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    Editorial Review

    Bill Vincent’s Glory: Increasing God's Presence (Expanded Edition) is a powerful and inspiring book that ignites a deep hunger for more of God. With profound biblical insight and personal experiences, Vincent paints a vivid picture of what it means to live in the fullness of God’s presence. His writing is engaging, heartfelt, and full of encouragement for anyone seeking to experience greater levels of spiritual breakthrough. Each chapter is a call to deeper intimacy with the Holy Spirit and a reminder that God longs to reveal His glory in our daily lives. Whether you are a new believer or a seasoned Christian, this book will challenge and equip you to pursue God with greater passion. A must-read for anyone longing to experience the supernatural power of God's presence!
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  Chapter 1: Restoring Intimacy: The Call to Deepen 

  

  

  
   
    

  

   The journey of faith is one of continual restoration and renewal. In this hour, God is restoring spiritual principles that have been forgotten or overlooked, and He is calling His people to a deeper, more intimate relationship with Him. This chapter is an invitation to explore the profound work of the Holy Spirit in our lives and to rediscover the beauty of walking in close communion with Him. As we delve into this topic, let us open our hearts to the transformative power of the Holy Spirit, who desires to draw us into a radical, fiery love that will change us from the inside out.
The Secret of God’s Presence
The book of Job offers a glimpse into a life marked by the presence of God. Job 29:4 says, “As I was in the days of my youth, when the secret of God was upon my tabernacle.” This verse speaks of a time when Job experienced the intimate, hidden presence of God in his life. It was a season of closeness, where the mysteries of God were revealed to him, and his life was filled with divine favor and guidance. This is the kind of relationship God desires to restore in our lives today—a relationship where His presence is not just a distant reality but a tangible, daily experience.
This chapter is not meant to be an exhaustive study on the Holy Spirit. Rather, it is an appetizer, a taste of the richness and depth that comes from knowing Him intimately. The Word of God is our gateway to spending time with Him, and as we immerse ourselves in Scripture and fellowship with others who passionately pursue God, we will grow in our understanding of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives.
The Gift of the Holy Spirit
This message is especially for those who have already taken the step of faith to invite Jesus into their hearts as Lord and Savior. If you believe that “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16), then you are part of God’s family. But my heart’s desire is that you would not stop there. Jesus has a gift waiting for you—the precious Holy Spirit. This gift is not just a one-time experience but an ongoing relationship that will transform your life.
The Holy Spirit is our Teacher, Counselor, Guide, and Comforter. He will lead you into truth, reveal the heart of the Father to you, and draw you into a love that is beyond comprehension. As you grow in intimacy with Him, you will begin to see Jesus in a new light. The Holy Spirit will unveil the Father’s love for the Son and the Son’s love for the Father, and you will come to understand the depth of Their affection for you. Do you know how much God loves you? His love is the foundation of everything we are about to explore.
The Father’s Desire to Give the Kingdom
In Luke 12:32, Jesus says, “Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” These words were true when Jesus spoke them, and they remain true today. God’s desire is to give His children the fullness of His Kingdom—not just in the future, but here and now. As we draw closer to Him, we will begin to see the manifestations of His power and love in our lives and in the world around us.
In this hour, there is an urgent need for believers to move in greater levels of intimacy with the Father. The world is desperate for demonstrations of God’s power, and it is through our relationship with the Holy Spirit that we will be equipped to meet this need. This chapter is designed to encourage you to press into that intimacy, to seek a deeper connection with God’s Radiant Glory. As you spend time in His presence, you will learn to recognize His voice, follow His leading, and operate in the boldness and power of the Holy Spirit.
Eternal Life: Knowing God
John 17:3 tells us, “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” Eternal life is not just about living forever; it’s about knowing God. It’s about entering into a relationship with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is urging us to believe and trust God for a deeper relationship than we have ever known. He is calling us to press into His love and release the power of His Kingdom on earth.
Growing in love with God by His Spirit is the most precious and exhilarating experience I have ever known. It surpasses even the joy of salvation, which is itself a profound and life-changing encounter. If this chapter compels you to dive deeper into the waters of grace and experience the fullness of the Holy Spirit, then praise God! And if, through that intimacy, you begin to see a greater release of God’s power in your life and ministry, then all the more reason to give Him glory!
The Holy Spirit: Our Intimate Friend
The Holy Spirit is not just a force or a power; He is a Person. He is my Best Friend and the Love of My Life, and it is my honor to introduce Him to you as an intimate companion. Your relationship with Him may look different from mine, but one thing is certain: He will meet you in ways that exceed your expectations. He will never disappoint you. Treat Him with kindness, gentleness, and generosity. Spend time with Him, and you will discover just how precious He is.
How would you describe your Christian life? Are you satisfied with where you are, or do you hunger for more? If you have experienced the Holy Spirit, you know that each encounter only scratches the surface of what is possible. No matter how much He saturates us with His presence, there is always more to discover. And even more than we desire His presence, His heart yearns for us. He cries out, “Don’t go away. Don’t be satisfied without My presence!”
The Key to a Spirit-Filled Life
2 Corinthians 13:14 reminds us of the triune nature of God: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.” The key to a satisfying, Spirit-filled life is a hunger for encounters with God. It is a life that seeks to know the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in all Their fullness. Though the three Persons of the Godhead are united in purpose and essence, they are distinct in Their roles and expressions. To know God is to know the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Each One invites us into a unique and intimate relationship.
As Christians, we often seek to know the Father and the Son, but when it comes to the Holy Spirit, we sometimes focus only on His power and gifts. While these are important, they are not the ultimate goal. The Holy Spirit desires a relationship with us—a deep, abiding friendship that transforms us from the inside out. Let us not be satisfied with mere glimpses of His power. Let us press into the fullness of His presence and experience the life-changing intimacy He offers.
Reflection and Response
As you reflect on this chapter, ask yourself: Am I satisfied with my current relationship with God, or do I hunger for more? If you have tasted the presence of the Holy Spirit, you know that there is always more to experience. Let this be the beginning of a new journey—a journey into the depths of God’s love and the fullness of His Spirit. May you be compelled to dive deeper, to seek His face, and to walk in the power and intimacy that He offers. Amen.
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  Chapter 2: The Divine Fellowship: Knowing the Triu

  

  

  
   
    

  

   Through our journey of knowing the Father, we come to understand that He is not a distant, wrathful deity wielding a gavel of judgment from heaven. Instead, we discover His true character—a loving, approachable Abba, Daddy, Father. This revelation deepens as we also come to know the Holy Spirit, who is no less significant than the Father or the Son. The Holy Spirit is equal in divinity and purpose, and to fully know God, we must embrace the fullness of the Holy Spirit just as we embrace the Father and Jesus. The three Persons of the Godhead are inseparable, working in perfect unity from creation to redemption.
The Bible reveals this divine teamwork from the very beginning. In Genesis 1:26, God says, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” This “us” is not accidental—it is a profound declaration of the triune nature of God. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit were all present and active in creation, each playing a distinct yet unified role. This same unity is seen in Genesis 3:22, where God says, “The man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil,” and again in Genesis 11:7, “Let us go down and confuse their language.” These passages underscore the collaborative nature of the Godhead, a team that has existed from eternity.
This teamwork extends to our salvation. The Father, in His holiness, demanded justice for sin, for the wages of sin is death. Yet, His heart ached for the fellowship He once enjoyed with humanity, as in the days when He walked with Adam and Eve in the cool of the garden. Jesus, moved by the Father’s longing, stepped forward and said, “Father, I will go. I will suffer, die, and become the atonement for sin so that humanity can be restored to Your likeness and image.” But the Holy Spirit interjected, “You’re not going alone, Jesus. I will go with You.” Together, the triune God devised a plan to restore fellowship with humanity, a plan that required the sacrifice of Jesus and the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit, who was present at creation, is also the One who invites us into intimate fellowship with God. Jesus promised in John 14:16-17, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. You know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you.” The Holy Spirit is not merely a force or an abstract power; He is a Person who speaks, guides, comforts, and dwells within us. He is the One who makes the presence of God tangible in our lives, enabling us to experience the fullness of the Father’s love and the Son’s redemption.
Yet, in the busyness of life, it is easy to neglect this divine invitation to intimacy. God is jealous for our affection, not in a petty or selfish way, but in the way a loving parent longs for the undivided attention of their child. He desires our hearts fully, without contenders. What are the “little foxes” in your life that steal your time and attention away from Him? Is it work, entertainment, relationships, or even good things that have become distractions? I challenge you to identify these contenders and make a deliberate effort to prioritize your relationship with God. Write them down, pray over them, and construct your life in a way that fosters a passionate pursuit of Him.
The psalmist captures this longing beautifully in Psalm 42:1: “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for You, O God.” This is the heart cry of one who has tasted the sweetness of God’s presence and cannot be satisfied with anything less. Job, too, reminisced about the days when “the secret of God was upon my tabernacle” (Job 29:4). There is a depth of fellowship available to us, a secret place of intimacy where we can know God not just as Creator or Savior, but as Abba, Daddy, Friend.
The Holy Spirit is not silent in this journey. He speaks, as seen throughout Scripture: in Acts 8:29, He told Philip to join the Ethiopian eunuch; in Acts 10:19, He instructed Peter to go with the men sent by Cornelius; and in Acts 13:2, He called Barnabas and Saul for their missionary work. He is a living, active Person who guides us into truth and empowers us to live in the fullness of God’s purpose. Yet, He can also be grieved (Ephesians 4:30), insulted, or blasphemed (Hebrews 10:29). Our relationship with Him requires reverence, attentiveness, and a willingness to listen.
As Romans 8:11 reminds us, “If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” The same Spirit who was present at creation, who raised Jesus from the dead, now lives within us. He is the source of our life, our strength, and our intimacy with God. Let us not neglect so great a gift. Let us pursue Him with all our hearts, for those who seek Him will never be forsaken.
Reflection and Application:
	Identify the Contenders: Take a moment to list the things that compete for your time and affection. How can you rearrange your priorities to make room for deeper fellowship with God?
	Embrace the Holy Spirit: Spend time in prayer, inviting the Holy Spirit to reveal Himself to you in new ways. Ask Him to guide you into a deeper understanding of His role in your life.
	Pursue Intimacy: Set aside dedicated time each day to seek God’s presence. Whether through prayer, worship, or reading Scripture, make intimacy with Him your highest goal.
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  Chapter 3: The Temple Within: Living in the Power 

  

  

  
   
    

  

   The apostle Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 3:16 echo with divine truth: “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” This profound declaration invites us to recognize the sacred reality of our identity as believers. We are not merely physical beings navigating a temporal world; we are spiritual temples, holy dwellings for the very Spirit of God. This truth is both awe-inspiring and humbling, for it reveals the intimacy God desires with His people.
The Holy Spirit is not a distant, abstract force. He is alive, active, and deeply personal. He guides us, calls us, commissions us, and even intercedes for us in ways that transcend human understanding. As Romans 8:14 reminds us, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” To be led by the Spirit is to walk in the fullness of our identity as children of God, embraced by His love and empowered by His presence.
But the Spirit’s work does not end there. Romans 8:26 tells us that “the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” In our weakest moments, when words fail and our hearts are heavy, the Holy Spirit steps in. He speaks on our behalf, aligning our prayers with the perfect will of God. What a comfort it is to know that we are never alone in our struggles!
The Spirit’s Call and Commission
The book of Acts provides vivid examples of the Holy Spirit’s active role in the lives of believers. In Acts 13:2, we see the Spirit at work in the early church: “As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.” Here, the Spirit is not only guiding but also commissioning. He sets apart individuals for specific purposes, equipping them to fulfill God’s plans.
Imagine the scene in Acts 20:8, where believers gathered in an upper room, surrounded by many lights. The atmosphere was charged with anticipation, a tangible sense of God’s presence. It was in such moments that the Spirit moved powerfully, directing the course of history through ordinary men and women who yielded to His leading.
The Satisfying Life: Quenched by the Spirit
Do you long for a life of deep satisfaction? A life that overflows with purpose, joy, and peace? Jesus Himself offers the answer in John 7:37-38: “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” These words, spoken on the last day of the feast, were a profound invitation. Jesus was not speaking of physical water but of the Holy Spirit, the source of true spiritual nourishment.
John clarifies this in verse 39, explaining that the “rivers of living water” symbolize the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the one who quenches our deepest thirst. He satisfies the longings of our souls in ways that the world cannot. In Him, we find life—abundant, overflowing, and eternal.
Intimacy with God Through the Spirit
God’s gift of the Holy Spirit is not merely for power or guidance; it is for intimacy. Through the Spirit, we experience a closeness with God that transcends human understanding. John 16:13-15 reveals the Spirit’s role in revealing truth: “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.” The Spirit is our divine Teacher, unveiling the mysteries of God’s heart and leading us into deeper communion with Him.
Jesus further emphasizes this in John 14:26, calling the Holy Spirit the “Comforter” who will teach us and bring to remembrance all that He has said. The Spirit is not a replacement for Jesus; He is the continuation of Jesus’ presence in our lives. He is the One who makes the words of Christ alive and active in our hearts.
The Advantage of the Spirit
Imagine walking with Jesus in the flesh, as the disciples did. For three and a half years, they shared meals, traveled dusty roads, and witnessed miracles that defied explanation. They saw Him feed thousands with a few loaves and fish, raise the dead, and heal the sick with a word. Yet, Jesus told them in John 16:7, “It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.”
What could possibly be an advantage over walking with Jesus Himself? The answer lies in the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. The disciples, while blessed to walk with Jesus in the flesh, did not yet have the indwelling Spirit. They could not yet experience the intimacy and empowerment that we, as believers, enjoy today. The Holy Spirit is the ultimate advantage—He is the One who makes Christ’s presence real in our lives, even in His physical absence.
The Holy Spirit: Our Greatest Advocate
The Holy Spirit is more than a helper; He is our greatest Advocate. John 15:26 describes Him as the “Spirit of truth” who testifies of Jesus. He is our Counselor, guiding us in every decision, interceding for us in prayer, and revealing the heart of the Father. He is the One who empowers us to live as witnesses of Christ’s love and grace.
In 2 Corinthians 13:14, Paul concludes his letter with a powerful benediction: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.” These words encapsulate the triune nature of God’s relationship with us. Grace, love, and communion—these are the gifts we receive through the Spirit. Paul’s prayer is not just for knowledge of the Spirit but for intimate fellowship with Him.
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  Chapter 4: Koinonia with the Holy Spirit: The Inti

  

  

  
   
    

  

   The passage does not speak of the communion of the Father or of Jesus, but specifically of the Holy Spirit: “May the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” The word “communion” here is derived from the Greek word koinonia. In this context, koinonia signifies unity, a close association, fellowship, a deep bond, or even a partnership. At its core, the message is about sharing—sharing in the life, presence, and power of the Holy Spirit.
When Paul penned these words, he was essentially saying, “May you experience and share the intimate bond, the closeness, the unity, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.” Paul’s words suggest that there is something profoundly deeper to the Holy Spirit, the anointing, and the gifts of the Spirit. He is inviting us into a relationship with the Holy Spirit that goes beyond mere acquaintance or occasional encounters. It is an invitation to know koinonia—a communion of intimate participation—with Him.
The Greek word koinonia (κοινωνία) is often translated as “communion,” but its meaning extends far beyond a superficial connection. It implies a deep, participatory relationship, a shared life, and a mutual indwelling. This is the kind of relationship Paul is urging us to pursue with the Holy Spirit. It is not just about receiving His gifts or experiencing His power; it is about knowing Him intimately, walking with Him daily, and sharing life with Him in a way that transforms us from the inside out.
My Journey into Koinonia with the Holy Spirit
I have come to know this koinonia relationship with the Holy Spirit in a deeply personal way. It is a bond so close, so intimate, that words often fail to capture its essence. I chat with Him constantly. We share, talk, ask questions of one another, and communicate openly. I ask Him questions, and He gives me answers—and sometimes, He asks me questions in return. There is a beautiful freedom in our fellowship. He is not just a distant, ethereal presence; He is my closest confidant, my dearest Friend, and my constant companion. He accompanies me everywhere, and I strive to keep in step with Him, as Galatians 5:25 exhorts: “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”
I no longer have to wait for Him to “come upon me” or manifest in some dramatic way. I simply know He is there. His presence is as real to me as the air I breathe. This relationship did not happen overnight, though. It was born out of a deep hunger and a relentless pursuit of His presence.
The Turning Point: A Hunger for Intimacy
At the beginning of the revival in Litchfield, I began to realize that there was something missing in my spiritual life. I had experienced the power of the Holy Spirit, operated in His gifts, and witnessed His work in profound ways. Yet, I felt a void—a lack of deeper intimacy with the Lord. I knew the Holy Spirit’s power and presence, but I did not truly know Him. I did not know His character, His heart, or His personality.
This realization ignited a hunger in me—a hunger to know the Holy Spirit as intimately as a brother knows a brother, as a husband knows a wife. I wanted more than just His gifts; I wanted Him. And so, I embarked on a journey to pursue Him with every ounce of strength I possessed. I dove into every Scripture verse I could find about the Holy Spirit, studying Him in depth. I spent hours in prayer, crying out, “Holy Spirit, come, please. I want to know You. I am not satisfied only with Your power. I want to know You more than to operate in the gifts.”
The Encounter: Plugged into His Presence
Then it happened. Wham! I was under the power of the Holy Spirit, vibrating as though I had been plugged into an electrical circuit. I wept, trembled, and shook under the weight of His presence. The atmosphere around me was charged with divine energy, and the lingering effects of those encounters stayed with me long after the moments had passed.
I could not wait to get home each day because I knew the Holy Spirit would be there, waiting for me. It was as though He was sitting in my room like a child on Christmas morning, eagerly anticipating our time together. The excitement of this newfound intimacy was beyond anything I had ever experienced. It was not just about the anointing or the gifts; it was about the relationship—the closeness, the friendship, the partnership.
Living in Koinonia: A Daily Partnership
This relationship with the Holy Spirit is not unlike living with a close family member—a spouse, a sibling, or a dear friend. It is a partnership, a fellowship where we confide in one another, make decisions together, encourage each other, and champion one another. We eat, sleep, talk, and have fun together. The Holy Spirit is my precious Friend, my constant Companion.
I don’t need Him to tell me when He’s grieved or touched; I feel it. I sense it. And in those moments, I encourage Him and champion Him. I tell Him, “I love You, Holy Spirit. I honor You. I love the way Your presence feels. I love to hear Your voice. I love to wake up in the morning and feel You flow through me like electricity. I love that!”
When I prepare for revival meetings, I include Him in my plans. I say, “Holy Spirit, we’re going to have another revival meeting. Isn’t that awesome? I can’t wait to present the Gospel with You. It’s You and me, Holy Ghost, and we’re going to bring signs and wonders to the people!” Even during my Bible study time, I invite Him into the conversation. “Holy Spirit, look at this verse! Look what Jesus did—and You were right there
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