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How one teenage pop

star is reinventing

the music industry




  In October 2016, 14-year-old Billie

  Eilish, uploaded her first song,

  ‘Ocean Eyes’, to SoundCloud

  late one night in her LA bedroom.

  She had only intended for one

  person to listen to it: her dance

  teacher. When she woke up the

  next day, the song had gone
 
  viral around the world with over 1,000 listens (it’s now had

around 34.6million).





Her music defies genre – it’s

  been called pop, EDM,

  industrial, trap and even jazz -
 her voice ranges from a muted

  whisper to a belted-out chorus,

  and her strange lyrics blend point of
 view and gender roles. Speaking
 specifically to the anxieties of

  Gen Z (her album addresses climate change, teen suicide and sobriety)
 and also dealing with timeless
 themes like love and death, Billie

  Eilish has fans of every age.





From her first song, things skyrocketed.

Eilish (pronounced eye-lish) signed a

record deal with Darkroom and
 Interscope
Records. Her first single ‘bad

guy’ went straight to the top of the

charts, making her the first artist born

this century to have a US No1.
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  She released her first album, When
 We All Fall Asleep, Where Do We

Go? in 2019 to universal critical
 acclaim and record-breaking chart domination.




  With her own distinctive punk style,

‘neo-goth’ aesthetic and irreverent social media voice, she challenges expectations of what a female pop

star can sound like, look like, and

publicly say.





  She’s played Coachella, Glastonbury

and performed at The Oscars. She’s the

youngest ever artist to record the Bond
 theme tune. At the 2020 Grammys, Billie
 Eilish made history as the second artist im

the show’s history to win all four major

categories: Best New Artist, Record of the

Year, Album of the Year, and Song of the

Year At 18, she’s the youngest Grammy
 
winner to win all four nominations on the

same night and the first woman to do so.
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  Although it feels like she came out of nowhere and
 took over 
the world, Billie has a backstory ... 





  Billie Eilish Pirate Baird
 O’Connell was born in 2001 in
 the Highland Park area of
 Los Angeles. This now 

  popular place was not always
 so appealing. Billie describes
 it as being “really sketchy”
 during her childhood.





  Billie was also home-schooled,
 and her mum taught her a

beginner's songwriting course.
 “When I see movies set in

summertime, that’s what my

life was like all the time, but it

doesn’t mean I didn’t learn,”

said Billie. “My mom would

cook and she’d be like,

‘How much goes into this?’

And that’s how we learned.”




  She lived with her “built-in best 

friend” and older brother

Finneas (more on him later)

and her parents Maggie Baird

and Patrick O’Connell, who

were jobbing actors. They were

raised vegetarian and slept in

a four-person family bed until

Finneas was 10.
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