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“9:11 But Christ having come as a high priest of the coming good things, through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation, 9:12 nor yet through the blood of goats and calves, but through his own blood, entered in once for all into the Holy Place, having obtained eternal redemption.” (Hebrews 9:11-12).

“9:24 For Christ hasn't entered into holy places made with hands, which are representations of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 9:25 nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest enters into the holy place year by year with blood not his own, 9:26 or else he must have suffered often since the foundation of the world. But now once at the end of the ages, he has been revealed to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. (Hebrews 9:24-26)
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THE EPISTLE TO THE Hebrews is one of the most beautiful books in the whole Canon of Scripture and, to my mind, the most beautiful Epistle.

It is unique. It differs from all the other Epistles in many aspects.

To begin with, its human author is not known to us, modern-day readers.

But it would be unreasonable to think that its author was not known to those to whom it was addressed. Besides, there are certain indications in the body of the Epistle that he was known to his immediate readers.

We shall mention them when we come to them.

This so-called “anonymity” has given rise to a number of speculations regarding its authorship.

Some have ascribed its authorship to the Apostle Paul – maybe because he is the one who has written most of the Epistles in the New Testament. 

Others have thought they have identified its language and style as resembling Paul’s.

A third group has associated Hebrews to Apollos.​[1]

Finally, it has been suspected that Barnabas was behind the writing of the Epistle.

But I, personally, hold to one principle: when God speaks, I listen; when He keeps silent, I respect His silence.

For me, it suffices to know that it was God-breathed to a human scribe.

Whoever wrote it was its writer. But its Author was the Holy Spirit of God.

An Epistle is a Letter. However, Hebrews is not written in the format of an ordinary letter. For example, it bears no salutation at the beginning. Nor does it have the ending of a common letter.

In fact, it has more the tone of a sermon written to be delivered to a Hebrew audience.

The tone of the Epistle and the language used by the author are, however, of a real beauty and purity quite in conformity with the theme being treated – the High Priesthood of Jesus.

We invite you to begin the study of this Epistle with reverence and a word of prayer and discover the real Grandeur of our Lord Jesus as well as the beauty of His role place and His role in Heaven.  
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THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS begins in a most majestic way. Right from the start, it places God and Jesus in the limelight:

1:1 God, having in the past spoken to the fathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 1:2 has at the end of these days spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom also he made the worlds.”​[2]

“1:3 His Son is the radiance of his glory, the very image of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself made purification for our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 1:4 having become so much better than the angels, as he has inherited a more excellent name than they have.”​[3]

1:5 For to which of the angels did he say at any time,

"You are my Son.

Today have I become your father?"*

and again,

"I will be to him a Father,

and he will be to me a Son?"*

1:6 Again, when he brings in the firstborn into the world he says, "Let all the angels of God worship him." 1:7 Of the angels he says,

"Who makes his angels winds,

and his servants a flame of fire."*

1:8 But of the Son he says,

"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.

The scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your Kingdom.

1:9 You have loved righteousness, and hated iniquity;

therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness above your fellows."*

1:10 And, "You, Lord, in the beginning, laid the foundation of the earth.

The heavens are the works of your hands.

1:11 They will perish, but you continue.

They all will grow old like a garment does.

1:12 As a mantle, you will roll them up,

and they will be changed;

but you are the same.

Your years will not fail."*

1:13 But which of the angels has he told at any time,

"Sit at my right hand,

until I make your enemies the footstool of your feet?"*

1:14 Aren't they all serving spirits, sent out to do service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?

What a glorious incipit to this Epistle!

Indeed, right from the beginning, the author presents Jesus as the summum – the culmination – of God’s revelation to man.

He reminds his Hebrew audience how, in the past, God spoke to their ancestors through His prophets. And God, in His longsuffering mercy, kept sending prophets, one after another, to speak to them in diverse manners. His aim was to call them to repentance and show them the way to salvation.

But, sadly, instead of heeding the prophets’ messages, they despised and murdered all those godly messengers:

“Which of the prophets didn’t your fathers persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, of whom you have now become betrayers and murderers.”​[4]

Then, in an ultimate attempt to bring them back to Him, the Almighty sent His very best “Messenger” to speak to them: His only and beloved Son, Jesus Christ! Not only did He come to call them to repentance, but also to reveal the Kingdom of Heaven to them and, more importantly, to offer Himself as a Living Sacrifice for them.

In saying that the arrival of Jesus on the world stage has occurred “at the end of these days”, the author of the Epistle infers that there will be no other revelation. Whoever will come thereafter, claiming to be the Messiah or some messenger from God, will only be a false prophet – a mercenary!

Once the Father has sent the Best, He has no better to send!

We see, right from the start, that the author of the Epistle projects Jesus as the main Character in this Epistle. From now on, the spotlight will be focused on Him and Him alone!

Having presented Jesus as the Supreme and Ultimate Revelation of God, the author now establishes Jesus’s pre-eminence – His Superiority over all other previous messengers.

That demonstration is of the utmost importance and serves a very important purpose. As the Hebrews were still hanging on to the Old Covenant and its ordinances, the author wanted to turn their attention to Jesus, the Archetype of all the Old Testament types – the culmination of God’s revelation to man.

The first thing the author says about Jesus is that He is heir to the Father over all things. This is not a slight qualification: being heir to the Mighty and Eternal Creator of all the universe means that all things in Heaven, on the Earth, under the Earth, in the seas and under the seas God belong to Him!

Next, the author says that Almighty God created the worlds [plural] through Jesus. This clearly means that Jesus existed well before the world was created – that He is Deity and that He is, indeed, the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.​[5] 

Pursuing his definition of Jesus, the author says that He is the radiance of His Father’s glory and the very image of His substance.

In short, Jesus is the very reflection of God.

That is why Jesus says:

“17:20 Not for these only do I pray, but for those also who believe in me through their word, 17:21 that they may all be one; even as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be one in us; that the world may believe that you sent me.”​[6]

One day, Philip, a disciple, asked Jesus to show them – the disciples - the Father. See what Jesus replied:

“He who has seen me has seen the Father. How do you say, 'Show us the Father?”​[7]

Without any offense meant, if this can help us understand this supreme truth, I will translate this into human terms: Jesus is, as it were, the Almighty’s Alter Ego.

This is confirmed by what Jesus said: “Have I been with you such a long time, and do you
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