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How to use this book



	•  Welcome to the Access to History for the IB Diploma: The Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries: Study and Revision Guide. This book has been written and designed to help you develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the Paper 2 examination. The book is organized into double-page spreads.

	•  Each double-page spread contains a summary of the key content you will need to learn and exam-focused activities related to and testing this content.

	•  Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary and key figures list (see pages 158–64).

	•  The exam-focused activities include Paper 2 exam-style questions so that you can develop your essay-writing skills. Answers for some of the activities can be found at the back of the book.

	•  At the end of each chapter you will find an exam focus section. For the first chapter, you will find guidance on the History Paper 2 exam and the essay structure, as well as a checklist designed to help you write a successful essay. For the subsequent chapters, you will find specific guidance and student answer examples with examiner comments and annotations to help you understand how to improve your grades and achieve top marks. There is also a ‘mock exam’ set of questions for you to try.



Together, these two strands of the book will provide you with the knowledge and skills essential for examination success.
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At the end of the book, you will find:


	•  Glossary, Key figures and Timeline – key terms in the book are defined, key figures are highlighted and key dates are included in a timeline.

	•  Answers for the exam-focused activities.







Getting to know the exam



Types of questions

Paper 2 requires you to write two essays, each from a different topic. There will be a choice of two questions for each topic. You should answer only one of these questions for Topic 12: The Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries and a second question for the other topic you have studied. Questions for Topic 12 may address:


	•  an aspect of a Cold War leader of your choice

	•  aspects of two Cold War leaders of your choice

	•  various aspects of Cold War crises, including causes, impact and significance, and more.




Command terms

A key to success is to understand the demands of the question. Questions use key terms and phrases known as command terms.




	Command term
	Description





	Compare
	

	•  Discuss the similarities of leaders, referring to both throughout your answer and not treating each separately

	•  You should not give an overview of each leader but should focus on the most important similarities, rather than every tiny detail







	Compare and contrast
	

	•  Discuss the similarities and differences of leaders, referring to both throughout your answer and not treating each separately

	•  You should not give an overview of each leader and should focus on the most important similarities and differences, rather than every tiny detail







	Contrast
	

	•  Discuss the differences between leaders, referring to both throughout your answer and not treating each separately

	•  You should not give an overview of each leader and should focus on the most important differences, rather than every tiny detail







	Discuss
	

	•  Review various arguments regarding a leader or leaders and conclude with an argument supported by evidence







	Evaluate
	

	•  Make a judgement based on how strong or weak evidence may be







	Examine
	

	•  Analyse the strengths and weaknesses of various arguments with a concluding opinion







	To what extent
	

	•  Determine the extent to which something is true or false, with answers usually being ‘to no extent’, ‘to some extent’ or ‘to a great extent’












Answering questions


	•  You will have five minutes of reading time at the start of the examination. It is during this time that you should review the questions in the two or more topics you have studied.

	•  Once you have identified which ones you are able to address, choose the Topic 12 question for which you have the most knowledge and whose demands you fully understand.

	•  Many students may have great knowledge regarding one or more Cold War crises or leaders, but they may not understand fully what the question wants them to do. If you find the wording of a question confusing, consider addressing another question if you feel more comfortable doing so.

	•  Once you have chosen your question for Topic 12, you should look at your other topic of study and repeat this exercise.

	•  Once you have made a decision on your second question for Paper 2, return to your Topic 12 question and begin to think about how you will address it, waiting for the end of the reading time.




Marks

All questions on Paper 2 are worth 15 points each for a total of 30 possible points for this paper. In order to attain the highest mark band (13–15), your essays should include:


	•  answers that clearly address the demands of the question and are well structured and clear

	•  correct, relevant historical knowledge used appropriately to support your argument

	•  evidence that is critically analysed

	•  historical events that are placed in their context

	•  evidence that you understand there are different historical interpretations.





Timing your writing


	•  You will have 1 hour 30 minutes to complete both Paper 2 essays. This breaks down to 45 minutes per essay on average.

	•  Part of your writing time, however, should be spent preparing a basic outline which will help you keep your answer structured and focused.

	•  You should spend perhaps five minutes on this.





Defining your terms

It is important that you define the terms you use in the introduction of your essay.




	If the question asks you:
	Be sure to …





	

	•  about some political ideology




	

	•  explain what that ideology means







	

	•  to discuss two rulers, each from a different region




	

	•  state clearly the region the rulers are from







	

	•  to discuss propaganda




	

	•  explain what propaganda is and what formats you will address, such as radio, posters, cinema, or perhaps even education policy











Making an argument


	•  Your essays should make an argument, not just repeat details about a leader and their rule.

	•  Your argument should be stated explicitly in your essay’s introduction and conclusion with the supportive evidence discussed in the body of the essay.

	•  To strengthen your argument, you may wish to acknowledge historians with whom you agree, preferably by naming them and either summarizing their remarks or quoting them.

	•  You may even have enough knowledge on the issue being examined to be able to discuss opposing historians’ viewpoints and why you disagree with their conclusions.

	•  This historical debate in which evidence is interpreted differently is called historiography and, if it is used wisely and correctly, it can help you to achieve marks in the upper mark band. An example of a historiographical debate could be the extent to which a leader was fully in control of his state.



Good luck with your studies and the exam!







CASE STUDY 1

The origins of the Cold War, 1917–45



1 The ideology of the Cold War

In 1945, the writer George Orwell predicted ‘a peace that is no peace’ between the USA and the USSR. Each country would be ‘unconquerable and in a permanent state of cold war’ with one another. It was in Orwell’s context that the term Cold War is used to describe the period from 1945 to 1991.

Ideologies and beliefs about communism, capitalism, democracy and civil rights shaped Cold War tensions.


Capitalism and communism


Communism

The nineteenth-century political philosophers Friedrich Engels and Karl Marx developed the idea of communism. They argued the following:


	•  Capitalist and industrial society was oppressive.

	•  Only a violent revolution by the workers or ‘proletariat’ against the bourgeoisie could end the oppressive system.

	•  A ‘dictatorship of the proletariat’ would then be needed to destroy the remnants of the old order.

	•  All people would be equal in the new communist society.

	•  Economic concerns would be used for human welfare instead of for profit.

	•  The dictatorship of the proletariat would then dissolve itself.



The communist system of Marx and Engels formed the basis of Marxism–Leninism.



Marxism–Leninism

Vladimir Ilyich Lenin adapted Marx’s ideas into what is now called Marxism–Leninism. Russia, in the early twentieth century, was primarily an agricultural society, not an industrial one. Lenin could not wait for a proletariat revolution to naturally develop. Lenin argued that:


	•  a small band of highly committed, organized and reliable communist revolutionaries could overthrow the Tsarist regime

	•  the new revolutionary state would be a ‘dictatorship of the proletariat’

	•  the proletariat state would use force and terror against any opponent.



Lenin’s ideology shaped the Bolshevik Party and, later, the development of the USSR into an authoritarian, communist state with extensive control that used force and terror.



Capitalism


	•  Capitalism is based on the production of goods with the goal of earning a profit.

	•  Individual business enterprises make economic decisions based on their ability to make a profit, unlike a command economy.



By the 1940s, the major Western economies such as the USA, Britain and Canada were mixed economies – where private enterprise played a significant role, but with the state becoming increasingly involved in some key sectors.




Ideological clashes


Political systems

Western powers distrusted communism’s lack of democracy. Parliamentary government and representative government emphasized:


	•  individual liberty

	•  legal equality, not economic equality

	•  challenging the right of any individual or party to have a monopoly of power

	•  opposition to dictatorship.



The USSR saw democracy as a disguise for capitalism’s inequality and oppression.



Religion

Marxism–Leninism bitterly opposed religion. Its proponents believed that:


	•  economics and material conditions determined the fate of people, not an all-powerful God

	•  religion – ‘the opium of the masses’ – fooled the proletariat into accepting the oppressive conditions created by capitalism and rulers.



In Europe, religious institutions and leaders played key roles in opposing communism:


	•  Catholic-dominated parties in Germany and Italy played significant roles in government.

	•  Pope John Paul II of Poland (reigned 1979–2005) challenged communist rule.
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COMPLETE THE TABLE


	•  Use your understanding of the material on the opposite page and above to complete the table below.

	•  For each power, explain the belief(s) that shaped their understanding of economics, political systems and religion.






	 
	USA and the West
	USSR





	Economics
	 
	 



	Political systems
	 
	 



	Religion
	 
	 





[image: ]






[image: ]

COMPLETE THE PARAGRAPH


	•  Below is a sample Paper 2 question and a sample paragraph written in response to the question.

	•  The paragraph contains a main argument and a concluding explanatory link back to the question, but lacks details.



Complete the paragraph, adding details in the space provided.

To what extent did ideology play a role in causing the Cold War?
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Ideology played a significant role in the development of tensions between the USA and the USSR that caused the Cold War.

 

 

 

 

Although other factors played a role, ideological beliefs concerning economics, political systems and religion had a significant influence in causing the Cold War.

[image: ]




[image: ]








2 The Soviet Union and the Western powers, 1917–41

Lenin believed that Bolshevik Russia could not survive as the lone communist country. The power and animosity of the capitalists made Russia vulnerable. Communism could survive only if it spread globally. Lenin’s belief greatly affected Soviet relations with the rest of the world.


The USA and Russia

Some historians, such as Howard Roffman, believe that the Cold War began when the Bolsheviks succeeded in coming to power. Tensions were then raised when the USA, as well as Britain, France and Japan, intervened in the Russian Civil War (1918–22) siding with the White Army against the Bolshevik Red Army. Ideological differences between Lenin and US President Woodrow Wilson further increased tensions.

US President Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points clashed with Lenin’s ideology. It called for:


	•  self-determination of people

	•  creation of democratic states

	•  free trade

	•  collective security

	•  a League of Nations.



In contrast, Lenin:


	•  agitated for world revolution and communism

	•  rejected Russia’s foreign debt obligations

	•  nationalized all businesses in Russia, including foreign-owned ones.



However, the US Congress refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles and join the League of Nations. The USA began a period of isolationism lasting until 1941. These actions kept tensions between the USA and USSR at a low level.



The Russian Revolution and Allied intervention


The Russian Civil War

Despite the Bolsheviks’ successes in seizing major Russian cities in 1917, they faced opposition from the White Army that resulted in a long, violent civil war that lasted until 1922.

The Allies assisted the White Army in the Russian Civil War to:


	•  destroy Bolshevism

	•  stop it spreading to Germany

	•  prevent communist revolution then spreading across the whole of Europe.



Allied intervention was ineffective. In 1922, the Red Army achieved victory over the White Army. Soviets never forgot the Allied intervention and grew increasingly suspicious of the Western powers.



The Polish–Russian War, 1920

At the Paris Peace Conference in 1920, British Foreign Minister Curzon proposed that Poland’s border with Russia should be established about 160 kilometres (100 miles) east of Warsaw; this became known as the Curzon Line. Poland, however, desired more territory to the east. Poland:


	•  invaded Ukraine, a breakaway region from Russia, in 1920, taking advantage of the chaos from the Russian Civil War

	•  needed help from France after almost being defeated by the Red Army

	•  eventually drove the Red Army out of its desired territory

	•  signed the Treaty of Riga with Soviet Russia, gaining significant areas of Ukraine and Byelorussia.



The USSR became geographically isolated from western and central Europe as a result of Poland pushing its border so far east. The creation of Finland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania added to the geographical isolation. The new borders established a cordon sanitaire, a zone of states that prevented the westward spread of communism. The recovery of lost Russian territory became a major foreign policy goal for the USSR prior to 1939.
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MIND MAP

Use the information from the opposite page to add details to the mind map below.
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ACCURATE AND RELEVANT KNOWLEDGE


	•  Paper 2 criteria require students to use accurate and relevant knowledge in their essays.

	•  The markband descriptor for the highest markband (13–15) reads: ‘Knowledge of the world history topic is accurate and relevant’ (History Guide, first examinations 2017, page 81).

	•  Relevance is determined by the demands of a question. In other words, what are the requirements of a question?



Below is a Paper 2 type question. Based on the demands of the question and using the information from the opposite page, place an ‘X’ in the box next to those statements identified as relevant knowledge.

Explain the development of tensions between the USA and the USSR that caused the Cold War.




	Knowledge statement
	Relevant knowledge





	US President Woodrow Wilson’s call for self-determination
	 



	Poland invades Ukraine in 1920
	 



	US troops intervene in the Russian Civil War
	 



	The US Congress refuses to ratify the League of Nations
	 



	US President Woodrow Wilson’s call for free trade
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Soviet foreign policy, 1922–45

Despite concentrating on consolidating communism inside the USSR, the USSR established the Comintern in 1919 to co-ordinate communist activities outside the USSR. In the 1930s, building industrial and military capabilities became a main focus of Soviet policy.


Hitler and Stalin, 1933–41

Foreign policy in Nazi Germany sought to defeat communism and to annex Soviet territory. The USSR altered its foreign policy by:


	•  joining the League of Nations in 1934

	•  signing agreements with France and Czechoslovakia.



In 1938, Stalin was apparently ready to intervene against German aggression towards Czechoslovakia. However, the Munich Agreement ended the threat of war between Germany and Czechoslovakia. The failure to invite Stalin to the Munich Conference strengthened his worries that Britain, France and Germany would co-operate in opposition to the USSR.



Anglo-French negotiations with the USSR, April to August 1939

Germany’s invasion of Czechoslovakia in March 1939 led Britain, France and the USSR to explore a defensive alliance against Germany:


	•  Mutual mistrust hindered negotiations.

	•  The USSR demanded the right to intervene in small states on its western borders if they were threatened by Germany.

	•  Britain rejected the Soviet demand, believing the USSR wanted to expand its empire instead of defending these states from Germany.

	•  Stalin suspected Britain and France wanted the USSR to fight Germany and minimize British and French losses.



When the USSR demanded the right to pass through Poland and Romania in the event of war, Poland rejected the demand, ending negotiations.



The Nazi–Soviet Pact

Due to German aggression in early 1939, Poland agreed to the Anglo-French Guarantee. Hitler began exploring the possibility of temporary co-operation with the USSR.

An agreement with Germany aligned with Stalin’s goals of defending the USSR and regaining former Russian Empire territory. On 24 August, Germany and the USSR signed a non-aggression pact that included:


	•  neutrality in the event of war

	•  a Soviet sphere of influence in the Baltic states and Bessarabia in Romania

	•  an agreement to divide territory in Poland between them.



On 1 September 1939, Germany invaded Poland. Britain and France declared war on Germany on 3 September 1939. The USSR invaded Poland on 17 September 1939. By early October, Poland was defeated and divided between the USSR and Germany.



Territorial expansion, October 1939 to June 1941

With the defeat of Poland, Soviet foreign policy focused on defending the USSR against possible future aggression by Germany. This goal matched the aim of restoring land lost from the Russian Empire:


	•  In October 1939, Stalin signed a mutual assistance pact with Estonia and Latvia forcing Lithuania to accept the establishment of Soviet bases on its territory.

	•  In March 1940, after a brief war with Finland, the USSR acquired a major naval base and other territory along their mutual border.

	•  The USSR annexed the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania after the German defeat of France in June 1940.

	•  The USSR also annexed Bessarabia and northern Bukovina from Romania in June 1940.



Germany invaded the USSR in June 1941. Stalin and the USSR then became allies with Britain against Germany, with the USA joining this alliance in December 1941.
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ESSAY STYLE OUTLINE


	•  Below is a Paper 2 exam-style question.

	•  Use your own knowledge and the information from the opposite page to produce a plan for this question.

	•  Choose three main points. For each main point, provide four pieces of specific information that support the main point.

	•  Use the table below to organize your thoughts.



‘Ideology played a significant role in the early development of the Cold War.’ To what extent do you agree with this statement?




	Main point
	Specific information 1
	Specific information 2
	Specific information 3
	Specific information 4





	1
	




	 
	 
	 



	2
	




	 
	 
	 



	3
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INTRODUCTION AND CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH

An effective introduction prepares the reader for the argument that answers the demands of the question. Therefore, it should be brief, perhaps about three to four sentences. The introduction is not the proper place for long, detailed descriptions. An effective introduction:


	•  grabs the reader’s attention

	•  addresses the demands of the question (a thesis statement is one effective method)

	•  identifies your argument’s main points

	•  transitions into the first main point of the argument.



An effective concluding paragraph reminds the reader of the key points of your argument and the conclusion of your argument. Therefore, it should also be brief: about three sentences. The conclusion is a short summary of your argument. Do not include new information in the conclusion. An effective concluding paragraph:


	•  restates your argument’s conclusion(s)

	•  restates the main points in relation to your conclusion(s)

	•  summarizes key evidence for each main point.



Using the question from the previous activity above and the table you completed for the activity, write an introduction and a conclusion for an essay that responds to the demands of the question.
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3 The Grand Alliance, 1941–5

After the USA’s entry into the Second World War in December 1941, a Grand Alliance was formed between the USA, Britain and the USSR. However, the greatest burden of fighting was done by the USSR, which suffered vast destruction and some 25 million deaths.


The conflicting aims of the Big Three

With defeat of the Axis powers more certain, the Allies each developed conflicting aims for post-war Europe.


The USSR’s aims

Stalin had clear aims for the post-war world:


	•  security for the USSR

	•  reparations from the Axis powers

	•  regain territory the USSR had annexed in 1939–40.



Stalin planned for a post-war Europe consisting of three different areas:


	•  a zone of friendly governments under direct Soviet control in eastern Europe

	•  an ‘intermediate zone’ with Yugoslavia, Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Finland where communists shared power with more liberal parties

	•  a non-communist western Europe.



Stalin wished to continue co-operating with Britain and the USA after the war ended.



The USA’s aims

In the 1950s, historians believed that the USA had given little consideration to the post-war political situation because it was too busy fighting the war and thought that co-operation with Britain and the USSR would continue after the war ended. Revisionist historians, in the 1960s and 1970s, claimed that security concerns had shaped US aims.

The historian Melvyn Leffler argued that Japan’s surprise attack on Pearl Harbor and developments in air technology created a sense of vulnerability to foreign attacks in the USA. The USA began planning for global military bases and control of both the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans as early as 1943–4. Leffler contended that US actions alarmed Stalin, contributing to ‘a spiral of distrust’ between the USSR and the USA.

US President Roosevelt sought to create a worldwide free trade zone and to establish democratic states. These goals meant:


	•  abolishing tariffs and economic nationalism

	•  a US determination to prevent autarchic economies

	•  Britain and France would allow other nations to trade with their empires

	•  US support for decolonization of European empires.



Roosevelt’s ideas were embodied in the Atlantic Charter that he and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill signed in August 1941. The democratic world order was to be bolstered by the United Nations (UN). All countries would be represented in the UN and a Security Council would possess real power. The members of the Security Council would consist of the major powers: the USSR, the USA, Britain, France and China.



Britain’s aims

The British government’s primary aims were to:


	•  maintain Britain’s independence as a Great Power

	•  continue friendly relations with both the USA and the USSR

	•  preserve its empire.



Britain was concerned with the spreading Soviet influence in central Europe and the eastern Mediterranean Sea, where Britain had vital strategic and economic interests. Of significant worry was the Suez Canal, which connected Britain to its empire in India. Increasing reliance on oil made the Middle East another concern for Britain. It also desired a democratic government in Warsaw.
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TABLE OF DIFFERENCES


	•  The Grand Alliance of the USSR, the USA and Britain co-operated in the fight against Germany, but differences remained between the Allies.

	•  Using information from the opposite page, identify possible points of tension between Allies and post-war aims.

	•  Use the table below to record your notes.






	 
	Britain’s aims
	US aims     
	Soviet aims





	Britain’s problems with


	 
	 
	 



	US problems with


	 
	 
	 



	Soviet problems with
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BODY PARAGRAPHS


	•  Knowledge and understanding of historical topics, historical context and history concepts are demonstrated in body paragraphs.

	•  Body paragraphs are also where critical analysis and evaluation are developed, and different perspectives are demonstrated.

	•  Effective body paragraphs should have one topic that addresses the demands of a question.

	•  Within the body paragraph, students elaborate on the topic with the use of accurate and relevant content knowledge and use their knowledge to support critical analysis of the topic.



Using the table and your notes from the activity above, write a body paragraph for each country from the table that addresses the following question:

Analyse the role of post-war aims in causing the Cold War.
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Inter-Allied negotiations, 1943–4


The foreign ministers’ meeting at Moscow, October 1943

The foreign ministers of the USA, USSR and Britain met for the first time in Moscow, where they:


	•  established the European Advisory Council to finalize plans for the post-war occupation of Germany

	•  issued the ‘Declaration on General Security’ calling for an international organization to maintain peace and security based on Roosevelt’s UN.



Stalin informed the USA that the USSR would enter the war against Japan after the defeat of Germany.



Teheran Conference, 28 November to 1 December 1943

Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin met for the first time at the Teheran Conference to discuss post-war plans:


	•  The USSR would claim all territories it had annexed from Poland and the Baltic states.

	•  Poland would be compensated with German territory.

	•  British, British Commonwealth and US forces would land in Normandy instead of the Balkans.

	•  With Normandy the invasion site, the USSR would be in a position to create a sphere of influence throughout eastern Europe.





The Churchill–Stalin meeting, October 1944

A year after the Teheran Conference, Churchill flew to Moscow to protect British interests in the eastern Mediterranean. He proposed dividing south-eastern Europe into distinct spheres of interest:


	•  The USSR in Romania and Bulgaria.

	•  Britain in Greece.

	•  Yugoslavia and Bulgaria divided equally between the USSR and Britain.



Shortly thereafter, Churchill dropped this agreement due to concerns over how it would affect relations with the USA. His proposal matched Stalin’s intentions for eastern Europe and recognized Britain’s interests in Greece. Churchill’s concerns about the USA were valid. Roosevelt and the USA were taking a global perspective on the post-war world.




	Conflicting post-war aims



	USA
	USSR
	Britain





	

	•  Access to raw materials

	•  Global free trade

	•  Creation of the UN

	•  Continue the alliance with the USSR and Britain




	

	•  Security from further attack

	•  Reparations from Germany

	•  Territorial gains in eastern Europe

	•  Friendly, pro-Soviet governments in eastern Europe




	

	•  Preservation of the British Empire

	•  Remain on friendly terms with the USA and USSR

	•  Preserve British influence in south-eastern Europe and the Middle East

	•  An independent, democratic government in Poland
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KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING


	•  To understand causation, it is necessary to connect events and developments that occurred prior to the start of an event, in this case the Cold War.

	•  Using the information on the opposite page, complete the table below as a way to connect Allied negotiations to post-war aims as a possible source of causing the Cold War.

	•  Place an ‘X’ in the column for the country (or countries) whose aims were addressed at the specified negotiations.






	Addresses post-war aims



	 
	USA
	USSR
	Britain





	The foreign ministers’ meeting at Moscow, October 1943
	 
	 
	 



	Teheran Conference, November to December 1943
	 
	 
	 



	Churchill–Stalin meeting, October 1944
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SIGNIFICANCE


	•  Significance examines the relative importance of people, events, ideas and so on, and whether evidence supports the claim of significance.

	•  Using the information on the opposite page and from earlier in the chapter, rate the significance of the general points below in causing the Cold War.



Write the number of the general point in the appropriate box on the spectrum below.


	1  Ideological differences

	2  Paris Peace Conference

	3  Russian Civil War

	4  Comintern

	5  Munich Agreement

	6  Nazi–Soviet Pact

	7  Grand Alliance

	8  Post-war aims






	Did not cause the Cold War
	Important cause of the Cold War
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4 The liberation of Europe, 1943–5

The liberation of Europe by the USSR from the east and the Anglo-American forces from the west set the context for the Cold War in Europe.


Eastern Europe, 1944–5

Post-war political concerns developed from tension between Allied Control Commissions (ACCs), governments-in-exile and local partisan groups, and the links between communist parties and the USSR.


Allied Control Commissions

ACCs were established by the Allied powers to administer liberated territories in the name of the Allies:


	•  The first ACC was established in Italy with US and British officials.

	•  Soviet officials dominated ACCs in eastern Europe following Soviet liberation of these territories.





Governments-in-exile and partisan groups

States occupied by German and Italian forces (Poland, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and Greece) established governments-in-exile in London, consisting mainly of politicians who were able to escape from their home countries. Partisan groups fighting Axis forces often were not willing to take directives from London. Many of the strongest partisans were communists.



Communist parties

Communist parties formed alliances with liberal, socialist and peasant parties in liberated territories, especially in eastern Europe. By this method, Stalin was able to help the communists seize power in these territories.




Poland

The structure of a post-war government in Poland formed one of the most complicated problems for the Allies:


	•  Britain and France had gone to war because Germany invaded Poland.

	•  Britain desired a democratic government in Poland.

	•  Stalin wanted a pro-Soviet government in Poland.

	•  At the Teheran Conference, the USA and Britain agreed that eastern Poland up to the Curzon Line could be annexed into the USSR.




The Soviet advance into Poland

In early January 1944, the Red Army had advanced into eastern Poland, allowing the USSR to annex that territory. By July, Soviet forces had crossed the Curzon Line:


	•  Nationalist Polish resistance groups, known as the Polish Home Army were destroyed by Soviet forces.

	•  Stalin established the Committee of National Liberation in Lublin, which became known as the Lublin Committee, to administer Soviet-occupied Poland.

	•  It was expected that the Lublin Committee would form the basis of a pro-Soviet Polish government.





The Warsaw Uprising

The Polish Home Army rose up in revolt against the German occupation in Warsaw in August 1944. The Home Army hoped to establish a non-communist government after defeating Germany. Soviet forces were within twenty kilometres (twelve miles) of Warsaw, but Stalin refused to aid the Home Army, who were crushed by the German Army. As the Red Army pushed further west, the NKVD, assisted by Polish communists, killed or imprisoned members of the Home Army.



Britain, the USA and Poland

Roosevelt and Churchill were concerned with maintaining Allied unity and held out hope that a compromise over Poland could be reached with Stalin. In January 1945, the USSR recognized the Lublin Committee as the provisional government in Poland independent of the Polish government-in-exile in London. Roosevelt and Churchill played down its significance.
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MIND MAP

Use the information from the opposite page to add details to the mind map below.
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COMPLETE THE BODY PARAGRAPH

Using the information from the mind map in the previous activity, information from the opposite page and your own knowledge, complete the body paragraph addressing how developments in Poland at the end of the Second World War affected power and influence in Poland.

Explain how developments in Poland at the end of the Second World War affected power and influence in Poland.
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Fighting against the German occupation in Poland by partisan groups and after the Red Army invasions shaped political power and influence in the country.

 

 

 

 

Although communist partisan groups had some success fighting the German occupation of Poland, it was Stalin’s decisions and the actions of the Red Army that led to communist power and influence in Poland at the end of the Second World War.
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Romania and Bulgaria

The USSR launched an offensive to drive the German Army out of the Balkans, causing pro-German governments to collapse in Romania and Bulgaria. Friendly pro-Soviet governments in both states consolidated Soviet influence in the region and provided security from attack to the USSR’s south-western borders.


Romania

On 23 August 1944, Romania’s king deposed the pro-German government, hoping to negotiate a new government with a minimal communist presence. However, because British and US forces were not present in the Balkans, the king had no option except to sign an armistice with the USSR on 12 September:


	•  Soviet officials created and dominated an ACC.

	•  A coalition government, known as the Ploughman’s Front, was formed between multiple parties.

	•  The coalition government was paralysed by an inability to agree among its parties.

	•  The National Democratic Front (NDF) was formed by communists and their allies with the support of Soviet officials on the ACC.

	•  The NDF encouraged agricultural labourers to seize land from landowners and encouraged workers to create communist-dominated committees in factories.



Stalin established a new Soviet-friendly government in March 1944, similar to Britain intervening in Greece to form a pro-British government in December 1944. This was known as the NDF government.



Bulgaria

Soviet occupation of Romania provided the opportunity for the USSR to invade Bulgaria in September 1944 and to create an ACC soon afterwards.

The Patriotic Front, an alliance of left-wing forces, formed a government in Sofia before the Red Army arrived there. This success led to a communist uprising resulting in over 10,000 executions and communist dominance in trade unions and the police.

Stalin did not wish to antagonize the Western Allies because of Bulgaria. Germany was still fighting and tensions over Poland were developing between the USSR and its allies. Stalin attempted to persuade the government to be more tolerant of opposition while working within the framework of the Patriotic Front coalition. Compromise proved difficult as communists were determined to seize power, sometimes with the assistance of Soviet officials on the ACC.
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VENN DIAGRAM

For each given country, record the key actions of Stalin and the Red Army at the end of the Second World War that affected political power and influence.
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CAUSATION


	•  Causation addresses how a certain set of circumstances came into being.

	•  Historians understand that for most developments there are multiple factors and interconnections that shape causation.

	•  Using information from the opposite page and from the previous pages, as well as your own knowledge, identify significant circumstances that shaped political power and influence in the given countries at the end of the Second World War.

	•  Use the table below to record your notes.






	 
	Poland
	Romania
	Bulgaria





	Power/weakness of communist partisans


	 
	 
	 



	Power/weakness of non-communist partisans


	 
	 
	 



	Government-in-exile


	 
	 
	 



	Red Army victories


	 
	 
	 



	Stalin’s decisions
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Yugoslavia and Greece

Josip Broz (Tito) was a successful partisan leader in German-occupied Europe. He would become the most powerful leader in south-eastern Europe as the head of a newly established communist Yugoslavia. His independence and self-confidence caused Stalin many problems.


Yugoslavia

Tito’s effectiveness as a partisan leader fighting Germany led to the British government giving him assistance despite his communist ties. In addition to fighting Germany, Tito’s partisans fought a civil war against non-communist Serb and Croat nationalists. His power was further enhanced when the USSR joined with partisans in an attack against Belgrade.

Soviet desire to forge a military and political alliance between Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and the USSR did not prevent Tito from trying to develop independent policies. By November 1944, he had established communist governments in Yugoslavia and Albania.

Stalin was able to prevent Tito from creating a federation between Yugoslavia and Bulgaria that would have resulted in Bulgaria becoming a Yugoslav province. Tito was forced to subordinate his regional goals to Soviet foreign policy.



Greece

The communist-controlled People’s Liberation Army (ELAS), similarly to Tito’s partisans, was the most effective partisan force fighting the German military in Greece and it also fought non-communist guerrilla forces. In 1944, it attempted to seize control of Greece. However, Stalin, abiding by his agreement with Churchill, did not support its efforts. Stalin prevented Tito from aiding the ELAS and did nothing to prevent Britain defeating it.




Hungary and Czechoslovakia

Stalin had no immediate plans for communist control in Hungary and Czechoslovakia. He ordered communists in these countries to work with democratic coalition governments and then to consolidate their power within the democratic framework.


Hungary

The Anglo-American decision to start a second front in France instead of the Balkans ensured that the USSR would decide Hungary’s fate. In September 1944, Hungary’s Head of State Admiral Miklós Horthy sought a ceasefire with the USSR. However, Germany took his son prisoner and encouraged the ultranationalists, the Arrow Cross Party, to seize power in western Hungary, where they held out until late 1944.

Unlike in Yugoslavia and Greece, the communists were weak in Hungary. They were forced to co-operate with the Socialist Party and several others. Elections in 1945 resulted in only seventeen per cent of votes cast for the communists, who did manage to attain three key posts in the provisional government.

Because Hungary had been a German ally, Stalin’s primary aim in Hungary was to remove anything that could be used as war reparations. Throughout 1945 he was not convinced that Hungary should become part of the emerging Soviet bloc.
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MIND MAP

Use the information from the opposite page to add details to the mind map below.
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CAUSATION


	•  Causation addresses how a certain set of circumstances came into being.

	•  Historians understand that for most developments there are multiple factors and interconnections that shape causation.

	•  Using information from the opposite page and from the previous pages, as well as your own knowledge, identify significant circumstances that shaped political power and influence in the given countries at the end of the Second World War.

	•  Use the table below to record your notes.






	 
	Yugoslavia
	Greece
	Hungary





	Power/weakness of communist partisans


	 
	 
	 



	Power/weakness of non-communist partisans


	 
	 
	 



	Government-in-exile


	 
	 
	 



	Red Army victories


	 
	 
	 



	Stalin’s decisions
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Czechoslovakia

In 1943, the Czechoslovak government-in-exile, under Edvard Beneš, negotiated an alliance with the USSR. After the Munich Agreement of 1938, the USSR was seen as the power that would restore Czechoslovakia’s pre-1938 borders.

The Communist Party, led by Klementi Gottwald, gained influence in Czechoslovakia as the USSR liberated the territory. Stalin, however, forced Gottwald to recognize Beneš as president and for the communists to work within a coalition government. Beneš was willing to co-operate with the communists. A Provisional Government was formed in 1945, with the communists holding eight cabinet posts.




Finland

Soviet forces invaded Finland in June 1944. Despite working closely with Germany, Marshall C.E.G. Mannerheim was allowed to remain as president until 1946 and Finland was granted a generous armistice, but did have to pay reparations to the USSR. The need for reparations prevented Stalin from forming a repressive occupation policy. In addition, the Communist Party in Finland was weak.



The liberation of Italy and France

Italy and France were liberated by the Western Allies. The Communist Party gained legitimacy by resisting the German and puppet governments in both countries.


Italy

The Allies landed in Sicily in July 1943, leading to the overthrow of Mussolini’s government. The new Italian government signed an armistice in September. However, Germany occupied all of Italy not under Allied control. Fighting did not end until April 1945. The Allies established the Anglo-American ACC to supervise the newly established Italian government in liberated areas. Britain and the USA rejected all requests from the USSR to be involved in the ACC, setting a precedent for Stalin to exclude them from eastern Europe.

The communists, under Palmiro Tagliatti, were ordered to:


	•  form a coalition government with the Socialist Party

	•  avoid aggressive actions or civil war

	•  develop economic programmes that appealed to agricultural labourers and working-class people.



The communists gained further support due the important role they played combating the German military in the winter of 1944–5. Tagliatti and his party became partners in a coalition government in which Tagliatti served as minister of justice.



France

General Charles de Gaulle, leader of the Free French
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	•  Causation addresses how a certain set of circumstances came into being.

	•  Historians understand that for most developments there are multiple factors and interconnections that shape causation.

	•  Using information from the opposite page and from the previous pages, as well as your own knowledge, identify significant circumstances that shaped political power and influence in the given countries at the end of the Second World War.

	•  Use the table below to record your notes.






	 
	Czechoslovakia  
	Finland  
	Italy  
	France  





	Power/weakness of communist partisans
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Power/weakness of non-communist partisans
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Government-in-exile
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Military that liberated the country
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Stalin’s decisions
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Other politicians
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	•  ‘To what extent’ questions command students to ‘[c]onsider the merits or otherwise of an argument or concept’ (History Guide, first examinations 2017, page 97).

	•  ‘Merits’ can most easily be understood as significance or justification of an argument. ‘Otherwise’ can most easily be understood as ways in which the argument is not significant or is not justified based on evidence.

	•  ‘To what extent’ questions provide some argument whose merit must be examined.

	•  The question below asks ‘To what extent were powerful communist parties and communist partisans responsible for the political power and influence of communists in post-war governments in liberated Europe?’ The demand is to address the role of ‘powerful communist parties and communist partisans’ in shaping post-war governments.

	•  Therefore, the response should give significant focus to this demand – a good estimate is between 70% and 80% of the essay.

	•  The question also implies that other factors, arguments, concepts and so on were responsible. These must be addressed.

	•  Students should also explicitly state to what extent they agree or disagree, for example ‘Powerful communist parties and partisans played vital roles in …’ or ‘Powerful communist parties played limited roles in … ’.
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5 The Yalta Conference, February 1945



Poland



	•  Poland’s eastern border would be the Curzon Line.

	•  Just as they had agreed in Teheran, Poland would receive substantial territories in the north and west from Germany.

	•  The provisional government would include democratic politicians from Poland and the London government-in-exile.

	•  Elections would be held.






Declaration on Liberated Europe





The end of the war in Europe



	•  US troops raced to Trieste, Italy, to prevent Yugoslav forces seizing the port.

	•  The British Army raced across northern Germany, crossing the Elbe River to prevent Soviet troops reaching Denmark.

	•  Churchill urged the USA to prioritize taking Berlin and Prague ahead of the USSR. US generals were not willing to risk their soldiers for what they saw as political, not military, reasons.

	•  The Red Army captured both Berlin and Prague.

	•  Anglo-American forces occupied more than half the territory designated as the Soviet zone of occupation in Germany, but were withdrawn from these areas by early July.

	•  US President Franklin Delano Roosevelt died on 12 April 1945.
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	•  Significance examines the relative importance of people, events, ideas and so on, and whether evidence supports the claim of significance.







	Creating tensions





	Historical development
	Significant in causing tensions



	Declaration on Liberated Europe
	 



	US President Roosevelt’s death
	 



	An agreement that Poland’s provisional government would include officials from the government-in-exile
	 



	Anglo-American forces occupied more than half the territory designated as part of the USSR’s zone of occupation in Germany
	 



	The definition of democracy
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	•  grabs the reader’s attention

	•  addresses the demands of the question (a thesis statement is one effective method)

	•  identifies your argument’s main points.







	•  ideological differences

	•  inter-Allied negotiations

	•  post-war aims

	•  Russian Civil War

	•  Allied Control Commissions

	•  liberation of occupied Europe.
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