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Ghost have always existed. Lost souls that haven’t crossed over. Some just need a guiding hand. Others mean to do us harm. We have the one thing they want, life. 
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The camera man began to film the interior of the hall. It was an average size hall for a small town. The west wall was a series of windows that filled the room with light. There was a piano in one corner. Cork boards with the former playgroups art on it. The art showed the kids with monsters attacking them. He went to the windows and began to film the view. As he panned around the windows, a face, demonic and evil appeared then vanished.

He took the camera down for a second then looked through the view finder again. A regular window. Something was here, he could feel it. Hiding on the other side of the glass. Waiting to strike. 

There was nothing about the hall that would make you think that there was a problem. The colors were cheerful. Plenty of place to play both inside and outside. There was nothing that would say something was very wrong with the building. A hunger that was growing.

The door opened. A man walked in singing “A haunting we will go, a haunting we will go ...” He wore a suit with an overcoat. The white rose in the lapel.

“We need to be professional about this Gerry.” The camera man said.

“I am a professional, who currently has volunteered his time to make this training video.” Gerry said with a smile. “Hello young ghost adventurers, watch, learn and remember. The soul you save may be your own.” He let out a soft wolf whistle.

The camera man turned his camera to the door as a young lady walked in. “Hello boys, can you guess what I do?” She began to walk around the hall with her hand extended out. She was dressed in black slacks and a dress shirt.

A young man came in with a large crate and went out to get a second large one. “Is there a reason we can’t investigate a four-star restaurant with good wine for a change? God, what a dump. Is there a reason no one will help me with this?”

“Relax Aaron, concentrate. There are ghosts to be found.” Gerry said. “The reason that we don’t help is because you have fits.” He went over and pretended to be on a keyboard.

Aaron brushed his hands away. “That is due to every time that you touch it, the electronics get broken.”

“Boys and their toys.” The young lady said. “I need to concentrate on what is ... Gerry, something is wrong here.”

“What do you mean Ann?”

“A hall as old as this should be filling my head with voices. There is nothing. No kids, no residual imprints, just dead quiet.” Ann said. Gerry walked over to her. “Why is he here? Someone with his reputation and experience, why is here? Working as a camera man?” She started getting flashes of others dying. The camera man being in a mental hospital room. 

“Stay out of my mind.”

“Maybe you shouldn’t think so loud then.”
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Gerry went over to the camera man. “So, Dave, should we wait until dark or get started now?”

“The institute paid for the hall for the entire night. There is no reason that we shouldn’t start. The sooner we start the sooner we can go home. We have everything in place so we should get started as soon as possible.” Dave said. “So why don’t we get rolling and introduce your team. Rolling in 3 ... 2 ... 1.”

“Hello, my name is Gerry. My team and I work for the Karnakie Institute the same as you. We are here in Springwater at this town hall, to help you be the best that you can be in the ghost hunting field. There has always been ghost. Just as we have been here. Some are just lost souls that need help with crossing over and others are wanting to do us harm. We will go over the basic types of hauntings and how to deal with them and take good notes. The soul you save may be your own.” He turned to the electronics expert, “Aaron how are we doing?”

“We have all the initial scans done and there is nothing unusual on the scans. Are you sure that we are in the right spot? This place seems deader than most.”

“Ann, are we getting anything?”

“These pictures show that the kids are being traumatized while here. This is happening both day and night.” 

“Wait, this is happening both day and night?”

“Yes, both day and night. No one is willing to stay here alone. These pictures show the torment that they have been going through. There is no residual of them. This is wrong. I should be picking something up.”

“OK, we will be monitoring everything.” Gerry said with a smile. “There are no truly standard hauntings but these are the basic ones that we will most often encounter. The first is a poltergeist. A poltergeist is usually around a specific person and not a location. Often it is a child who is in or about to go into puberty. They can have strong attraction to the child. Remove the person in question and the activity should stop all together. “He took a drink of water. “The next type is oppression. This is where things are going bump in the house or location that is under attack. Oppression is the first of two stages that I will break down for you.”

There was a loud crash behind them. Everyone turned and jumped. The board that had the kid’s pictures on it fell to the ground. Aaron had let out a small yelp. “That was nailed solid into the wall. How did it fall to the ground?”

“Easy there Aaron, it could have had a broken nail on it and that it gave way.” Dave said.

“The other form of that is more dangerous is possession. This is when a demon has taken hold of a person or place and they are under its control. Never try an exorcism unless you have no other choice. Always have a professionally trained exorcist on speed dial and if you must then rely on your training. It will save your life and the others as well.”

Several loud bangs were heard. The door slammed shut. 

“The final type is one that we don’t know a lot about. They are rare but you need to know about them. At the institute, we call them the beast. They are extremely hard to deal with and will fight you every inch of the way. You need to find what ties it to location and get rid of it and they will leave. The ultimate way should be a last resort is an exorcism bomb, a human being used as the focus point of the exorcism to release the area from the grip of the beast.” Gerry said.
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