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President Donald Trump,

This book was written for you.

You don’t have to love it.

You only have to embrace the message of dignity.

It will be the biggest legacy of your presidency.

You could be for immigration what Lincoln was for slavery and Reagan was for Communism.

May the Lord Almighty give you the divine wisdom to understand it.

Respectfully,
 Congresswoman Salazar
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Fifteen Things Every American Should Know About Immigration



	Our immigration system is broken.

	It is no longer capable of meeting the demands of our economy, it cannot keep Americans safe, and it is making life worse for all Americans.

	Political gridlock has turned the issue into a perpetual crisis. No one wants to solve it. It’s too toxic, too difficult, and too politically costly.

	Calls for mass deportations promise toughness but guarantee disaster. Removing millions of long-term workers from the United States will devastate the economy. Without farmers and slaughterhouse workers, grocery store shelves will be empty in a week. Without builders, housing and construction will grind to a halt. Without dishwashers, cooks, and busboys, restaurants will shutter. Labor shortages will drive costs higher, fueling inflation and crushing family budgets. Mass deportations of contributing workers will not strengthen America; they will create economic chaos and negatively affect the quality of life for all Americans.

	xiiWe need a carefully calibrated immigration solution that meets today’s circumstances.

	The way forward is the Dignity Act of 2025 (HR 4393).

	Dignity is a revolutionary bill that unlocks unprecedented growth and stability by integrating millions of undocumented workers already contributing to our economy—requiring them to pay restitution, obey our laws, and live in the light, but without ever granting a path to citizenship. This does NOT apply to criminals, and it only applies to immigrants who arrived before 2021.

	The Dignity Act provides no path to citizenship, no federal benefits, and no handouts. This is not amnesty.

	Legal status and a pathway to full participation in American life will add trillions of dollars to the US economy. It will secure the future of Social Security and Medicare by expanding the tax base with millions of reliable contributors. It will close loopholes that undercut American workers and invest funds into job training and upskilling for American workers to bring a new golden age of American manufacturing and innovation.

	Just as important: by bringing the good people out of the shadows, Dignity frees ICE and law enforcement to focus on the real threats—the drug traffickers, violent criminals, and gang networks who should be arrested and deported. It also permanently seals the border and locks in strong enforcement policies to stop illegal immigration once and for all.

	This is not charity for the illegals. It is a permanent, onetime fix intended to strengthen the nation’s borders, stop illegal immigration, reform legal immigration, and make life better for all Americans.

	xiiiDignity is a signal: America is still capable of solving hard problems in practical ways that restore order and uphold our values. America is still the best on the block.

	The path forward requires courage, vision, and leadership. Half-measures and short-term fixes have kept the immigration issue alive—as a political weapon—for too long. The moment for real reform has arrived. Americans are tired of the status quo. They want solutions. Four years of chaos and caravans at the border under President Biden and the reelection of President Trump have made this extremely clear.

	Now is the time—not just to manage immigration, but to harness it as an engine of prosperity and unity.

	Dignity is not just the best way forward. It is the only way forward.
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Introduction 
The Truth About Immigration



	America’s immigration system is broken: economically dysfunctional, politically toxic.

	The American public is being lied to about this issue. No one is telling the real truth.

	President Trump has secured the border for now—but without Congress codifying border security into law, everything could flip with the next administration.

	Immigrants already sustain everyday American life— bringing them into the light strengthens the nation as a whole.

	Dignity is not charity—it’s a onetime fix that makes immigration work for every American.



We are standing at a crossroads in this country.

Two paths. Two futures. Two Americas.

Our choice will shape this nation for generations.

Everyone is talking about immigration. Almost no one is telling the truth. The average American hears only two arguments. xviOn conservative outlets, Republican pundits declare, “Kick them all out.” On CNN, mouthpieces of the left shout, “Compassion! Let them all in.”

Two extremes. Lots of manipulations. Many lies.

Between them, the truth is suffocating.

Neither side is painting the full picture: about the American who hates illegal immigration and believes his life is worse because of it. Or about the undocumented landscaper in Pennsylvania who has lived here for seventeen years, who built a business, raised his American children, and prays in church every Sunday.

Neither side is explaining the full context about the undocumented mother of three in Miami who has spent a decade caring for someone else’s children just to provide for her own, whom she has not seen in twenty years. Or about the American mother who lost her daughter to an illegal alien who should have been deported but was set free because we did not enforce our laws on the books.

Neither side speaks directly to the millions of undocumented berry pickers in Georgia, builders in North Carolina, dishwashers in New York City, and slaughterhouse workers in Iowa who keep our economy alive by doing the jobs most Americans refuse to do, even though they could.

Nor do they speak fully about the families and businesses in our towns who rely on those undocumented workers. The farmer in Washington who cannot get his harvest to market without farm hands breaking their backs on the fields for twelve hours a day. The restaurant owner in St. Louis whose doors would shut without dishwashers and cooks. The hotel in Las Vegas that wouldn’t have clean rooms without housekeepers.

Neither side speaks to the American consumer—every man and woman who unknowingly depends on that hidden labor every xviitime they sit down at a restaurant, buy fruit at the grocery store, check into a hotel, or walk into a newly built home.

Neither side is fully recognizing the frustration of millions of Americans who are upset about illegal immigration and are happy about what President Trump is doing to clean this up. Although, this topic is so polarizing, those frustrated Americans are only hearing half of the truth.

Because immigration is not just immigration. Immigration is the economy. Immigration is border security. Immigration is national security. Immigration is the American dream itself.

So who are the immigrants we’re really talking about? Are they gang members from Tren de Aragua or violent criminals? Are they from the caravans that surged across the border under Biden’s disastrous open-door policy? Or are they long-term, law-abiding neighbors who have built lives in our towns and cities? Who are the good hombres—and who are the bad ones?

That is why I wrote this book: to cut through the poison, to tell the truth, and to stop making this a binary choice between open borders and mass deportations and offer a third path.

A path that puts America and Americans first.

For decades, our broken immigration system has left undocumented families in limbo, illegal workers in the shadows, and our nation weaker. Unknown people were let into the country, and now you don’t know who your neighbor is. Our cities became unsafe. Washington shrugged. Republicans failed. Democrats failed. And the American people paid the price—every family, every worker, every community left to carry the burden.

For decades, Republicans shouted about law and order, promised crackdowns, and then did nothing. Democrats preached compassion, promised reform, and then looked the other way. Administration after administration found it easier to kick the can down the road than to take a hard vote. Politicians used xviiiimmigration as a campaign slogan, as a wedge issue, as a fundraising pitch—but not as a problem to solve.

While Washington bickered, American families bore the burden. The immigrant family that never knew if tomorrow would bring an ICE raid. The American family that saw their local factory close and was told it was because of “cheap labor.” The community whose hospital shut down because of staffing shortages. The teacher whose classroom grew overcrowded with kids who don’t speak English, while funding for education stayed flat. All betrayed. All abandoned.

Donald Trump’s victories in 2016 and 2024 were fueled by his honesty about this crisis. He said out loud what millions already knew—that our borders were broken, that law and order were eroding, that leaders had abandoned their duty. Under Joe Biden, millions more surged in through caravans, and the crisis became undeniable.

In 2024, President Trump was right to call the southern border a disaster.

But it’s also true today that walls and deportations alone cannot fix what is broken—not for the long term, and not without devastating consequences for the American economy. Mass deportation is not only cruel—it is impractical.

Just imagine: shelves emptied, houses half built—abandoned in the sun—restaurants shuttered, hospitals understaffed, entire industries collapsing overnight. That doesn’t sound like the American Dream. It sounds like a nightmare. And that is what mass deportation would mean for the next three years.

Blanket amnesty (a free pass) for illegals, at the same time, is just as unreasonable and politically impossible. We are a nation of laws. A price must be paid. A free pass would send a message to the world: break our laws, and you win. Break our laws, and you can stay. Break our laws, and America rewards you. It would xixinvite another wave of chaos, another wave of caravans, another betrayal of the American worker.

So what should we do?

We need a complete solution. One solution that works for President Trump, for Republicans, for Democrats, for the undocumented immigrants who have built their lives here, and for every American citizen who believes—rightly—that this is the greatest nation on earth.

One solution that secures the border and strengthens the American economy for good. (Quick note: President Trump passed $150 billion in funding for border security with his Big Beautiful Bill, but the law did not change. It could all disappear with the next administration, and the same border crisis we had in 2021, we could have again in 2028.)

One solution that ends illegal immigration forever and stabilizes the industries that feed us, house us, and entertain us.

One solution that gives dignity—not US citizenship—to people who have put down roots here, while requiring them to pay restitution to the country they entered illegally.

One solution that restores order, strengthens American workers, ensures this crisis is never repeated, and looks ahead to the jobs and industries that will sustain America’s leadership for generations to come.

One solution that does what Washington has failed to do for forty years: bring courage, clarity, and finality to the most toxic and divisive issue of our time.

History has had mercy on us and put the right person at the White House. Donald Trump is the only leader who can deliver it. He is the boldest and most decisive president we’ve had in a century.
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He has a once-in-a-generation opportunity: to solve this crisis once and for all, to secure America’s future, and to restore confi-dence in our American system.

That solution is the Dignity Act, introduced in Congress in July 2025.

The Dignity Act offers legalization—not US citizenship. Let me repeat it again—not US citizenship, not amnesty, but stabilization for undocumented workers who have lived here at least five years. It secures the border, fixes asylum, invests in American workers, and adds trillions of dollars to our economy.

It lowers the costs of food for the average family and allows law enforcement officers to focus on the real criminals, the bad hombres, who happen to be those the president promised to deport en masse.

It is bold. It is final. It is revolutionary. It’s Solomonic.

And I repeat: Donald Trump is the only one who can make it happen. President Trump could be for immigration what Abraham Lincoln was for slavery and what Ronald Reagan was for Communism.

How do I know? Because I have lived this story. I am the daughter of Cuban political refugees, born and raised in Miami. I grew up among immigrants, many of whom were illegal. As one of the founders of Univision, the most important Spanish television network in the country, I reported for thirty-five years on the reality that affects Hispanics in the United States. Today, in 2025, Hispanics are the largest minority in the United States—22 percent of the population.

As one of the most-watched Spanish-language journalists in America, this community was my audience. I was their storyteller and translator. I was their bridge. Long before I arrived in Congress in 2021, I knew them, and they knew me—very well.

xxi
But I was born in the United States, a first-generation American. So I also know the hard-working American who feels left behind. I know the family in Arkansas who got frustrated as they watched the caravans on TV. (I was yelling at my TV and shaking my head, too!)

I know the man in Youngstown, Ohio, who blames immigrants for crowded roads, rising housing prices, and lost jobs. His anger is real. His struggle is real. But his target is wrong. Deporting immigrants will not save him. It will not lower his mortgage, make his groceries more affordable, or secure his job. It will only make his life harder; he just doesn’t know it . . . yet.

Who else? The young woman in Texas who worries that her children will never own a home because the system is broken. I know the retiree in Arizona who fears his Social Security will collapse under the weight of this chaos. I know the police offi-cer in Florida who wonders why he spends his time looking for law-abiding families instead of hunting down gangs. All of them deserve the truth.

The truth has always been my North Star. As a TV journalist, I built my career on it. As a Congresswoman, I remain guided by it. And the truth is this: America’s immigration system has been broken for forty years. Deporting everyone will not fix it. Amnesty—whatever that means—will not fix it. Only bold, final reform will fix it.

The mess has gotten bigger. Now, for the first time in forty years, Americans of every background are engaged on this topic. They are angry. They are demanding solutions. Immigration is no longer a crisis we can ignore.

We are standing at a crossroads. One path leads to cruelty, chaos, and decline. The other leads to order, prosperity, and renewal.

xxii
The United States has always striven to be a shining city on a hill—a place of refuge that attracts people like Albert Einstein— minds that will make us great. A place of second chances. Now is the time to remember that ambition and rise to it once again, with courage, honesty, and audacity.

Not with half-measures. Not with empty promises. Not with half-truths. But with the kind of resolve that built this country in the first place.

If we do, America will shine brighter than ever before.

That is the truth.
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Chapter 1 It Won’t Stop at the Criminals



	Politicians say deportations target “the bad guys,” but to meet their target numbers, many “good guys” will get caught up in ICE raids and deported, too.

	A mass round-up will hurt farmworkers, construction crews, caregivers, and the average American more than it will hurt drug lords and traffickers.

	Real security means freeing ICE to focus on actual threats, not tearing apart communities.

	Without responsible reform, ordinary Americans will pay the price in higher costs, broken families, and unsafe streets.



Finding The Bad Guys Is Harder Than Finding The Good Guys

We are almost a year into President Trump’s second term—and into his vow to “deport all the illegal criminals.” What do we have to show for it? For some, fear, confusion, chaos. For others, someone is taking action—putting order in the House.

2
The headlines tell the story better than any speech. “Federal agents blast way into California home of woman and small children.” “Small U.S. towns cancel fairs celebrating Latino culture: ‘the climate of fear is real.’” “Chicago protesters defiant in face of President Trump’s deportation threats.” “Raid on upstate New York food manufacturer leads to dozens of detentions.” “ICE arrests almost 500 people at Hyundai plant in Georgia.” “Iranian woman, who has lived in the U.S. for 47 years, taken by ICE while gardening.” “Dozens detained in U.S. immigration raids in New York state, governor says.”

That doesn’t mean criminals aren’t being arrested. They most definitely are. And the headlines tell that side of the story, too. “Tens of thousands of illegal immigrants with sexual assault, murder convictions in US: ICE data.” “Massive identity theft scheme led by illegal immigrants uncovered after raid at meatpacking plant.” “DHS arrests five illegal immigrants convicted of serious crimes, including murder and child abuse.”

But we must ask ourselves: Do you feel safer? Are we more hopeful about our future? Is this really what people voted for?

Here is another hard truth: it is costly, laborious, and difficult to find the worst illegal criminals. Criminals do not walk around with neon signs. They are smart; they are not cleaning buildings. They live in the shadows, too. We do not know who they are or where they sleep. We do not have enough agents to find, detain, and remove them fast enough to satisfy the arrest quotas imposed on the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) of around 3,000 illegals deported per day.

So to reach the numbers, the government is shifting the target.

Now, if ICE hits a home or workplace with a criminal target and finds five other illegals without a criminal record—an eighty-year-old grandmother who cleans homes, a father walking in from a night shift as a dishwasher, or a five-year-old in pajamas—they 3take them all. The strategy has a cold bureaucratic name—collateral arrests—and it’s a completely new policy.In previous administrations, if an undocumented immigrant with a criminal record was apprehended, the system would process that person, deport them, and let the rest of the household go on with their lives. Not in 2025. Now they are taking illegals with no other criminal record.

The mission is to “get the numbers,” and sometimes the easiest targets to seize are not the illegal criminals hiding in the dark corners—but the workers standing in the light. The factory hand whose foreman knows his name. The dairy crew at dawn. The woman who cleans rooms on the fourth floor. The usher at church. The moms at school pick-up. The righteous are being made to pay for the sinners.

If this continues for the next three years, the real-world consequences will be catastrophic for all of us. And it will be us— American citizens of all stripes—who will suffer most.

Let’s be clear: these deportations are legal. The Trump administration is following the law. The statute says it plainly: anyone in the United States without lawful status is subject to removal. If an officer finds you and you cannot prove legal status, you can be deported. For decades, presidents of both parties recognized a practical truth: enforcing the law to a “T”—deporting every undocumented person—would harm the country. It would wreck local economies and crash key industries. So administration after administration used discretion. Justice and Homeland Security Departments wrote tailored rules, priorities, and memoranda. The mandate was to focus resources on genuine threats—meaning criminals. Even though it turned a blind eye to part of the law, there was a practical logic to it—protect the country while protecting the economy.

4
Then came 2025; Donald Trump broke with that modern consensus. He drew a line as bright as a sunrise: if you are here illegally, you are removable. Period. A clarifying statement in an era drowning in euphemism. People who had watched years of disorder at the border cheered. At last, a president saying what felt right. Specifically, in the last four years, those images of caravans and hundreds of thousands of people of all races, colors, and ages pouring into
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The Invisibles
















Mass Deportations Will Destroy The Economy
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Fix Immigration—Don’T Weaponize It





	The system is broken.

	Deporting everyone will not fix it.

	A free pass to lawbreakers alone will not fix it.

	Only measured and practical reform can fix it.

	This reform must be firm, final, and enforceable.
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