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Abductions and the game

––––––––
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The producer sat in his chair, staring intently at his computer screen. He had been tasked with creating a new intergalactic reality show, and he needed contestants. Turning to the co-host, he said, “We need to find some interesting and diverse aliens to participate in our new show.”

The co-host, a being of pure energy, replied, “I have an idea. Let’s send out spaceships to various planets and abduct potential contestants. We can make it seem like they’ve been chosen at random, and the winner will receive untold riches.”

The producer nodded in agreement. “That’s brilliant. Let’s get started right away.”

As they worked on the logistics of the show, they watched as multiple UFOs took off in different directions, each carrying out their mission to abduct aliens from various planets.

And so likewise our contestants are abducted accordingly:

A UFO glides down from the sky and lands in front of Priya, who is busy watering her garden. The door of the UFO opens and two slimy, tentacled aliens emerge. They grab Priya and say, “Your presence is requested.” Despite her protests, they carry her into the ship, which takes off into space.

A UFO hovers above Malik as he walks his dog in the park. The door opens and two aliens step out, each resembling an amoeba with multiple pulsing pseudopods. They tell Malik, “Your presence is urgently required.” Though Malik tries to resist, they forcibly take him into the ship and blast off into space.

Aqurix is minding its own business, peacefully floating in a pond on its home planet. Suddenly, a UFO appears and hovers above it. Two aliens with elongated, reptilian bodies emerge from the ship and demand, “You must come with us.” Despite Aqurix’s efforts to escape, the aliens grab it and bring it aboard the ship, which takes off into space.

Slimetentra is in the middle of performing a stand-up comedy routine at a local club when a UFO lands outside. Two aliens resembling furry, bipedal animals with large eyes step out and declare, “You’re coming with us.” Though Slimetentra tries to negotiate, the aliens pick it up and carry it into the ship, which quickly lifts off into space.

Fizzletop is busy making a sock puppet when a UFO lands in its backyard. Two robotic aliens, each resembling a floating cube with numerous mechanical arms, emerge from the ship and tell Fizzletop, “Your presence has been requested.” Despite Fizzletop’s attempts to bargain, the aliens scoop it up and bring it into the ship, which rockets off into space.

Z13π is tinkering with a complex gadget when a UFO appears and lands next to it. Two aliens, each resembling a tall, slender humanoid with metallic skin, step out and demand, “You must come with us.” Though Z13π tries to resist, the aliens grab it and carry it into the ship, which takes off into space.

As the UFOs containing our contestants converged and landed on the planet surface, the aliens wordlessly deposited them around a crackling bonfire. Suddenly, our co-host “Nebula”, a being of pure energy, appeared from behind the other side of the fire and began addressing the bewildered contestants.

“Welcome to the ultimate survival reality TV show,” Nebula announced. “You will have to go through a series of challenges, create alliances, and vote each other off the island. But be warned, only one of you will emerge as the ultimate survivor and claim the untold riches that await you.”

The contestants exchanged glances, struggling to process the information, and then agreed to the terms. Nebula proceeded to list the rules and guidelines for the competition, as the contestants listened attentively.

And with that, the game had officially begun.
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Survival basics

As the contestants gathered around the bonfire, Nebula materialized from the other side of the flames. Their energy form flickered and danced, casting a soft glow on the faces of the aliens before them.

“Welcome, contestants,” Nebula said, their voice carrying a soothing, ethereal quality. “As you all know, you have been chosen to participate in a series of challenges that will test your strength, your wit, and your resourcefulness.”

They paused, letting the gravity of their words sink in. The contestants shifted uneasily, some glancing nervously at one another.

“In order to win this competition, you will need to form alliances, strategize, and most importantly, survive. Each week, you will be faced with a new set of challenges, and the player or players with the lowest score will be eliminated.”

Nebula held up a holographic screen, displaying a list of rules and regulations. “I won’t bore you with the details, but let me just say that cheating, sabotage, and violence are strictly prohibited. If any of you break the rules, you will be immediately disqualified.”

They lowered the screen, fixing their gaze on each of the contestants in turn. “But enough talk. The first challenge begins now!”

Malik, a human male from one part of the earth, begins to gather materials for a fire. He finds some dry leaves, small twigs, and branches, and starts building a small teepee-shaped structure. He then uses a fire starter to ignite the leaves, blowing on them until the fire grows big enough to catch the twigs and branches. “There we go, fire in the hole,” he says, laughing to himself.

Priya, a human female from another part of the earth, decides to create a spear. She looks around and sees a nearby tree with some sturdy branches. She selects one that is long and straight, and uses a sharp rock to carefully strip off the bark and sharpen the end. Furthermore, she then attaches a small rock to the other end with some vines she found earlier, creating a makeshift spear.

Aqurix, an amoeba-like alien with no gender, decides to create a dwelling. It oozes over to a nearby cliff and begins secreting a sticky substance that hardens into a shelter-like structure. As it works, it hums a tune that only it can hear, content in its creation.

Slimetentra, a slug-jellyfish hybrid alien of all possible genders, decides to create a fire. It gathers some wet leaves, and then secretes a slimy substance that acts as kindling. It then shoots a small electrical charge from its tendrils to ignite the substance, creating a small but steady flame. “Ha, I knew my slime would come in handy!” it exclaims.

Fizzletop, a muppet-stuffed animal-sock puppet hybrid alien of an androgynous nature, decides to create a dwelling. It hops around, gathering various materials like twigs, leaves, and grass, and then starts weaving them together into a small hut-like structure. As it works, it chatters to itself, “Oh, this is going to be so cozy!”

Z13π, a techno-organic alien with both biological and technological traits, decides to create a spear. It uses its advanced scanning technology to analyze the nearby vegetation, pinpointing a sturdy branch that would be perfect for its needs.

It then uses a built-in cutting tool to carefully carve the branch into a sharp point. “This should do the trick,” it says, satisfied with its creation

The panel of alien judges, a colony organism made up of millions of individual cells, surveys the contestants’ creations with great interest. They begin to discuss among themselves, with each cell having its own opinion on each creation.

One cell mentions, “I’m impressed with the speed at which Malik created his spear, it shows great resourcefulness and skill.” Another cell chimes in, “But Slimetentra’s fire is burning brighter and hotter than anyone else’s, they really took the time to gather the right materials.”

A third cell comments, “I don’t see the point of Fizzletop’s dwelling, it’s not practical in the long run.” While a fourth cell counters, “But Aqurix’s shelter made of amoeba-like cells shows great creativity and adaptability.”

The judges continue to debate and discuss each creation in detail, making notes and taking into account the speed, quality, and overall usefulness of each. Finally, they come to a decision and the winner is announced, with Malik being awarded the prize for his spear-making skills. Unfortunately, Fizzletop’s dwelling is deemed the least practical, and they are
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