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			J.K. Rowling

			English novelist

			
					Born in England in 1965

					Notable works:	Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (1997), novel

	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows (2007), last book in the series

	The Casual Vacancy (2012), novel




			

			Joanne Rowling (1965) is a British novelist. Formerly a French teacher, she is one of the best-known authors in the world thanks to her famous book series about the adventures of Harry Potter.

			Now a multi-millionaire, she is active in the humanitarian field, particularly in the fight against child abuse. She has written some other books linked to the world of Harry Potter, the profits of which were donated to charity. Other than the works linked to her mains series, she is also the author of The Casual Vacancy (novel published in 2012), among other works.

		


		
			Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone

			The first book in the best-selling series

			
					Genre: Fantasy novel

					Reference edition: Rowling, J.K. (2001) Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone. London: Scholastic.

					First edition: 1997

					Themes: magic, learning, friendship, courage, Sorcerer’s stone

			

			Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone was published for the first time in 1997 in the United Kingdom with a very limited number of copies, after being refused by many publishers. This is the first novel written by Rowling. Originally intended for children, it quickly gained the interest of teenagers and adults alike. The first installment in a series of seven books, it tells the story of Harry Potter’s discovery of the wizarding world and his adventures in defeating the evil wizard, Lord Voldemort, and obtaining the sorcerer’s stone.

		


		
			Summary

			Invitation to Hogwarts

			Professor Dumbledore lays down a one-year-old child, Harry Potter, on the Dursley family’s doorstep. His parents have just been murdered and the Dursleys are his only remaining family. We also find out that the child has a scar shaped like a lightning bolt on his forehead.

			Harry lives with his new family for ten years, where he is treated less than favorably. For his cousin’s birthday, they all go to the zoo. There, Harry accidentally makes the window of an animal enclosure disappear, releasing the boa constrictor that is kept inside. He has no idea how he made this happen.

			Shortly afterwards, letters addressed to him arrive at the Dursley house. His uncle refuses to let him read them. They continue to arrive and the family eventually decides to flee to a secluded island to escape them.

			On the day of his eleventh birthday, Harry is visited by Hagrid, the Keeper of Keys and Grounds at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. He delivers his acceptance letter and Harry learns that he is a wizard. Hagrid tells him that Voldemort, an evil wizard, killed his parents and tried to kill him too. Yet, against all odds, Voldemort was destroyed, but not killed, and Harry escaped with nothing but his scar.

			In the parallel wizarding world, Harry goes to Gringotts with Hagrid. There, Hagrid collects a packet from a vault as requested by Professor Dumbledore, the headmaster, and Harry buys his school supplies.

			Discovering Hogwarts

			On the train that takes him to Hogwarts, Harry meets some other students and becomes friends with Ron Weasley. However, he refuses to befriend Draco Malfoy.

			At Hogwarts, new students are placed into one of the four school houses (Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw and Slytherin) by the Sorting Hat, according to their qualities. Harry refuses to be placed in Slytherin, the house that has produced the largest number of wizards who turned evil. In the end, the hat places him in Gryffindor, the house renowned for the courage and bravery of its students. This is a wise choice as Harry will show tremendous courage during his adventures.

			Harry then meets his professors. The Potions Master, Severus Snape, immediately dislikes him, for no apparent reason.

			Harry also learns to ride a broomstick, which results in him becoming a player on the Gryffindor Quidditch team. Following an argument, Draco proposes a wizard duel at midnight, which is actually a trap to get Harry in trouble. When trying to escape the caretaker, Harry stumbles across a three-headed dog that appears to be guarding something - but what?

			The Sorcerer’s Stone

			At the Halloween celebrations, Professor Quirrell announces that a troll has entered the school. Harry sees Professor Snape heading to the room containing the three-headed dog. The troll is attacking a girl, Hermione, who was crying in the toilets, but Harry and Ron manage to defeat the troll and save her. From then on, Harry, Ron and Hermione become friends.

			Harry notices that Snape is injured. He believes that Snape tried to steal whatever the dog is guarding. During the Quidditch match, Hermione and Ron suspect Snape of jinxing Harry’s broom to throw him off. The three children tell Hagrid about their suspicions. He refuses to believe them and reveals a clue about what the dog is guarding: it is linked to Nicholas Flamel. The three friends desperately try to find out who this man is, but to no avail.

			At Christmas, Harry receives an invisibility cloak that once belonged to his father. He uses it to do some research in the restricted section of the library. When trying to escape the caretaker, he discovers the Mirror of Erised, which shows the person who looks into it their deepest desires.

			Harry finally discovers who Nicholas Flamel is when he is eating a chocolate frog: he is an alchemist who created the Sorcerer’s Stone. The stone has the power to turn metal into gold and produces the elixir of life. Later, Harry overhears Snape and Quirrell: Snape is aggressive and asks the other teacher if he knows how to get past the three-headed dog, which seems to confirm their suspicions.

			Hagrid tells Ron, Harry and Hermione that he won a dragon egg in a card game. The egg hatches and the dragon grows, but Hagrid is forced to get rid of it. He entrusts it to the children and they send the dragon to Ron’s brother. However, when sending the dragon, Harry and Hermione are caught by the caretaker.

			He Who Must Not Be Named

			Harry, Hermione, Neville and Malfoy all receive detention. They must accompany Hagrid into the Forbidden Forest. Harry and Malfoy discover a creature that is drinking the blood of unicorns. It attacks Harry, whose scar begins to burn. A centaur scares the creature off, and alludes to it being Voldemort. The children make the assumption that Snape wants to retrieve the Sorcerer’s Stone for him.

			Hagrid tells the children that he revealed to the stranger who gave him the dragon egg how to get past the three-headed dog. As Dumbledore has been called to London, the children conclude that Snape will take the stone that night. They decide to get to it before he does. After various obstacles, Harry arrives alone in the room where the stone is located.

			There, he discovers that it is Quirrell who is attempting to steal the stone, not Snape. Quirrell tries to find it using the Mirror of Erised, but he cannot solve the riddle. Because Harry wants to find the stone, but not use it to become immortal, the stone appears in his pocket. He then confronts Quirrell, who carries Voldemort’s soul inside him.

			Harry then wakes up in the hospital wing. Dumbledore tells him that he defeated Quirrell, and therefore Voldemort.

		


		
			Character study

			Harry Potter

			An orphan, Harry is a boy with black, messy hair. He looks identical to his father, with his mother’s eyes. He wears glasses and bears a lightning-shaped scar on his forehead. From the first chapter, we learn that the scar is the result of a curse cast by Voldemort during the attack that claimed the lives of his parents. Harry is brave, honest and humble; his fame in the wizarding world does not go to his head.

			Basically, Harry is a normal wizard: yet, he is undeniably a hero. He is not top of his class, but he is not at the bottom either. Only two factors distinguish him from the other students: his talent for Quidditch and his scar. But neither of these make him the hero that he is: in fact, his scar is a hindrance. As for his Quidditch skills, they help very little in his quest for the Sorcerer’s Stone. Quirrell, facing the obstacle before him, did just as well in grabbing the silver key.

			What makes Harry a hero are the choices he makes. His life is a constant balance between following his destiny and making choices. On the one hand, his scar and the curse cast upon him by Voldemort dictate his existence: he is famous in the wizarding world and is perceived by others to be a survivor. Yet, throughout the book he makes his own life choices: he chooses to be placed in Gryffindor instead of Slytherin, he refuses Draco

			Hermione Granger and Ronald Weasley
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