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––––––––

My butch-crush Levy worked in a cage downstairs—in the deep, dark, scary basement underneath the big, bright, shiny department store.  She had the kind of job most people have never heard of: she fixed merchandise customers broke or returned, and she shipped manufacturers products that were still under warrantee.  Anything she couldn’t fix or get repaired, she wrote off.

Levy was supposed to ditch the busted goods, but she went against corporate regulations and kept them for parts.  Management probably knew, but they were too scared to scold her.  Levy always said that’s why they had her working in a cage—they could lock her in there like a rabid dog if she ever got out of control.  You wouldn’t know it to look at her, but Levy had a great sense of humour.  Nobody knew the real her.  That’s because she scared everyone shitless.

But not me.  I wasn’t afraid.  Or, if I was, the fear was tempered so much by attraction that it only pumped up my desire to seek out the dyke downstairs and rattle her cage.  I daydreamed about Levy constantly.  I looked for any excuse to go down there.

Me?  I worked the sales floor—part-time, because Management claimed nothing else was available.  Not that I believed a word they said.  I knew better than to trust “the man,” even when the man was a group of nattering women, and even if that group brought in
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