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The Sison Reader Series book 26 contains the tributes Joma wrote for comrades, friends, and heroes who have either died or who celebrated keystone events in their lives. Joma understood that the strength of the revolutionary movement lies in the bonds between its members, forged through the collective struggle against imperialism and all reaction.

This is a testament to those relationships Joma has formed and nurtured throughout his life. This book is not merely a collection of tributes, but a reflection of his deep respect and profound affection for his comrades and their work. Their heroic deeds and achievements in advancing the people’s revolutionary cause are cited and honored for the living and future generations to emulate.

Even in his final moments, Joma insisted on penning a tribute to a dear comrade, Ericson Acosta, determined that Ericson’s sacrifice must be honored and remembered. The last tribute was written while the author was very sick in a hospital bed some ten days before his own death on December 16, 2022.
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Julieta de Lima

Utrecht, The Netherlands

February 20, 2024
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Requiem for Lumumba
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By Andres N. Gregorio (pseudonym)

Philippine Collegian, March 1, 1961

––––––––
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Throughout the world, progressive students demonstrated against the murder of Patrice Lumumba, Premier of the Congo. Tribute to him is being made here in the same spirit. But not only that. Although the Filipino students remain in their old unconcerned and apathetic position and attitude to this international case of great significance, they must be apprised of the underlying issues and factors which have been at work to the detriment of their own country, the Philippines. Although they seem to take the death of Patrice Lumumba as another specific item from the cornucopia of the AP and the UPI, the American press agencies which supply us foreign news with a kind of fact-selectivity and slant only peculiar to their loyalties, they must come to feel that they are affected –- that their own national interests have been very much like those of the Congo people.

As these foreign news channels report, the US President was “shocked” by Lumumba’s murder and the waves of demonstrations were against Belgium only. Are we to regard or dismiss the murder as purely belonging to the Congo internally or, if there must be any international angle, as purely as result of a Belgian play to hold on to its economic interests within the Congo?

The huge demonstration made by the Indonesian students, our Malayan brothers, on the occasion of Lumumba’s murder should manifest more the full implications of the Congo situation to their neighbors –- the Filipino students. In Djakarta, the Indonesian students demonstrated against both the American and Belgian embassies. Why did our Malayan brothers include the American embassy? Perhaps, they are in a better position to understand the whole issue. Indonesia is neutralist and assertive of its nationalism in spite of bombers flying from Clark Field or so-called protocol areas of the SEATO. Not one of the two major contending forces in the world has any monopoly over the thinking of its citizenry unlike in the Philippines. Besides this, they have a good memory of the affair where 35,000 progressive Indonesians were massacred by the mercenaries paid from a US$56 million fund handed to Hatta in Bangkok by the Americans. During that time, in 1948, the Indonesians were chiefly confronted by Dutch colonialism. As this was the situation which took the attention of the Indonesians, the shiny Americans were trying to get a foothold on Indonesia and its economic resources.

My point should be very clear at this juncture. Dutch colonialism being ejected and the double-faced Americans creeping in in Indonesia have been parallel to Belgian colonialism and the smart double-faced Americans creeping in in the Congo. The same parallelism worked in Laos and South Vietnam. When the people there were busy expelling the French, the Americans were using their double-faced technique and gaining ground with its smarter brand of colonialism.

In the Philippines, as we were busy fighting against the Spaniards, the smiling and efficient Americans came and helped themselves in a grand gesture of “benevolence”. Now, Filipino students of Philippine history should be in the best position to understand this double-faced technique of the Americans. Are they too subtle for us? We have been “privileged” to have been affected by manifest destiny at its very incipience. At first, America was a crude colonialist in spite of McKinley’s divine inspiration. For forty years, they held us because according to legal documents we had been bought for US$20 million in the Treaty of Paris and furthermore, but not according to legal documents this time, our middle and upper class leaders then received their proper kickbacks, their chance to get rich quick in the export-import arrangement of finance capital. We or they had our Kasabuvu’s, Ileo’s, Mobotu’s, etc.

As the Filipinos insisted on being independent, the Americans realized that it would be better not to wait for a revolutionary reversal that had befallen the previous colonialists; they thought that it would pay more in the long run to hold the Philippines as an economic colony rather than an out-and-out legal colony. It is the more subtle and effective way of retaining power.

This is modern imperialism: give some native politicians their paper independence and their chance to get rich quick.

In the Congo, the Belgians thought that they could use the same technique. The fact was that there was a man of moral courage like Lumumba who could recognize colonialism in any of its guises. The Belgian strategy to hold the Congo economically in the “Parity Amendment” style was directly attacked by Lumumba.

Like a good capitalist brother, the US had to step in fully for the Belgians after Lumumba declared the national integrity of the Congo. The US was to be the front for Belgium in Leopoldville, the seat of government, while in Katanga, Tshombe –- the rich native who is all Belgian in spirit –- was to hold the card for Belgium. The deal has been that the US can help itself while it should allow Belgium at the same time to have concessions; concessions which might resolve its capitalist contradictions on the home front.

The US chiefly took charge in setting off the chain of events which led to the siege, capture, and murder of Lumumba. Before his forces imposed military rule in Leopoldville, Colonel Mobotu (as reported by American press agencies themselves) had “decisive” conferences with US representatives.

Mobotu took over the Congo after American assurance, inspite of the presence of UN forces and, most significantly, inspite of general Congolese acclamation of Lumumba as “Emori”, the savior.

For a time, Mobotu’s ambition was in the way of Kasabuvu’s. The big American hand was always there to fix everything. There were two striking events that worked complementarily after the reconciliatory talk between Kasabuvu and Mobotu managed by US representatives. Kasabuvu flew to New York and headed a delegation to the UN; the US saw to it that it was recognized instead of the one sent by Premier Lumumba. (Our dear BI here again subserviently followed the US) On the very same day, Colonel Mobotu’s troops charged determinedly against the government palace being occupied by Lumumba and being surrounded by UN forces.

Lumumba’s position was made too hot by the maneuvers set by the Americans. Then to cap this off, on a ruse he was captured. Brought to Katanga, finally. There Tshombe, the direct lackey of Belgium, took hold of him. A Belgian captain peppered Lumumba with bullets.

Only a month later (Feb 10th) was Lumumba’s “escape” to be announced by Katanga authorities. On the very same day, the State Department stated that it was doubtful whether he was dead or alive. That was only to indicate that they had foreknowledge of the murder. On Feb 14th, his murder by “rival tribesmen” was announced by the Katanga government through the prism of American press agencies.

Now, in Leopoldville under the political directorship of the United States, there is another 3-arrangement of the figureheads. Joseph Ileo is being placed in the forefront and Kasabuvu is shuffled back to where he was as Lumumba’s murder is sweeping the Congo and the progressive parts of the world with anger. The US now, as in Laos after the height of its mischief, is talking of a “broad-based” government in which Lumumba could have been accommodated. After Lumumba’s murder, this can easily be said. What they actually mean is that some Congolese may now pretend to be friends of Lumumba, now that the West has had what it wants, and reap the rewards that imperialism can bestow on a few “leaders”.

Now that parts of the world like the Philippines seem to be mostly against Belgium, the Americans can sit back with satisfied faces and tell themselves, “We can never lose; there is always a scapegoat.” The Belgians, on the other hand, seem to be waiting for the uproar to fade. They might well be saying now that the contradictions of their capitalist society will be resolved by leeching on economic colonies in the true and tested Anglo-American way.

Meanwhile, Antoine Gizenga –- deputy of the late Premier Lumumba –- has proclaimed his own government in Stanleyville. As the chief Arab representative has said, there will be no peace in the Congo in the next twenty years if Lumumba is killed. It should be put more aptly, there will be no peace if no man like Lumumba shall win the fight.

In the Philippines, however, apathy continues to sap the sense of humanity in the youth. While university people have capitalist illusions in this country, they continue to be used by truly capitalist countries which must resolve their internal contradictions by acquiring economic colonies.
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In Memory of Carlos B. del Rosario
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March 18, 1971
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March 19, 1971 is a day that can never be forgotten by every Filipino patriot and revolutionary in the national democratic movement. It was the day that a dear comrade was kidnapped by the fascist reactionary authorities, puppets of US imperialism, with the assistance of the Lava revisionist renegades. A year has passed. Every sign points to the conclusion that our dear comrade Carlos B. del Rosario, an outstanding leader of the national democratic movement, has been murdered for the high and noble principles that he stood for.

It is clear beyond doubt that the US-Marcos clique and the Lavaite revisionist fascists, especially by the latter’s insistence, had made the mad calculation that they could force him to tell them my whereabouts. He was known to have firmly fought for the same revolutionary principles that I have stood for "and was married to a close kin of mine”. He was even pictured by the enemies of the revolutionary movement as my “personal representative” in certain organizations. But the stupid calculation of our enemies has utterly failed. By every sign, he has willingly sacrificed his life with great revolutionary honor and pride.

The disappearance of Carlos B. del Rosario was closely followed by the disappearance of my brother, Francisco C. Sison, and the driver, Elpidio Morales, on May 24, 1971. The latter event has merely stressed the viciousness and barbarity of our enemies, who do not stop at doing every evil to spite the revolutionary movement. To this day, however, they have failed to locate me even at the cost of several murders. They have failed to cow the revolutionary masses who, instead, have only become more enraged and more ready to fight back because of these crimes and because of so many more crimes essential to the reactionary regime.

It is a well-known fact that the US-Marcos clique and the Lava revisionist fascists (the notorious Monkees-Armeng Bayan-Masaka gang) have colluded in the most dastardly crimes to attack the revolutionary mass movement. Boasting of their fascist crimes and trying to depreciate revolutionary propaganda, the Lava revisionist renegades have gone so far as to prate publicly, “Lightning is far more clear than thunder which deafens but is empty.  Don’t piqued, Sison!” Thanks to the revisionist fascist scoundrels themselves, they have shown beyond doubt their bloody hands.  A few surprise and wild attacks by the people’s enemies are not really worth as much as they imagine.  In its steady course, the protracted people’s war will certainly settle the blood debts of the people’s enemies.  And no genuine revolutionary will ever imagine that revolution is a dinner party or anything so graceful or so brief.

The death of every revolutionary hero is always many times avenged.  He always lives in the hearts and thoughts of the masses and of his ever increasing comrades.  
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In Memory of Rolando ‘Ka Lando’ Olalia, Chairman of Partido ng Bayan and Kilusang Mayo Uno
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November 12, 2002

Rolando “Ka Lando” Olalia rose to the position of chairman of Kilusang Mayo Uno (May First Movement) by virtue of his progressive commitment and hard work as a militant anti-imperialist political leader of the working class, as a trade union organizer and as a labor lawyer. His outstanding qualifications brought him to the chairmanship of Partido ng Bayan (People’s Party) in 1986.

We commemorate today his martyrdom, together with Ka Leonor Alay-ay his driver. From the evening of November 12 to the wee hours of November 13, 1986, elements of the Reform the Armed Forces Movement (RAM) kidnapped, tortured, mutilated and murdered Ka Lando and Ka Leonor. The double murder was part of the implementation of Oplan "God Save the Queen".

The objective of the operational plan (oplan) was to pretend at saving the "queen" (President Corazon Aquino) from the alleged communists inside and outside her cabinet, intimidate her with the show of RAM strength through the killing of prominent communist suspects and put the entire Aquino regime under the control of the defense secretary and the RAM.

Had I been in the Philippines then, instead of being in Japan lecturing in universities, I would have also been snatched and butchered. I was one of the prime targets of the oplan. I had been informed of the threat a few days before I left for Japan on October 22, 1986.

At that time, one arm of the US government was handling the Aquino regime and the other arm was handling the RAM. The regular US agencies were keeping normal relations with the Aquino regime and special operatives of the US, like the Manila station chief of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and CIA veterans like Ray Cline and John Singlaub, were manipulating the RAM.

The US stood to gain much from its two-handed policy. It could maintain its control over the Aquino puppet regime, through normal channels and through the pro-US insiders Generals Rafael Ileto and Fidel Ramos, and use the RAM to further keep it on a pro-US track under the repeated threats of coup d’etat.

US officials wanted to be extra sure that the Aquino regime toed the US line and was not swayed to do otherwise by the patriotic and progressive forces that had overthrown Marcos. They wanted Aquino to retain the US military bases and to stay within strict US bounds in the ceasefire talks with the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP).

The conditions appeared then to favor the strengthening and advance of the legal forces of the national democratic movement. The Partido ng Bayan, chaired by Ka Lando, anticipated that it could field candidates in forthcoming elections and get a significant number of seats in the legislature and in local governments.

In March 1986, soon after coming to power, Aquino had publicly called for ceasefire talks with the revolutionary movement. The progressive forces estimated that they could challenge and encourage her to remove the US military bases within her term and that they and the Aquino ruling coalition could mutually benefit from a ceasefire agreement between the reactionary government and the armed revolutionary movement.

But the RAM was impetuous and overeager to increase its power within the regime. It found it convenient to drum up the communist bogey in order to strike at Ka Lando. The CIA handlers of RAM let it attack Ka Lando even as they knew that the military reliable of Aquino?? had their own scheme of attacking the revolutionary movement in due time.

The people’s outrage was overwhelming over the barbaric torture and murder of Ka Lando. Aquino persuaded his family to shorten the funeral wake in order to prevent large numbers of people from looking at the remains in the same way that they had done at those of Ninoy Aquino, to the detriment of Marcos. Even then, one million people participated in the march to bring Ka Lando to his resting place.

Not long after the burial of Ka Lando, the Aquino regime arrogantly demanded that a 60-day ceasefire agreement should be signed or else the regime would back out of the negotiations. The NDFP agreed to the signing despite the unreasonable threatening tone of the regime and the conspicuous fact that the murderers of Ka Lando remained scot-free.

The ceasefire was supposed to generate conditions for working out the substantive agenda for the formal peace negotiations. However, Aquino regime under the prompting of its US handlers wanted to use the ceasefire agreement only to consolidate and stabilize its rule. The military intelligence agencies put the personnel and supporters of the NDFP under close surveillance in order to be able to hit many of them later.

During the ceasefire period, the presidential guards slaughtered demonstrating peasants and their urban supporters in front of the presidential palace on January 23, 1987. The ceasefire was broken. Subsequently, Aquino unsheathed the sword of war in February 1987 after US officials assured her that it was time to do so.

We have much to learn from the martyrdom of Ka Lando. His martyrdom came exactly when many people were euphoric over the downfall of Marcos and were surmising that a just and lasting peace would arise from negotiations between the Manila government and the NDFP. Instead, the most reactionary forces within that government were emboldened to unleash the most brutal assaults against the revolutionary forces.

After the fall of Estrada, there were also expectations that the Macapagal-Arroyo regime would pursue in earnest the peace negotiations with the NDFP. The solidarity meeting of the GRP, NDFP and peace advocates in Manila and the resumption of peace negotiations in Oslo, Norway in April 2001 appeared promising.

But soon enough, President Macapagal-Arroyo would follow the advice of the most pro-US and reactionary elements in her regime (defense secretary Angelo Reyes, national security adviser Roilo Golez, OPAPP secretary Eduardo Ermita and the like) to paralyze the peace negotiations with an indefinite recess and then an indefinite suspension.

The military, police, paramilitary, deputized private armies and death squads of the Macapagal-Arroyo regime have been going on a rampage, committing gross human rights violations mainly against the toiling masses of workers and peasants. But the regime has the gall to label the revolutionary forces as "terrorists".

The worst atrocities have been perpetrated against the civilian population in extensive areas suspected as guerrilla fronts of the New People’s Army. Local officials of Bayan Muna have also been kidnapped, tortured and murdered. What was done to the Partido Bayan in 1987 is being done again to ensure that the exploiting classes had a monopoly over the electoral contests for seats in the government.

Now, the US and the Macapagal-Arroyo regime have pushed the criminalization and demonization of the Communist Party of the Philippines, the New People’s Army and the NDFP Chief Political Consultant as "terrorists" on a global scale. They have threatened that the NDFP would likewise be criminalized and demonized, unless it capitulated to the Manila government.

The Macapagal-Arroyo regime has wantonly violated The Hague Joint Declaration by seeking to precondition the peace negotiations with the capitulation of the NDFP. It has also flagrantly violated the Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity Guarantees (JASIG) by criminalizing the CPP, NPA and NDFP chief political consultant and depriving them of safety and immunity guarantees through the European governments.

By practically scuttling the peace negotiations, the GRP has prevented the formation of the Joint Monitoring Committee, which is supposed to oversee the joint and separate implementation of the GRP-NDFP Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law.

As we commemorate the martyrdom of Ka Lando and Ka Leonor, we are reminded that there are risks to the revolutionary forces and people, wherever negotiations with the devil are held, in the Philippines or abroad. As in my case, anyone now known to be on the side of the NDFP in the peace negotiations is now exposed to arbitrary criminalization and punitive actions by the US, European and other governments subservient to the US.

I have been told by high officials of the Manila government that if the NDFP does not capitulate soon enough the US would either request for my extradition or deploy covert operatives of the US Central Intelligence Agency to dispose of me. The NDFP itself and all its known negotiators, staffers and supporters are being put under duress. They are threatened by being demonized as "terrorists" and being subjected to punitive measures.

Under the present circumstances, the US and all pro-US governments can at will violate the democratic rights of organizations and individuals under the pretext of waging a war on terrorism. They are challenging all revolutionary forces and people in the Philippines that they have no choice but to use all forms of revolutionary struggle in order to uphold, defend and advance the struggle for national liberation, democracy and a socialist future.
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Ka Felixberto "Bert" Olalia: Hero and Martyr of the Working Class and the Filipino People
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August 13, 2003

Our dear Ka Chabeng, children and grandchildren of Ka Bert, comrades in the Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU), I gladly join you in celebrating the 100th birth anniversary of Ka Bert last August 5 and in commemorating the 21st anniversary of the rule of white terror on August 13, 1982, when Ka Bert and many other worker-leaders of the KMU were arrested.

Ka Bert contributed six decades of outstanding and brilliant service to the working class and the Filipino people. He was already a recognized worker-leader very close to Ka Crisanto Evangelista, even before I was born. In the year of my birth he was holding a high position in the historic Katipunan ng Anakpawis (KAP or Association of Toiling Masses).

Ka Bert was fond of exchanging stories with me before or after our meetings or when I visited him at his office or his home. We had meaningful conversations. Oftentimes, it was about the history of the Filipino proletariat and his personal experiences. I learned many lessons and gleaned much information from him this way.

Early years

Ka Bert often told me with pride that he became the secretary of a shoesmiths’ union at the age of 17 and gained experience in the working class struggle. He became the president of his union in 1925-40 and militantly fought for the eight-hour workday, instead of the existing 12-hour (or more) workday then.

In 1938, under the direction of Crisanto Evangelista and KAP, Ka Bert was one among those who led the campaign to build the Collective Labor Movement (CLM) and broaden the unity of trade unions against the danger of fascism and war. The Manila Labor Council was later established with Ka Bert as secretary-general. This was a demonstration of his determination to build a broad unity of the working class through united front policy and tactics.

He was in the central leadership of the KAP in 1939-40. Humbly and with amusement, Ka Bert told me that despite his successes as a worker-leader and Ka Crisanto Evangelista’s recognition of his keenness, the latter refused to recruit him into the Communist Party until he he had overcome his weaknesses. But those weaknesses were puny compared to the greatness he attained.

When World War II broke out, Ka Bert became a member of the Communist Party and was appointed secretary of the Manila-Rizal Bureau. He became a Hukbalahap commander in the Manila-Rizal region. He was the Ka Diego, who arrested Guillermo Capadocia whom the Japanese invaders released to contact and deliver the message to the movement that nothing untoward would happen to Crisanto Evangelista and Pedro Abad Santos so long as the movement would not resist occupation. Capadocia was brought to Central Luzon and meted out disciplinary action and assigned the task of being the cook of Wa Chi.

It was also Ka Bert who directed Vicente Lava’s transfer from the Manila-Rizal region (particularly Tanay, Rizal) to Mt. Arayat. With the martyrdom of Crisanto Evangelista, Lava replaced him as the leader of the Party. When Lava implemented the policy of "retreat for defense", Ka Bert was among the cadres who opposed and defied this, so that he was meted a disciplinary action until the policy was proven erroneous.

When the war ended, Ka Bert became one of the key founders of the Congress of Labor Organizations (CLO). He faithfully and efficiently served the CLO until he assailed the adventurist line of Jose Lava and was expelled from the Party. He was one of the leaders who broke away from the CLO and established the Katipunan ng Kaisahang Manggagawa (KKM or Confederation of Workers’ Unity) on December 30, 1948 and was elected its president.

In 1950, he tried but failed to establish the Council of Trade Unions in the Philippines. In 1951, the government crushed the CLO and arrested Ka Bert on charges of rebellion, despite his opposition to the adventurist line of Jose Lava, expulsion from the Party and CLO and pursuance of alliance work among the ranks of the workers and in the legal struggle for workers’ rights and welfare.

In 1954, he founded the Confederation of Labor of the Philippines (CLP) of which he became the chairman. He later established the National Federation of Labor Unions (NAFLU) in May 1957. In the legal struggle, he boldly and sharply fought against the oppression and exploitation of the toiling masses. He vigorously pushed for reforms in favor of the workers and peasants.

In 1959, he tried anew to unify the workers’ movement in a single alliance. His efforts as well as those of other comrades paved the way for the establishment of the Katipunan ng Manggagawang Pilipino (KMP or Confederation of Filipino Workers) and he became its vice-president. However, the KMP lasted only until 1963.

Our time

Now, let me share with you my direct association with Ka Bert from 1962–68, a time when we frequently saw each other. In the years that followed, until 1977, we were in contact through other comrades. This period was a vital chapter in the country’s history.

This period covers the resurgence of the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal movement in the entire 1960s from severe destruction and intense reaction in the 1950s, followed by the imposition of fascist dictatorship in our country in 1972 and the unrelenting struggle against that monster.

In the 2nd half of 1962, upon my return from Indonesia, I was decided on joining the labor movement. I became friends first with Ignacio Lacsina, president of the National Association of Trade Unions (NATU). Soon, he introduced me to Ka Bert. We delved on such issues as US imperialism and the local reactionary class and the struggle of the toiling masses and the youth against these.

In 1963, major federations and independent unions founded the Lapiang Manggagawa (LM or Workers’ Association). Yellow unions and federations were excluded. Cipriano Cid, president of the Philippine Association of Free Labor Unions (PAFLU) was elected president of Lapiang Manggagawa. Roberto Oca was vice-president. Oca was later expelled from the association because of his arbitrary use of name of the KMP for pushing his personal interest.

In the reorganization of LM, Cid remained as president, Ka Bert replaced Oca as first vice-president and Lacsina was the secretary-general. I was appointed vice-president for education with the task of organizing the research and education department, conducting seminars and coming out with news and press releases.

Ka Bert and I became friends in the course of LM meetings, other meetings in the office of NATU or NAFLU, conferences of the Malayang Samahang Magsasaka (MASAKA or Free Association of Peasants) in the provinces and of course, in protest rallies. I noticed that he was pleased with the primer (question-and-answer pamphlet) I prepared for LM on Macapagal’s agricultural "land reform" code. During that period, Ka Bert was already busy establishing and running MASAKA.

I had just joined the Communist Party of the Philippines in December 1962 when I was integrated into its newly-established executive committee and was tasked as a Party cadre to get involved in MASAKA in 1963. Thus, I became even closer to Ka Bert and other peasant leaders like Domingo Castro, Felicisimo Macapagal, Modesto Reyes and Simplicio Paraiso.

The Party’s executive committee tasked me to talk with the most responsible cadres of MASAKA regarding the entry into MASAKA of a peasant organization based in Bulacan. I was also assigned to give a refresher course on Marxism-Leninism to the veteran cadres in the central leadership of MASAKA.

Before giving the course, which Ka Bert attended, someone told me that I must memorize the exact definition of terms in Stalin’s Foundations of Leninism because Ka Bert knew these by heart and would surely test my knowledge of these. Supposedly Ka Bert disliked definitions that were not precise.

Indeed it was fair warning. At the very first session, Ka Bert asked me for the definition of terms on the subject matter. And I did pass Ka Bert’s test. From then on, I sensed that he liked me and had a lot of confidence in me, at least book or textual knowledge.

Ka Bert was without arrogance, especially to those who were younger than him and newly recruited into the revolutionary movement. He knew how to deal with the youth and he was wont to boost their morale. He was full of stories of his youth. The only thing he could not tolerate was brazen line-deviation and lack of respect.

We were in agreement with regard to the situation and problems of the Filipino people, the history of the Party, the revolutionary role of the working class, criticizing the Right and Left opportunist lines of the Lavas, strategy and tactics and the correct relationship of the armed struggle and the united front and the relationship of the legal and illegal struggle.

Within Lapiang Manggagawa, Ka Bert firmly held on to the patriotic and progressive position of the revolutionary proletariat. Under his leadership, NAFLU always sent delegations to seminars and protest actions held under the banner of LM. He readily agreed to the establishment of the youth department of LM and the establishment of the Kabataang Makabayan (KM; Patriotic Youth) as a comprehensive youth organization in 1964.

Almost all throughout our association, we agreed on basic decisions. Thus, we upheld the same basic line in various organizations: in the LM since 1963, in the Movement for the Advancement of Nationalism or MAN since 1966 and in the Socialist Party of the Philippines since 1967.

One occasion I hold dear was the celebration of the 64th  anniversary of the Union de Impresores de Filipinas (UIF) in 1966. This was the union that served as a base for Ka Crisanto Evangelista and it had an illustrious history. The occasion was significant because it was here where I presented the history of the Philippine labor movement. On this occasion we shared table of honor with UIF President Juan J. Cruz, CLO President Amado V. Hernandez and LM Vice-president Ka Bert. Ka Chabeng (Ka Bert’s wife) and Ka Julie (my wife).

Ka Bert was delighted when he learned that the Party was conducting a rectification movement against the wrong line of the Lavas since 1942 and also against the gangster clique of Taruc and Sumulong. He was even more delighted when he learned that the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) would be re-established under the guidance of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought.

Continuing links

Ka Bert wholeheartedly accepted my decision to go underground in December 1968. We maintained our links through Ka Charlie del Rosario until the latter’s involuntary disappearance in 1971, and afterwards through other comrades.

Even after the split in MASAKA in 1969, the group that remained with Ka Bert’s camp aligned itself with the peasant movement under the re-established CPP leadership. When KASAMA and PAKMAP were founded as progressive workers’ federations, they maintained good relations with NAFLU despite their struggle with NATU on various issues.

Before I was captured on November 10, 1977, I was supposed to meet Ka Bert in Pangasinan on November 12. We intended to talk about the establishment of a broad workers’ alliance and how to raise to a new and higher level the more than 300 workers’ strikes that occurred from October 1974 to January 1975.

I planned to consult Ka Bert because he possessed the broadest and richest experience in alliance work in the labor sector. He was the most knowledgeable and most tested leader in the face of grave risks to life and liberty. He did not cower upon arrest and detention in 1972. I thought that he was the right person to lead a workers’ alliance.

From 1975, I reckoned that in the last years of the 1970s, the workers would rise and surpass the level reached by the youth movement in the First Quarter Storm of 1970. But this did not happen as the Party in the Manila-Rizal region was wracked by controversy over the issue of boycotting the reactionary elections in 1978.

However, with conditions ripe and through the ability, courage and fervor of the comrades in the workers’ movement Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU) was established in 1980 under the leadership of Ka Bert as chairman. And in the face of worsening crisis, oppression and repression by the fascist dictatorship, the National Coalition for the Protection of Workers’ Rights (NCPWR) was established.

As early as 1980, the Marcos fascist regime had grown desperate due to the decline in the national income from the export of primary products and in foreign borrowing. In the period of 1980-82, the regime became even more desperate and repressive despite the fake lifting of martial law (ML). The toiling masses fought even more. The workers’ strike movement spread more widely. The people’s war in the countryside intensified.

The fascist regime could not tolerate the growing workers movement and Ka Bert’s severe criticism of what he called the hocus-pocus lifting of martial law. On August 13, 1983, Ka Bert and about 60 leaders of the Kilusang Mayo Uno were arrested. Through the white terror of August 13, the enemy attempted to paralyze if not destroy the KMU and the labor movement.

Because of the hardships he suffered under detention at the hands of the enemy, including being made to sleep on cold cement floor, Ka Bert’s rheumatic heart condition recurred after several decades being overcome through body building exercises. His health continued to deteriorate until he died on December 4, 1983. Ka Bert became a martyr because he indefatigably, selflessly and fearlessly championed the cause of the working class and the Filipino people.

Once, Ka Bert told me of his wish to die in the battlefield rather than in a sickbed. While this was not realized to the detail, in essence his wish to die serving his class and his people in the course of the struggle was fulfilled.

Ka Bert had a dream that he repeatedly recounted to me in the 1960s, a time when only small numbers attended our protest actions and only 20,000 was the biggest number various demonstrations achieved by a combination of federations and unions under LM, peasants under MASAKA and KM in 1965. Ka Bert said it would be a great fulfillment of his life’s mission when Araneta Coliseum and Plaza Miranda would be filled with protesting workers.

His dream came true before he died. Before the end of October in 1983, big numbers of workers under the banner of KMU joined mass actions under the framework of a broad united front against the Marcos fascist dictatorship.

Eventually, KMU became the biggest force in the mass actions in Metro Manila and other cities against the fascist regime. The number of protesting workers in the streets surpassed several fold the capacity of Plaza Miranda or Araneta Coliseum. KMU was also the biggest force that besieged Malacañang Palace when Marcos was booted out of power on February 25, 1986.

Even in the 1960s, Ka Bert wanted to write, or narrate for someone to write, his experience in the labor movement. But this did not see the light, as Ka Bert had always been very busy with daily work.

Today, there should be a definite project to seriously study and document Ka Bert’s rich experience in struggle. It should be comprehensive and in-depth. It should be done while the people who knew him are still alive and can identify the events and documents that need to be sourced by the researcher and writer in this project.

We all want to preserve the brilliant example and inspiration from Ka Bert. KMU is his living monument. KMU should be expanded and strengthened relentlessly.

Thank you very much!
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Recalling Mang Ramoning, Dr. Ramon C. Sison
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My parents always called my eldest brother, Dr. Ramon C. Sison, Ramoning to show endearment.

We, the younger siblings, called him Mang Ramoning. Only before strangers would we formally call him Ramon or Mang Ramon.

He was supposed to be the informally adopted son of my father’s sister Doña Rosario S. de Pilar. But I recall that he was often in our house at the town center of Cabugao or in our evacuation house during the Japanese occupation. He enjoyed having two homes and two sets of parents. Up to the time that he finished his medical degree at the University of the Philippines, he had the privilege of having two sources of financial allowance.

My earliest pleasant recollection of him was that he could play very well several musical instruments, including the piano, the violin, guitar, the trumpet and harmonica. He would impress everyone in our parlor or in family gatherings by playing one instrument after another or a combination of two or three instruments. We used to call him the one-man orchestra. He was also well known for his drawings and carvings. He would display these things on the table of our father.

My recollection of the unpleasant was when he caught me taking a puff from my father’s cigar and compelled me to take more puffs until I became dizzy and threw up. Since then, I had hated the smell of tobacco. I surmised in later years that he was trying to teach me a lesson so that I would hate tobacco and not smoke. The lesson was effective for a long while because I started to smoke quite late, at the age of twenty nine. It is ironic though that Mang Ramoning also became fond of smoking. We did not know then that on our mother’s side we had a predisposition to lung cancer in our senior years.

Mang Ramoning was ten years older than me. For that reason, it seemed like he was always running far ahead of me. I was still in Cabugao when he was already in Manila for his high school at the Ateneo de Manila. Then I caught up with him and with my other elder siblings in Manila and we lived together under the care of our eldest sister Corazon when I took my high school and early years of university education. Then Mang Ramoning and three other siblings would go to the US for graduate studies not on Fulbright or Smith-Mundt but on the Serrano-Sison family scholarship. I recall my parents arranging the dollar allocations for them in the 1950s.

I drew certain advantages from Mang Ramoning’s having entered the Ateneo de Manila ahead of me. Before I took the entrance examination, he tutored me on how to handle the IQ test. He saw that being valedictorian of the Cabugao elementary school I had no problem with English grammar and arithmetic but he thought that I might be confounded by the IQ test which was the main part of the entrance examination. His tutoring was successful because I topped the entrance examination.

Next project of his was to straighten out my Cabugao accent in English. He was not impressed that I had been the top declaimer of my class in Cabugao. So he gave me pronunciation drills every day for some two weeks. When I failed to pronounce a word correctly, after three attempts, he would thump the table.

He was delighted or amused when I was taking painting lessons seriously. I made use of his books on figure drawing and still life. But when I tried my hand at abstract painting, he scolded me for doing so without first mastering the basics. He said that Picasso had to excel first in the academy before venturing into abstract art. He never pressed me to take piano lessons like the rest of our siblings. He knew that I had always run away from the piano lessons when I was in grade school.

Mang Ramoning had the reputation of being very successful at courting girls in his high school and college years. That is because he was handsome, taking the best features from our parents. And he was highly intelligent. But most important of all he played jazz and classical music and he could draw portraits. With his music, he could win the heart not only of the girl but the hearts of her parents. His portraiture of the girl was the most irresistible. I think that Manang Charito can attest to that fact.

As far as academic studies were concerned, Mang Ramoning and I had a mutual admiration for each other for normally getting into the honors’ list of the dean. But we also recognized each other’s erratic side. We could excel in many subjects but get mediocre marks in a few others. We also liked to play truant or skip classes. While in high school I got into trouble by exceeding 30 days of absences. While in medical school, Mang Ramoning was threatened with dismissal for exceeding the allowable limit of absences. At any rate, we never failed in any subject because we always availed of the notes of classmates.

Our mutual admiration of each other for academic and professional achievements became even more pronounced in the long run. I stood in awe of him when he went through postdoctoral studies and cancer research at the Georgetown Medical Center and the Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and became a diplomate in pathology. He was also proud of me when I finished my Bachelor of Arts in English with honors. He took the trouble of getting my pins and certificates from the US headquarters of the Phi Kappa Phi and the Pi Gamma Mu honor societies.

During the times that Mang Ramoning visited the Philippines and The Netherlands, he would narrate to me how he succeeded with his professional practice in the Mid-West and earned enough to buy a house in Beverly Hills, invest in a restaurant, a beach house in Malibu and other properties.

He became an official of the Kaiser hospital system. He was happy to have been appointed by then Governor Jerry Brown to the California medical board of examiners. He was also thrilled about being a doctors’ doctor in the US army medical corps and reaching the rank of full colonel.

But what seemed to be far more exciting to him than his medical accomplishments was his becoming a Hollywood actor in a number of major films. That is not surprising at all to me. He was fond of associating with showbiz people even while he was in Manila. I recall Rosa Rosal and other movie actors coming to our apartment in Manila to practice some music with him. I recall that it was a sensation in the family and in our hometown when he appeared in a Filipino film as a trumpeteer.

I think that Mang Ramoning was far more accomplished as a musician than as a movie actor or as a stage actor. His playing of the piano and the violin was of concert quality in jazz or in classical music. He associated and jammed with the best Filipino musicians of his generation. He was a close friend of the conductor and violinist Redentor Romero. As far as I know, he was never a soloist in any classical concert but he was often part of a symphony orchestra, usually playing a string instrument.

As a piano jazz player, he was superb in providing the intermission numbers in community and professional gatherings. I remember vividly when during his first visit to me in Utrecht we went to a piano bar to listen to a Filipino pianist-singer who was billed by the management as the best from Asia. He and the Filipino artist talked shop during the latter’s break. Then Mang Ramoning took over the piano and delighted the customers.

In the early 1990s, he and Manang Charito came to visit us in The Netherlands in time for the Van Gogh centennial. While we looked at the Van Gogh paintings, he gave a running interpretation of these. He told me that Van Gogh rebelled against the fine portraiture of the rich merchants and that there was an element of social criticism in making the poor potato eaters look like dogs. He declared that upon retirement he would concentrate on painting more than ever before. When he became the chief inspector of all US military hospitals in Germany, he also visited me a number of times in Utrecht.

I consider as his most important visits to me were those he made in the early 1980s when I was imprisoned by the Marcos fascist dictatorship. On his first visit, he told me about the good situation of my children abroad. His visit also served to start breaching the solitary confinement I was in. Before visiting me, he had a brief fruitless talk with Marcos arranged by a relative who was a police general. This relative told Mang Ramoning that I actually had no problem if I agreed to accept a government position. I responded by saying that I would outlast and outlive Marcos.

The second time that Mang Ramoning visited me in prison was in 1982 on the occasion of celebrating his silver wedding anniversary with Manang Charito and the united front baptism of my son Jasm. Both events were officiated by Cardinal Sin in the same morning. My mother had requested Cardinal Sin. She had been acquainted with him since my arrest in 1977 upon the introduction of Archbishop Juan Sison who was a close friend of Cardinal Sin.

After my release from prison, Mang Ramoning took the lead in the family to accept and pursue the offer of the American Civil Liberties Union to file a case against Ferdinand E. Marcos and others for human rights violations, particularly for my torture and for the disappearance of Mang Paquito. Together with other individual and class plaintiffs, we won the case against Marcos in the US judicial system. But unfortunately, the Philippine government has prevented up to now the indemnification of the victims of human rights violations and has misappropriated the money from the Swiss bank accounts of Marcos.

After he retired from medical practice in 2001, Mang Ramoning gained more time for painting, playing music, writing the history of Cabugao, bringing his grandchildren to school and fetching them, dancing the tango, writing a funny alternative history of this dance and cleaning his swimming pool as a frequent form of physical exercise. Among his paintings were those of the Cabugao church, the public primary school, the old municipio, the ancestral mansion, our parents and grandfather and my poem “The Guerrilla Is Like a Poet.”

Although he could play several musical instruments quite well, Mang Ramoning did not sing. Only Johnny Carson could trust him in 1986 to sing on TV in a parody of the dictator Marcos. Mang Ramoning was probably amused when I sent to him the computer discs of my amateur singing in 2004. I asked him to provide the piano accompaniment for the songs that I sang without any accompanying musical instrument. He complied. I also heard that he reproduced the CDs and distributed the copies to relatives in California.

Mang Ramoning’s history of Cabugao reads like the history of the intermarrying principalia families of the Azcuetas, Sollers, Sisons and Serranos because they have dominated the politics and economy of Cabugao since Spanish colonial times. Nevertheless, the history mentions other prominent natives of Cabugao and covers the most significant events, including the battles of Diego Silang and Gabriela Silang in the environs of the town, the Philippine revolution against Spanish colonialism, the war of resistance against US aggression and the Japanese fascist occupation.

Finally, some people might be curious enough to ask whether I got along well with Mang Ramoning and why. Definitely, I got along well with him for several reasons. We loved each other as blood brothers. I was proud of
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