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    Introduction



    Simón Bolívar is one of history’s most influential people in regards to
    shaping the world into what we know it today. Nicknamed “The Liberator”—a
    name which he held proudly—Bolívar once said he would choose to be a
    liberator over being an emperor or a king any day.



    Bolívar was strongly influenced as a young man by one of his tutors who led
    him down the path of liberal thought. Even early on in his life, Bolívar
    wanted independence for his home country of Venezuela. But it wouldn’t stop
    there. Bolívar is the person credited with creating several separate
    sovereign states, which are still countries today; Venezuela, Ecuador,
    Panama, Bolivia, Peru, and Colombia all used to be under Spanish rule.



    As his political career took off, Bolívar became the leader of many
    revolutions in the Viceroyalty of New Granada to end Spanish rule. His
    career would take him through serving as the president of Gran Colombia
    from 1819 until the year he died, 1830. He also simultaneously served as
    the dictator of Peru for a few years from 1823 to 1826.



    Once he had gotten quite deep into his political career, Bolívar would play
    a crucial role in the independence movement of Latin America. That movement
    would cost a lot of time, money, energy, and lives. Gaining the
    independence of Venezuela, Peru, Panama, Ecuador, Colombia, and Bolivia
    required on average 1,400 men for each battle, and there were 696 battles
    altogether. The numbers are staggering, but to Bolívar the price to pay for
    the freedom of the countries in his region was worth it.



    Because of his significant contribution in fighting for the Spanish
    colonies’ independence from Spain, Simón Bolívar is looked upon as a
    revered icon throughout most of present-day Latin America. As shown by the
    countless statues of his likeness placed across the land, he is remembered
    as a hero and a liberator.



Chapter One



    A Difficult Childhood



    “Morals and lights are our first necessities.”



    —Simón Bolívar



    Life began for Simón Bolívar, whose given name was Simón José Antonio de la
    Santísima Trinidad Bolívar Palacios Ponte y Blanco, on July 24, 1783. He
    was born in Caracas, in modern-day Venezuela to parents of well-established
    wealth and power. His father, Colonel Don Juan Vincent Bolívar, was of
    aristocratic Spanish descent. His mother, Maria de la Concepción Palacios,
    came from a long line of nobles and even royalty.



    The Bolívars had four children, of which Simón was the youngest. He would
    have had a younger sister had she not died at birth. Bolívar did not get to
    spend a lot of time with his parents. At first he was raised by the
    family’s slave, a nurse named Hipólita. He was eventually sent back to his
    parents, but his father died soon after when Bolívar was only three years
    of age. His mother did not make it very much longer; he was just about to
    turn nine when she died. During those early years of his life, due to the
    circumstances with losing his parents and the back and forth he went
    through, Bolívar spent a lot of time with Hipólita. Bolívar was known to
    have referred to her as “the only mother I have known.”



    After both of Bolívar’s parents were gone, he was brought up by his uncle,
    who also managed his inheritance. His uncle secured tutors for Bolívar’s
    education. There were several, but one of these tutors, Simón Rodríguez,
    would prove to be highly influential in his life. He not only played a huge
    role in his childhood years, but he would again play a crucial role in the
    political phase of Bolívar’s life. Rodríguez is responsible for introducing
    Bolívar to a different world of thought, a form of eighteenth-century
    liberalism. That introduction would be a key factor in what Bolívar
    accomplished later in his life.



    Bolívar lost his tutor and friend Rodríguez in 1797. Rodríguez had been
    said to be conspiring against the government in Caracas, which was under
    Spanish rule, and was subsequently exiled from the country. Bolívar was
    only 14 years old. With his mentor gone, Bolívar decided to join the
    military academy Milicias de Aragua. In 1800, he was sent all the way to
    Europe to continue his military education in Madrid, the capital of Spain.



    On his way to Europe, Bolívar made a visit to Veracruz and was permitted to
    see the viceroy while he was there. During his visit, Bolívar became
    impassioned talking about the independence of America and the French
    Revolution. He shared his thoughts about how those countries’ fight for
    their independence should be a thing to celebrate, making it clear that he
    was praising the people of France and America for their efforts to obtain
    freedom from their unwanted rulers. The Spanish officials who were in
    audience with the viceroy and were hearing what Bolívar had to say about
    revolutionists found his beliefs to be unsettling.



    After his stop in Veracruz, Bolívar continued to Spain and studied there
    for the next two years. During that time, in 1801, Bolívar met and married
    his wife, María Teresa Rodríguez del Toro y Alayza. She was the daughter of
    a Spanish nobleman. After his two years of military studies, Bolívar left
    Spain with his wife and took her back to Caracas. The marriage was
    short-lived as she died of yellow fever on January 22, 1803. Her tragic and
    premature death is what some people think was the catalyst that led Bolívar
    to pursue a political career.



    In 1804, Bolívar went back to Europe to get away from the place where his
    wife had died. He needed a way to get on with life and deal with his grief.
    In Europe, he hoped to be able to focus his attention on other subjects
    that interested him, such as politics. He found a place to live in Paris
    where he met back up with Rodríguez, his long-lost mentor. The two of them
    spent time studying whatever writings they could find by European
    rationalists. They read Thomas Hobbes, Count de Buffon, John Locke, Jean le
    Rond d’Alembert, Georges-Louis Leclerc, and Claude-Adrien Helvétius. They
    also read Rousseau, Voltaire, and Montesquieu. These last three had a
    tremendous impact on Bolívar.



    At this point, Bolívar also met the German scientist Alexander von
    Humboldt. Humboldt had just returned to Paris from a five-year-long journey
    where he had traveled all throughout Hispanic America. Humboldt left a
    lasting impression in Bolívar’s mind when he told Bolívar that he found the
    Spanish colonies to be urgently wanting independence. Humboldt planted a
    seed into Bolívar’s brain that would grow and grow into what would one day
    be an entire Latin American independence movement. Bolívar commented to
    Humboldt once, “In truth, what a brilliant fate—that of the New World, if
    only its people were freed of their yoke.” The response he received back
    was not one he liked nor would soon forget; Humboldt agreed that the region
    needed to be liberated from the Spanish hold but said, “I cannot see the
    man who is to achieve it.”



    Later, on a trip with his friend Rodríguez, Bolívar, who was only 22 years
    old at the time, got down on his knees and professed to Rodríguez that he
    would find a way to liberate his beloved country. They were standing at the
    top of the Monte Sacro, a hill on the banks of the river Aniene in Rome,
    when the vow was made. Monte Sacro was known to stand for independence and
    freedom from its place in Roman history when the lower-class plebeians
    fought for increased rights and power against the upper-class patricians.



    Another highly influential event that happened while Bolívar was in Europe
    was the crowning of Napoleon in Notre Dame. He was there at the ceremony,
    and it touched him deeply. Bolívar was not a fan of Napoleon but held a
    sort of aspiration to be like him, receiving the kind of adoration and
    veneration that he did. Bolívar had a strong desire to experience the glory
    of a hero; it was a character trait that was deeply ingrained in his heart.
    Bearing witness to the coronation of Napoleon and seeing what one man could
    accomplish on his own truly inspired Bolívar at his core. It strengthened
    his resolve to become the liberator for all of the Spanish colonies and a
    hero to the people.



    In 1807, Bolívar returned to Venezuela. His quest for the liberation of his
    beloved country was about to take off, and his political life was going to
    go into full swing.



Conclusion



    Simón Bolívar by most accounts was a hero of the Hispanic American people.
    His efforts to free the Latin American countries from the rule of Spain are
    what shaped that part of the world, and he will forever be remembered for
    establishing independence in the region.



    Bolívar had a different vision to many other people. Where other political
    figures of the time only saw separate nation-states, Bolívar envisioned the
    world divided by continents; the continents consisted of unified countries
    who were part of alliances with their neighbors.



    He was a man who, while he did seek glory for himself, was always looking
    out for the good of the people. He wanted the people of Hispanic America to
    be able to run their countries from within, not have to follow the rules of
    leaders in a country halfway around the world. He fought tooth and nail to
    win freedom for all the inhabitants of Gran Colombia. He believed in
    government, but one that was for the people, not for the viceroy. Even all
    the way up to the end of his life, Bolívar tried to do what was right for
    the people of his beloved homeland. He left his position and then his home,
    knowing that his existence could cause danger to the people around him.



    Bolívar was a revolutionary figure who stands out in South American
    history. A visionary and a liberalist, he knew early on in his life that he
    wanted to see his part of the world changed and, as he grew, he took the
    necessary steps to make those dreams a reality. Few figures—if any—in
    Hispanic American history have achieved the level of fame to which Bolívar
    has risen.


