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I press my heel into the gravel at the roadside and inhale the damp, foggy air. Darkness has already settled, and the chill is starting to creep beneath my jacket. A few steps away, Erin—my husband’s boss—is bent over the hood of her car, wrestling with an engine problem I can’t quite name. She fiddles with a cable, then kicks a tire in frustration. I watch her every movement through the mist.

She’s wearing fitted jeans that hug her curves, and even in this half-light I can’t tear my eyes away from the gentle swell of her hips or her tight ass. Erin’s hair is pulled into a loose ponytail, tendrils falling against her nape, and when she glances back at me, those startling blue eyes hold a mix of concern and something more playful. My pulse rattles in my ears. I’ve never before stood this close to her alone.

In my mind, Erin has always represented everything my husband, Bill isn’t—confident, desirable, and uninterested in social media. While my husband busies himself with friends’ texts and game invites, I’ve lain awake, longing for someone who is off-limits. At home, Bill turns away from me each night, and our bed feels bigger the longer I stare at the ceiling. Without my private fantasies about Erin—about her scent, her laugh, her gorgeous body—I don’t know how I’d survive the loneliness. Clearly, I married the wrong person, but I married Bill believing he was the one.

But standing here now, watching Erin try to fix the car, I realize how desperate I am for—even the smallest—chance to cross that forbidden line. I feel a fresh wave of heat low in my stomach and a tightness in my chest, equal parts desire and fear. My hands fidget at my sides, my knuckles white. What would it be like, I wonder, to brush past her on my way around the car, or to offer her a helping hand—one that lingers just a little too long?

An hour ago, at Bill’s office party, everything had felt normal until it wasn’t. Sparkling lights, laughter, the clink of wine glasses—yet Bill had vanished into a circle of colleagues, phone glued to his ear, leaving me standing alone by the buffet. 

When the party wound down, he simply said, “Figure it out,” and strolled off into the night without a backward glance or a care as to how I would get home. My calls to cab companies were met with busy signals, and the last bus had long departed. Suddenly, the festive bustle was replaced by hollow silence, and I was left outside alone wondering if I would make it home.

Then Erin appeared in her expensive car, lights flashing at me. She rolled down her window and offered me a lift home realizing I was stranded. My heart had soared at the offer of a shared drive with her—an intimate bubble away from my failing marriage. I climbed in beside her, cheeks burning as our thighs brushed and the warmth of the heater wrapped around us. But now, with the engine sputtering to a stop on this lonely stretch of road, we’re both stranded. No bars on our phones, no help in sight—only the fog, the cold, and the unspoken tension I’m sure I can sense between us.

I step forward, clearing my throat. “Is there anything I can do?” I offer, my voice steadier than I feel. Erin looks up, a small smile touching her lips. For a moment, the world shrinks to just the two of us and this broken-down car. And in that fragile hush, I realize how far I’m willing to go to chase a spark of excitement—no matter the cost.

As I stand trembling on the gravel shoulder, the autumn wind slicing through my thin dress, I can’t shake the thought that maybe this is a sign—my chance to finally make my move on Erin. We’re out here in the middle of nowhere, alone beneath a low, murky sky, with nothing but the distant hum of grasshoppers and the occasional rustle of wind-blown leaves. No help is coming. Even this stunning, mature woman can’t coax her car back to life.

“Hey, Jenny,” Erin calls without looking up, her hands smeared with grease as she leans over the open hood. Her dark
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