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A Story Like Water

by R. S. Kellogg
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Deep in the heart of the underbelly of Borealis University, at the center of myriads of tunnels but curiously inaccessible except by a carefully chosen sequence of turns, there was a secret pool.

The water of the pool was curiously variable in temperature, and never quite seemed to match the seasons and temperature in the rest of Borealis University, the forest of Beyond in which it was nestled, the nearby city of Breadcove Bay, or the Great Northern Sea. 

Sometimes the water floated with little chunks of ice, even in the summertime. 

Sometimes the water was steamy, regardless of how cool the surrounding air may be.

Tonight, as Maynson stood alone in the room, watching the pool, trying to keep a responsible eye on things despite the fact that the steam in the room kept clouding his glasses, he was fascinated by the turmoil of the water.

Because tonight, it bubbled: small bubbles around the edges, leading to larger bubbling toward the center of the pool. The warm air smelled of salt and seaweed and steam, and the lights in the wall sconces were guttering along at a low ebb, making the whole space look ethereal in the extreme. 

A gentle arc of light broke free of the water, so satisfying in sight as it streamed upward to glisten against the speckles of shininess and stalactites on the ceiling of the cave that brought a sensation of great inner satisfaction for Maynson, who watched the bubbling waters and the arc of light with his jaw dropped partially open, until he noticed himself and closed his mouth and swallowed.

He removed his glasses, polished the steam from them against his shirt, again, and nudged them gently back into place. Then he cleared his throat.

He was standing next to some rocks, which were a little to the side of a rough-hewn stairway which led from the main part of the dry cave and into the pool.

Maynson had mulled to himself that he didn’t know whether the pool could be properly classified as a little pond, whether it was man-made, or merely shaped by man. 

Or by mers for that matter.

He waited, patiently, fulfilling his assignment.

He would not leave until he saw whether anybody was coming out of the pool tonight.

Head Teacher Dunstrap had warned him in advance: some years nobody came out of the pool, and the task of sending a student down to watch, and help anybody who may come up find their way through the maze and into the university proper was a thankless task. 

Some years a slew of new students came up from the mer-world, transformed their tails into legs, and headed for the hallowed halls of Borealis University, where they’d spend a term or a year or sometimes more as exchange students.

Maynson had been grateful to get this assignment.

As a student with the specialty of Water, he was fascinated by the way the mers ported between bodies of
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