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Deus



Although it is arguable, Shu Lee (2016) of the University of Sydney has estimated that around six billion people on our planet believe in the existence of a superior being from whom all creation originated. 
According to her numbers, the rest of the world population is composed of atheists, seculars, agnostics, and people who do not profess any religion, among whom believers can also be found.
The word in Latin Deus or God is one of the most used to refer to our creator in the Western cultures. However, the different religions of the world use different names to refer to God according to the attributes they have conferred upon him.

Through its history on our planet, humanity has received various revelations through a select group of people who have managed to become receptive to the presence of God and around whom some religions have been formed.

Most people who believe in God have not seen or spoken to Him, since God remains invisible to our physical senses; however, they still believe in Him, partly because they have been nourished by the revelations transmitted by different world religions about its existence and partly because they nourish the hope that there must be something more than this short period of time that we call life in an unjust, violent and deranged world that is followed by a demise that leads to nothingness and oblivion.

For Bill Cravens (1978), from the University of Michigan, we humans have a deep conviction that compassion and mercy are good, that deceit and murder are evil, and that doing good and avoiding evil is a profound truth.

The end of the path for the materialistic reductionism that would like to conclude that humans are simply natural objects, and meaningless products of chemical reactions, is the fact that not only what it can be seen is real, but also what it can not be seen is real, as evidenced by the existence of emotions and thoughts, which, despite not being able to be seen, generate effects that are obvious.

However, for an increasingly large segment of the world's population, the knowledge of God through community intermediation of a particular system of dogmas and beliefs does not respond to their nascent aspirations to establish a personal, intimate and loving relationship with their Creator, which they intuit is part of their inner being and which they should seek and find within themselves.
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Towards an Appropriate Interaction with our Creator 

––––––––
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In any interaction between two persons, including one divine and the other human, one must remain silent to be able to listen to the other. 
About this interaction, Saint John of the Cross (1618), in his book, Ascent of Mount Carmel, affirmed: “for a person to speak, it is necessary that the other keep silence; it is impossible for two people to speak at once”. In it lies the silence of God, in that although inflamed by the desire to feel his presence and listen to Him, we are not willing to keep the necessary silence in a world where the noise is constant, and not having been educated for silence, we received the impression that despite our honest aspiration, God is silent.

Our problem is one of attitude and commitment. Many of us want to find the internal kingdom of God, but perhaps not now, not at this moment, since we are fascinated with the illusions that our life presents us in this three-dimensional plane of existence, whose characteristics are known in the Dharmic religions as Samsara or "the cycle of walking without purpose, of wandering or a mundane existence" (Firth, 1997).

However, God, in his silence, wants to help us renounce our self-sufficiency and we, when in silence, stop hiding before God.  

The sense of God’s silence is that the divinity does not impose its existence on man; it remains outside the universe it has created, granting it certain autonomy and evolutionary creative capacity. In the creation there is enough light for those who wish to see, and enough darkness for those who have a contrary disposition (Lopez Quintas, 1981).

The problem with God's silence is that we expect a personal relationship with God without being prepared. Those who have achieved it, among whom are saints, prophets, and mystics of all religions, have prepared for it through great sacrifices.

Contact with God is a religious experience in the authentic sense of re-ligare, of re-binding and uniting the person with his Creator. Our way of speaking with God is to know Him little by little through contact with His presence, which spiritually infuses us with His wisdom and fullness.

However, to believe is not to know, as was evident during the conversations between Jesus of Nazareth and the doctors of the Law that he encountered on his way.

It is not possible to interact with God effectively, locked in a belief system. The belief is affirmative, and disbelief is negative, but in reality both are the same thing; they do not come from someone who knows from experience, from a true seeker, since both can lead to prejudice.

Are we then condemned to desolation in this exile, in this valley of tears?

Not necessarily, but if we are not willing to make the effort that leads us to have the religious experience necessary to know God, we will continue walking in circles.
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An indication

––––––––
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What preparation could have had those who have managed to know God? What sacrifices did they make?
In the religious iconography of Christianity there is a painting of Jesus showing his heart wrapped in flames and a crown of thorns inserted in it from which a very powerful light emanates in all directions.

There are also paintings of Mary the mother of Jesus, and of Saint Teresa of Avila and Saint Gertrude the Great, to name a few more that show the same bleeding heart within this religious tradition.

Hannuman, a mystic who is half man and half monkey, is the most ardent devotee of Lord Rama, the most important deity of Hinduism and is presented in some paintings opening his bleeding breast that shows in his interior two deities, the Lord Rama and Princess Sita his consort.

Rama represents the inner connection of all humanity with the universal being and Sita a deep cosmic aspiration. This is also the subtle indication of a path, of a path of divine union.

Let's see...
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Personal or Impersonal

All this epic is inextricably linked with the level of consciousness of each person. Let us not forget that we are that part of the cosmos in which the cosmos itself becomes conscious.

Let us pause for a moment and reflect on Jesus’ rebuke to the high priest of the Pharisees in John 8:19 when asked by the high priest, “Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also “(KJV).

It is evident that two very different levels of consciousness were facing each other; that of the high priest guided by his reason dominated by the ego and based on mental beliefs, and in a system of dogmas and rituals, and the other, the spirit of Jesus who had obtained the knowledge of God through a deep and intimate religious experience.

The Biblical scale of Jacob can also be interpreted as a succession of levels of consciousness; from the smallest and dominated by the ego to the highest and impersonal where nothing becomes everything and where when nothing is desired, everything is given. This reminds us of the emancipation of all kinds of desires and attachments to which Lord Buddha invites us as the only way to get rid of the world of Samsara or the cycle of death and rebirth to which life in the material world is linked.

If the person achieves this goal, an interaction is enabled where the being transcends itself and communicates with the divine, with the divine nature in essence, the head of God. In silence and consciousness, the mind dissolves, disappears, and divinity is revealed.

Let’s consider the following: at the lowest level of consciousness, God is impersonal because our ego dominates us while at the highest and impersonal level of consciousness, God is personal through our self-transcendence.

God is immanent (personal, by his closest intimacy) in the human being, and omnipresent (impersonal) by his continuous process of creation in the universe.

The more we are impersonal, the closer we get to God and the more we are personal, God is further away and inaudible because he is impersonal in the creation.

It is rather our impersonality that takes time to consolidate. God can approach any of us at any time because this are His attributes, He is always close, but despite His closeness we are far from His presence due to being too personal (dominated by ego and reason).

Approaching God does not happen in time or space, it is rather a spiritual journey within us. When God decides to approach those who are not impersonal yet, it is because of their suffering.

The impersonality that pleases God is shown in Jesus’ comment in Mark 12: 41-44 about the poor widow who gives everything she has to help. 

Mark relates that Jesus sat down in front of the place where the offerings were taking place and observed the crowd depositing their money in the treasury of the
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