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The Series

Q1: Who created Friends?







Marta Kauffman and David Crane. The duo created the series while Kevin Bright, though closely associated with the show, was an executive producer and director of 60 episodes. He was involved in most aspects of the series, except writing.
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Q2: What network was home to Friends during its original broadcast?



NBC. Although 




NBC. Although Friends was an instant hit, the network was more excited about Madman of the People starring Dabney Coleman. Despite Madman having the best timeslot in television (sandwiched between Seinfeld and ER) and finishing the season ranked #12, the series only lasted one season, making it the fourth-highest-rated show ever to get canceled. Network executives explained that Madman lost a considerable portion of its lead-in audience from Seinfeld and was hindering the then-freshman hit drama ER.
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Q3: After the series was pitched, what gathering place did NBC want instead of a coffee shop?







Diner. At the time, it was not chic to hang out in a coffee shop. Internet cafes did not exist and Starbucks was just starting to expand along the West Coast. Networks preferred to use formulas that worked so NBC wanted a diner, like Seinfeld. The producers resisted the suggestion because they didn’t want to be Seinfeld.

Fun Fact

Other titles considered for the Friends pilot were Bleecker Street, Central Perk Cafe and Once Upon a Time in the West Village. The first draft of the script was titled “NBC Pilot Which Still Needs a Title.” NBC President Warren Littlefield suggested Across the Hall. Warner Bros. sponsored an internal name-that-show contest, and the winner was Friends Like Us but NBC thought it would be confused with a new show on ABC.

If you enjoy sitcom fun facts, check out the following book:

Friends Fun Facts: 3000 Little-Known Facts About the Show
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Q4: What was the original name of the series when it was pitched to NBC?







Insomnia Cafe. Marta Kauffman was driving along Beverly Boulevard when she passed a funky coffee shop called Insomnia Cafe. She went inside to discover an esoteric milieu of lumpy couches and garish chairs, strings of Christmas lights, and towering bookshelves piled high with mismatched books. The place attracted a peculiar crowd of artists and slackers. At the time she was searching for the perfect setting for her next sitcom but nothing seemed right, until then. The choice of a cafe was completely random. Seinfeld had a diner, Cheers had a bar, so she needed some other place, and thought, “Oh, that would be a cool place to put these people.”

TABLE OF CONTENTS







Q5: When the pilot was filmed, what was the name of the series?







Six of One. This was the agreed upon series name. The day before NBC announced its fall schedule, the creators impetuously changed the title to Friends. NBC executives thought the name was boring but didn’t have time to ponder acceptable alternatives before the deadline so they let it be.
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Q6: In the original series concept there were only four friends, who were the two supporting characters?







Chandler and Phoebe. After casting Matthew Perry and Lisa Kudrow, the creators realized they had something special so their respective character roles were elevated to become equal to the other cast members.
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Q7: What year did Friends debut on national television?







1994. The official premiere was September 22, 1994. When the series debuted it was the 15th-most-watched television show of the week, amassing 21.5 million viewers.
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Q8: What night of the week did Friends air?







Thursday. It was part of “Must See TV”—NBC’s huge promotional extravaganza to tout its powerhouse Thursday night lineup—which, at one point, held the top four spots in the final Nielsen ratings for the 1997-98 television season (Seinfeld, ER, Veronica’s Closet and Friends, respectively).

[image: Female%20leads%20posing%20with%20Emma%20(played%20by%20twins%20Noelle%20and%20Cali%20Sheldon)%20on%20the%20set]

Female leads posing with Emma (played by twins Noelle and Cali Sheldon) on the set
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Q9: What year did Friends air its last original episode?







2004. The series finale aired on May 6, 2004, but was filmed nearly four months earlier. Although it lasted a decade, the series was nearly canceled on two occasions because the cast and production company reached a salary stalemate. At the conclusion of the fourth season, an agreement was reached at 3am, merely hours before NBC was set to announce its fall schedule (the network produced two promotions—for the season finale, and series finale). Two years later (at the end of season six) the cast refused to back down from their $1,050,000-per-episode demand. After NBC aired promotions announcing the series’ cancellation (“You’ve loved them for seven years, see how it all ends with the series finale of Friends this Thursday,”) the cast acquiesced and lowered their salary demand to $750,000 per episode.
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Q10: Other than the six friends, which character appeared in the most episodes?







Gunther. The actor who portrayed him, James Michael Tyler, appeared in 150 episodes, though most were uncredited (no speaking lines).
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Q11: Which set of parents appeared in at least one episode for each season of the show?







The Gellers. In exchange for dropping the requirement of adding a seventh friend—an older character who offered sagacious advice to the six twentysomethings—the creators promised to introduce older recurring characters, primarily parents of the main characters.
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Q12: In which city was Friends set?







New York City. The borough was Manhattan and their apartments were located in the West Side neighborhood of Greenwich Village. When Friends debuted, three of the network’s four Thursday night sitcoms were based in New York City. Seinfeld started the trend in 1989 despite NBC originally balking at the locale; of course, the network eventually embraced the idea as Seinfeld ascended the Nielsen ratings.

Fun Fact

In late 1993 Matthew Perry pitched a sitcom to NBC that he had cowritten about a group of twenty-somethings called Maxwell’s House. He sold the idea to Universal Television to produce the pilot but NBC turned him down because they already had a similar TV show in the works—Insomnia Cafe (aka Friends).

If you enjoy sitcom fun facts, check out the following book:

Friends Fun Facts: 3000 Little-Known Facts About the Show
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Q13: What is the title to the Friends theme song?







“I’ll Be There For You.” Originally, the producers wanted “Shiny Happy People” by R.E.M. (#10, 1991). The band refused to give permission so they asked its lead singer, Michael Stipe, to do the theme himself or as a duet with Natalie Merchant, lead singer of 10,000 Maniacs—but he rejected both offers. Next, the producers propositioned the band They Might Be Giants who also declined. Eventually a relatively unknown duo agreed to do it.
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Q14: What band sings the Friends theme song?







The Rembrandts. They only had one hit, “That’s Just the Way It Is Baby” (#14, 1991), before the Friends theme song and have not had a hit since. The band refused to release the song as a single because they didn’t write it, yet it climbed the charts and peaked at #17 on the US Billboard chart in 1995 based solely on radio airplay. The theme song was written and recorded in three days and given to the network a day or two before the series premiered.
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Q15: In the opening credits sequence (the fountain scene), who turns off the lamp at the end?







Monica. The cast is seated on the couch facing the fountain with their back to the camera. Monica is seated on the right arm of the sofa.
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Lisa Kudrow and Matthew Perry discussing lines during a rehearsal break
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Q16: How much did each costar earn per episode during the final two seasons of Friends?







$1 million. They started out at $22,500 per episode during the first year with David Schwimmer earning an extra $2,500 per segment. For the second season, Schwimmer and Aniston made around $40,000 per episode, Perry and Kudrow around $25,000, while Cox and LeBlanc were somewhere in the middle. Thereafter they negotiated as a group. The final two seasons made all six friends the highest-paid sitcom performers, and the women the highest-paid actresses on television.
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Q17: Which character spoke the first line in the series?







Monica. The episode commenced with Monica saying, “There is nothing to tell. He’s just some guy I work with.” This set up her discussion about agreeing to go on a date with a coworker.
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Q18: Which character spoke the last line in the series?







Chandler. As the gang exited Monica’s apartment for the last time, Rachel suggested they all go out for coffee. Chandler jokingly asked, “Where?”

Fun Fact

Although the creators would like everyone to believe their pilot concept was unique and original, there were several similar concepts circulating throughout the networks. In fact, FOX led the charge for youthful programming and NBC President Warren Littlefield had been pushing for similar shows since 1990. There were several rival shows in development around the same period: (1) in August 1993 FOX’s Living Single, six black twentysomething friends living in a Brooklyn brownstone; (2) in early September 1994 FOX debuted Wild Oats, a group of twentysomething friends in Chicago; and (3) in January 1995 UPN aired Pig Sty, five roommates living in New York.

If you enjoy sitcom fun facts, check out the following book:

Friends Fun Facts: 3000 Little-Known Facts About the Show
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Q19: Which cast member directed 10 episodes of Friends?







David Schwimmer. He had one directing credit prior to approaching the Friends producers about getting more experience. After the series ended, Schwimmer focused primarily on directing, which included two episodes of the Friends spinoff series.
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Q20: What was the name of the Friends spinoff series?







Joey. It debuted on Thursday, September 9, 2004. Although not well received by critics, the premiere episode attracted 18.6 million viewers. As the season progressed, ratings fell but remained average (10.1 million viewers). NBC renewed the series for a second season and moved it to Tuesday night opposite FOX’s highly rated series American Idol. Ratings fell to an all-time low (4.1 million viewers) and the network put the show on hiatus in March 2006. NBC officially canceled the series in May 2006 citing low ratings.
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Sets & Props

Q1: What was the name of the coffee shop where the main characters hung out?







Central Perk. The coffeehouse artwork was changed every three to four episodes. At first the series promoted local artists but after the show began having international success, the set decorator started using pieces from artists around the world.
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Q2: What was the color of the couch in the coffee shop?







Orange. The original set had a beige couch but NBC objected to the color. The set designer went to the prop department, located in the basement of Warner Bros. Studios, and found a tattered relic which has since become iconic. In the pilot episode, the coffeehouse couch and chairs have rips and tears because the Friends production company had a very limited budget. Once the series was picked up by the network, the furniture was refurbished before filming the next episode.

Fun Fact

Monica’s address was 90 Bedford Street, Apartment 20, New York, NY 10014, while Joey and Chandler lived in Apartment 19. The exterior of 90 Bedford Street is seen in the opening credits of Friends, and repeatedly throughout the series in establishing shots, while the ground floor coffeehouse – Central Perk in the sitcom – is actually a restaurant called The Little Owl. Its cheeseburger has been named the best in New York City. While the actors never filmed scenes there, the building is a bucket list location for any Friends fan.

If you enjoy sitcom fun facts, check out the following book:

Friends Fun Facts: 3000 Little-Known Facts About the Show
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Q3: What was the name of the regular barista at Central Perk?







Gunther. James Michael Tyler, the actor who portrayed Gunther, was originally a scene extra. He was elevated to barista because no one else knew how to operate the espresso machine. Although the equipment was never plugged in, the producers wanted someone who knew how to pretend to operate the machine. Since Tyler was employed as a barista at the time, working at Bourgeois Pig, a local coffeehouse, he actually owes his fame to serving coffee more than having a master of fine arts degree in acting.
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Q4: Who was the manager of Central Perk?







Terry. He only appeared in two early episodes. The actor was Max Wright, best known as patriarch Willie Tanner in ALF (1986-90), but he also costarred with Courteney Cox in the short-lived sitcom Misfits of Science (1985-86).
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90 Bedford Street, the establishing shot used for Monica and Joey’s apartment building
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Q5: Why was the orange couch always vacant for the gang?
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