traditional hunting areas
in the mountain parks. The treaty provided annual payments
in goods to the tribe and prohibited non-Ute settliement on the
reservation. Both sides violated the terms.

1873—The Brunot Agreement (ratified in 1874) was called “Agree-
ment” because in 1871 Congress declared the United States

(continued)
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