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Ace of Swords

Alice spread the cards of the special deck on the shelf. She drew one and straightened up the deck. She turned to leave the room as she heard Madeline leading a client to the tarot reading room. As Alice walked upstairs and into her room, she heard the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse.

She sat down at her desk and set the Ace of Swords down. She quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She blinked at the three different versions and then wrote down her notes.

It wasn’t until Madeline was cooking in the kitchen, that Alice blinked and put down her pen. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen. She waited for her aunt. The music stopped and moments later, Eliot entered the kitchen. He set the table and waited for the card of the day. He smiled at Alice and she smiled back.

Without turning around or even just her head, Madeline asked, “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Ace of Swords.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is a great effort leading to an overwhelming victory. It can be strength, power, success, fertility, new ideas, mental clarity, new plans, intellectual ability, communication, new beginning, justice, authority or making the right choices.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is a conquest for the sake of conquest, excess, frenzy, fury, battle, separation, difficult start, decay, lack of ideas, failure, arguments, destruction, confusion, memory loss, lack of communication, creative blocks, injustice, wrong choices, insults, complete disaster, violent and self destructive behavior, obstacles, infertility, tyranny or embarrassment.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice got drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down together to eat.

Eliot asked, “So, will it be another ace tomorrow?”

Alice laughed. “I have no idea, but there’s only one sword card left.”

Eliot asked, “Which one?”

Alice answered, “6 of Swords.”

Eliot nodded.

Madeline said, “Well, I know eventually Alice will get to all the cards. It’s only a matter of time now.”

Alice nodded. “I know that too.” She paused to eat more. “Madeline, will you need me for any readings today?”

Madeline smiled. “Perhaps. I have to see what the clients say.” She finished eating and left to deal with more clients.

Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse. The current orders were displayed on the big screen. He turned on music and they got right to work.

They had just finished packing up the boxes and sealing them when the delivery person arrived to accept them with a smile.

The delivery person said, “Wow, still going strong. Congrats!”

Alice and Eliot answered at the same time, “Thanks.”

The delivery person left. The cats arrived in the greenhouse after making their rounds throughout the house. Klio and Klia stared outside from their favorite perch. They talked with the neighborhood cats. Then the guard cats waited.

They lounged together on the shelf and then perked up when an elf approached the house. They hissed and growled softly. Alice and Eliot looked up from their work.

“Eliot, Adrian is coming back.”

“What? Why would he do so?”

Adrian stopped when he saw the cats hissing and growling at him. He frowned. “Alice, it’s time to leave. Let’s go now.”

Alice frowned. “No, I’m staying. You need to accept that.”

Adrian stomped his foot into the ground. “NO! YOU WILL COME WITH ME NOW!”

A large wolf ran to the side of Adrian. He howled at the elves and the cats. The cats hissed and growled louder. The neighborhood cats approached the house slowly.

Eliot said, “Now all we need is your mother to show up.”

Alice sighed. “She’s already here. Look over at the car on the curb. Adrian drives that.”

Eliot frowned. “Now I see her. They are crazy.”

Madeline stepped out of the front door. She frowned and stared down the invaders. “How dare you come back to my house demanding my niece leave against her will.”

Adrian turned to his aunt. “Madeline, we can prove both Alice and Eliot are incapable of making their own decisions. You clearly haven’t been paying attention to social media. Lots of people agree both Alice and Eliot are stupid and mentally ill.”

Madeline raised an eyebrow. “So, you, your mother and Heath have been spreading rumors which won’t prove anything against Alice and Eliot. I think their reputations are safe as long as they don’t stoop to your level.”

Adrian glared at his aunt. “No, it’s first hand evidence of their serious mental illnesses. They need to be stopped.”

Madeline blinked. “Who are they harming?”

Adrian answered, “My mom!”

Madeline rolled her eyes. “Get over yourselves.”

The neighborhood cats growled and hissed at both Adrian and Heath. They stepped back, but soon ran out of room on the front lawn.

The wolf turned into his human form. “What the hell? What is with these cats?”

A small spaceship landed nearby. Zane walked out of it. He approached the scene. He looked at everyone. He carefully stepped around the neighborhood cats. He stopped near Heath and Adrian. He stared at them both. Heath jumped back accidentally stepping on some cats. They clawed him and Adrian.

Adrian swatted the cats away from him. “Get away from me, you beasts!”

Heath said, “Ugh! I hate cats!”

Zane continued to stare. “So, Heath, you learned nothing from me. That’s too bad.”

Heath gaped at Zane. “What? I learn things all the time. What do you mean?”

Zane continued, “Heath, you cannot respect anyone. You are a danger to society. Do you know what happens to people like you, if you will not or cannot change?”

Heath said, “Nothing. No one can hold me. Not even you.”

Zane stared at the immature werewolf. “No, Heath, I let you go. You have a tracker inside your body. I’ve already given the information to the police. We will always know where you are and what you say out loud.”

Adrian frowned. “What? He’s tracked?”

Zane nodded. “Yes, Heath is constantly tracked now. I know about the plot you two concocted with Mrs. Flowers. That information has also been turned over to the police. Unfortunately, Adrian, social media hides from you all the positive comments people have made about Alice Flowers and Eliot Rivers. They have grateful customers who like what they craft. They will not believe you and your lies about them.”

Adrian stomped his foot into the ground. “That can’t be true! We ruined their reputations!”

Zane smiled. “It is true. It’s also true that many people see through your campaign. They know it’s just a way to ruin their reputations. They don’t see any real proof. Just hearsay from people who don’t know either elf that well.”

Adrian said, “But their work histories prove they are mentally ill.”

Zane shook his head. “No, that’s not criteria for mental illness. Not being about to work for others or keeping a job is a sure sign of mental illness. You are overlooking how bad some employers are. They play games and will fire people for the dumbest reasons. Adrian, as an boss, you should know that.”

Adrian said, “How dare you! I treat my employees fairly.”

Zane raised an eyebrow. “No, you don’t. There are pages and pages of complaints of ill treatment many have suffered because of you.” He pulled out his tablet computer and showed Adrian the proof. “Too many complaints have been proven already. I wouldn’t be surprised if there will be more.”

Adrian fumed and walked back to his car.

Heath asked, “What about me?”

Zane asked, “What about you? You’ve been warned. The police will know exactly where you are. You can escape all you want, but the police will always know where you go. And I know about you too, so there is no way for you to keep getting away with being a danger to others.”

Heath screamed. “This isn’t fair. Alice and I love each other. She knows we belong together.”

Zane shook his head. “She doesn’t love you and you yourself don’t know what love is. It’s sad, but true. You can’t understand respect. That is why the cats are attacking you and not me.”

Heath gaped at the other werewolf. The cats weren’t attacking him at all. Zane stood perfectly still. The cats surrounded him, but said and did nothing to him.

Heath gasped. “This isn’t fair! Why does everyone hate me?”

Zane answered, “It’s how you treat them.”

Heath ran back to the car. “Let me in!” He beat on the windows.

Adrian sighed and unlocked the car. Heath got in and they took off. The cats dispersed. Klio and Klia calmed down.

Madeline said, “Zane, thank you for showing up. We had no idea you put a tracker into Heath.”

Zane turned to the elder elf. He smiled at her. “I know. I haven’t told everyone. That treatment is something we Guardians reserve for dangerous people like Heath. He will find it difficult to get away with anything now.”

Alice and Eliot held on to each other.

Zane looked at the young elves. “They should be fine now. As should you be, Madeline. Just let me know if they come and bother you again.”

Madeline smiled. “Thank you, Zane.”

He nodded and boarded his ship. He took off soon after.
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