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 Preface

Many of the stories surrounding certain antique
jewelry and related items are difficult to verify and should be
taken with a grain of skepticism. This is especially true of
jewelry made in ancient and medieval times. Nevertheless, they do
offer an interesting glimpse into the culture and beliefs of those
eras.

The stories herein are short, but relate interesting
facts and history. In that regard, references are given whenever
possible to provide the reader with access to additional
information on the subject or item. Keep in mind that legends and
myths are just that.

Additionally, some of the stories are not about
actual antique jewelry pieces, but are of people, events, types,
and styles or places of significance that relate to certain
collections or relate to one or more individual pieces of jewelry.
For instance, an example might be a gemstone that was set in
different pieces of jewelry throughout its history.

In the context of this book, antique jewelry
collections may refer to a collection of designs, such as those of
Cartier or Tiffany, that continue to be produced today. They may
also refer to actual documented historical collections that may or
may not still exit do to items that were stolen, sold, or lost.

 Introduction

 Definition of
Antique Jewelry:

Antique jewelry is considered to be over 100 years
old, often made with materials and techniques that are no longer in
use or are difficult to come by, making it unique and highly sought
after by collectors and enthusiasts. The use of materials such as
gold, silver, platinum, and other precious metal in antique jewelry
has a long history, and these materials have been used for their
beauty and versatility in design as well as for their practical
properties, such as their resistance to tarnish and corrosion.

In addition to precious metals, antique jewelry
often includes a variety of gemstones, such as diamonds, pearls,
and colored stones. Gemstones are prized for their beauty and
rarity, and are often used to symbolize love, wealth, and
power.

Antique jewelry can be found in a variety of styles,
ranging from ancient and primitive pieces to more modern and
sophisticated designs. Some of the most popular styles of antique
jewelry include Art Deco, Art Nouveau, Victorian, Edwardian, and
Georgian.

Antique jewelry is also valued for its historical
and cultural significance, as well as for its craftsmanship and
beauty. It is considered a form of art, and is often appreciated
for its, rarity, and value. Many collectors of antique jewelry are
drawn to the unique stories and histories associated with each
piece, and the opportunity to own a piece of history is often a
major factor in the appeal of antique jewelry.


The Hope Diamond:
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Fig 1

One of the most famous pieces of antique jewelry is
the Hope Diamond, a 45.52-carat deep blue diamond that is believed
to have originated in India.

The Hope Diamond has a long history that dates back
to the early 17th century, when it was first documented in the
possession of King Louis XIV of France. The diamond was later
purchased by King George IV of England and was eventually inherited
by his brother, William IV, who sold it to a London merchant in
1839.

Over the years, it continued to change hands
numerous times being owned by a variety of individuals, including
wealthy socialites, royals, and celebrities. In 1958, the diamond
was purchased by Harry Winston, a renowned New York City jeweler,
who donated it to the Smithsonian.

It is believed that the diamond is cursed. According
to legend, the diamond was stolen from a Hindu
temple and that the curse began when the temple's priests placed a
curse on the thief. The diamond is known to bring misfortune
and death to those who possess it, with many of its previous owners
experiencing financial ruin and other misfortunes. Despite these
stories, it remains one of the most famous and valuable pieces of
antique jewelry in the world.

Today, it is on display at the Smithsonian National
Museum of Natural History in Washington D.C, where it is a popular
attraction and is admired by millions of visitors each year. Its
unique beauty and rich history make it a true treasure of the
antique jewelry world.

"Hope Diamond." Smithsonian
National Museum of Natural History


https://naturalhistory2.si.edu/mineralsciences/hope/details/the-curse-of-the-hope-diamond.htm

 The Cultural and
Historical Significance of Jewelry:

Jewelry has played a significant role in many
cultures and civilizations throughout history. From ancient Egypt
to modern-day Western society, jewelry has been used as a symbol of
wealth, status, and power.

In ancient civilizations, jewelry was often used as
a form of currency. In addition, many cultures used jewelry (and
still do) to signify important life events, such as weddings,
birthdays, and religious ceremonies.

Jewelry has also played an important role in
cultural identity and affiliation. In many indigenous cultures,
jewelry is used to express cultural traditions and beliefs. For
example, Native American jewelry often incorporates traditional
designs and motifs that are specific to a particular tribe or
group. Similarly, African jewelry often incorporates traditional
symbols and materials that are specific to a particular region or
culture.

In addition to its cultural and historical
significance, jewelry has also played an important role in the art
world. From ancient civilizations to the present day, jewelry has
been created by skilled craftsmen and artists who have used a
variety of techniques and materials to create unique and beautiful
pieces. Many of these pieces are considered works of art in their
own right, and have been exhibited in museums and galleries around
the world.

Jewelry has also played a significant role in the
fashion world. It has been used to accessorize and complete an
outfit. It has also been used to make a statement or to express
personal style. In many cases, jewelry has been used to convey a
sense of wealth, status, or power.

 The Enduring Appeal
of Antique Jewelry:

Antique jewelry has an enduring appeal that has
lasted for centuries. Many pieces have a rich history and are
associated with important events or people. This can add a sense of
mystery and intrigue to the pieces. It also has a personal
significance for those who own it. It may be a family heirloom or
it may hold special memories or meaning.

The craftsmanship of antique jewelry has a timeless
quality and designs of antique jewelry often reflect the artistic
and cultural influences of the time in which they were made. The
enduring appeal of antique jewelry lies in its combination of
beauty, mystery, historical and cultural significance, rarity,
timeless quality, uniqueness, and personal meaning. These factors
come together to create pieces that are attractive and valued.


The Role of Jewelry in Storytelling and
Legend:

Antique jewelry has long been shrouded in mystery
and folklore, with stories and legends passed down through the
ages, which makes for fascinating reading. From ancient
civilizations to modern-day Western society, jewelry has been used
to tell stories, express cultural traditions and beliefs, and
convey important messages.

For example, many antique jewelry pieces have been
worn by powerful historical figures or have been used in important
ceremonies or rituals. Other pieces are believed to possess magical
properties or to have been created by skilled craftsmen with
supernatural abilities. Some believe that certain antique jewelry
pieces were created using rare and precious materials that were
imbued with special properties or energies. These stories and
legends often add to the mystique and allure of antique jewelry,
and help to preserve the cultural and historical significance of
these pieces for future generations.


Historical Periods

Antique jewelry is usually categorized by historical
periods, with each period characterized by specific design
elements, materials, techniques, styles, types, and design. For
example, jewelry from an early period may be made of gold and
feature intricate designs inspired by nature, while jewelry from a
later period may be made of platinum and feature geometric designs.
Although there is some time overlap, most experts generally agree
on the following periods:

 Ancient:
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Fig 2

Antique jewelry from the Ancient period is some of
the most sought after jewelry in the world. It is sometimes
characterized by simple, functional designs, popular in ancient
civilizations such as the Greeks, Romans, and Egyptians as well as
more recent civilizations such as the Incas and Aztecs. Greeks were
well known for their intricate designs and use of gemstones. The
Romans were skilled metalworkers and used a variety of techniques
such as granulation and filigree work in their jewelry making.

This style of jewelry is made from a variety of
materials, including precious metals such as gold and silver, as
well as gemstones and other materials such as shells, beads, and
bone. The jewelry was intricately designed and handcrafted.
Jewelry makers would typically use tools such as
hammers, chisels, and files to shape the metal, and would use
techniques such as engraving, granulation, inlay, and filigree to
add decorative details.

Some of the most iconic and well-known ancient
antique jewelry comes from Egypt, where gold was highly prized. The
ancient Egyptians believed in the power of gold to protect the body
and soul, and used it to make everything from simple rings and
bracelets to elaborate death masks and burial jewelry.

It is difficult to find reliable stories about
ancient antique jewelry that dates back prior to the 5th century,
as records from this time period are scarce and often unreliable.
However, there are a few examples of ancient antique jewelry that
have been well-documented and have interesting stories associated
with them.

"Ancient Jewelry," Jewels for Me


https://www.jewelsforme.com/gem_and_jewelry_library/ancient-jewelry

 Medieval:
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Fig 3

Medieval period antique jewelry refers to jewelry
that was made from the 5th to the 15th century. During this time,
jewelry was worn by people of all classes and was often used to
convey social status, wealth, and religious devotion. It was often
highly ornate and detailed, with intricate designs and symbolism,
and was influenced by the art, culture, and religion of the time
period. It incorporated motifs such as crosses, animals, and
mythical creatures.

Medieval jewelry was made of a variety of materials,
including gold, silver, bronze, copper, and brass. It was often
decorated with gemstones such as diamonds, pearls, and sapphires,
as well as with enamel, glass, and other decorative elements.

One of the most common types of medieval jewelry was
the ring. Rings were worn by both men and women and were often used
as a symbol of social status or as a sign of betrothal or marriage.
Other popular types of medieval jewelry included necklaces,
brooches, and pendants.

One unusual fact about antique jewelry from this
time period is that it was often used as a form of currency. In
some cases, gold and silver jewelry was melted down and used to pay
for goods and services, as it was more portable and convenient than
other forms of currency. Additionally, antique jewelry from the
Medieval period was often used to adorn weapons and armor. This
practice was particularly common among the wealthy and noble
classes, who could afford to have their weapons and armor adorned
with precious metals and gemstones.

"Medieval Jewelry," Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval_jewelry

 Renaissance:
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Fig 4

During the Renaissance period a cultural movement
took place in Europe. It lasted from the 14th to the 17th century,
marked by a renewed interest in classical learning and the arts.
During this time, jewelry-making also underwent a revival. This
style is characterized by its intricate, ornate designs, and the
use of a variety of materials. Gold, silver, and other precious
metals were used, often in combination with diamonds, pearls, and
other gemstones.

In addition to traditional jewelry items such as
rings, necklaces, and earrings, Renaissance jewelry also included a
wide range of other items such as brooches, pins, and even belt
buckles and buttons. Jewelers of the period often used a
combination of techniques to create their pieces, including
casting, forging, engraving, and enameling. Casting was used to
create intricate designs and shapes, while forging was used to
manipulate metals into more complex designs. Engraving was used to
embellish pieces with decorative patterns and motifs, while
enameling added color and texture to the pieces.

Renaissance antique jewelry was often inspired by
classical themes, such as mythological figures and symbols, as well
as religious imagery. The jewelry was seen as a way to display
wealth and social status, and was worn by both men and women.

Also, it was common for wealthy individuals to
commission pieces of jewelry that incorporated miniature paintings.
These paintings were of religious or allegorical (secondary
meaning) subjects and were set into rings, pendants, and other
types of jewelry. The paintings were made using a technique called
"reverse painting on glass," in which the artist painted the image
on the back of a piece of glass, creating the illusion of depth
when viewed from the front. The popularity of these miniature
paintings in jewelry reached its peak in the 16th and 17th
centuries, and they are now highly prized by collectors of antique
jewelry.

"A Brief History of Renaissance Jewelry," The
Museletter


https://store.museumofjewelry.com/blogs/news/the-history-of-renaissance-jewelry

 Baroque:
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Fig 5

Baroque period antique jewelry was popular in the
late 1600s and early 1700s. It continued to incorporated precious
gemstones such as diamonds, pearls, and rubies, as well as gold and
silver. The jewelry was often intricately detailed and handcrafted.
Craftsmen used a variety of techniques to create these pieces
including repoussé (hammering metal from the back), enameling, and
granulation (creating small balls of metal and affixing them to the
piece).

This style was influenced by the Baroque art
movement, which was characterized by grandeur, drama, and a focus
on the senses. This can be seen in the opulent and ornate designs
of Baroque jewelry, which often feature elaborate scroll work,
intricate patterns, and large, showy gemstones.

During this period, it was popular for wealthy
individuals to wear human hair jewelry. This type of jewelry was
made by weaving or braiding strands of human hair into intricate
designs, and was often used to create earrings, necklaces, and
other types of jewelry. Human hair jewelry was believed to have
sentimental value, as it was often made from the hair of a loved
one. It was also believed to have medicinal properties, and was
sometimes worn as a talisman to ward off illness. Despite its
popularity during the Baroque period, human hair jewelry fell out
of fashion in the 19th century and is now a rare and unusual type
of antique jewelry.

Baroque antique jewelry includes a wide range of
items, including traditional pieces such as rings, necklaces, and
earrings, as well as more unique items such as brooches, pins,
watch fobs, and cufflinks.

"Baroque Jewelry," Antique Jewelry University


https://www.langantiques.com/university/baroque-jewelry/

 Rococo:
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Fig 6

Antique jewelry from the Rococo period was popular
in the early to mid-1700s. It is characterized by elaborate, ornate
designs that showcase a love of excess and extravagance. The Rococo
movement emerged in France as a reaction against the formal, rigid
rules of the Baroque period. It was a time of prosperity and
indulgence, and this is reflected in the opulent, lavish designs of
Rococo jewelry. Goldsmiths used a variety of techniques to craft
jewelry from this period, including enameling, gem cutting, and
carving. Goldsmiths would often incorporate precious and
semi-precious stones, such as diamonds, rubies, and pearls, into
their designs. Additionally, techniques such as filigree, repoussé
and chasing, and engraving were often used to add intricate
details.

Rococo jewelry includes a wide range of items such
as rings, necklaces, earrings, and brooches. It often featured
delicate, feminine designs.

One unusual fact about the Rococo period is that it
was a time when jewelry was often made to resemble small, intricate
sculptures. During this period, jewelry that was made of gold or
silver often featured intricate, three-dimensional designs that
depicted natural themes such as flowers, animals, and landscapes.
These pieces of jewelry were often highly elaborate and were worn
to show off the wealth and status of the wearer. In addition to
being worn as traditional jewelry, Rococo pieces were often used as
decorative elements on clothing and accessories such as purses and
fans. The Rococo period reflected creativity and innovation in the
world of jewelry, and many of the pieces created during this time
are now highly prized by collectors and enthusiasts.

"Rococo," Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rococo

 Georgian:
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Fig 7

The Georgian period, which spanned from 1714 to
1837, was a time of great innovation and change in jewelry design.
During this time, jewelry moved away from the elaborate, ornate
styles of the Baroque and Rococo periods and towards simpler, more
elegant designs.

One of the defining characteristics of Georgian
antique jewelry is its use of color. During this time, gemstones
such as rubies, emeralds, and sapphires were highly prized, and
were often set in gold or silver to showcase their natural beauty.
Georgian jewelry also made use of pastel-colored gemstones such as
pink tourmaline and aquamarine, which were becoming more widely
available due to advances in gemstone cutting techniques.

In addition to gemstones, georgian jewelry often
featured intricate enamel work, with bright, bold colors being
particularly popular. Enameling was a common technique used to
create brightly colored designs and motifs on jewelry of the time.
Engraving and filigree work were also popular techniques used to
add intricate details and patterns to the metal. Granulation
involved adding tiny gold beads to the metal for a textured
effect.

One of the most iconic pieces of georgian jewelry is
the mourning ring, which was worn as a tribute to a deceased loved
one. These rings were often made of black enamel or jet, and were
often inscribed with the name of the deceased and a motto or
message of grief.

It was also common for people to wear memento mori
jewelry as a reminder of their own mortality. These pieces of
jewelry often featured images of skulls, skeletons, or other
symbols of death, and were intended to encourage the wearer to live
a virtuous life. Memento mori jewelry was popular in the Georgian
period, as it reflected the ideals of the time, which placed a
strong emphasis on morality and virtue. In addition to being a
reminder of death, memento mori jewelry was also believed to bring
good luck and protect the wearer from harm. Despite its macabre
themes, memento mori jewelry was highly prized in the Georgian
period, and many people wore these pieces as a way to express their
beliefs and values.

"A Guide to Antique Georgian
Jewelry," International Gem Society


https://www.gemsociety.org/article/georgian-period-jewelry/

 Art Nouveau:
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Fig 8

Popular in the late 1800s and early 1900s, it is
characterized by flowing lines, organic shapes, and a focus on
nature and the natural world. It often incorporates diamonds,
pearls, and other precious gemstones, as well as a variety of
metals such as gold, platinum, and silver. Art Nouveau jewelry was
intricately designed and handcrafted. Jewelers used a variety of
techniques to craft jewelry in this period, including enameling,
metalworking, and the use of precious and semi-precious stones.

Additionally, there was a trend towards using
unusual and unexpected materials. One of the most notable examples
of this is the use of a type of plastic referred to as celluloid.
Celluloid was a popular choice for jewelry during this time due to
its versatility and affordability. It could be molded into a
variety of shapes and colors, and was often used to mimic more
expensive materials such as ivory and tortoiseshell. However,
celluloid was highly flammable and could easily ignite if exposed
to heat or flame, which made it somewhat dangerous to wear. Despite
this risk, many Art Nouveau jewelry pieces were made using
celluloid, and it remains an unusual and interesting material to
collect and admire today.

Art Nouveau jewelry was inspired by art,
architecture, and design of the time period, and was influenced by
a variety of cultural and artistic movements such as the Arts and
Crafts movement and the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. These
influences can be seen in the use of naturalistic themes and
motifs, such as flowers, vines, and animals, in the jewelry.

This style of jewelry includes a wide range of
items, including traditional pieces such as rings, necklaces, and
earrings, as well as more unique items such as brooches, pins, and
even hair combs, and vanity items. It is often associated with the
famous jewelry designers of the time period, such as Louis Comfort
Tiffany and René Lalique. These designers were known for their
innovative and distinctive styles, and their work is highly prized
by collectors today.

In addition to traditional jewelry items, Art
Nouveau also influenced the design of other decorative arts such as
ceramics, glassware, and furniture. This holistic approach to
design is one of the defining characteristics of the Art Nouveau
movement.

"Art Nouveau Jewelry," Antique
Jewelry University


https://www.langantiques.com/university/art-nouveau-jewelry/

 Victorian:
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Fig 9

Victorian antique jewelry refers to jewelry that was
produced during the reign of Queen Victoria of England, which
lasted from 1837 to 1901. During this time period, jewelry design
and production underwent significant changes, influenced by a
variety of cultural and artistic movements.

One of the defining characteristics of Victorian
antique jewelry is its romantic, ornate design. The pieces often
featured intricate filigree work, delicate stones, and romantic
motifs such as hearts, roses, and doves. Crafting techniques
included hand carving, enameling, and engraving. Goldsmiths and
silversmiths would use tools such as hammers, saws, and files to
shape and form the metal, while stones were set with prongs or
bezels. As with other eras enameling was a popular technique used
to add color and interest to pieces. This was done by fusing glass
powder to metal surfaces to create a vibrant, colorful finish.
Engraving was also used to add intricate details and patterns to
jewelry pieces.

During the Victorian period, it was fashionable for
men to wear jewelry as well as women. This included items such as
signet rings, watch chains, and fob seals. It was also common for
men to wear mourning jewelry, which was made of black materials
such as jet and was worn as a sign of grief after the loss of a
loved one. Men of that period also sometimes wore lockets
containing photographs or locks of hair as a way to keep a loved
one close to the heart. In addition to these traditional jewelry
items, victorian men also sometimes wore more unusual pieces such
as earrings and bracelets, which were not as commonly worn by men
in other periods.

One of the most popular styles of Victorian antique
jewelry is the revival style, which was inspired by the jewelry of
ancient civilizations such as the Greeks and Romans. This style
features bold, ornate designs and often incorporates symbols and
motifs from ancient cultures.

Another popular style of Victorian is the Gothic
style, which was influenced by the Gothic Revival movement in
architecture. This style features dark, dramatic designs and often
incorporates symbols such as crosses and skulls.

It also includes a wide range of other styles, such
as the Etruscan style, which was inspired by the art of the
Etruscan civilization, and the Aesthetic style, which was
influenced by the Aesthetic Movement and featured simpler, more
understated designs.

"Victorian Jewelry,"
Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_jewellery

 Edwardian:
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Fig 10

Edwardian antique jewelry refers to jewelry that was
produced during the reign of King Edward VII of England, from 1901
to 1910. The Edwardian period was a time of great prosperity and
opulence, and this is reflected in the luxurious and ornate nature
of Edwardian jewelry.

Jewelry from the Edwardian period was designed with
a focus on lightness and femininity. The designs often featured
intricate and delicate detailing, often complemented by light
gemstones such as pearls, opals, and topaz. Popular motifs included
lace, flowers, birds, and butterflies. Jewelers during this era
used a variety of techniques to craft the pieces, including
hand-engraving and filigree work. They also incorporated techniques
such as plique-à-jour, which was popular due to its delicate
appearance and light-catching properties.

One of the most iconic and popular styles of
Edwardian jewelry is the dog collar necklace, which features a
series of graduated gemstones set in a circular or semi-circular
design. Other popular styles of Edwardian jewelry include chokers,
brooches, and pendants.

Edwardian jewelry was often made of gold, silver or
platinum with diamond accents, and was often crafted using
techniques such as engraving and repoussé work. Many pieces of
Edwardian jewelry also feature intricate hand-painted enamel work,
adding to their ornate and luxurious appearance.

"Edwardian Jewelry (1901-1909): Everything You Need
to Know," Lillicoco


https://www.lillicoco.com/blogs/love-lillicoco-blog/edwardian-jewellery-1901-1909-everything-you-need-to-know

 Art Deco:
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Fig 11

This style of jewelry was popular in the 1920s and
1930s. It features a sleek and modern aesthetic
look, influenced by the geometric shapes and bold colors of the Art
Deco movement. One unusual aspect of Art Deco jewelry was the use
of non-traditional materials such as plastic and Bakelite, a type
of early plastic made from phenol formaldehyde resin. These
materials were used to create colorful and affordable costume
jewelry that was popular with the general public.

Art Deco jewelry often incorporates diamonds,
pearls, and other precious gemstones, as well as a variety of
metals such as gold, platinum, and silver. The jewelry is often
intricately designed and handcrafted, using techniques such as
enameling, engraving, and filigree work.

It was inspired by the art, architecture, and design
of the time period, and was influenced by a variety of cultural and
artistic movements such as Art Nouveau, Futurism, and Cubism. These
influences can be seen in the use of bold geometric shapes,
contrasting colors, and futuristic themes in the jewelry.

This style of jewelry includes a wide range of
items, including traditional pieces such as rings, necklaces, and
earrings, as well as more unique items such as brooches, pins, and
even cigarette cases and compact mirrors.

"Art Deco Jewelry," Antique Jewelry University


https://www.langantiques.com/university/art-deco-jewelry

 Notable
Collections and Styles

 The French Crown
Jewels:
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Fig 12

This collection of jewelry was owned by the
French monarchy during the Rococo period and beyond. It was
initially held at the Palace of Versailles and included some of the
most iconic and valuable jewelry in the world. The fate of the
French Crown








The Austrian Crown Jewels:











The Crown Jewels of the United
Kingdom:









	



	



	



	



	



	








The Crown Jewels of the Russian
Tsars:









	



	



	



	



	



	









 The Crown Jewels of
the Holy Roman Empire:









	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	















	



	



	



	







 The Crown Jewels of
the Ottoman Empire:







	



	



	



	



	



	







 The Fabergé Eggs:








	



	



	



	








The Cartier Collection:













The Tiffany & Co. Collection:









	



	



	



	



	








The Princess Diana Collection:





	



	



	







 The Mellerio Jewelry
Collection:


















Pendeloque Jewelry:








 The Papal Tiara:







	



	



	



	



	








Zoomorphic Jewelry:








 Famous Antique
Jewelry Pieces


The Cartier Panther Bracelet:









 The Crown of the Andes:










The Beau Sancy Diamond:









The Black Prince's Ruby:










The Cartier Tutti Frutti Bracelet:











The Farnese Blue Diamond:









The Florentine Diamond:











The Neck Chain of the Golden Fleece:











The Koh-I-Noor Diamond:










The La Peregrina Pearl:










The Nefertiti Necklace:









The Regent Diamond:











The Shah Jahan Diamond:










The St. Edward's Sapphire:

















 The Tiffany
Diamond:











The Black Orlov Diamond:












The Logan Sapphire:








 The Taj Mahal Diamond:










The Queen Marie of Romania Sapphire:










The Dresden Green Diamond:









More Stories, Legends, and Myths

 Diamond
Myths:












Ancient (pre 5th century)






 The Deaths of Ancient
Egyptian Pharaohs:









The Looting of Ancient Sites:









 The Hoxne Hoard:









The Theft of the Temple Treasures:









 The
Sack of Rome:











The Pearl Wedding Veil:






The Neferu Necklace:








 The Nika Revolt:










The Heirloom Seal of the Realm:







The Jeweled Beetle:








 The Egyptian
Pharaoh's Curse:

















The Crown Jewels of Ireland:





 The
Eye of Horus:









 Pectoral Cross:









Engraved Gemstones:











	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	






Medieval (5th - 15th century)





The Crown of St. Wenceslas:










Crown of Mary, Queen of Scots:









 The Ring of the Fisherman:









 The Crown of Thorns:








 Iron Crown of Lombardy:









 The Gimmel Ring:









Reliquary Jewelry:










Legends of the Black Opal:









Anglo-Saxon Brooches:












The Aachen Crown of Margaret of York:








The Sutton Hoo Ship Burial:










The Treasure of Guarrazar:









The Talisman of Charlemagne:









 Renaissance (14th
17th century)




 The Borgia Family
Jewelry Collection:
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