

[image: Cover Image]



[image: ]




[image: ]



Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in well-managed forests and other controlled sources. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.

Orders: please contact Hachette UK Distribution, Hely Hutchinson Centre, Milton Road, Didcot, Oxfordshire, OX11 7HH. Telephone: (44) 01235 827827. Email: education@hachette.co.uk

Lines are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday. You can also order through our website: www.hoddereducation.co.uk

ISBN: 978 1 5104 2853 9
eISBN: 978 1 5104 2752 5

© Toby Cooper

First published in 2018 by
Hodder Education,
An Hachette UK Company
Carmelite House
50 Victoria Embankment
London EC4Y 0DZ

Impression number            10 9 8 7 6 5

Year        2022

All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or held within any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, www.cla.co.uk

Typeset in India by Aptara

Printed in Spain

A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library.


[image: ]






Contents


1 UK politics

1.1 Democracy

1.2 Participation

1.3 Pressure groups

1.4 Rights in context

1.5 Political parties

1.6 UK political parties

1.7 UK electoral systems

1.8 Referendums

1.9 Voting behaviour

1.10 Factors affecting elections

End of section 1 questions

2 UK government

2.1 Development of the UK constitution

2.2 Constitutional reform

2.3 Devolution

2.4 Workings of Parliament

2.5 Parliament and government

2.6 Structure of the executive

2.7 The prime minister

2.8 The Cabinet

2.9 The Supreme Court

2.10 The EU

End of section 2 questions

3 Ideologies

3.1 Liberalism

3.2 Conservatism

3.3 Socialism

End of section 3 questions

4 US politics

4.1 The US Constitution

4.2 Congress

4.3 The presidency

4.4 The US Supreme Court

4.5 Civil rights

4.6 US elections

4.7 US parties

4.8 US interest groups

End of section 4 questions





Getting the most from this book


This Need to Know guide is designed to help you throughout your course as a companion to your learning and a revision aid in the months or weeks leading up to the final exams.

The following features in each section will help you get the most from the book.
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You need to know

Each topic begins with a list summarising what you ‘need to know’ in this topic for the exam.
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Exam tip

Key knowledge you need to demonstrate in the exam, tips on exam technique, common misconceptions to avoid and important things to remember.

[image: ]






[image: ]

Do you know?

Questions at the end of each topic to test you on some of its key points. Check your answers here: www.hoddereducation.co.uk/needtoknow/answers
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Key terms

Definitions of highlighted terms in the text to make sure you know the essential terminology for your subject.
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Synoptic links

Reminders of how knowledge and skills from different topics in your A-level relate to one another.
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End of section questions

Questions at the end of each main section of the book to test your knowledge of the specification area covered. Check your answers here: www.hoddereducation.co.uk/needtoknow/answers
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1 UK politics



1.1 Democracy
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You need to know


	•  democracy means rule by the people

	•  democracy can be direct or indirect

	•  franchise and suffrage mean the right to vote

	•  who can vote has changed

	•  pressure groups seek to influence government, both promoting and harming democracy

	•  rights are essential in a democracy

	•  that there have been conflicts over rights
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Representative and direct democracy


Features of democracy

Democracy is:


	•  rule by the people

	•  it can be direct or indirect
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Key term

Direct democracy When decisions are made directly by the people.
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Exam tip

Different types of democracy will result in different outcomes; this is not the same as being ‘undemocratic’.

[image: ]




Functions of democracy include:


	•  representation

	•  accountability

	•  participation

	•  power dispersal

	•  legitimacy

	•  education
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Exam tip

Remember the functions of democracy by the acronym RAPPLE.
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Direct and representative democracy

The UK is a representative democracy with some direct elements:


	•  Direct elements include referendums, petitions, citizens’ juries and public consultations.

	•  Representative elements include elections, Parliament and devolved bodies.
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Key terms

Representative democracy When the people elect a representative to make decisions on their behalf.

Legitimacy The legal right to make decisions and take action.
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Direct democracy

Table 1 Advantages and disadvantages of direct democracy




	Advantages
	Disadvantages





	A purer form of democracy
	Not practical



	Greater legitimacy to a decision
	Leads to tyranny of the majority



	Improves political participation
	Undermines elected representatives



	Increases public engagement
	Can be low turnout



	Educates the public
	People do not understand the issues



	It works
	People decide emotionally
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Synoptic links

Referendums are the most common form of direct democracy; arguments about referendums apply to direct democracy.

In the USA, initiatives are used, which are like referendums but are initiated by the people, not the government.
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Representative democracy
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Synoptic link

Elections are fundamental to a representative democracy, but different electoral systems can have very different results.
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Table 2 Evaluation of representative democracy in the UK




	Element
	Positive
	Negative





	Elections
	Regular elections
	The monarch and Lords are not elected



	Turnout
	Increasing since 2001 in general elections
	Other elections usually below 50%



	Universal suffrage
	Everyone over 18 with few exceptions can vote
	Case for 16 and 17-year olds to vote, prisoners cannot vote, homeless are often excluded



	Party system
	UK has a multi-party system
	Safe seats and two-party dominance



	Pressure groups
	Campaign for and protect minority interests
	Act in own self-interest rather than national good



	Parliamentary sovereignty
	Parliament has power to control the government
	Parliament is usually dominated by the government



	Devolution
	Spreads power to local communities
	Has created an imbalance in the UK system; the West Lothian question









Reforming UK democracy

Problems with UK democracy could be solved by reforming the system.
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Exam tip

Consider the aim of each reform and why it might be needed.
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Table 3 Assessment of potential democratic reforms




	Reform
	Positive
	Negative





	Electoral reform
	Proportional/fairer results
	Confusing; lack of clear mandate



	Compulsory voting
	Increased turnout
	Ill-informed voting



	Elected Lords
	More democratic
	Potential gridlock



	English devolution
	Solves West Lothian question
	Undermines Parliament/UK



	Online voting
	Increased/easier turnout
	Fear of hacking/corruption



	Codifying the constitution
	Limit the power of the government
	Increase the power of the judiciary



	State funding for parties
	Fairer competition
	Extremist parties get public money
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Key term

Mandate The legitimacy given to carry out manifesto promises, usually through elections.
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Synoptic link

Democratic reforms in the UK would also be constitutional reforms.
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Do you know?


	1  What are the main types of democracy?

	2  What is the role of direct democracy in the UK political system?

	3  Why is democracy important?

	4  How does representative democracy operate in the UK?

	5  What are the problems with UK democracy?

	6  How and why should UK democracy be reformed?



[image: ]







1.2 Participation
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You need to know


	•  how the franchise has been extended

	•  about campaigns to extend the franchise

	•  ways in which people can participate

	•  arguments for and against a participation crisis in the UK
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Extension of the franchise

Who has the franchise is important because:


	•  Those who can vote decide who will run the country.

	•  Those who have suffrage can vote for their own interests.

	•  Politicians can ignore those without the franchise.

	•  People who contribute to the state (paying taxes or military service) should have a say in how it is run.
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Key terms

The franchise Who has the right to vote.

Suffrage The right to vote.
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The franchise was extended many times between 1832 and 1969, shown in Table 4.

Table 4 The extension of the franchise




	Reform
	Who could vote





	The Great Reform Act, 1832
	Property owners/wealthy renters



	The Representation of the People Act, 1918
	All men 21+
Married women 30+




	The Equal Franchise Act, 1928
	All men and women 21+



	The Representation of the People Act, 1969
	All men and women 18+
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Synoptic link

Lowering the voting age to 16 is supported by the Labour Party, Green Party, SNP and Liberal Democrats and has happened in the Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly.
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Modern campaigns to extend the franchise

Groups barred from voting:


	•  under 18s

	•  prisoners

	•  those sectioned

	•  lords and monarch



The ‘Votes at 16’ campaign aims to extend the franchise to 16-year-olds because they believe that they will be:


	•  engaged

	•  empowered

	•  inspired



Methods used by the campaign include:


	•  adopting a Lord (to petition)

	•  a draft document to send to your MP

	•  advice on raising awareness, through its website and promotional literature

	•  encouraging debate and discussion



By giving 16-year-olds the right to vote, problems relating to a democratic deficit may be alleviated.
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Key term

Democratic deficit When those in power are not held effectively accountable and undemocratic elements undermine democracy.

[image: ]






[image: ]

Exam tips


	•  You need to be able to argue both sides effectively, even if you strongly support one side over the other.

	•  Participation needs to be active and involve doing something.



[image: ]






Participation
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Synoptic link

Participation is closely linked to elections, party activities and the work of MPs in Parliament.
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Key term

Participation crisis The concern that participation levels in politics are falling, undermining the legitimacy of British democracy.
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Exam tips


	•  A question on a participation crisis is not black and white and depends on perspective; in some ways there is and in other ways there is not a crisis, so stress this point in evaluating.

	•  Consider the word ‘crisis’ and whether this is an appropriate word for what occurs in the UK.
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Is there a participation crisis?




	Yes
	No





	
	•  Falling turnout

	•  Decline in party membership

	•  End of corporatism



	
	•  Increased turnout since 2001

	•  More parties

	•  Labour membership has increased

	•  Increased pressure group membership

	•  Rise of social campaigns
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Synoptic link

Participation in elections is closely related to voting patterns and trends across elections.
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Do you know?


	1  Who currently has the franchise and who is excluded?

	2  How and why was the franchise extended?

	3  What methods has the campaign for Votes at 16 used?

	4  What are the main methods of participating in politics in the UK?

	5  Why is participation important?

	6  Why can the UK be said to be experiencing a participation crisis?

	7  What is the evidence to suggest that the UK is not suffering from a participation crisis?
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1.3 Pressure groups
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You need to know


	•  what a pressure group is

	•  different types of groups

	•  pressure group methods

	•  other types of groups
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Types of group

Key pressure group distinctions:


	•  sectional vs causal

	•  insider vs outsider
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Key terms

Pressure groups Organisations that attempt to put pressure on those in power to achieve their aims.

Sectional groups Groups that campaign for their own interests.

Causal groups Groups that campaign for a cause on behalf of others.
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Exam tips


	•  None of the group distinctions are perfect and many groups have elements of both: the British Medical Association (BMA) will promote public health issues (causal) but also campaign for the interests of doctors (sectional).

	•  Insider/outsider status of pressure groups can change depending on the government.
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Synoptic link

Pressure groups are often compared and related to particular parties; the distinction between a party and pressure group can be blurred.
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Pressure group methods:


	•  demonstrations

	•  publicity campaigns

	•  strike

	•  test cases

	•  civil disobedience

	•  publicity stunts

	•  force the government lobbying



Table 6 Pressure group case studies




	Group
	Successes
	Lack of success





	BMA
	Lobbying the government to ban work place smoking
	Preventing the establishment of a ‘7 day’ NHS



	End Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) European network
	Persuading governments to enact laws against FGM
	Creating unified European strategy
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Exam tip

Being unsuccessful and failing are not necessarily the same thing; unsuccessful can mean an aim is not yet achieved; failure means the aim cannot be achieved.
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Other types of groups

Think tanks:


	•  develop policy ideas

	•  research key areas

	•  promote a sectional agenda



Lobbyists:


	•  are groups with personal connections to those in power

	•  are hired by other groups to gain access to those in power

	•  seek to persuade those in power on behalf of other people (who pay)
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Key terms

Think tanks Groups that are privately funded to research and develop policy ideas.

Lobbyists People hired to persuade those in power.
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Corporations:


	•  are big businesses and financial organisations

	•  control an important sector of the economy

	•  seek favourable legislation and government action

	•  can threaten to relocate to pressure the government
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Synoptic link

Think tanks have replaced the party function of policy formulation in recent years.
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Do you know?


	1  What are the key classifications of pressure groups?

	2  What is the purpose of groups in a democracy?

	3  Why do different pressure groups adopt different methods?

	4  How have two pressure groups had success and limited success?

	5  What do lobbyists, think tanks and corporations do?
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1.4 Rights in context
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You need to know


	•  the difference between civil rights and liberties

	•  the difference between positive and negative rights

	•  areas of rights conflict

	•  how rights are protected
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Civil rights and liberties

Human rights are absolute, universal and fundamental.


	•  positive rights = clearly set out in law

	•  negative rights = not illegal
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Key terms

Civil rights Freedom to do something.

Civil liberties Freedom from the government.
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The Human Rights Act (1998) changed negative rights into positive rights.
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Synoptic link

The Human Rights Act is a key part of the UK constitution and regulates the relationship between the different branches of government.
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Civic responsibilities




	Legal responsibilities
	Social responsibilities





	
	•  Obey the law

	•  Pay taxes

	•  Respect others

	•  Performing public service



	
	•  Voting

	•  Taking care of yourself

	•  Taking care of your environment










Rights conflicts


	•  Rights are upheld by the judiciary and the government.

	•  There are conflicts between the government and the senior judges over which rights are protected and how.
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Key terms

Civic responsibilities Duties a citizen is expected to perform. They can be legal or social.

Judiciary The judiciary refers to the judges in the UK. In political terms it specifically means the senior judges who interpret the law.
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Synoptic link

Rights conflicts have risen as judicial power has evolved; see section 2 on the Supreme Court.
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Rights protection

Are judges or Parliament better at protecting rights?

Table 7 Judicial vs parliamentary protection




	Judicial

	Parliamentary






	Strengths
	Weaknesses
	Strengths
	Weaknesses



	Power of judicial review
	Lacks power to enforce
	Parliamentary sovereignty
	Parliament dominated by government



	Legal expertise
	Unaccountable
	Passes/amends Acts
	Can suspend Human Rights Act (HRA)



	Independence
	Works with government
	Representative
	Political



	Neutrality
	Unrepresentative
	Accountable
	Populist
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Synoptic link

Liberties are often protections from the government, but the government and Parliament are supposed to defend civil rights.

[image: ]






[image: ]

Exam tip

You should be able to explain why each strength is a strength and each weakness is a weakness.
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Do you know?


	1  What are the key types of rights in the UK?

	2  Why are rights important in a democracy?

	3  How are rights protected in the UK?

	4  Why has there been conflict between the government and judiciary over rights?
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1.5 Political parties
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You need to know


	•  the features of political parties

	•  the functions of political parties in a representative democracy

	•  the types of activity parties organise

	•  how parties are funded

	•  debates surrounding party funding
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Features of parties

Features of political parties:


	•  range of interests

	•  contest elections to win

	•  seek to gain power

	•  internally democratic

	•  regulated by the Electoral Commission

	•  have members with similar backgrounds
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Key term

Political parties Groups of people with similar beliefs, which promote ideas and/or causes that are important to their members.
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Functions of parties

Parties play an important role in representative democracies. They contest elections, turn general ideas into clear policy proposals through publishing a manifesto, hold governments to account and provide a link between the people and those in power.

Table 8 Party functions and activities




	Functions
	Activities





	
	•  Representation of members

	•  Participation in party activities

	•  Education of the public

	•  Recruitment of candidates for office

	•  Policy formulation

	•  Sustaining government

	•  Scrutinising government



	
	•  Canvassing

	•  Delivering leaflets

	•  Fundraising dinners

	•  Selecting candidates

	•  Local party meetings

	•  ‘Get out the vote’ activities

	•  Organising conferences
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Synoptic link

Parties play an important role in promoting democracy in the UK and can be contrasted with pressure groups.
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Exam tip

Although the UK is often seen as a two-party system, it is important to understand how it can be described differently and that different parts of the UK have different party systems.
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Party systems

Table 9 Different party systems



	Single-party
	Only one party exists and has total control



	Dominant party
	One party dominates the system, though others exist



	Two-party
	Two parties have a chance of gaining power



	Two-and-a-half-party
	Two main parties and a significant minor party which will act as ‘king-maker’



	Multi-party
	Many parties have a chance of gaining power through coalitions






Party funding

To contest elections and fulfil their other functions, parties require funds. Usually this comes from private sources, such as membership fees and wealthy donors or groups, but these sources have been declining since the 1970s. Since then, the introduction of short money and Cranborne money have given some limited form of state party funding to opposition parties to help them hold the government to account.
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Synoptic link

The success of parties and the nature of the party system often comes down to how parties are perceived through their portrayal in the media.
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Key terms

Party system Political system comprising a number of parties that competitively contest elections.

Short money State funds given to opposition parties in the House of Commons to cover costs and help fund scrutiny of the government.

Cranborne money State funds for opposition parties in the House of Lords.

State party funding Money given to political parties to cover their costs from the taxpayer.
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Controversies in the late 1990s and early 2000s over where party money was coming from led to two new regulations:


	•  Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act, 2000

	•  Political Parties and Elections Act, 2009



Plans to introduce full state funding are controversial and keenly debated as shown in Table 10.

Table 10 Arguments for and against the state funding of parties




	For
	Against





	It would reduce the influence of wealthy individuals and groups.
	Taxpayer money should not be spent funding party activities.



	It might improve the image of politics by making it appear less corrupt.
	It might increase perception of corruption if taxpayer money is misspent.



	It would allow parties to compete on a more equal basis.
	Parties will remain unequal depending on membership size and other factors.



	It could be used to promote smaller parties outside of Westminster.
	People may object to taxpayer money being given to fund extremist parties.



	It would reduce the need for politicians to waste time raising funds.
	Many fundraising activities involve democratic participation.
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Synoptic link

Attempts to limit party spending and funding in the USA have been limited by constitutional rulings that they undermine free speech and free expression, leading to American elections costing billions, while UK elections are in the millions.
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Do you know?


	1  What is a political party?

	2  Why are parties important in a democracy?

	3  What do political parties do?

	4  What are the different party systems?

	5  What reforms have been introduced to party funding since 2000?

	6  What are the arguments for and against state funding of parties?
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1.6 UK political parties
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You need to know


	•  the differences between left wing and right wing

	•  the differences between and within parties

	•  what social democracy means

	•  different types of parties that operate in the UK

	•  the key policies and ideals of the established parties in the UK
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Classifying parties in the UK

Table 11 UK party types




	Mainstream
	Nationalist
	Single-issue





	
	•  Conservatives

	•  Labour

	•  Liberal Democrats (originally the Liberal Party)



	
	•  SNP

	•  Plaid Cymru

	•  Mebyon Kernow

	•  British Democratic Party

	•  English Democrats



	
	•  UKIP

	•  Green Party

	•  Christian Democratic Party








Parties can also be classified by where they sit on the political spectrum between the left wing and right wing.
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Key terms

Mainstream parties Those parties that have been prominent for over 100 years and seek to represent the whole UK across many issues.

Nationalist parties Parties representing a nationalist identity and agenda based on regional and cultural cause.

Single-issue parties Parties that have one driving ideological cause that informs all other policy decisions.

Political spectrum A left–right spectrum that is based on a belief in the role of government and economic principles.

Left wing Those who tend to favour greater government involvement and a regulated economy.

Right wing Those who tend to believe in a smaller role for the government and a less regulated economy.
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Figure 1 The British political spectrum





The mainstream parties


The Conservative party

The two main schools of thought in the Conservative Party are:


	•  One nation: Conservative ideology that believes society should provide support to ensure the gap between rich and poor is not substantial.

	•  Thatcherite: neo-liberal ideology that promotes the role of the individual and reduces the role of the state.



Table 12 Key Conservative policies in 2017




	Policy area
	One nation
	Thatcherite





	Economy
	
	•  Expand apprenticeships

	•  Cap on energy prices



	
	•  Raising the personal tax allowance

	•  No rise in taxation, VAT or National Insurance

	•  Private funding of social care






	Home affairs
	
	•  A law on ‘victim’s rights’

	•  Commitments to protect EU residents already in the UK



	
	•  Limit immigration

	•  ‘The snooper’s charter’






	Health
	
	•  Increase NHS spending



	
	•  Integrate health and social care






	Education
	
	•  Increase grammar schools

	•  Protect school funding per pupil



	
	•  Continue supporting privately funded academies






	Foreign affairs
	
	•  Remain in the single market



	
	•  Leave the EU










The Labour party

The two main schools of thought in the Labour party revolve around the ideas of:


	•  Social democracy: a form of socialism that operates within a capitalist system where the government promotes wealth redistribution to provide for greater social equality, commonly associated with Old Labour.

	•  Third way or Blue Labour: a compromise between Old Labour social democracy and Thatcherite neo-liberalism; it is pragmatic and promotes individualism within a social framework.
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Synoptic link

Despite a party’s name, it may not consistently follow an ideology; the Conservative party can be described as being liberal on economic matters.
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Table 13 Key Labour policies in 2017




	Policy area
	Old Labour
	New/Blue Labour





	Economy
	
	•  Increase minimum wage

	•  Reintroduce a higher top rate of tax



	
	•  Cut the deficit and balance the economy

	•  No rise in VAT, National Insurance or income tax






	Home affairs
	
	•  Cap on non-EU workers

	•  Restrict immigration

	•  Scrap police crime commissioners



	
	•  Establish a victim’s law






	Health
	
	•  Additional funding for the NHS



	
	•  Limit the profit private firms can make from the NHS






	Education
	
	•  Scrap university tuition fees

	•  End charitable status of private schools



	
	•  Create privately funded academies and expand them






	Foreign affairs
	
	•  Support Brexit



	
	•  Support for a softer Brexit retaining the single market










The Liberal Democrats

The two main schools of thought in the Liberal Democrats are:


	•  Classical liberalism: a liberal ideology that promotes personal liberty and a limited role for the government in economic matters, associated with the Orange Book group.

	•  Social liberalism: a type of liberalism that focuses on individual rights and liberties for the individual that will ensure protection for all through government intervention to promote tolerance and equality.



Table 14 Key Liberal Democrat policies in 2017




	Policy area
	Orange Book
	Social liberals





	Economy
	
	•  Deal with the deficit through a mixture of cuts and tax rises



	
	•  Introduce a 1p tax increase to fund the NHS






	Home affairs
	
	•  New claimants to attend English language course before receiving Job Seeker’s allowance



	
	•  End imprisonment for drugs for personal use






	Health
	
	•  Integrate health and social care budgets



	
	•  Increase NHS spending






	Education
	
	•  Maintain university tuition fees



	
	•  A core curriculum including sex education






	Foreign affairs
	
	•  End nuclear deterrent

	•  Remain in the single market



	
	•  End nuclear deterrent

	•  Remain in the EU
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Do you know?


	1  What are the differences between left-wing and right-wing ideas?

	2  How can the main political parties be classified?

	3  How do the main parties relate to ideologies?

	4  How are the main parties structured?

	5  What divisions exist within the main parties?
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1.7 UK electoral systems
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You need to know


	•  the purpose of elections

	•  the different types of electoral systems

	•  the workings of FPTP, SV, STV and AMS

	•  the advantages and disadvantages of each electoral system

	•  why different electoral systems are used for different elections

	•  the impact different electoral systems have had

	•  how different electoral systems affect party representation



[image: ]




Elections play a vital role in democracies as they bestow democratic legitimacy on those elected to power as well as providing opportunities for representation and participation.
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Key term

Democratic legitimacy The consent of the people to be governed by the government, usually through elections.
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Synoptic links

To be democratic, elections should be free and fair.

Rights of free speech and press help to make elections free, while the principle of one person one vote and equal-sized constituencies are designed to make elections fair.
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Table 15 Types of electoral systems




	Type
	Description
	Example





	Plurality
	A candidate only needs one more vote than anyone else.
	FPTP



	Majoritarian
	Candidates are expected to achieve a majority of the votes (50%+1).
	SV



	Proportional representation
	Votes are allocated on a proportional basis across large multi-member constituencies.
	STV



	Hybrid systems
	Any system that combines a mixture of two other types of system.
	AMS






First past the post (FPTP)

The main voting system of the UK, FPTP, is a plurality system that requires only one more vote than anyone else to win a seat. Most issues of electoral reform concern the effects of FPTP on representation in Westminster.

Table 16 Workings of FPTP



	Type
	Plurality



	Constituency size
	Small, single member



	Number of votes per person
	One vote per person (as an X)



	Voting for
	A single candidate



	Description
	Within the constituency whoever has the most votes becomes the single representative for the whole constituency



	Where used
	UK general elections, most local council elections in England




FPTP tends to:


	•  benefit large parties with concentrated support

	•  lead to safe seats

	•  result in a few key marginal seats

	•  lead to a number of minority seats

	•  promote a two-party political system

	•  benefit smaller parties with concentrated geographical support

	•  result in single-party government

	•  disadvantage smaller parties with widespread support

	•  result in a winner’s bonus where parties win many seats by small margins





[image: ]

Key terms

Safe seats Seats that remain loyal to one party and are unlikely to switch allegiance.

Marginal seats Seats that are competitive and can be won narrowly, with more than one party having a chance to win it.

Minority seats Seats in which candidates are elected by a minority of the electorate (less than half)
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Table 17 Advantages and disadvantages of FPTP




	Advantages of FPTP
	Disadvantages of FPTP





	
	•  Simple

	•  Traditional

	•  Clear constituency result

	•  Strong and stable government

	•  Government accountability

	•  Clear MP–constituency link

	•  Excludes extremist fringe parties



	
	•  Little choice

	•  Minority representatives

	•  Votes are of unequal value

	•  Elective dictatorship

	•  Does not always lead to single-party majority (2010 and 2017)

	•  Unrepresentative governments

	•  Disproportional outcomes

	•  Excludes smaller parties










[image: ]

Exam tip

FPTP is the current Westminster system, so questions about reform will require a comparison of FPTP with other systems. Make sure you relate the arguments around FPTP to the other systems.
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Supplementary vote (SV)

Table 18 The workings of SV



	Type
	Majoritarian



	Constituency size
	Small, single member



	Number of votes per person
	Two votes on a preferential basis (first choice and second choice)



	Voting for
	A single candidate



	Description
	If a candidate gains 50%+1 of the first-choice votes, they are elected. If not, all but the top two candidates are eliminated and the second-choice votes are redistributed to the top two candidates (if they were the second choice)



	Where used
	London and other elected mayors in England and the PCCs




Table 19 Advantages and disadvantages of SV




	Advantages of SV
	Disadvantages of SV





	
	•  It makes it more likely that a candidate has majority support.

	•  It provides voters with more choice as they have two votes.

	•  Voters can show support for smaller parties and still choose a likely winner.

	•  To win, a candidate would require broad support.

	•  It would retain a strong MP–constituency link.



	
	•  The winning candidate is not guaranteed to get 50% of the total votes cast.

	•  It makes it possible for the second-placed candidate to win.

	•  It does not benefit smaller parties in a practical sense.

	•  There will still be many wasted votes.

	•  It is likely to promote more of a two-party system and be less representative than FPTP.










Single transferable vote (STV)

Table 20 The workings of STV



	Type
	Proportional



	Constituency size
	Large multi-member (6–8)



	Number of votes per person
	As many votes as there are candidates



	Voting for
	Individual candidates on a preferential basis



	Description
	Using the Droop formula, a quota is worked out. Once a candidate reaches the quota they are elected. The candidate with the fewest votes is eliminated and votes reallocated preferentially until the quota is reached and so on until all seats are filled



	Where used
	Northern Irish Parliament and Scottish local council




STV is the most proportional electoral system used in the UK. It is used in Northern Ireland as a means of ensuring widespread party representation as part of the Good Friday Agreement in 1998.

Table 21 Advantages and disadvantages of STV




	Advantages of STV
	Disadvantages of STV





	
	•  Outcomes are proportional.

	•  STV helps to ensure votes have equal value.

	•  The final result is likely to be a government backed by 50% of the electorate.

	•  Voters have a wide degree of choice across parties and candidates.

	•  There will be very few wasted votes.



	
	•  The MP–constituency link is lost.

	•  It is complicated, leading to many spoiled ballots.

	•  It is likely to produce multi-party governments which may be unstable or have a weak mandate.

	•  It can lead to ill-informed donkey voting.

	•  The whole process means it takes a long time to get a result.

	•  People’s fifth or sixth choice vote is not really considered a worthwhile vote.
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Key term

Donkey voting Where voters just rank candidates in order without thinking.
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The additional member system (AMS)

Table 22 The workings of AMS



	Type
	Hybrid (FPTP and closed party list)



	Constituency size
	Small, single member and large regional constituencies



	Number of votes per person
	Two, one for a candidate under FPTP and one for a party under closed party list



	Voting for
	A single candidate and a party



	Description
	The candidate votes are counted and declared. Based on the results of the party list votes, party seats are ‘topped up’ from a list of candidates to ensure fairer representation



	Where used
	Scottish Parliament, Welsh Assembly, Greater London Assembly




Table 23 Advantages and disadvantages of AMS




	Advantages of AMS
	Disadvantages of AMS





	
	•  It retains the best bits of FPTP.

	•  It allows for a more proportional representation.

	•  Voters have greater choice and can split their votes.

	•  The party list element allows some parties to increase the number of minority ethnic and women candidates.

	•  It has eliminated the winner’s bonus in the devolved areas.

	•  With enough support, single-party government is possible.

	•  It allows voters to split their vote.



	
	•  It creates two categories of representatives who are held to account differently.

	•  With low levels of additional members, the proportionality is diminished.

	•  Most voters will vote the same way.

	•  Parties have control over who comes where on a party list.

	•  It has made it very difficult for a strong and effective government to be formed.

	•  Usually a single party dominates the process.








Table 24 Comparison of electoral systems




	Function
	FPTP
	SV
	STV
	AMS





	Strong stable government
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Rarely



	MP–constituency link
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Mostly



	Fairness of votes to seats
	No
	No
	Yes
	Mostly



	Degree of choice
	Limited
	Moderate
	Strong
	Moderate



	Party control
	Limited
	Limited
	Limited
	Moderate



	Keeping out extremists
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No



	Easy for voters
	Yes
	Moderately
	No
	Moderately



	Speed for result
	Fast
	Moderately
	Slow
	Moderately





Table 25 Have the alternative voting systems proven to be effective?




	Yes
	No





	Fairer results
	Results not always proportional



	Develop minor parties
	Failures of coalition in Northern Ireland



	Fewer wasted votes
	Extremist parties gain representation



	Coalitions have worked
	Weaken MP–constituency link



	Engage the electorate
	More spoiled ballots



	May increase turnout
	Turnout low in alternative UK elections
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Exam tips


	•  You will only be credited for talking about these electoral systems; do not be tempted to discuss any others in your exams.

	•  As this is a British politics course, make sure the majority of your examples come from the use of alternative systems in the UK.

	•  When considering arguments about electoral reform, it is best to consider the aims of electoral systems and contrast the merits of the different systems, as shown in Table 24.
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Synoptic links

Party positions on electoral reform tend to be centred on how they do under FPTP; Conservatives and Labour tend to support it, other parties tend to demand reform.

Any reform to the voting system in the UK is also an example of constitutional reform and would also impact on the nature of Parliament and prime ministerial power.
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Do you know?


	1  How do elections promote democracy?

	2  How does FPTP work?

	3  How do SV, STV and AMS work?

	4  What are the advantages and disadvantages of each system?

	5  How is a system chosen for Westminster?
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1.8 Referendums
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You need to know


	•  what a referendum is

	•  why referendums have been held

	•  the impact of referendums on UK political life

	•  the arguments for and against using referendums in a representative democracy
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Synoptic link

As part of parliamentary sovereignty, permission to hold a referendum can only be granted by Westminster and Westminster can
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National referendums


	•  Only three have been held.

	•  All three occurred when the government was weakened by a slim majority or in a coalition.

	•  They dealt with constitutional issues.

	•  Turnout reflected the importance voters attach to the issue.

	•  The government ‘lost’ the 2011 and 2016 referendums.

	•  All have been acted upon.





Regional referendums


	•  All have dealt with the transfer of power from Westminster.

	•  With two exceptions, turnouts have been lower than in the preceding general election.

	•  No result was achieved with the support of a majority of the total eligible population.

	•  All were authorised by Parliament.

	•  All were acted upon by the Westminster government and accepted by all major parties.

	•  Apart from Scottish Independence all were called by the government.

	•  Government plans were changed as a result of the 2004 North East Assembly result.





Local referendums



	•  Central government has introduced metro mayors in 12 additional cities despite the referendum results.

	•  Most local referendums deal with policies rather than constitutional issues.

	•  The public accepts all council decisions on housing.

	•  Voters have rejected measures to increase taxation/costs.

	•  Turnouts have been very low.
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Why have referendums been called?



	•  constitutional change: Scotland, 1997: Wales 1997: Wales 2011

	•  Cabinet divisions: EEC, 1975

	•  party divisions: EU 2016

	•  Coalition Agreement: AV, 2011

	•  testing public opinion: North East Assembly, 2004: Wales, 2011

	•  establishing peace: the Good Friday Agreement, 1998

	•  political pressure: Scotland, 2014: EU, 2016

	•  passing controversial decisions to voters: congestion charges and council tax increases





	•  comes up with the wording of the question

	•  chooses the official campaigns for each side

	•  regulates the involvement of any other groups

	•  establishes and oversees spending limits

	•  regulates the conduct of the campaign
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Referendums in a representative democracy





	Advantages
	Disadvantages





	They allow voters a direct say.
	They over-simplify complex issues.



	They prevent the government pursuing unpopular policies.
	They undermine Parliament.



	They give greater legitimacy to constitutional reforms.
	They allow politicians to pass difficult decisions to the public, promoting populist politics.



	They enable more participation in politics.
	They can be exploited by the government to its own advantage.



	They achieve some exceptionally high levels of participation.
	They allow emotional, ill-informed decisions to be made.



	They provide political education on core issues.
	They can create public apathy.



	They give some voters choices which were not offered by the parties running in their area.
	They allow unaccountable groups to manipulate the public.







[image: ]



[image: ]






[image: ]



	1  What is a referendum?

	2  Why have referendums been called in the UK?

	3  What is the role of the Electoral Commission in a referendum?

	4  How do referendums improve representative democracy?

	5  How do referendums undermine representative democracy?
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1.9 Voting behaviour
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	•  how people choose to vote

	•  what class dealignment is

	•  what partisan dealignment is

	•  how class affects voting

	•  how gender affects voting

	•  how age affects voting

	•  how race affects voting
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Individual voting choices



	•  party policies

	•  major issues (nationally or personally)

	•  how the incumbent government has done in office

	•  the quality of the party leader

	•  the image of the party, local candidate and the party as a whole

	•  tactical voting





	•  rational choice

	•  issue voting

	•  valence issues
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Class voting



	•  AB class (wealthy, professional highly educated) generally aligned with the Conservatives.

	•  DE (semi and unskilled workers, the unemployed) generally aligned with Labour.

	•  This meant the C1 (clerical workers) and C2 (skilled manual workers) categories would determine the result of elections and major parties focused on them.
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	•  The AB class and DE class have remained clearly aligned with a core party.

	•  Apart from 1997, C1 is typically Conservative.

	•  C2 have become more Conservative since 1997.

	•  Apart from 2017, the percentage of votes for the two main parties was declining as people voted for other parties, showing partisan dealignment.

	•  In 2017, the gap between the Conservatives and Labour was small in all classes, suggesting class has become a much less important factor in voting.







	Class
	1979 (%)
	1992 (%)
	1997 (%)
	2010 (%)
	2015 (%)
	2017 (%)





	AB
	Con (59)
	Con (56)
	Con (41)
	Con (39)
	Con (45)
	Con (47)



	C1
	Con (59)
	Con (52)
	Lab (39)
	Con (39)
	Con (41)
	Con (44)



	C2
	Lab (49)
	Lab (41)
	Lab (50)
	Con (37)
	Tie (32/32)
	Con (45)



	DE
	Lab (57)
	Lab (50)
	Lab (59)
	Lab (40)
	Lab (41)
	Lab (47)







Gender voting
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	•  Before 1997, women were much more likely to vote Conservative.

	•  Since 1997, a higher proportion of women vote Labour.

	•  Men have tended to vote Conservative across the period.

	•  The difference in Labour/Conservative support within genders has become much narrower since 1997, suggesting gender makes much less difference to how people vote today.

	•  Women appear more willing to vote for other parties than men.







	Gender
	1979
	1992
	1997
	2010
	2015
	2017





	Female
	Con (47:35)
	Con (44:34)
	Lab (42:37)
	Lab (31:28)
	Lab (33:30)
	Lab (42:40)



	Male
	Con (43:40)
	Con (41:37)
	Lab (45:31)
	Con (38:36)
	Con (38:37)
	Con (44:43)







Age voting




	•  Before 1997, there was minimal party divide among the young.

	•  Since 1997, younger voters (below 35) tend to favour Labour far more.

	•  The older vote (55+) has nearly always gone Conservative, but the level of support has been increasing.

	•  In 1997, New Labour appealed to all age groups (or Conservatives were rejected by all).

	•  In 1997, support for the Conservatives increased as age increased.

	•  Turnout among the young tends to be much lower than among older voters, which is why Labour has been less successful in elections than the Conservatives since 1997.
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	Age
	1979
	1992
	1997
	2010
	2015
	2017





	18–24
	Con (42:41)
	Lab (38:35)
	Lab (49:27)
	Lab (31:30)
	Lab (43:27)
	Lab (62:27)



	25–34
	Con (43:38)
	Con (40:37)
	Lab (49:28)
	Con (35:30)
	Lab (36:33)
	Lab (56:27)



	35–44
	Con (46:35)
	Con (40:36)
	Lab (48:28)
	Con (34:31)
	Tie (35:35)
	Lab (49:33)



	45–54
	Con (46:35)
	Con (47:31)
	Lab (41:31)
	Con (34:28)
	Con (36:33)
	Con (43:40)



	55–64
	Con (47:38)
	Con (44:35)
	Lab (39:36)
	Con (38:28)
	Con (37:31)
	Con (51:34)



	65+
	Con (47:38)
	Con (48:34)
	Lab (41:36)
	Con (44:31)
	Con (47:23)
	Con (61:25)







Race voting




	•  worked in industrial jobs in cities, putting them in the C2 class

	•  lived in urban areas, which tended to support Labour

	•  opposed anti-immigration speeches made by prominent Conservatives






	•  Before 1997 race was not considered relevant in UK politics.

	•  Evidence from election results pre-1997 suggests a clear majority of minority ethnic voters voted Labour.

	•  In 1997 the difference in support for Conservatives and Labour was much closer among white voters than minority ethnic voters.

	•  Since 1997, white voters have tended to support the Conservatives over Labour by 6–11%.

	•  Since 1997, a large gap in party support has remained among minority ethnic voters, closing slightly before opening again in 2017.

	•  Turnout among some minority ethnic groups can be lower (sometimes, 10–15%) than white voters.

	•  Within minority ethnic voters there are differences, with black voters being much more pro-Labour than Asian voters.







	Race
	1979
	1992
	1997
	2010
	2015
	2017





	White
	n/a
	n/a
	Lab (43:32)
	Con (38:28)
	Con (39:28)
	Con (35:29)



	All minority ethnic
	n/a
	n/a
	Lab (70:18)
	Lab (60:16)
	Lab (65:23)
	Lab (73:19)
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	1  What are the theories that explain individual voting behaviour?

	2  What is the role of class, gender, age and race in elections?

	3  How have voting patterns changed across at least three elections (one pre-1997, 1997 and one post-1997).

	4  How is information about voting patterns used to explain the impact of these changes in elections.

	5  How have changes in voting behaviour determined the outcome of elections?
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1.10 Factors affecting elections
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	•  the role policies play in election campaigns

	•  how important the role of the party leader is

	•  what opinion polls are and how they are used

	•  the impact of the media in elections
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Party policies
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	Election
	Policy
	Impact





	1979
	Conservative: right to buy council houses
	This motivated a number of council house residents in the C2 class to vote Conservative.



	1997
	Labour promised:

	•  to cut class sizes

	•  to punish young offenders

	•  to cut NHS waiting lists

	•  to cut VAT on heating

	•  to reduce youth unemployment

	•  not to raise taxes



	These policies emphasised the third way policies and appealed to C1 and AB voters.



	2017
	Conservative commitment to a hard Brexit.
	This won over many former UKIP voters.



	2017
	Labour pledged to end tuition fees.
	This pledge inspired a large number of young voters to vote and to vote Labour.







Role of party leader


	•  Inspire party activists

	•  Inspire ordinary voters

	•  Appear prime ministerial

	•  Have a positive media image

	•  Give an appearance of strength
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Leaders in elections
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Opinion polls
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	•  The sample had a disproportionate number of Labour voters.

	•  2015 saw a huge rise in minor party support.

	•  They underestimated how many Labour supporters would vote UKIP.
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Role of the media


	•  Report on events

	•  Provide opinion on policies

	•  Scrutinise the government

	•  Investigate and raise awareness

	•  Educate the public

	•  Provide debate and discussion
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Impact of the media on elections
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	1  How have policies affected elections?

	2  How important is the role of party leader?

	3  How have opinion polls affected election campaigns and outcomes?

	4  What role do the media play in scrutinising politicians?

	5  How have the media shaped the political debates in the UK?
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	  1  What are the differences between direct and representative democracy?

	  2  How do elections promote democracy?

	  3  Is group politics beneficial to UK democracy?

	  4  How do rights in the UK uphold democratic principles?

	  5  What are the key differences in policies between the major parties?

	  6  What are the main divisions within the political parties?

	  7  How are different parties affected by FPTP?

	  8  Are party leaders more important than party policy?

	  9  Does party politics help or hinder UK democracy?

	10  Is the use of referendums beneficial to representative democracy?

	11  Are opinion polls too important in modern politics?

	12  Does the media help or hinder the UK’s system of democracy?

	13  Why was 1997 a watershed election?

	14  Is the Electoral Commission effective at regulating elections?

	15  How democratic is the UK?
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