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        The Book of Jasher: An ancient historical text

      

      

      Contrary to common misunderstanding, there was no person named Jasher who authored this remarkable text. The title "The Book of Jasher" is simply an English translation of the Hebrew "Sefer haYashar," which more accurately means "The Book of the Just" or "The Upright Record."

      While not considered divine Scripture or part of the biblical canon, The Book of Jasher stands as a fascinating historical document that illuminates the world of biblical times. It parallel's the narratives found in Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, and Joshua, yet offers considerable additional historical information that enriches our understanding of these ancient accounts.

      The Bible itself references this enigmatic text twice:

      In 2 Samuel 1:18, we read: "He instructed that the people should be taught the bow. Look! This is written in the Book of Jasher." (Book of the Just.)

      And in Joshua 10:13, the Scripture states: "The Sun stood still, and the Moon stayed until the people had avenged themselves on their enemies. This is recorded in the Book of Jasher." (Book of the Just.)

      Perhaps most intriguingly, 2 Timothy 3:8 mentions figures who appear in Jasher but nowhere else in canonical Scripture: "And just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men who have distorted minds and are disqualified in the faith also oppose the truth."

      These figures, Jannes and Jambres, appear in The Book of Jasher as the magicians who confronted Moses before Pharaoh, yet they remain unnamed in the biblical Exodus account.

      The published history of this text is equally fascinating. The first printed version appeared in Venice in 1625, with its introduction referencing an earlier 1552 edition. While it was claimed to be a translation of an ancient manuscript, the distinguished scholar Joseph Dan suggests the book was actually composed in Naples during the sixteenth century.

      A significant development in the book's history occurred when Moses Samuel of Liverpool obtained a copy of the 1625 Hebrew edition and translated it into English. Unable to attach his name to the translation because his patron doubted the work's authenticity, Samuel sold his translation to Mordecai Manuel Noah for one hundred and fifty pounds in 1839.

      Joseph Smith, Jr., founder of the Latter Day Saints, acquired a copy in the early 1840s. Approximately four decades later, Elder Joseph Hyrum Parry of Salt Lake City purchased the translation rights from Mordecai Noah's estate. This led to the 1887 publication of The Book of Jasher by J. H. Parry & Company in Salt Lake City.

      Today, while mainstream biblical scholarship approaches the text with caution, The Book of Jasher is accepted as authentic by some scholars within the Latter-Day Saints tradition, and remains a valuable resource for anyone seeking to understand the historical and cultural context of Biblical narratives.
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      God said, "Let us make man in our image and likeness." God created man in his own image. God formed man out of the ground. God blew the breath of life into man's nostrils, and so man became a living human who could speak.

      The Lord said, "It is not good for man to be alone; I will make a companion for him." The Lord caused Adam to fall into a deep sleep. Adam slept. The Lord took away one of Adam's ribs, and made it flesh. The Lord formed it and took it to Adam. Adam awoke, and a woman was standing in front of him. He said, "This is bone of my bones. It will be called woman for it has been taken from man."

      Adam called her Eve as she was the mother of all living things. God blessed them and called them Adam and Eve on the day he created them. The Lord God said, "Be fruitful; multiply and fill the earth."

      The Lord God took Adam and his wife and placed them in the Garden of Eden to look after it and guard it. He ordered them as follows, "You may eat from every tree of the Garden. However, you must not eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, for in the day that you eat from it you will certainly die."

      God left after he blessed and commanded them. Adam and his wife lived in the Garden by the command which the Lord had given them.

      The serpent, which God had created with them on the earth, went to them to encourage them to sin against the command which God had given them. The serpent encouraged and persuaded the woman to eat from the Tree of Knowledge. The woman listened to the serpent and she sinned against the word of God. She ate from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Not only did she take from it but she also gave it to her husband to eat. Adam and his wife sinned against the command of God. God knew it, and he became angry with them and cursed them. On that day the Lord God drove them from the Garden of Eden.

      They left and lived east of the Garden of Eden. Adam had relations with his wife Eve and she bore him two sons and three daughters. She called the first born Cain, as she said, "I have obtained a man from the Lord." She called the other son Abel, for she said, "We came into the earth for no reason, and we will be taken from it for no reason."

      The boys grew up. Their father gave them a possession in the land. Cain was a tiller of the ground and Abel was a keeper of sheep. After a few years they brought an offering to the Lord. Cain brought the fruit of the ground, and Abel brought the first fat lambs of his flock. God preferred Abel's offering. A fire came down from the Lord from heaven and consumed it. The Lord did not like Cain or his offering, as he had brought the inferior fruit of the ground to the Lord. So Cain was jealous of his brother Abel, and he looked for a reason to kill him.

      Some time later, Cain and his brother Abel went to the field to do their work. They were both in the field, Cain tilling and plowing his ground, and Abel feeding his flock, and the flock walked over where Cain had plowed in the ground, which greatly upset Cain. So Cain angrily approached his brother Abel and said, "What is there between you and me, that you come to live and bring your flock to graze in my land?"

      Abel answered his brother Cain, "What is there between me and you, that you eat the flesh of my sheep and dress yourself in their wool? Now take off my sheep's wool you are wearing, and pay me for their produce as well as the flesh you have eaten, and after you will have done this, then I will leave your land!"

      Cain said to his brother Abel, "If I kill you today, who will require your blood from me?"

      Abel answered Cain, "Surely God who has made us on the earth will avenge me, and he will require my blood from you if you kill me! The Lord is the judge and the one with the power to decide a dispute! The Lord is the one who will pay a man back for evil, and the wicked man for the wickedness that he does on the earth. But now, if you kill me here, surely God knows your secret intentions and will judge you for the evil you threatened to do to me!"

      When Cain heard what Abel his brother said, he was very angry. Cain took the iron part of his plow, and suddenly struck his brother and killed him. Cain spilled Abel's blood on the earth. Abel's blood streamed on the earth in front of the flock. Afterwards Cain was sorry for killing his brother. He was extremely distressed and he most upset and wept over him. Cain dug a hole in the field and put his brother's body in it, and covered it with dirt. The Lord knew what Cain had done to his brother. The Lord appeared to Cain and said to him, "Where is Abel your brother? He was with you."

      Cain hid his emotions, and said, "I don't know; am I my brother's keeper?"

      The Lord said to him, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood cried to me from the ground where you killed him. You killed your brother and hid what you did from me, and thought that I did not see you or knew of your actions. But you killed your brother for nothing just because he spoke the truth to you, and so now you are cursed from the ground which opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from you, and in which you buried him. From now on when you til it, it will not produce for you as it did in the beginning, but it will produce thorns and thistles, and you will move and wander over the earth until the day you die."

      Then Cain left the Lord's presence, and he moved and wandered in the land to the east of Eden, he and all who belonged to him. Cain had relations with his wife, and she conceived and bore a son. Cain called him EnoChapter He said that in that time the Lord started giving him peace and quiet on the earth. At that time Cain also started building a city. He built the city and called it Enoch, after his son. In those times the Lord had given him peace on the earth, and he did not move about and wander as he did in the beginning. Irad was born to Enoch, and Irad fathered Mechuyael and Mechuyael fathered Methusael.
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      When Adam was one hundred and thirty years old, he again had relations with Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore a son who looked like him. She called him Seth, and said, "God has given me another child in the place of Abel, as Cain killed him."

      Seth lived for one hundred and five years, and he fathered a son. Seth called his son Enosh, and said, "In that time men began to increase, and to sin against and rebel against God."

      It was in the days of Enosh that men started sinning and rebelling against God, and this increased the anger of the Lord against men. Men started serving other gods, and they forgot the Lord who had created them on the earth. In those times men made images of brass, iron, wood and stone, and they bowed down to serve them. Every man made his god and bowed down to them. Men abandoned the Lord all the days of Enosh and his children. The Lord became angry with the abominations which they did on the earth. The Lord made the waters of the river Gihon engulf them, and he destroyed them. He destroyed one third of the earth, but yet men did not turn from their evil. They continued to do evil in the sight of the Lord. In those times there was neither sowing nor reaping on the earth. There was no food for men and the famine was severe.

      The seed which they sowed in the ground became thorns, thistles and briers, as from the days of Adam this was the declaration about the earth, that is, the curse of God, by which he cursed the earth because of Adam's sin before the Lord. When men continued to sin and rebel against God, and do dishonest deeds, that the earth also became dishonest.

      Enosh lived until the age of ninety and he fathered Cainan. Cainan grew up and he was forty years old. He grew wise and had knowledge, skill and wisdom. He reigned over all men. He taught men wisdom and knowledge. Cainan was a very wise man and had understanding and all kinds of wisdom, and with his wisdom he ruled over spirits and demons. In his wisdom, Cainan knew that God would destroy men for sinning on the earth, and that in the future the Lord would bring floodwaters on them.

      Cainan wrote what was to take place in the future on stone tablets, and put them in his treasures. Cainan reigned over the whole earth. He turned some men to the service of God. When Cainan was seventy years old, he fathered three sons and two daughters. These are the names of the children of Cainan: the name of the first born Mahlallel, the second Enan, and the third Mered. Their sisters were Adah and Zillah. These are the five children of Cainan. Lamech, the son of Methusael, took Cainan's two daughters as his wives. Adah conceived and bore a son to Lamech, and she called him Jabal. She conceived again and bore a son, and called him Jubal, and Zillah, her sister, was barren in those times and had no children.

      Men started sinning against God, and sinned against the commandments which God had commanded Adam, to be fruitful and multiply on the earth. Some men made their wives drink a brew that made them barren, so that they would keep their figures and not lose their beautiful appearance. When men made some of their wives drink it, Zillah drank with them. The child-bearing women were abominable in the sight of their husbands as widows, while their husbands lived, for they only liked the barren ones.

      When Zillah became old, the Lord opened her womb. She conceived and bore a son. She called him Tubal Cain, and said, "After I withered away I obtained him from the Almighty God."

      She conceived again and bore a daughter, and called her Naamah, for she said, "After I withered away I obtained pleasure and delight." Lamech was very old. His eyes were so dim that he could not see, and Tubal Cain, his son, had to lead him around. One day Lamech went into the field and Tubal Cain his son was with him. While they were walking in the field, Cain the son of Adam approached them. Lamech was very old and could not see well, and his son Tubal Cain was very young. Tubal Cain told his father to draw his bow, and with the arrows he struck Cain, who was still at a distance, and he killed him, as at that distance they thought he was an animal.

      The arrows struck Cain's body although he was far from them, and he fell to the ground and died. The Lord paid back Cain's evil according to the wickedness he had done to his brother Abel, according to the command of the Lord. After Cain died, Lamech and Tubal went to see the animal they had killed, and to their surprise they saw their grandfather Cain dead on the ground.

      Lamech was very distressed at having done this, and by clapping his hands together he struck his son and caused his death. The wives of Lamech heard what Lamech had done, and they tried to kill him. From that day on the wives of Lamech hated him because he killed Cain and Tubal Cain. The wives of Lamech left him, and would not listen to him.

      Lamech went to his wives, and he urged them to listen to him about this matter. He said to his wives Adah and Zillah, "Wives of Lamech, listen to what I have to say! You have accused me of killing a man and a child despite them having done no violence. Surely you know that I am old and gray-haired, and that my eyes are heavy from age, and I did this unwittingly."

      The wives of Lamech listened to him over this matter, and they returned to him with the advice of their father Adam, but from that time on they bore him no children. They knew that God's anger was increasing against men, and that God would destroy them with floodwaters for their evil doings. Mahlallel the son of Cainan lived for sixty-five years and he fathered Jared. Jared lived for sixty-two years and he fathered EnoChapter
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      When Enoch was sixty-five years old he fathered Methuselah. Enoch walked with God after having fathered Methuselah. He served the Lord and despised the evil ways of men. Enoch's life was wrapped up in the instruction of the Lord. He had knowledge and understanding and he wisely retired from men, and kept himself away from them for many days. After many years, while he was serving the Lord and praying in the Lord's presence in his house, an angel of the Lord called to him from Heaven, and he answered, "Here I am."

      The angel said, "Leave your house and the place where you are hiding yourself, and appear to men, so you can teach them how to act and the work which they must do to follow God's ways."

      Enoch arose according to the word of the Lord, and left his house, his place and the chamber in which he was hidden. He went to men and taught them the Lord's ways. He assembled men and acquainted them with the instructions of the Lord. He ordered that it be proclaimed in all places where men lived: "Where is the man who wishes to know the ways of the Lord and good works? Let him come to EnoChapter"

      All men assembled to him. All who desired this went to EnoChapter Enoch reigned over men according to the word of the Lord. They came and bowed to him and they heard his word. The spirit of God was on EnoChapter He taught all the men the wisdom of God and his ways, and men served the Lord all Enoch's life, and they went to hear his wisdom. All the kings of men, both first and last, together with their princes and judges, went to Enoch when they heard of his wisdom. They bowed down to him, and they also asked Enoch to reign over them, to which he agreed.

      One hundred and thirty kings and princes assembled, and they made Enoch king over them and they were all under his power and command. Enoch taught them wisdom, knowledge and the ways of the Lord. He made peace among them, and there was peace throughout the earth during Enoch's lifetime. Enoch reigned over men for two hundred and forty-three years. He worked justice and righteousness with all his people, and he led them in the ways of the Lord.

      These are the generations of Enoch, Methuselah, Elisha, and Elimelech, three sons, and their sisters were Melca and Nahmah. Methuselah lived for eighty-seven years and fathered LameChapter It was in the fifty-sixth year of the life of Lamech when Adam died. He was nine hundred and thirty years old was when he died, and his two sons, with Enoch and Methuselah his son, buried him with great ceremony, as at the burial of kings, in the cave which God had told him. In that place all men greatly mourned and wept over Adam. Thus it has become a custom among men today. Adam died because he ate from the Tree of Knowledge, he and his children after him, as the Lord God had said.

      The year of Adam's death was the two hundred and forty-third year of the reign of Enoch, in the time that Enoch decided to separate himself from men and to secret himself to serve the Lord. Enoch did not entirely secret himself from them, but kept away from men for three days and then went to them for one day. During the three days he was in his chamber, he prayed to and praised the Lord his God, and the day on which he appeared to his subjects he taught them the ways of the Lord, and when they asked him about the Lord he told them. He did this for many years, then afterwards he hid himself for six days, and appeared to his people one day in seven, then after that once in a month, then once in a year, until all the kings, princes and sons of men looked for him, wanting again to see Enoch's face and hear his word. However, they could not, as all men were greatly afraid of EnoChapter They were afraid to approach him because of the Godlike awe on his countenance by which no man could look at him, afraid he would be punished and die.

      All the kings and princes decided to assemble men, and to come to Enoch to speak to him when he came among them. The day came when Enoch went out and they all assembled to him. Enoch spoke to them the words of the Lord. He taught them wisdom and knowledge, and they bowed down in front of him. They said, "Long live the king!"

      Some time after, when the kings and princes and men were speaking to Enoch, and Enoch was teaching them the ways of God, an angel of the Lord called to Enoch from heaven. He wanted to bring him up to heaven to make him reign over the sons of God as he had reigned over men on earth. When Enoch heard this he assembled all the inhabitants of the earth, and taught them wisdom and knowledge and gave them divine instructions.

      He said to them, "I have been obliged to ascend into heaven, and so I do not know the day I will now. So then I will teach you wisdom and knowledge and before I leave I will instruct you how to act on earth so that you may live."

      He did this. He taught them wisdom and knowledge, instructed them and reproved them, and he placed statutes and judgments to do on the earth before them, and he made peace among them. He taught them about everlasting life, and lived with them for some time teaching them all these things.

      At that time men were with Enoch, and Enoch was speaking to them, they looked up and what looked like a huge horse descended from heaven, and the horse paced in the air. They told Enoch what they had seen. Enoch said to them, "This horse descends to earth because of me. The time has come when I must leave you and I will no longer be seen by you."

      Then horse descended and stood in front of Enoch, and all men that were with Enoch saw him. Enoch then again ordered it be proclaimed: "Where is the man who wants to know the ways of the Lord his God? Let him come today to Enoch before he is taken from us."

      All men assembled to Enoch that day, and the kings of the earth along with their princes and counsellors stayed with him that day. Enoch taught men wisdom and knowledge, and gave them divine instruction. He told them to serve the Lord and walk in his ways all the days of their lives, and he continued to make peace among them. It was after this that Enoch left and rode on the horse. He left he left and all men went after him, about eight hundred thousand men, and they went with him for one day's journey. The second day he said to them, "Return home to your tents: why do you go? You may die!" Then some of them left him, and those that stayed went with him for six days. Enoch said to them daily, "Return to your tents, or you may die." However, they were not willing to return, and they went with him. On the sixth day some of the men stayed with him, and said to him, "We will go with you to the place where you are going. As the Lord lives, only death only will separate us!"

      They urged him to go with them to the degree that he stopped speaking to them, and they went after him and would not return. When the kings returned they ordered a census to be taken, so that they would know the number of men that went with EnoChapter

      It was on the seventh day that Enoch ascended to heaven in a whirlwind, with horses and chariots of fire. On the eighth day all the kings that had been with Enoch sent to bring back the men who were with EnoChapter They sent to the place from which he ascended to heaven. All the kings went to the place and they found the earth there filled with snow, and on the snow were large stones of snow. One said to the other, "Let us break through the snow and see what has happened. Perhaps the men who stayed with Enoch are dead, and are now under the stones of snow." However, they searched for Enoch but could not find him, for he had ascended to heaven.
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      Enoch lived on earth for three hundred and sixty-five years. When Enoch had ascended to heaven, all the kings of the earth arose and took Methuselah his son and anointed him, and they made him reign over them in the place of his father.

      Methuselah acted justly in the sight of God, as his father Enoch had taught him, and he too for all his life taught men wisdom, knowledge and the fear of God, and he did not turn right or left from the good path.

      However, in the later days of Methuselah, men turned from the Lord. They ruined the earth, and robbed and plundered each other, and rebelled against God. They sinned, and they corrupted their ways, and would not listen to the voice of Methuselah, but rebelled against him. The Lord was exceedingly angry with them.

      The Lord continued to destroy the seed in those times, so that there was no sowing or reaping on the earth. When they sowed the ground to obtain food for their livelihood, thorns and thistles that they had not sown were produced.

      Still men did not turn from their evil ways, and their hands still did evil in the sight of God. They provoked the Lord with their evil ways, and the Lord was very angry, and was sorry that he had made man. He intended to destroy and annihilate them. In those times when Lamech the son of Methuselah was one hundred and sixty years old, Seth the son of Adam died. Seth lived for nine hundred and twelve years. Lamech was one hundred and eighty years old when he took Ashmua, the daughter of Elishaa the son of Enoch his uncle, and she conceived.

      At that time men sowed the ground and produced a little food, yet men did not turn from their evil ways, and they sinned and rebelled against God. Lamech's wife conceived and bore him a son at that time, at the revolution of the year. Methuselah called him Noah, and said, "In his time the earth was at rest and free from corruption." Lamech his father called him Menachem, and said, "He will comfort us in our works and miserable labor on the earth, which God had cursed."

      The child grew up and was weaned, and he followed the ways of his father Methuselah, completely just in God's sight. All men left the ways of the Lord in those times as they multiplied on the face of the earth with sons and daughters. They taught each other their evil practices and they kept sinning against the Lord. Every man made himself a god, and every man robbed and plundered his neighbor as well as his relative. They ruined the earth, and the earth was filled with violence. Their judges and rulers went to the daughters of men and took their wives by force from their husbands, whichever one they liked.

      In those times men took the cattle of the earth, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air, and taught the mixture of animals of one species with the other, in order to provoke the Lord. God saw that the whole earth was corrupt, for all living thing on earth, all men and animals, were corrupt.

      The Lord said, "I will blot out man that I created from the face of the earth. I will blot out all, from man to the birds of the air, the cattle and beasts that are in the field, as I am sorry that I made them."

      All men who walked in the ways of the Lord died in those times, before the Lord brought the evil that he had declared on man. This was from the Lord, so that they would not see the evil which the Lord spoke of about men. Noah found grace in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord chose Noah and his children to raise up descendants from them on the face of the whole earth.
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      It was in the eighty-fourth year of the life of Noah, that Enoch the son of Seth died. He was nine hundred and five years old. In the one hundred and seventy ninth year of the life of Noah, Cainan the son of Enosh died. Cainan lived for nine hundred and ten years. In the two hundred and thirty fourth year of the life of Noah, Mahlallel the son of Cainan died. Mahlallel lived for eight hundred and ninety-five years. Jared the son of Mahlallel died in those times, in the three hundred and thirty-sixth year of the life of Noah. Jared lived for nine hundred and sixty-two years.

      All who followed the Lord died in those times, before they saw the evil which God had declared he would do on the earth. After the lapse of many years, in the four hundred and eightieth year of the life of Noah, when everyone men who followed the Lord had died, and only Methuselah was left, God said to Noah and Methuselah, "Proclaim this to men, 'Thus says the Lord, return from your evil ways and abandon your works, and the Lord will repent of the evil that he declared to do to you, so that it will not come to pass. For the Lord says, I will give you one hundred and twenty years. If you turn to me and abandon your evil ways, then will I too will abandon the evil which I told you, and it will not exist, says the Lord."

      Noah and Methuselah spoke all the words of the Lord to men, day after day, constantly. But men would not listen to them as they were obstinate. The Lord granted them a period of one hundred and twenty years, and said, "If they return, then God will change his mind about the evil, and will destroy the earth."

      Noah, the son of Lamech, refrained from taking a wife in those times, to father children, for he said, "Surely now God will destroy the earth, so why would I then father children?"

      Noah was a completely just man of his time, and the Lord chose him to raise up descendants from his descendants on the face of the earth. The Lord said to Noah, "Take a wife and father children, for I have seen that you are righteous before me in this generation. You will raise up descendants, and your children with you, in the midst of the earth."

      Noah took a wife, choosing Naamah the daughter of Enoch, and she was five hundred and eighty years old. Noah was four hundred and ninety-eight years old, when he took Naamah as a wife. Naamah conceived and bore a son, and he called him Japheth, and said, "God has enlarged me on the earth." She conceived again and bore a son, and he called him Shem, and said, "God has made me a remnant to raise up descendants in the earth."

      Noah was five hundred and two years old when Naamah bore Shem, and the boys grew up and went in the ways of the Lord, in everything that Methuselah and Noah their father taught them. Lamech, the father of Noah, died in those times. In truth he did not follow the ways of his father with his whole heart. He died in the hundred and ninety-fifth year of the life of Noah. Lamech died at the age of seven hundred and seventy years. All men who knew the Lord died in that year before the Lord brought evil on them, as the Lord wanted them to die so that they would not the evil that God would bring on their brothers and relatives.

      In that time, the Lord said to Noah and Methuselah, "Stand and proclaim to men all the words that I spoke to you in those times, so that they may turn from their evil ways, and I will then change my mind and not bring the evil."

      Noah and Methuselah stood, and said to men everything that God had said about them. But men would not listen to their declarations. After this that the Lord said to Noah, "The end of all flesh is night because of their evil deeds, and I will destroy the earth. Take gopher wood, and go to a certain place and make a large ark, and place it in that spot. This is how you will make it: three hundred cubits its length, fifty cubits broad and thirty cubits high. Make a door, open at its side, and you will finish above to a cubit, and cover it with pitch inside and out. I will bring the floodwaters on the earth, and all flesh will be destroyed. Everything under the heavens and everything that is on the earth will perish. You and your household are to go and gather two of all living things, male and female, and bring them to the ark to raise their descendants on the earth. Gather all the food that is eaten by all the animals, so that there will be food for you and for them. You will choose three maidens, from the daughters of men, to be wives for your sons."

      Noah arose and built the ark in the place where God had commanded him. Noah did as God had ordered him. When Noah was five hundred and ninety-five years old, he started making the ark, and he finished it in five years, as the Lord had commanded him. Then Noah took the three daughters of Eliakim, son of Methuselah, as wives for his sons, as the Lord had commanded him. At that time Methuselah the son of Enoch died, at the age of nine hundred and sixty years old.
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      At that time, after Methuselah's death, the Lord said to Noah, "You and your household are to go into the ark. I will gather to you all the animals of the earth, the beasts of the field and the birds of the air. They will all come and surround the ark. Go and seat yourself at the doors of the ark, and all the beasts, the animals and the birds will assemble before you, and whichever ones crouch before you, give to your sons to bring them to the ark. All the ones that stand before you will make leave."

      The Lord brought this about on the very next day. Animals, beasts and birds came in great numbers and surrounded the ark. Noah seated himself by the door of the ark. He brought into the ark all animals that crouched in front of him. He left on the earth all animals that stood in front of him. A lioness came with her two cubs, male and female, and all three crouched before Noah. The two cubs attacked the lioness and made her flee and they returned to their places, and crouched on the earth before Noah. The lioness ran away, and stood in the place of the lions. Noah saw this, and wondered about it greatly. He took the two cubs and brought them into the ark.

      Noah brought into the ark from all living creatures that were on the earth, so that there none were missed. They went to Noah into the ark two by two, but from the clean animals, and clean fowls, he brought seven couples, as God had commanded him. All the animals, beasts and birds were still there and they surrounded the ark at every place. It did not rain had until seven days later. On that day, the Lord made the whole earth shake, and darkened the sun, and the foundations of the world raged. The whole earth was violently moved. The lightning flashed and the thunder roared, and all the fountains on the earth were shaken, such as never had been seen before. God did this mighty act in order to terrify men, so that there would be no more evil on the earth.

      Still men did not turn from their evil ways, and they made the Lord angrier at that time. At the end of seven days, in the six hundredth year of the life of Noah, floodwaters were on the earth. All the fountains of the deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. The rain was on the earth for forty days and forty nights.

      Noah and his household, and all the living creatures that were with him, came into the ark because of the floodwaters, and the Lord shut him in. All men that were left on the earth became exhausted because of the rain, for the waters were coming more strongly on the earth, and the animals and beasts were still surrounding the ark.

      Men assembled, about seven hundred thousand men and women, and they went to Noah to the ark. They called to Noah, "Open up for us to come to you in the ark so that we won't die!"

      Noah loudly answered them from the ark, "Have you not all rebelled against the Lord, and said that he does not exist? So then the Lord has brought this evil on you, to destroy and cut you off from the face of the earth. Is not this the thing that I spoke to you of hundred and twenty years ago? You would not listen to the voice of the Lord, and now you wish to live on the earth?"

      They said to Noah, "We are ready to return to the Lord. Open up for us so that we can live and not die."

      Noah answered them, "Now that you see your lives in danger you wish to return to the Lord! Why did you not return during these hundred and twenty years, which the Lord granted you as the determined period? But now you come and tell me this because your lives are in danger! But now the Lord will not listen to you! You will not get what you want!"

      Men tried to break into the ark, and come inside because of the rain, as they could not bear the rain on them. The Lord sent all the beasts and animals that stood round the ark. The beasts overpowered them and drove them from that place, and they again scattered themselves over the face of the earth. The rain was still falling on the earth, and it fell for forty days and forty nights. The waters greatly flooded the earth. All living things on the earth or in the waters died, whether men, animals, beasts, creeping things or birds of the air, except for Noah and those who were with him in the ark.

      The floodwaters greatly increased over the earth, and they lifted up the ark and it was raised from the earth. The ark floated on the waters, and it was tossed on the waters so that all the living creatures within were turned around like soup in a pot. All living creatures that were in the ark were greatly afraid that the ark would be broken. All the living creatures that were in the ark were terrified. The lions roared, the oxen lowed, the wolves howled and every living creature in the ark lamented in its own language, so that their voices reached to a great distance, and Noah and his sons cried in their troubles. They feared that they had reached the gates of death.

      Noah prayed to the Lord, "Lord help us! We have no strength to bear the evil that has encompassed us. The waters have surrounded us; harmful currents have terrified us; the snares of death have come before us. Lord, answer us, favor us and be gracious to us, redeem us and save us."

      The Lord listened to Noah, and the Lord remembered him. A wind passed over the earth, and the waters were still and the ark rested. The fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped. The rain from heaven was held back. Then the waters decreased, and the ark rested on the mountains of Ararat. Noah opened the windows of the ark, and called out to the Lord at that time, "Lord, who formed the earth and the heavens and everything that are in it, save our lives from this confinement, and from the prison in which you have placed us. I am exhausted from my troubles."

      The Lord listened to Noah, and said to him, "You can go out after a full year." At the revolution of the year, after a full year of Noah's living in the ark, the waters were dried off the earth, and Noah took the covering off of the ark. At that time, on the twenty-seventh day of the second month, the earth was dry, but Noah and his sons, and those that were with him, did not leave the ark until the Lord told them. The day came that the Lord told them to go out, and they all left the ark. Each one returned to his way and to his place. Noah and his sons lived in the land that God had told them, and they served the Lord all their days. The Lord blessed Noah and his sons on their leaving the ark. He said to them, "Be fruitful and fill all the earth. Become strong and increase greatly on the earth and multiply."
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      These are the names of Noah's sons: Japheth, Ham and Shem. Children were born to them after the flood, as they had taken wives before the flood. These are the sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras, seven sons. The sons of Gomer were Askinaz, Rephath and Tegarmah. Magog's sons were Elichanaf and Lubal. Madai's children were Achon, Zeelo, Chazoni and Lot. The sons of Javan were Elisha, Tarshish, Chittim and Dudonim. Tubal's sons were Ariphi, Kesed and Taari. The sons of Meshech were Dedon, Zaron and Shebashni. The sons of Tiras were Benib, Gera, Lupirion and Gilak. These are the sons of Japheth according to their families. Their numbers in those times were about four hundred and sixty men.

      These are the sons of Ham: Cush, Mitzraim, Phut and Canaan, four sons. The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabta, Raama and Satecha. The sons of Raama were Sheba and Dedan. Mitzraim's sons were Lud, Anom and Pathros, Chasloth and Chaphtor. The sons of Phut were Gebul, Hadan, Benah and Adan. Canaan's sons were Zidon, Heth, Amori, Gergashi, Hivi, Arkee, Seni, Arodi, Zimodi and Chamothi. These are the sons of Ham, according to their families, and in those times they numbered about seven hundred and thirty men.

      These are the sons of Shem: Elam, Ashur, Arpachshad, Lud and Aram, five sons. The sons of Elam were Shushan, Machul and Harmon. Ashar's sons were Mirus and Mokil. The sons of Arpachshad were Shelach, Anar and Ashcol. The sons of Lud were Pethor and Bizayon. Aram's sons were Uz, Chul, Gather and Mash. These are the sons of Shem, according to their families. In those times they numbered about three hundred men.

      These are the generations of Shem. Shem fathered Arpachshad and Arpachshad fathered ShelaChapter Shelach fathered Eber and to Eber were born two children. The name of one was Peleg, for in his times men were divided, and in the future the earth was divided. The name of the second was Yoktan, as in his day the lives of men were diminished and lessened. These are the sons of Yoktan: Almodad, Shelaf, Chazarmoveth, Yerach, Hadurom, Ozel, Diklah, Obal, Abimael, Sheba, Ophir, Havilah and Jobab. All these are the sons of Yoktan. Peleg his brother fathered Yen, and Yen fathered Serug, and Serug fathered Nahor. Nahor fathered Terah, and Terah was thirty-eight years old, and he fathered Haran and Nahor.

      Cush the son of Ham, the son of Noah, took a wife in those times in his old age. She bore a son, and they called him Nimrod, and said, "At that time men again began to rebel and sin against God." The child grew up, and his father loved him greatly, as he was the son of his old age. The garments of skin that God made for Adam and his wife when they left the Garden were given to Cush. After the death of Adam and his wife, the garments were given to Enoch, the son of Jared, and when Enoch was taken up to God, he gave them to his son Methuselah. After the death of Methuselah, Noah brought them to the ark, and they were with him until he left the ark.

      As they left, Ham stole those garments from his father Noah, and he took them and hid them from his brothers. When Ham fathered his firstborn Cush, he gave him the garments secretly, and they were with Cush for a long time. Cush also hid them from his sons and brothers, and when Cush had fathered Nimrod, he gave him those garments due to his love for him. Nimrod grew up, and when he was twenty years old he put on those garments. Nimrod became strong when he put on the garments, and God gave him powerful strength. He was a mighty hunter on the earth and a mighty hunter in the field. He hunted animals and built altars, and he offered the animals on them to the Lord. Nimrod strengthened himself, and he arose among his brothers. He fought the battles of his brothers against all their enemies.

      The Lord delivered all the enemies of his brothers into his hands. God prospered him in his battles, and he reigned on the earth. It happened in those times, that when a man sent out those that he had trained for battle, he would say to them, "Just as God did to Nimrod, who was a mighty hunter on the earth, and who succeeded in the battles that warred against his brothers, and rescued them from their enemies, so may God strengthen us and rescue us today."

      When Nimrod was forty years old, there was a war between his brothers and the children of Japheth who were in the power of their enemies. Nimrod left and assembled all the sons of Cush and their families, about four hundred and sixty men. He also hired some of his friends and acquaintances, about eighty men, and he went with them to battle. When he was on the road, Nimrod strengthened the minds of the people who went with him. He said to them, "Do not be afraid or alarmed, for all our enemies will be delivered into our hands, and you may do with them as you like."

      There were about five hundred men who went, and they fought against their enemies, destroyed and subdued them, and Nimrod placed officers over them in their respective places. He took some of their children as security, and they were all servants to Nimrod and to his brothers. Nimrod and all the people who were with him turned for home. After Nimrod joyfully returned from battle after conquering his enemies, all his brothers, together with those who knew him before, assembled to make him king over them, and they placed the royal crown on his head. He set princes, judges and rulers over his subjects and people, as is the custom among kings. He placed Terah the son of Nahor as the prince of his army, and he distinguished him and elevated him above all his princes. While he was reigning according to his heart's desire, after conquering all his enemies, he decided with his counselors to build a city for his palace, and they did. They found a large valley opposite the east, and they built him a large and extensive city. Nimrod called the city that he built Shinar, for the Lord had fervently shaken his enemies and destroyed them. Nimrod lived in Shinar and reigned securely. He fought his enemies and subdued them. He prospered in all his battles, and his kingdom became very large. All nations and languages heard of his fame, and they gathered themselves to him, and they bowed down to the earth, and they brought him offerings, and he became their lord and king, and they all lived with him in the city at Shinar, and Nimrod reigned on the earth over all the sons of Noah, and they were all under his power and guidance. All the earth had one language, but Nimrod did not follow the ways of the Lord, as he was more wicked than all the men who had gone before him, from the days of the flood until those times. He made gods of wood and stone and worshiped them. He rebelled against the Lord, and he taught all his subjects and the people of the earth his wicked ways. His son Mardon was more wicked than his father. Every one that heard about the acts of Mardon the son of Nimrod would say about him, "From the wicked goes out wickedness." So then this became a proverb in the whole earth, "From the wicked goes out wickedness." The proverb was current in the words of men from now until then.

      Terah the son of Nahor, the prince of Nimrod's army, was in those times very important in the sight of the king and his subjects, and the king and princes loved him, and they considered him very important. Terah took a wife whose name was Amthelo the daughter of Cornebo. Terah's wife conceived and bore him a son in those times. Terah was seventy years old when he fathered him. Terah called his son Abram, because the king had raised him in those times, and distinguished him above all his princes that were with him.
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      On the night that Abram was born, all the servants of Terah and all the wise men of Nimrod and his conjurors came and ate and drank in the house of Terah. They celebrated with him on that night. When all the wise men and conjurors left Terah's house, they looked up toward heaven that night to look at the stars, and they saw one very large star which came from the east and went in the heavens, and swallowed up the four stars from the four sides of the heavens. All the wise men of the king and his conjurors were dumbfounded at the sight, and the sages understood this matter and they knew its importance. They said to each other, "This is a sign that the child who has been born to Terah this night will grow up and be fruitful, and multiply, and possess all the earth, he and his children forever, and he and his descendants will kill great kings and inherit their lands."

      The wise men and conjurors went home that night, and in the morning all the wise men and conjurors left early, and assembled in an appointed house. They said to each other, "Indeed the sight that we saw last night is hidden from the king and has not been made known to him. If this becomes known to the king in the later times, he will ask us, 'Why have you hid this matter from me?' and then we will all die. So now let us go and tell the king of the sight which we saw, and its interpretation, and we will be in the clear."

      They did so, and they all went to the king and bowed down to the ground to him. They said, "Long live the king! We heard that a son was born to Terah the son of Nahor, the prince of your army. Last night we went to his house, and we ate and drank and celebrated with him that night. When your servants left the house of Terah, to go to our homes to stay there for the night, we lifted up our eyes to heaven, and we saw a great star coming from the east. The same star moved with great speed and swallowed up four great stars from the four sides of the heavens. Your servants were astounded at the sight which we saw, and we were greatly terrified. We made our judgment on the sight, and knew the proper interpretation by our wisdom that this thing applies to the child that is born to Terah. He will grow up and multiply greatly, and become powerful. He will kill all the kings of the earth and inherit all their lands, he and his descendants forever. But now our lord and king, we have truly brought you up to date you with what we have seen about this child. If it seems good to the king to give his father the payment of this child, we will kill him before he grows up, increases in the land, and increases his evil against us, so that we and our children perish through his evil."

      The king heard their words and they seemed good to him, and he called for Terah. Terah went to the king. The king said to Terah, "I have been told that last night a son was born to you, and signs were observed in the heavens at his birth. So then give me the child, that we may kill him before his evil springs up against us. I will give you his payment, your house full of silver and gold."

      Terah answered the king, "My Lord and king, I have heard your words, and your servant will do everything that his king wishes. But my lord and king, I will tell you what happened to me last night, so that I may see what advice the king will give his servant, and then I will answer the king about what he has just said."

      The king said, "Speak."

      Terah said to the king, "Ayon, the son of Mored, went to me last night and said, 'Give me the magnificent, beautiful horse that the king gave you, and I will give you silver and gold, and hay and food at its payment.' I said to him, 'Wait until I see the king about your words, and whatever the king says, that will I do.' But now my lord and king, I have told you this, and I will follow the advice which my king will give to his servant."

      The king heard Terah's words, and became angry with him and considered him in a fool. The king answered Terah, "Are you so stupid, ignorant, and lacking in understanding, that you would sell your beautiful horse for silver and gold or even for hay and food? Are you so short of silver and gold, that you would do this thing, because you cannot obtain hay and food to feed your horse? What is silver and gold to you, or hay and food, that you would give away that fine horse which I gave you! There is nothing like him on the whole earth!"

      The king stopped speaking, and Terah answered him, "This is how the king has spoken to his servant. I beg you, my lord and king, what is this you said to me, 'Give me your son so that we can kill him, and I will give you silver and gold for his payment.' What will I do with silver and gold after the death of my son? Who will inherit from me? Surely at my death, the silver and gold will return to my king who gave it."

      When the king heard the words of Terah, and the parable which he brought about the king, he was very upset and he was distressed over this thing, and his anger burned inside him. Terah saw that the king was angry with him, and he answered the king, "Everything that I have is in the king's power. The king will do whatever the king wishes to do to his servant. Even my son is in the king's power, without payment in exchange, he and his two brothers that are older than he."

      The king said to Terah, "No, but I will purchase your younger son for a price.

      Terah answered the king, "I beg you, my lord and king, let your servant say a word to you, and let the king hear the word of his servant. Let my king give me three days' time to consider this matter within myself, and consult with my family over the words of my king." He urged the king greatly to agree to this. The king listened to Terah, and he gave him three days.

      Terah left the king's presence, and he went home to his family and told them all the words of the king. The people were very afraid. On the third day that the king sent to Terah and said, "Send me your son for a price as I spoke to you. If you do not, I will send and kill everyone in your house, so that you will not even have a dog left."

      Terah hurried, as the matter was urgent from the king. He took a child from one of his servants, which his handmaid had borne to him that day. Terah brought the child to the king and received payment for him. The Lord was with Terah in this matter, that Nimrod might not cause Abram's death. The king took the child from Terah and with all his might smashed his head on the ground, as he thought he was Abram. The matter was hidden from him from that day, and the king forgot about it, as it was the will of Providence not to allow Abram's death.

      Terah took Abram his son secretly, along with his mother and nurse, and he hid them in a cave, and brought them provisions monthly. The Lord was with Abram in the cave and he grew up. Abram was in the cave for ten years. The king and his princes, soothsayers and sages thought that the king had killed Abram.
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      Haran, the son of Terah, Abram's oldest brother, took a wife in those times. Haran was thirty-nine years old when he took her. Haran's wife conceived and bore a son, and he called him Lot. She conceived again and bore a daughter, and she called her Milca. She again conceived and bore a daughter, and she called her Sarai. Haran was forty-two years old when he fathered Sarai, which was in the tenth year of the life of Abram. In those times Abram, his mother and nurse left the cave, as the king and his subjects had forgotten the matter of Abram.

      When Abram came out from the cave, he went to Noah and his son Shem, and he stayed with them to learn the instruction of the Lord and his ways. No one knew where Abram was, and Abram served Noah and Shem his son for a long time. Abram was in Noah's house for thirty-nine years. Abram knew the Lord from three years old, and he followed the ways of the Lord until the day of his death, as Noah and his son Shem had taught him.

      All the sons of the earth in those times greatly sinned against the Lord. They rebelled against him and they served other gods, and they forgot the Lord who had created them on the earth. The inhabitants of the earth made gods for themselves at that time, gods of wood and stone which could not speak, hear, nor deliver, and men served them and they became their gods. The king and all his servants, and Terah with his entire household were the first of those to serve gods of wood and stone. Terah had twelve gods which were large size and made of wood and stone, after the twelve months of the year, and he served each one monthly. Each month Terah brought his meat offering and drink offering to his gods. Terah did this the whole time.

      Everything that generation were wicked in the sight of the Lord. Every man made his own god. They abandoned the Lord who had created them. There was not a man found in those times in the whole earth who knew the Lord as they each served their own god. However Noah and his household and everyone who were under his counsel knew the Lord in those times.

      Abram the son of Terah was doing well in the house of Noah, and no one knew it, and the Lord was with him. The Lord gave Abram an understanding heart, and he knew all the works of that generation were useless, and that all their gods were useless. Abram saw the sun shining on the earth, and Abram said to himself, "Surely now the sun that shines on the earth is God, and I will serve him."

      Abram served the sun on that day and he prayed to him, and when evening came the sun set as usual, so Abram said to himself, "Surely this cannot be God?"

      Abram kept speaking to himself, "Who is he who made the heavens and the earth? Who created on the earth? Where is he?" It became night, and he looked up toward the west, north, south and east, and he saw that the sun had vanished from the earth, and the day became dark. Abram saw the stars and moon in front of him, and he said, "Surely this is the God who created the whole earth as well as man, and these his servants are gods around him."

      Abram served the moon and prayed to it everything that night. In the morning when it was light and the sun shone on the earth as usual, Abram saw everything that the Lord God had made on the earth. Abram said to himself, "Surely these are not gods that made the earth and all mankind, but these are the servants of God!"

      Abram stayed in the house of Noah and knew the Lord and his ways. He served the Lord all his life, but everything that generation forgot the Lord, and served other gods of wood and stone, and rebelled all their lives.

      King Nimrod reigned securely and all the earth was under his control, and all the earth had one language. All the princes of Nimrod and his notable men took counsel together: Phut, Mitzraim, Cush and Canaan with their families. They said to each other, "Let us build a city and a strong tower around it, and its top reaching heaven. We will make ourselves famous, and we will reign over the whole world. The evil of our enemies will cease, and we will reign mightily over them. We will not become scattered over the earth because of their wars."

      They all went to the king, and they said this to the king. The king agreed with them about this matter and acted on it. All the families assembled, about six hundred thousand men, and they went to seek a broad piece of ground to build the city and the tower. They looked over in the whole region but they found nothing except one valley at the east of the land of Shinar, about a two days' walk. They traveled there and they lived there. They made bricks and burned fires to build the city and the tower that they intended to complete. The building of the tower was to them a sin, and they began to build it

      While they were building against the Lord God of heaven, they thought they would make war against him and ascend to heaven. All these people and all the families divided themselves in three parts. The first said, "We will ascend to heaven and fight against him."

      The second said, "We will ascend to heaven and place our own gods there and serve them."

      The third part said, "We will ascend to heaven and strike him with bows and spears."

      God knew all their works and all their evil
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Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.
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