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      Al Sarrantonio is the author of forty-five books. He is a winner of the Bram Stoker Award and has been a finalist for the World Fantasy Award, the British Fantasy Award, the International Horror Guild Award, the Locus Award and the Private Eye Writers of America Shamus Award.


      His novels, spanning the horror, science fiction, fantasy, mystery and western genres, include Moonbane, Skeletons, House Haunted, The Five Worlds Trilogy, The Mars Trilogy, West Texas, Orangefield, and Hallows Eve, the last two part of his Halloween cycle of stories.


      Hailed as “a master anthologist” by Booklist, he has edited numerous collections, including the highly acclaimed 999: New Stories of Horror and Suspense, Redshift: Extreme Visions of Speculative Fiction, Flights: Extreme Visions of Fantasy, and , and, most recently, Stories, with co-editor Neil Gaiman, and Halloween: New Poems.


      His short stories have appeared in magazines such as Heavy Metal, Twilight Zone, Isaac Asimov’s Science Fiction Magazine, Realms of Fantasy, Analog, and Amazing, as well as in anthologies such as The Year’s Best Horror Stories, Visions of Fantasy: Tales from the Masters, Great Ghost Stories, and The Best of Shadows. His best horror stories have been collected in Toybox, Hornets and Others, and Halloween and Other Seasons.


      He has had numerous book club sales, and his work has been translated into more than a dozen languages and appeared in comic book form. He currently lives in New York’s historic Hudson Valley region.
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      A short Preface (to a short book)


      
        
      


      Here for your enjoyment, and, hopefully, yearly referral, a collection of Holiday Treats. May they brighten your special days, make you gasp and, occasionally, laugh.


      And, as Charles Dickens said in his (short) Preface to A Christmas Carol, “May it haunt their houses pleasantly, and no one wish to lay it.”
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      New Year’s Day


      
        
      


      Is New Year’s Day anyone’s favorite holiday? I doubt it. It’s a day of empty liquor cabinets, and resolutions that won’t be kept, and bad football games, and family you just want to take leave of.


      What better holiday for a battle between the old year and the new?


      
        
      


      MR. OLD YEAR


      
        
      


      New Year’s Eve! Hurrah!


      It was three minutes to midnight!


      Everything was ready! The appetizers were hot and steamy from the oven! Pigs in a blanket! Croissants with cheese! Asparagus and cheese! Yum! The ball in Times Square was about to drop!


      Mr. Old Year was at the door!


      Ding-dong! said the doorbell! Dong-ding!


      No one would answer the door.


      Everyone held back — “Hush!” and “Shush!”


      Wide-eyed and horrified.


      “Mr. Old Year!” cried Mom.


      “Mr. … Old Year!” whispered Dad.


      Judy and Jamie ran to their rooms and closed the doors, locked the locks.


      Bam! Slam!


      Mr. Old Year chuckled. “Just me!” he said. “I’ve got goodies and candies and treats and stuff! I just wanna say Happy New Year!”


      No one moved.


      No one whispered or breathed.


      “Aw, cummon!” said Mr. Old Year. “It’s just good ol’ me!”


      Mom took a step toward the door, until Dad took her arm in an iron grip.


      “Don’t,” he hissed.


      “But…”


      “Aw, cummon!!” Mr. Old Year chortled. He sounded like Mr. Happy, the Happiest Clown of all!


      Mom drew away from Dad. “I’m gonna let ’im in!” she said smiling. “He sounds like fun! All those rumors can’t be true! After all, we’ve lived with him all year!”


      It was two minutes to midnight!


      She was the first to die.


      “Ha ha!” said Mr. Old Year, wielding his Death Ray. Mom was a puddle of goo in the foyer, twitching like a little red pudding!


      “Ha ho!” said Mr. Old Year, turning his Death Ray on Dad.


      Bingo! Same result!


      Mr. Old Year marched up the stairs.


      It was two minutes to midnight.


      “Happy New Year!!!” he cried.


      Judy and Jamie shivered behind their locked doors.


      ZOOWIE! ZZOOM! went the Death Ray.


      No more doors!


      ZOOWIE ZZOOM again!


      No more Judy and Jamie!


      It was one minute to midnight!


      Mr. Old Year went back downstairs, stepped over the quivering pudding of Mom, and went next door.


      “Happy New Year!” he shouted, frying the front door into splinters. “No time to ring the bell and be nice!”


      The clock struck twelve — bong gong wong ding ting ping sing ging wing xing ying ZING!


      Inside the open door stood Little New Year, in darling diapers, small as a toddler, his cherub’s face twisted into a sardonic grin.


      “Happy New Year!!!!!” he cried, raising his own Death Ray with a hearty grunt, and aiming it square at Mr. Old Year.


      “But—!” Mr. Old Year protested, “Next December thirty-first you’ll see—”


      “HA!” cried Little New Year, pulling the trigger.


      ZAPPY NEW YEAR!


      


      
        

      

    

  


  
    
      Valentine’s Day


      
        
      


      Ah, Valentine’s Day. When everyone in love gets fleeced, and everyone not in love just gets depressed. Here for you delectation a love poem befitting the cupid holiday.


      
        
      


      My Love


      
        
      


      My love is like a red, red rose.


      Alas, she has eleven toes.


      Which would not leave me bereft


      If ten weren’t on the left.
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