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			Jack London

			American writer

			
					Born in San Francisco in 1876

					Died in Glen Ellen in 1916

					Notable works:	The Call of the Wild (1903), novel

	The Sea-Wolf (1904), novel

	White Fang (1906), novel




			

			An adventurous and committed man, Jack London was born in San Francisco in 1876. From 1890, his love for the sea brought him to distant lands (Japan, England, the American Far North, Cuba) which inspired his novels. His literary career really took off in 1903 with The Call of the Wild which achieved enormous success. 

			Alongside his literary activity, Jack London got involved in politics by joining the Socialist Party. He was then the war correspondent on the Russo-Japanese frontline in 1904. Worn down by his never-ending financial problems and his excessive consumption of alcohol, Jack London died in 1916 at just 40 years old. He is still considered one of the greatest American authors. 

		


		
			White Fang

			The travels of a lonely wolf

			
					Genre: young adult novel

					Reference edition: London, J. (2016) The Call of the Wild and White Fang. Delaware: Clydesdale Press.

					First edition: 1906

					Themes: wolf, nature, initiation, cruelty, survival, the Far North 

			

			Published in 1906, White Fang is part of a series of stories inspired by Jack London’s travels in the American and Canadian Far North. Unlike The Call of the Wild, a story which tells of a dog’s return to savagery, White Fang tells the story of a tame wolf who gradually becomes familiar with the human world. The novel could also be considered an initiation, as the main character is a young wolf who faces the cruelty of humanity. White Fang also recounts one chapter of American history; the California Gold Rush and the struggles of coexisting with the Native Americans. 

		


		
			Summary

			Part one – The Northland Wild

			Bill and Henry are sledging across the vast plains of the Far North (called ­­the Northland Wild) in order to take their friend’s body to Fort McGurry. The journey becomes increasingly perilous when their dogs begin to disappear or to flee. The two men realise that they are being followed by a pack of wolves. A she-wolf with red fur seems to be following them very closely, without showing any fear of mankind. Bill becomes more and more tense at the idea of being followed day and night by glowing eyes. He decides to go and confront the wolves, who are attacking one of his last dogs, but they devour him as well. 

			Left all alone, Henry begins the fight for his own survival. He abandons the coffin and the sled and surrounds himself with a circle of flames, the last barrier that separates him from the ferocious wolves. Just as he is about to be devoured, Henry is saved by a group of fur trappers. 

			Part two – born in the wild

			The story leaves the world of men behind in favour of following the journey of the she-wolf with red fur. She attracts the attention of an old male, One Eye, who quickly gets rid of any love rivals. The wolf couple travel the vast, icy plains in search of a territory. 

			It is there, in spring, that five young wolves are born. Only one of them survives; the frost and hunger kill the others. One Eye dies in a fight against a lynx. 

			Now alone with his mother, the young male must learn to hunt and to survive amongst predators. His instinct guides him further and further away from his territory, until he too is attacked by the lynx. With his mother’s help, the young wolf manages to finally vanquish his opponent. 

			Part three – the Gods of the wild

			For the first time, the young wolf comes across humans. He sees Native Americans on his way to hunt. His mother is not afraid of the men and seems to be submissive to their orders. The reader then learns that the she-wolf was born as a result of cross-breeding between a female dog belonging to a Native American and a wolf. Gray Beaver, one of the Native Americans, names her Kiche and names her little son White Fang. The two wolves are brought to his camp. 

			White Fang is quickly separated from his mother, who is sold to another group of Native Americans. The young wolf then discovers the cruelty of human authority; the men mock, humiliate and beat him. White Fang also becomes the sworn enemy of the Native Americans’ dogs. Forced to defend himself against all of this hatred, the young wolf becomes aggressive and savage, attacking any potential rival. The wolf is torn between submitting to the men and his uncontrollable desire to return to savagery. In spring, his mother returns to camp but, having had another litter of cubs, she does not acknowledge him. 

			Part four – the superior Gods

			The Indians suffer a terrible famine. Gray Beaver therefore decides to move towards the north. White Fang becomes a sled dog and the rest of the pack is envious of the special relationship he seems to share with his owner. Some years later, in 1898, Gray Beaver and his dogs end up in Yukon, which saw the mass arrival of gold miners. As Gray Beaver is selling all sorts of goods, he meets a man named Beauty Smith who wants to buy White Fang. At first, the Native American refuses, but Beauty Smith manages to convince him by repeatedly selling him whisky.

			White Fang is sold to a terribly cruel man; Beauty Smith turns the wolf into a fighting animal and organises bets. White Fang quickly becomes a circus animal; he wins an impressive series of fights and his reputation precedes him in the entire region. One day, he is taken down by a strong opponent; a bulldog. White Fang is saved at the very last moment by Weedom Scott, a mining engineer, and Matt, a dog handler. Although at first he wants to kill White Fang due to his aggression, Scott manages to tame the animal through patience, communication and touch. The wolf becomes his loyal companion and totally relies on his new owner. They build a loving relationship. 

			Part five – the taming 

			Weedom Scott makes White Fang a sled dog. He manages to make him obey him without using brutality or force. The wolf and his owner have a very special bond; White Fang trusts him completely and seems to yield to his authority. With the high season coming to an end, Scott considers returning to his house in California. He does not plan on bringing the wolf with him, given the region’s climate. But, faced with White Fang’s incessant cries, as he is feeling abandoned, he has to change his mind and he sets off accompanied by his loyal companion. 

			The wolf then discovers a new life; far from the glacial plains, he gets more and more used to Scott’s home, family and the animals in the area. The wolf becomes a sort of guard dog for the whole house. He saves the family by stopping a dangerous convict who has escaped from prison and has cubs with Scott’s dog. 
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