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-Abhijit Anant Telang

Enlightened Path Towards the True Essence of Geeta.

The verses are referred to by their numbers as per the Bhavartha Deepika (  Composition’s purpose is to enlighten the true meanings as laid out in the Sacred texts of Geeta) which is the name of original composition by 13th century Maharashtrian Saint Dnyaneshwar, print edition of which is made available online by Shri Balkrishna Prakash Kadam, Jai Hari Sanskrutik Pratishthan, Solapur.

They should be referred to for context and to build an understanding of the original text as it is and this humble interpretation by Author should be just considered an individualistic imagination and effort to understand and feel the devotion towards Lord Krishna.

Author has tried to explain the verses as they are, wherever possible, and then expanded with creative freedom on what could be the symbolism and analogies the verses that can be derived from. Whatever is derived, or expressed in parallel symbolism or analogies, thus express the Author’s individual opinion and imagination. 

Author has also tried to interpret the tale in an original manner ( in context of the deriving the parallelism, using the parallelisms, symbolisms and analogies and in providing examples) in addition to what has already been written by Shri Dnyaneshwar as elucidated in composed in Marathi verses as it existed during 13th Century.

Author has leveraged the verses, and their sequence and corresponding chapters or adhyayas as they are referred to by Shri Dnyneshwar to structure his own interpretations of symbolisms that may exist or can be derived, however they should be taken as creative liberties to expand on, while preserving the original intention of the sacred tale.
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​Verse 1-5 (Sanskrit: 1)
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​सञ्जय उवाच
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तं तथा कृपयाऽविष्टमश्रुपूर्णाकुलेक्षणम् |
विषीदन्तमिदं वाक्यमुवाच मधुसूदनः ||
The salts of remorse are dissolved in the lake of Arjuna’s consciousness. The winds of thoughts have fallen silent and the skies of imagination are still in the snapshot of time. The numb and sorrowful waves gently hit the shores of awareness as Arjuna sits motionless in the unattached moments of time ruthlessly tick away. The shackles of delusion snap on tighter and tighter as they notice no new thoughts emanating from consciousness to counter them. The swan that was afloat is now sinking in despair.

In verse 5, Shri Dnyaneshwar refers to Lord Krishna as Sharangadhar (One who carries the celestial bow) to contrast a bowless (thoughtless) Arjuna.

Verse 2-20 (Sanskrit: 2)

श्री भगवानुवाच
कुतस्त्वा कश्मलमिदं विषमे समुपस्थितम् |
अनार्यजुष्टमस्वर्ग्यमकीर्तिकरमर्जुन ||
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​Lord finally relents and like the Sun which momentarily blazes through the overcast sky, illuminates the depressed mind. He reminds him about the duty of consciousness to fight off the shackles of delusion that seeks to waste its lifetime. Consciousness is expected to rise above and beyond as it achieves greater awareness about self and others. It must realize the true form it was in, rising from the physical and mental limitations, else the purpose of its journey is wasted. The devout warrior can never give up on courage and strength. Holding on will prevent a collapse into darkness and despair. 
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The habitual acceptance and accommodation of slavery to entrapments of various kinds will result in suffocation of free will that is the ultimate hope (provided such free will is conditioned into walking the virtuous path).  The spheres of higher, more meaningful, more virtuous ways of existence will be reached only through courageously holding on to mantle of ideation, introspection and actions that are consistent with virtuous resolve. When the living being does not leverage and put to use the instruments of ideation and actions to advance on the intended path, and rather shackles self in indecision and inaction, the purpose of existence is defeated.

The divine light that flashed in sorrowful consciousness is guiding him to rise yet again and face the truth of conflict, contradiction, convolution, and compulsions.

Note: The reference to fame (Verse 20) is signaling a recording of life events for each living being as it advances, stalls and even when it experiences a reversal. Those who lead a virtuous life; whose thoughts, decisions and actions are solely to uphold the Dharma will be celebrated and remembered.
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​Verse 21-29 (Sanskrit: 3)
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The sentimental model must align with virtuous thought process. The reward system must be oriented with virtuous acts and deeds. One cannot feel sorrowful about doing one’s duty towards upholding the Dharma. One cannot feel exasperated at one’s own attachments and dilemmas which are standing resolutely and decisively blocking the way of justice. After all, who had created such attachments and felt the rewards?  The principled nature of consciousness should not crumble before incorrigible, stubborn linkages and their bewildering convolution that defies cognition of truth.

––––––––
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Verse 30-38 (Sanskrit: 4)

अर्जुन उवाच
कथं भीष्ममहं संख्ये द्रोणं च मधुसूदन।
इषुभिः प्रतियोत्स्यामि पूजार्हावरिसूदन
The inflow of divine correction is countered by misplaced self-preserving reactions. The consciousness that is about to emerge from the bodily (earthly) dwelling, feels as if its own body needs to be attacked in order to reach the zenith of salvation. How can the immune system attack its own organs?  

The contradiction in nascent realization that results from habitual acceptance of vices can be seen. (in Arjuna’s line of questioning). 

It is like asking why to destroy a cancerous cell? It was with us all along, it rose with us, it fought with us before. So why now?

The egotistical existence (in Duryodhana) has sought refuge in the magnificence and vastness of the Bramhan  (in relative context of what is known at the time) along with the ever-victorious soul, summoning the mighty resolve to hold the façade together.

Nascent consciousness (as it rises from a numb despair owing to divine intervention) experiences that it lacks the resolve and philosophical justification. It rather finds it in its opponents (owing to innate tendency of self-preservation).

The righteousness has to fight with delusive tendencies for its share in the powers of cognition.

Discernment must be used to separate right (which has been shrouded in doubt and suspicion) from wrong (which has resorted to camouflage itself as right). The facet of unity or unification cannot come in way of discernment. The acts of masquerading should not be able to fool preceptor into perceiving such acts as following of the noble principles of unity and equality among all.
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